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HE Duke dela Rocyrroucautt Liancourt, 

aman, who, at all times, has been diftinguifhed 
as one of the moft amiable, the moft yirtuous, and the 
beft informed of all the French nobility, has made a 
journey for philofophical and commercial obferyation 
throughout a great part of North America, and. has 
communicated the fubftance of. his obfervations to 
the World, in the valuable Narrative which is here. 
prefented to the Britith Public. 

Although no longer a dependency of the Britith 
Empire, the thirteen provinces of the American Com- 
monwealth are not regarded by Britons, as a land of 
ftrangers. The mutual animofities of thé war of the 
Americanrevolution are already extinguithed. Britons’ 
and Americans now think of each other only as bre- 
thren ; a kindred defcent, a common language, con-— 
genial character, a firong alliance of infiitutions, arts, 
and manners, render them to one another reciprocally 
interefting, perhaps much more than, in fimilar cir- 
cumftances, any third nation would be to either. As 
the hiftory of the Spaniards, who firft entered South 
America, engages our curiofity more than that of 
the horfes, the dogs, or the fugar-canes, which they. 
carried with them; as the hiftory of the nations of 
polifhed Europe is more interefting than that of the 
Yartars and Tongufi ; as accounts of the’ fortunes of 
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a fon, a father, a brother, a lover, ina diftant land, 
are more anxioufly expected, and more eagerly heard, 
than if it were but a cafual acquaintance to whom they 
related: fo, in the fame manner, and for the fame 
reafons, every new communication refpecting North 
America. and its inhabitants of Britifh defcent, is 
eaaalty: in an extraordinary degrce, attractive ta 
the curiofity of the people of this country. M. dela 
Rochefoucault’s details concerning colonial life and 
manners are, hence, adapted to imprefs a Britifh ima- 
gination, as agreeably as if their fubje@t were the rural 
ceconomy of Wales, of Yorkfhire, or of the High- 
Jands of Scotland, and that, till now, though fo nearly 
interefting, yet utterly unknown. 

Befides fuch motives of affection and curiofity, there 
are reafons of a lefs refined nature, which engage the 
commercial people of England, to liften eagerly to all 
authentic accounts refpecting America. A great and 
increaling intercourfe of trade and emigration is car- 
ried on between thefe two countries. The lands and 
national debts of the American Republic are fami- 
Hiarly bought and fold in London. ‘The produce of 
American plantations, the planks from American Les 
mills, the fhips built in American dac ck-yards, are, 

a large proportion, deflined for the ufe of Britain, 

A. very numerous emigration of induftrious, fettlets, 
or enterprifing perfons, are conilantly paffing from 
Britain to America. ‘The transfer of property be- 
tween the two Countries is great and: inceflant. . It 
would be impoflible to manage the commercial bufi- 
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nefs which thus arifes between the two countries with 
any adequate mercantile intelligence, if continual en- 
quiries were not diligently made-into all ‘circum- 
fiances that can influence produce, manufaQure, and 
demand in the market, efpecially in America, where 
all things are as yet much more uncertain, and more 
imperfe@ly known than in Britain. The: political 
relations and correfpondence between Britain and 
America con{pire to the fame effeét; for there are 
many occafions, upon which a Britith politician, -in- 
attentive to the progrefs of things in America, would 


be entirely incapable of providing for the true politi- 


cal interefts of the Britifh empire. 

It is, however, to the philofophical enquirer, of 
whatever nation, that fuch details as the following 
volumes contain, concerning the ftate of life and 
manners, in America, are likely to be the mof ac- 
ceptable and inftru@tive. The progrets of coloniza- 
tion; the firft diffufion of new inhabitants through 


unappropriated waftes: the flugeith aukwardnefs of - 
infant hufbandry; the relapfe into ‘barbarifm, of 


- 


thofe outcafts from polifhed fociety, whom their for- 
tune conducts into regions, where they can converfe 
only with the wildnefS of-sude nature, and where 
they are deftitute of all the accommodations of the 
arts; the fimplicity of government and of life and 
manners, that is natural in countries w! 
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favage manners, and the effects of the collifion be- 
‘ceee barbarifm and. civility ; topics interefting to 
philofophy, above almoft all others in the hiftory of 
human. nature, and, of all, the moft imperfectly 
known ;. are to be now, for the firft time, fully elu- 
cidated, by a vigilant and. unremitting obfervation of 
the phafes of focial life in America. For the pur- 
pofes of afcertaining and. illuftrating the moft im- 
portant principles of general polity and jurifprudence, 
how often have) philofophers: in vain attempted to 
explore the forgotten and unrecorded beginnings of 
civil life! How often lamented, that the moft in-_ 
terefting period in the progrefs of foctety, fhould thus 
be prior to the age of enlightened: obfervation ! How 
often, and how ridiculoufly laboured to fupply the 
deficiency of records, by, that: fort. of theory which 
has been pompoufly chriftened Conjectural Hiftory t 
The account of the firft population, meafurement, 
and tillage of the plains of Egypt, Affyria, Hindoftan, 
_or China, is no longer to be recovered from obli- 
vion : even the exact circumftances of the fettlement 
of the firft Egyptian colonies in Greece; of the firft 
Lydian, Greek, and.Phrygian colonies in Italy ; of 
our Teutonic anceftors.in Germany and Britain, 
muft remain unknown. . But, a keen attention to 
what is now paffing in the back fetthements of North 
America, and to that inceflant emigration from Eu- 
rope and from the more populous American. pro- 
vinces, by which thefe back fettlements are filled, 
will, at laft, amply fupply to philofophical enquiry, 
what 
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what had feemed to be irrecoverably loft, and will 
enable us to fill up an important chafin in the hiftory 
of the human fpecies. It is the vegetable unfold- 
ing itfelf from the feed ; it is the opening mind, in 
the firft months of infancy; it is the form of con- 
fummate ftrength or beauty, rifing under the artift’s 
hand, from the fhapelefs block of marble; rather 
than the full-grown plant, the mature man, or the 
finifhed ftatue; that the moft delightfully interefts 
the philofopher of refined penetration, and the man 
of tafte, who to foundnefs of reafon unites a vivid 
delicacy of fentiment, and of imagination. Of all 
the pages of philofophical hiftory, none can deferve 
to be read with fuch earneft curiofity, as thofe which 
difplay the nafcent energies: of .focial life. 

Of fuch inducements to attend to any information 
concerning the progrefs of induftry, wealth, and civil 
policy in North America, it is impoffible for any 
one to be infenfible in reading the following journal. 
M. de la Rocnerovcautt LrAncour’ is a traveller 
of no ordinary difcernment and diligence in enquiry. 
As the friend, and, in fome fort, the agricultural pupil 
of that intelligent philofopher, Mr. Arthur Young, 
he travelled with views nearly fimilar to thofe by which 
Mr. Young was guided in fo many tours and peregri- 
nations, and in the compofition of fo many journals 
of hufbandry. ‘The quality of the foil, the advan- 
tages for cultivation, the numbers, the indufiry, the 
intelligence of the hufbandmen ; the advances which 
they have made in transforming the yaft forefts and 
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favannahs. of interior America into cornfields and 
meadows ; their modes of clearing and culture ; the 
guantity of produce which they obtain; their mills, 
and other means of manufacture for the market; the 
Opportunities of profitable fale, have been marked 
and recorded by M. de la Rochetoucault Liancourt, 
in all thofe American provinces through which he 
travelled, with an accuracy and fullnefs of informa- 
tion which feem to rival Mr. Young’s tour through 
France and Italy; or even Sir John Sinclair's more 
elaborate ftatiftical collections concerning Scotland. 
Commerce fhares his attention with rural ceconomy ; 
he vifited the lakes, the bays, the creeks, the points 
of the influx of the navigable rivers into the fea, 
and thofe beyond which navigation cannot afcend 
toward their fprings ; he furveyed the ftore-houfes ; 
he marked the artifices of the traders; he entered the 
dwellings of the inhabitants of every different rank, 
partook of their fare, and flept or watched in their 
places for eft; he travelled without any thing of 
that encumbering apparatus of wealth or grandeur, 
which hides the realities of life from thofe it envi- 
rons, even at thofe times when their refearches are 
the moft diligent, and, as they think, the moft fuc- 
cefsful. He liftened, and enquired, and looked around 
him, even with all the bufy affliduity of Sterne’s In- 
quifitive Traveller,. He was not one of thofe who 
are willing to content themfelves with guefies and 
with general language; but was, on every occafion, 
careful to obtain, if poflible, ftatements admitting of 

the 
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the ftricteft accuracy of number and calculation. If 
unable to look around on thofe fcenes of wild and ma- 
jeftic nature, with the fublime and picturefque imagi- 
nation of a poet; if wnendowed with the {kill of a 
fcientific naturaliftt; M. dela Rochefoucault Lian- 
court cannot, however, fail to appear to every reader, 
to have been eminently qualified to make fach obfer- 
vations as are beft adapted for the inftruction of the 
farmer, the merchant, the colonial emigrant, or the 
political ceconomift : And it was precifely a traveller 
of this character who was wanted to give us the moft 
defirable new information concerning the progreflive 
fettlement of America. With the account of trade and 
induftry, he unavoidably combines fketches, details, 
and flight cafual touches, refpeCting the familiar life 
of the Americans, which every reader will find highly 
amufing and. infiructive. He exhibits pictures. of 
Indian manners, which, though mournful, and dif- 
gufting to tatte, are, = interefiing to philofphy, 
in conjunction with his accounts of the fettlers be- 
fore whom the Indian tribes are gradually vanifhing 
from the earth. With his fiatements refpecting the 
provinces of the American Republic, be prefents 
alfo a multiplicity of important details concerning 
the Britith colonial poffeflions of Canada. He tells 
all that he could one without being refirained, 
even by confiderations of perfonal delicacy, or the 
fecrecy of honour, from making public feveral things, 
which, though acceptable to us, were certainly not 
intended to be thus sea tacoaa to all Europe, by 
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thofe who communicated them te him. Concerning 
the intercourfe, the emulation, the mutual jealoufies, 
the dark projects rectproc: ally meditated, betiveen 
the Americans and the Britith colonifts and foldiery 
of Upper Canada, he gives:a a variety of information, 
which we fhould, sweets: never have obtained. 
The character and predominant opinions of M. dela 
Rochefoucault Liancourt himfelf, are, in this volume, 
very frankly and amply difplayed. In his character, 
great native rectitude and benignity of difpofition 
appear to be affociated with fome of the philofophi- 
cal affeCtations of the new fchool, and with fomewhat 
of that never-failing gallantry and politenefs which 
ufed to mark the manners of the old French nobility. 
Although a victim to the Revclution, he ftill ap- 
proves thofe principles of political reform, upon 
which the firft movements toward it were made: 
Though an outcaft from France, he fill takes a 
warm patriotic intereft in the glory of the French 
nation. Hence, he inclines, at times, to encourage 
the milder clafs of thofe political fentiments, which 
the fagacity of Government finds it prudent to dif- 
courage in Britain, as little adapted to promote the 
general welfare. And whenever the views, the in- 
terefis, and the public fervants of the Britifh Govern- 
ment come to be mentioned, he ufually fpeaks the 
language of a forcigner and a foe.* 
Throughout 
* In a very few places it has been found expedient to infert 


initials for proper names, and to fubftitute afterifks for fentiments: 
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Throughout the whole of his American journies, 
there appears to have reigned in the mind of this illuf- 
trious exile, a melancholy caft of imagination, with 
a peevith irritability of feeling, fuch as it was very 
natural for misfortunes like his, to produce. Every 
fcene of beneficent conduct from great landholders 
toward their dependents, brings to his remembrance, 
his own endeavours to enlighten and blefs the pea- 
fantry upon thofe eftates in France, which once were 
his own. He fhrinks in agony from the exultations 
with which Britith officers tell him of the ruin of the 
naval force of republican France. He complains of 
a dirty room, a hard bed, a feanty meal, as if it were 
a grievous misfortune. He has a peculiar quick- 
nefs of eye at difcovering floth, knavery, and mif- 
chief, wherever he travels. ‘The wounds which his 
fpirit had fuffered were fill frefh or feftering; and 
were, therefore, liable to be grievoufly inflamed and 
irritated by the’ flighteft degree of new laceration. 
He, not unfrequently, breaks forth into expreffions 
of keen anguifh, or more fubdued and penfive 
forrow, which, being the voice of nature and of 
truth, muft prove to every reader inexpreflibly inte- 
refiing. 


In one or two inftances where obvious fuppreflion would have 
infinuated more than the original paragraph, the original has been 
retained. ‘The motives of the writer, in thefe places, are fo ob- 
vious, and his conclufious fo palpably unjuft, that to have fof- 
tened or fuppreffed would have been a bad compliment to the 
underftanding of the Britifh Reader. 
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It is, amidft all this, impoflible not to admire this 
amiable nobleman, for labouring to divert the teedium 
of his exile, by enquiries of a tendency fo beneficial, 
and for accommodating his mind, in_ fo confiderable 
a degree, to the hardthips of his condition. Perhaps 
he could not have been more ufefully employed, in 
any conceivable profperity of his fortunes. He ap- 
pears to -have been content to ride on horfeback, 
without a fervant, and to travel about without aught 
of the pomp of greatnefs, or the luxury of opulence, 
juft as if he had never been more than a plain farmer 
or manufacturer in France. 

The ftile is naturally fimple, and devoid of all 
affectation. The Tranflator has not, in his verfion, 
made any attempt to clothe the work in laboured 
elegances or ornaments which it did not originally 
wear. Faithfulnefs, fimplicity, and corredinefs of 
Englifh phrafeology, are the chief qualities, by which 
he has afpired to diftinguith his work. He leaves it 
to the reader, to judge, how far he may haye been 
fuccefsful or otherwife. 

The Englifh Edition has been illuftrated by correé& 
eopies of the Maps, given in the author’s original 
work, and a-clofe infpection will thew, that thefe 
Maps not only correct former Maps of America in 
many points, but exhibit in their proper places, for 
the firft time, a great variety of new ‘Towns and Sct- 
tlements: 

The Indexes will render it eafy to refer to the vo- 
lumes, for any fingle particular of the information 
which they contain. 
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It cannot, for a moment, be doubted, but the 
book of fo illuftrious a traveller—free as it is from 
all blemifhes of affectation or negligence,—filled 
with information the moft recent and important,— 
concerning a country than which there is no one elfe 
more an object of Britifh curiofity,—communicating 
nothing but what is plainly of the higheft authenti- 
city, —dwelling chiefly on thofe topics of enquiry and 
information, which are the moft fafhionable, and the 
moft attractive, to policy, trade-and induftry,—and 
intermingling fuch alluréments of pathetic fentiment, 
and of perfonal anecdote, as never fail to pleafe,—will, 

rom all thefe recommendations, be very favourably 


received by the Britifh Public. 
H. NEUMAN. 
Lonpon, September, 1799. 








N.B. This Tranflation has been faithfully made, with- - 
out omiffion or alteration, from the* laff ‘Paris Edition, 
publifhed by the book/fellers Du Pont, Buiffon, and Charles 
Pongens, | 
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7 \ J HEN I began to write a journal of my-Travels, 
. it was my. intention to confine it folely within 
the circle of my friénds: but fome of them being of 
opinion that the publication: of it would be of general 
advantage, I, fubmitted to their advice; and refolved 
to publifh it on my:arrival in Europe. | In chufinga 
patronefs for my book, it was natural for me to felec&t 
that perfon who claimed: the largeft fhare: of my 
efteem and gratitude ;—who has been endeared to 
me {till more by her unparalleled misfortunes. There 
could bé no occafion for calling to remembrance, the 
atrocious murder of a coufin : as it is too well known, 
and held in juft abhorrence. But perhaps it is neceffary ~ 
to remark, that his virtue was fo exalted a$ to render 
him unfufpicious of fo nefarious a crime; and that his 
internal confcioufnefs induced him to flight the advice 
which his friends gave both to him and me, at the 
time when an order was iflued for arrefting us; and 
which, in all probability, was not the only mandate 
concerning us from the fame quarter. He would not 

quit 





s oot tg it Ae fe , m ‘ ery ; 
epee 3 © Oe 2h «* . Neale. ti . ha cy . 


XVI AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 


quit France ; but I, who was lefs confident and lefs 
virtuous, fled from the poignard, while he fell by its 
firoke ! | 

On my arrival in Europe, and while I was em- 
ployed in preparing this work for the public, I re- 
ceived an account of my aunt’s death, which cut off 
all the fond hopes I had entertained of once more be- 
holding her, even on her death-bed. It will readily 
be fuppofed, that the-idea of withdrawing from her 
the dedication of my book, could not enter my 
afited mind. I have ftill preferved it for her with 
a fympathetic regard.. Although efiablifhed ufage 
may hereby be violated, yet he who is fenfible that 
neither friendfhip nor gratitude ends with death, 
will eafily conceive the pleafure, melancholy as it 
may be, which I:receive from the performance of 
this laft facred duty toa departed friend, who had fo 
many claims upon my warmeit affections. 
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Nd lef 
| by its 3 | 
| DEDICATION 
a8 ef GH! age 
: i CITIZENESS LA ROCHEFOUCAULT D’ENVILLE. 
ore be. . ES O93 OC 
readily | 
om her * My dear and unfortunate Aunt, 
ter my . = me ‘leave refpectfully to prefent you 
er with + AOP with an aécount of my Travels through the 
ufage United States of America. It isan offering of fincere 
e that attachment and gratitude ; and Ivam confident you 
death, will receive it'kindly. How often have I, in the courfé 
as it of this work; lamented with painful anxiety, that I was 
ace. of not near you; that I was prevented by dreadful cir- 
had fo cumftinces, from takinga fhare with your amiable and 


lovély daughter,-in affording you that attention and 
comfort of which your feeling and affli@ted heart ftood 
fo much in need! Undoubtedly’ my fervites-could 
never have been equal to his, whofe fate we deplore : 
but Iam boid to think, that in the tendernefs of 
my feelings, ‘and in your own heart, you would in 
me have recognized a fon. “I have fometimes thought 
that you miffed me; thatoafter recolleting »every 
thing which’ makes me indebted to your goodnefs,. 
your advice, and example, you"have not entirely re- 
moyed'me from your thoughts. You will eafily be- 
lieve ‘that this was one of the reflections which has 
given me the greateft degree of pleafure; ‘Fhe cer- 
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tainty of holding wfnalterably a place in the affection 
of an efteemed object, in fpite of misfortune and fepa- 
ration, has a peculiar effect in animating the heart of 
that man who has nothing to reproach himfelf with. 

« The obfervations you will find in the work itfelf 
are not fo perfed as they might have been ; but you 
know what difficulties a traveller, who wifhes to con- 
vey information, has to combat. He is always obliged 
to be fatisfied with the anfwers given to his quef- 
tions : he docs not often find a man at leifureyor-dif- 
pofed to give the information that is required : the 
perfon who is queftioned about the objects of his own 
bufinefs, frequently knows no more than is neceflary 
to carry iton, and is incapable of conveying his ideas 
to another, even on the fubject.of his own occupa- 
tion. And it happens fiill more frequently that party- 
fpirit, felf-intereft, or prejudice, deprive thofe antfwers 
of all manner of truth and candour..-The traveller 
himfelf is often deficient in making the. proper en- 
guiries ; he often views things with prejudice, 1m- 
bibed from a certain fyftem, and according to which, 
he regulates all his queftions, and: all the anfwers 
he receives. To thefe-real difficulties are frequently 
added thofe which arife out of the perfonal fituation 
of the-traveller, from the circumftances: of the mo- 
mentor from fome opinions. which.he may have 
already formed, before he makes his enquiries... It is 
eafy therefore to conceive how difficult it is for a per- 
fon who travels to acquire 4 full and accurate account 
of every thing. 
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*“T do not fay, that in this tour, I have had the 
good fortune to keep clear of the rocks againft which 
fo many have ftruck. But I may fay that I have done 
every thing in my power to infert nothing but what 
is authentic. As far as I poffibly could, I have made 
enquiries concerning the fame thing of feveral men, 
of different interefts and opinions. I have done my 
utmoft endeavour to get rid of every partial opinion 
I might have preyieufly formed; in fhort, I have 
fought after truth by every means ia my power. ‘The 
idea of writing only for you, for my friends, and for 
myfelf, has made me ftill more firict and attentive 
with regard to the materials which I collected, and 
the accounts J afterwards made frem them. I have 
likewife ftated, almoft on every occafion, the fources 
from which I drew thems im order to engage your 
approbation, or fhew where doubts ought to be én- 
tertained. J have not, knowingly, ftated any thing 
that was erroneous; but, fill, Iam far from fuppofing 
that I have efcaped every kind of error. I have fre- 
quently in one place been unable to obtain an ac- 
count of certain circumftances, concerning which I 
had in another place, acquired very full information, 
Although fome books of travels in America may con- 
tain fewer facts than I have colle¢ted; yet [ do not 
the Icfs, on that account, peregive the defects of my 
tour, which I might with more cunning, but with 
Jefs fairncfs, have concealed from my friends. 

“ The territory of the United States is perhaps the 
only country in the world which it is moft difheult 
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to be made acquainted with, unlefs you have traverfed 
it yourfelf. It is a eountry altogether ina flate, of 
progreffive advancement: W hat is:to-day.a fact, with 
regard to'its population, its management, its value, 
and ‘trade’; will no longer ‘be. fo uy. fix..months to 
come; and {till lefs in fx months more. It is like a 
youth, who from the ftate of a a bay is “cose into 
manhood, and whofe features, after-the expiration of 


a year, no longer refemble the original. picture. that 
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come, can only ferve as.the théans of enabling diftant 
poticrity to form’a comparifon between the ftate which 
the country fhall then be in, and what it formerly 
was. In,this point. of view it appears to me, thet fuch 
accounts are far from. being - ufelefs, at 

“« Every day I travelled, I-wrote down the acs 
counts, jult as 1 received. them, .Whénever I re- 
mained for fome time. in the fanie place, E-put toge-. 
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article: but in {hat-cafe:-I thould-not:have written 
merely a Journal of my travels, which wasavhatI had: 
wifhed to do3)-that being pe: ‘haps the. only kind of 
work which .does. ‘not require ‘greater’: talents than 
mune ;. and-where truth.cani be the principal anerit. 
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* I have foretimes made remarks which had pro- 
perly no connexion with my tour: it is a great fatis« 
faction to him who writes for his friends, that he is 
fure of their fympathizing affe&tion, though he.fhould 
give himfelf up to the féfitiments and feelings of the 
moment. 

* No doubt, I ftand in. need of forgivenefs, for 
having-oceafionally yielded to an imperious neceflity 
and for having beén carried away by the force of ima 
preffions whith were only ofa perfonal nature, My 
friénids will view thefe deviations with indulgence ; 
and, perhaps they will even. éxperience favour with 
thoie readers to whom my prefent. fituation may be 
known. | 

With regard to the fiile of this work; probably 
my endeavours to make it. as perfpicuous as poflible, 
which has been my chief obje&, has been productive, 
in fome places, of tedious prolixity, and frequent 
tautology. To write with as much purity and cor- 
recinefs as we are capable of, we want more leifure 
than-he.can fpare, who binds himfelf to commit to 
paper every day the obfervations he has made, what- 
ever may be his fituation. 

“« T have fometimes made ufe of Englith terms, and 
fometimes turned them into French. always taking 
pains; however, to tranflate them as correct! y as pofli- 
ble: this I have done whenéver I found it practica- 
ble, and never Jofi.fight. of the true meaning. Still 
there are fomd words, which, when tranflated, do not 
perieétly convey the fignification that attached to them 
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“1 Englith: for example—the word cleared fignifies 
a piece of land where fome great trees have been felled; 
and others have bad an incifion cut round them in the 
bark, and the branches lopt off and burnt, in order 
that ‘corn may be*fown. ‘This 1s ‘not perfeily ex- 
plained by the word éclairci, which only means that 
fone branches have been cut off, either for the pur- 
pofe of forwarding the crowth of thofe that remain, 
or of adding to a pleafant profpect. “Phe term de- 
friché always fienifics cultivated ground from which 
the roots have been taken away : but that land which 
in America is called cleared, is frequently not culti- 
vated. The French tranflation of the term /fore 1s 
magazin; but it is frequently exprefled by the: word 
boutique; and yet neither of thefe words ‘conveys its 
meaning completely, according to the particular cha- 
racter, object and ufe of a ftore in America, and efpe~ 
cially in places thinly inhabited. The words magaxin 
anid boutique may be met with repeatedly in books of 
travels, ‘but the reader will never be able from them 
to form an idea of the meaning which belongs to 
the word fore in America. A ftore is a fhop or place 
where all kinds of commodities intended for con- 
fumption are to-be found, and fold by retail ; nothing 
is excluded from it; here are candles and matches, 
as well as ftuff and tape. The word /etiler has never 
the fame, meaning with habitant.. ‘The fettler, in ge- 
neral, is a mah who repairs to a particular place, 
with ‘an intention of fettling in it ; but he is not 
always the inhabitant of it, A tract of land is faid 
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to be fettled, when a fufficient number of inhabi- 
tants have fixed themfelves in it: but the meaning 
of this kind of fettlement can never be exprefied by 
the words habité, peuplé or établié. In order to exprefs 
certain circumftances and fituations in a new fiate, 
it is no extraordinary thing to be obliged to adopt 
new terms. Therefore, my dear friend, you will, with- 
out doubt, forgive me for having attempted to intro- 
duce new words into our language. 

‘© In a word, dear Aunt, whatever imperfections 
this work may poflefs, I offer it to you with confi- 
dence ; although to ethers it may be indifferent, I 
am certain, that to you it will be abundantly inte- 
refting.” 








TRAVELS 


'. THROUGH THE — 
UNITED STATES OF NORTH AMERICA, 
CANADA, &c. 


IN THE YEARS 1795, 1796, AND 1707, 


_ A. RESIDENCE of five months in Phila- 
delphia has afforded me a degree of 
previous information ‘relative to the United 
States, from which I cannot fail to derive ef- 
fential fervice in the courfe of my intended 
journey. I have had the good fortune to meet 
with an agreeable young Englifhman, who is 
well informed, is a pleafant companion, and is 
uncommonly fond of travelling. His name is 
GUILLEMARD, and he is defcended from ore 
of thofe French families, with which our un- 
happy differences in religious matters enriched 
England. He has been induced to vifit this 
part of the world, folely by a wifh to obtain 
accurate information relative to America, 
without any view whatever of pecuniary ad- 
Vor. I. B vantage 
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vantage from his expedition : a rare inftance of 
liberality of mind. Witha fortune handfome, 
though not large, he deems himfelf fufficiently 
opulent ; and the inquifitive turn of. his mind, 
as well as his difinterefted temper, difqualifies 
him for thofe purfuits, by which many perfons 
in this country rapidly enlarge their fortune. 
I am perfuaded he 1s the beft travelling com- 
panion I could have found, and | fhall endea- 
vour to imprefs him with a fimilar opinion. of 
me before the clofe of the fummer. 


5th of May, 1795. 


We intended to have fet out at an early 
hour yefterday morning, but our departure was 
delayed till this day at noon; a trifling delay, 
however, confidering the length of the jour- 
ney, on which we enter. We have left Phi- 
ladelphia. Our party confifts of Guillemard, 
myfelf, his Englifh fervant, our three horfes, 
4 fourth to carry our luggage, and my faithful 
dog Cartouche, who has been my conftant 
companion thefe fix years. I left Philadelphia. 
with pleafure; but 1 bear with me a {trong 
feeling of gratitude towards a great number 


of its inhabitants, who have treated me with 


the 











NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. 3 


thé utmoft kindnefs. I am particularly im- 
prefled with fentiments of affection for the 
members of the refpectable family of CuEro, 
who received me as one of their friends, and 
who muft appear highly amiable even to thofe, 
who have not fo many reafons to praife them, 
as ] have. ‘They are good, eftimable, and agree- 
able, in every point of view: my warmeft 
thanks, my beft wifhes remain with them. 
Notwithftanding the kind reception, which 
{ met with in Philadelphia, I any glad I have 
left it. A poor foreigner, conftantly over- 
whelmed with civilities, which he is unable to 
return, muft even at beft lead an unpleafant 
life. He endures a ftate of conftant depen- 
dence, fraught with melancholy reflections, 
which the apprehenfion of being burthenfome 
generally infpires. He imagines himfelf in- 
debted to pity for the kindnefs he experiences, 
which, did it actually fpring from that fource, 
would be cruelty. Often does he indulge fuch 
reflections with injuftice, miftruft being the 
inféparable companion of the deftitute, on 
whom what is called ew has but little 
influence. 
Hitherto we have travelled in the fame road, 
B 2 | through | 
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through which we pafied about a fortnight 
ago. In this place I fhall infert the journal of 
that little tour, which, although it bears no 
proportion in length to the account that I pro- 
pofe to write of the remainder of my travels, 
will not, I truft, prove wholly uninterefting. 


@37-®@ 


A TOUR TO AND FROM NORRIS TOWN. 





ON the twentieth of April Mr. Guillemard, 
CaLeB Lowngs, and myéelf, fet out on horfe- 
back from Philadelphia, through Ridge Road, 
on our way to Norris Town. This road, like 
all the public roads in Pennfylvania, 1s very 
bad, for provifion is brought to that city from 
all parts in large and heavy laden waggons. 
The-conitant paflage of thefe waggons de- 
ftroys the roads, efpecially near the town, 
where feveral.of them meet. Ridge Road is 
almoft impaffable. 

The diftriG of the city extends about four 
ete | | ~ or five miles north and fouth, and is bounded 
s i on the eaft by the Schuylkill. This extent 

ee was originally affigned to it by Wittiam 
PENN 
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Penn, when he formed the plan of the city. 
He promifed to every fettler, who fhould pur- 
chafe five thoufand acres of land in the coun- 
try, one hundred acres within the city-diftrict, 
and two town-fhares; a promife which was 
faithfully fulfilled by him and by his fuccef- 
fors, as long as any town-fhares and acres of 
land within the diftri€t remained for diftri-. 
bution. William Penn kept only five or fix 
thoufand acres for himfelf. This land is in its 
foil of a very indifferent quality, but its vici- 
nity to the town occafions it to be bought 
with great eagernefs. It is coyered with coun- 
try-houfes, which, in point of architecture, are 
very imple; from their great number they 
however enliven and embellifh the whole 
neighbourhood. Very few of them are with- 
out a {mall garden; but it is rare to obferve 
one, that has a grove adjoining, or that is fur- 
rounded with trees; it is the cuftom of the 
country to have no woad near the houfes. 
Cuftoms are fometimes founded in reafon, 
but it is difficult to conjecture the defign of 
this practice in a country, where the heat in 
fummmer is altogether intolerable, and where 
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ed to exclude that exceffive heat.* 

Land in this neighbourhood is worth about 
eighty dollars an acre; three years ago it was 
worth only forty-two. Iwo miles from the 
city Ridge Road interfects the entrenchments, 
which the Englifh conftruéted during the laft 
war, for the purpofe of covering Philadelphia, 
after they had penetrated into Pennfylvania 
through the Chefapeak. ‘The remains of thefe 
works are {till vifible. But the prefence of . 
the Englif is more ftrongly teftified by the 


ruins of many half burnt and_ half demolifhed 


houfes, fo many expreffive monuments of that 
inveterate animofity, with which the war was. 
carried on, and which was highly difgraceful to 
the generous fentiments of a people, who well 
know, that every evil inflicted on an enemy, 
even in time of war, without the plea of ne- 
ceffity or advantage, is a crime. Alas! the 


* The reafon is, becaufe the country was univerfally 
wooded, when the building of thefe houfes was firft be- 
gun; and in a country thus wooded, to clear the {pace 
round the dwelling-houfe was juft as natural, as to plant 
round the houfe in a country otherwife bare of wood.— 


Lranflator. 
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evils of fuch a ftate, however alleviated, will 
{till be far too numerous. 

As the country on this fide of Philadelphia 
poffeffes more variety than on any other, it 3s 
here we difcover the moft agreeable profpects, 
fome of which are truly charming ; and more 
fo, the nearer we approach the Schuyltkul. 
The éontraft between the rocks, which form 
the banks of this river, and the numerous 


meadows and adjacent corn fields, gives this 


profpect a mixture of romantic waldnefs, and 

cultivated beauty, which is really delightful. 
The road we have entered does not joi the 
Schuylkill, except near the fails. This name 
has been very improperly given toa flight m- 
equality in the level of the ftream,. praduced 
by pieces of rock of unequal fize in the bed of 
the river, which, as they accelerate the motion 
of the water with a certain noife, obftruct, 
no doubt, the navigation; yet fo far are they 
from forming any confiderable water-fall, that 
they are entirely covered at high water ; and 
at that time fi mall veflels, which ply along the 
right bank, pafs thefe falls, although not 
Without danger. A {mall rivulet, which, a 
fhort diftance above thefe falls, runs into the 
Bb 4 Schuylkill, 
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Schuylkill , turns feveral tobacco, mufttard, 
chocolate, paper, and other mills; none of 
which are confiderable buildings; but their 
great varicty enlivens and beautifies the land- 
{cape. Above-the falls, a Mr. NicHOLSON 
poffeffes large iron-works, a button manufac- 
tory, anda glafs-houfe. But none of thefe 
works are yet completed. The buildings, 
however, which appear to be well conftruct- 
ed, are nearly all finifhed. A particular build- 
ing is affigned to every different branch of la- 
bour; and the largeft is defigned for the habi- 
tation of the workmen, of whom Mr. Nichol- 
fon will be obliged to keep at leaft a hun- 
dred. Thefe buildings are on the right bank, 
and the warehoufe, which is to receive the 
manufactures, is on the oppofite fide. The 
pieces of rock, which occafion the falls, form 
an eafy communication acrofs the giver, and 
| would greatly facilitate the conftruction of a 
a bridge, were fuch a project to be carried into 
4 execution. : 

The fituation of this fettlement is extremely 
well chofen; for, on the very {pot where the 
navigation of the river is intercepted, all the 
materials neceflary can be procured from both 


fides 





NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c, 9 


fides of the water. The fand required forthe 
glafs-houfe is brought from the banks of the 
Delaware ; the caft-iron from the higher parts 
of the Schuylkill, and the pit-coal (which 1s 
fold in Philadelphia at two fhillings, or four 
fifteenths of a dollar per bufhel) from Virgmia. 
The completion of the canal, which is to unite 
the Schuylkill with the Delaware, will greatly 
facilitate the fale of the manufactures. “The 
want of thefe commodities, which have hither- 
to been drawn chiefly-from Europe, enfures 
them a certain market; in fhort, every thing 
promifes fuccefs to this undertaking. <All 
thefe natural advantages however muft vanith, 
if ever there fhould arife a want of money, 
large and prompt fupplies of which are requi- 
fite to give activity to the whole; as well as 
judgment, induftry and economy. 

There is in America a {carcity of perfons 
capable of conducting a buiinefs of this kind. 
There are alfo but few good workmen, who 
are with difficulty obtained, and whofe wages 
are exorbitant. “The conductors of Mr. Ni- 
cholfon’s manufa¢tories are faid to be very 
able men. But then a whole year may elapfe, 
before the workmen fall into a proper train of 


bufine(s. 
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bufinefs, fo that Mr. Nicholfon’s fituation dees 
not afford the moft flattering profpects of fuc- 
ce(s, if his returns be not rapid, as well as large. 

The conductors of the manufactories being 
abfent, we were not able to obtain more am- 
ple information concerning this eftablifhment, 
and for the fame reafon we could not learn, 
whether it be intended to make ufe of the 
fame machines, which are ufed in the great 
iron-works in Europe. The whole road from 
Philadelphia to Roxborough is full of granite, 
and covered witha fort of mica, which 1s re- 
ducible to the fineit duft. 

About half a mile from Mr. Nicholfon’s 
buildings, on the bank of the Schuylkill, 1s 
the houfe of one Roprertrson, where we in- 
tended firft to ftop. | 

Robertfon, a quaker, and brother of Caleb 
Lownes’s wife, is a miller and farmer on his 
own account. He poffeffes an eftate of two 
hundred and fifty acres, of which thirty only 
are covered with wood. ‘The land is, on the 
whole, of very inferior quality in this diftrict. 
There is but little wheat cultivated here, the 
common grain being maize, called in America 
Indian corn, rye, and fome oats. An acre ge- 


nerally 
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erally yields from twenty-five to thirty bufhels 
of maize, from eighteen to twenty bufhels of 
rye, and about ten bufhels of wheat. Mr. 
Robertfon manures his land; but it is a fur- 
prifing fact, that he fetches his dung from Phi- 
ladelphia at the high price of three dollars a 
load, containing about five cubic feet, when 
he might eafily procure it in abundance on his 
own, farm. Seven fuch loads are allowed to 
every acre, and his land is manured every three 
or four years. His meadows are {fuperior to the 
reft of his grounds ; 1n common with all other 
American farmers, he mixes plafter of Paris 
with his feed. Four oxen and two horfes are 
fufficient to do the work of this farm, a part 
of which is fo fteep, as to be incapable of cul- 
tivation. Day-labourers~ are procured here 
without much difficulty; they receive four 


fhillings a day with board, or five fhillings and 


7 


nine pence without it. ‘The price of Indian 


corn is five fhillings a bufhel, of wheat from 
nine to twelve, and of barley fix. Hay is ge- 
nerally fold at fixteen, or eighteen dollars a tun, 
but at this time it is thirty-three. Common 
meadows yield about three tuns, but thofe in 
a good fituation, which are properly cultivat- 
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ed, and fown with clover or other grafs, at 
times produce ‘eight tuns. Mr. Robertfon 
buys lean cattle, from. the fattening of which 
he derives a profit of fixteen, twenty, or twen- 
ty-five dollarsa head. Robertfon however a{- 
ferts, that hay is the moft lucrative. produce 



















arifing from the meadows; at leaft it is that 
which, with equal profit, requires the leaft toil, ¥ 
I am attonifhed at the thallow arguments the | 
farmers of this country offer, to juftify this fa- 
yourite fyftem, of ga whatever requires 
labour. . On this principle Mr. Robertfon wall 
, not keep a dairy, er make either butter or 
“ am though, were he te try the experiment, 
he would foon ex apeneane its advantages, It 
appears, that this cuftom partly arifes from, the 
{carcity and great expence of labourers, but 
ftill more from the prevailing indifference and 
| indolence of the farmers, wha prefer the in- 
| dulgence of this difpofition to a {mall advan- 
tage. de is eu in fome meafure, to be at- 
tributed to the national chara@ter, in which - 
indelence is a very ftriking feature. In point 
of agricultural knowledge, Robertfon is but 
little fuperior to the fervant, who conduéts his 
bufinefs; he is filled with prejudices, and is 
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even ignorant of many things, which 1h Eu- 
rope are confidered as the a B c of hufbandry.* 

He appears, however, to be far more fkilful, 
asa miller. His mill, which is faid to be the 
Crt that was built in America, is worked by 
a rivulet, called Wiffahiccon, which turns 
twenty-five other mills, before it reaches Ro- 
bertfon’s. It has three water-courfes, and 
three feparate mills, two of which work for 
the manufactory, as they call it, and one for 
the public. The latter grinds all the corn 
which is-brought hither, without the leaft al- 
teration of the mill-ftones, in its paffling from 
the grain to the flour; which naturally ren- 


ders the meal very indifferent: the miller’s 


due is one tenth, according tothe law of the | 


land. Robertfon does not grind any Indian 
corn on his own account, nor has he any kiln 
to dry it. Meal from this corn is not bad, if 


* This indifference to improvement, of which the 
Duke complains, is. a/ways to be obferved while agricul- 
ture is in its infancy in a country, and while there is 
enough of land, but little accumulated ftock. Itis the 
charateriftic of a particular flate of fociety ; and does 
not originate from the accidental and peculiar cauies, to 
which he afcribes it—TZran/laior. 
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fpeedily ufed; but it is not fit for being long 
kept, and yields but little. 

The corn is brought hither in waggons, and 
the cranes, inftead of turning it out of the 
veffel, lift it up from the waggons into the 
granary, which is’ very fmall; and the corn 
lies in heaps, the feveral floors being low, dark 
and dirty. 

Robertfon grinds yearly from forty-five to 
about fifty thoufand bufhels. of corn, which 
he procures from Virginia and New-York ; 
and fome is even brought from the upper parts 
of Pennfylvania. There are, however, fo many 
mills along the Schuylkill, that he receives but 
little from that part of the country. The grain 
procured from the other fide of the bay comes 
by Philadelphia, from.which it is brought to 
the mill, which is large enough to contain 
about ten thoufand bufhels. Six horfes are 
conftantly employed in carrying the meal to 
’ Philadelphia, and bringing back corn in re- 
turn, ‘This journey is often performed twice 
a day. The water of the Wiffahiccon is never 
frozen, nor does the mill ever ceafe working, 
except in a cafe of the utmoft neceflity. Mr. 
Robertfon employs about his mill five men, 


three 
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three of whom he pays; he gives one hundred 
and twenty dollars a year to the firft, and 
eighty to each of the other two. The reft 
‘are apprentices, who receive nothing but vic- 
tuals, clothes, &c. A barrel of flour is at this 
time * worth. ten dollars. Robertfon com- 
plains of the.quality of the grain of la{t year, 
which, he fays, is not heavy, but in general 
hollow. I have, however, feen fome very good 
grain of laft year. Iheard him fay that grain, 
attacked by the Heffian fly, notwithftanding 
it becomes bad-and hollow, yields flour, which, 


though fomewhat indigeftible, 1s not quite un- 


wholefome. The banks of the Schuylkill were | 


vifited laft year by great numbers of thefe flies. 

The county-rates are the fame at Roxho- 
rough as in the whole diftrict of Philadelphia, 
of which this place forms a part, namely, from 
five to fix fhillings per cent. upon all property. 
The other taxes have of late been reduced to 
little or nothing. A perfon in affluent cir- 
cumftances pays but one or two fhillings to- 


wards the repair of the high-roads. Poor-rates: 


are quite unknown, as there are feldom any 
poor in the country; and a {mall {um has been 


* Twentieth of April, 1795. 


laid 
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16 
laid up in the bank for the fupport of thé 
poor,—if there fhould be any ; which ftock 
yields annually about forty or forty-two dol 
lars, and thefe are added to the capital. There 
is alfo a moderate tax of fix or feven fhillings 
on every hundred pounds a man is worth, 
which he pays as an offering towards the pub-- 
lic fervice of the ftate; that he may remain 
undifturbed in the enjoyment of his proper- 
ty. And this is fix miles from Philadelphia 
—furely this muft be a happy country.* 

The Wiffahiccon flows between hills, which 
are high and covered with wood. A fine wa- 
ter-fall of about feven or cight feet, and as 
broad as the bed of the rivulet, fupplies Ro- 
bertfon with more water than would be re- 
quired for turning many more mills. - The 
banks of the rivulet bear a wild and romantic 
appearance, and the brook, winding in the 
moft beautiful meanders through the woods 

* It is the proportion between, on the one hand, what 
may be gained in every fituation, with the diver/ity of 
fuch fituations—and, on the other hand, what is to be pard 
for public proteéiion, with the degree of security and com- 
fert {uch prote&tion may give ;—which is the fole and 
preciié point upon which an eftimation like that which 


the Duke here makes.—T ran/lator. 


and 
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and rocks, forms a grand, yet gloomy, profpedt, 
‘which catches and detains the eye, and difpofes 
the mind to penfive reflection. The various fitua- 
tions of this fublunary life prefent to us the fame 
objects in very different points of view. How 
different are the impreffions I now feel, from the 
pleafing fenfations with which memory and hope 
once enlivened my fancy—but 1 will depart, 
and be happy, that I may not enhance my mif- 
fortunes by painful reflections. 

From Roxborough we proceeded on to Spring- 
mill. After having left the banks of the Schuyl- 
kill, we travelled through a tract of country in- 
terfected by a regularly alternate fucceffion of 
hills and vallies.. We found here feveral badly 
watered meadows, which are capable of great 
improvements. The farms here are very clofé 
to one another; all the land is cultivated ; very 
little wood is to be feen, at leaft, without going 
to a diftance from the highway. As we pro- 
ceed, the country becomes extremely beautiful. 
The corn-fields are now green, the leaves begin 
to fprout forth, and the fruit-trees are covered 
with bloffoms ; all nature revives, her face glows 
with life and beauty; and my temper has not 
yet attained fo great a degree of apathy, as to 


Vor. I. 3 render. 
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render. me infenfible to the charms of. this fea- 


fon, which wag shies captivated me with irrefiftible 
power. Yet the uninterrupted and high fences 
of dry wooc sy disfigure thk ab aS and 


produ ice a. tedious {amenels. hefe might be 
-afily.replaced -by.-trces which..endure the froft, 
as ede are fuppofec d here “ think without any 

7 1 


juft ground) to be unfuitable to the: climate, 


P . . 1 > 11 7», - mS . er j on oe ° wen 
Some of the hetas along. the road. are. bordered 
Ww 


with thaga or cedar, but thefe experuments.are 


rare; and, in’ general, the land is melofed with 


double fences of wood. The.country: ts covered 


* | a a + . . . i a a 
with neat. houles, ispadetet with painted raal+ 
Ings ; which indicate profperity, without »re- 


minding us of thofe European eftates ; which are 


either enriched by a .reun d agricuiture, OF, OrMa- 


nented with cottly and elegant aa 
ss | 


Near Springmill we again faw. the Schuylkill, 


Sarees Sige S 
Se cingmil ma lists ot eighteen or. twenty habita- 
tions,. which lic .clofe ta.eachsother, and. are 


] 


y Ee oS Seat By Sk a e a ner ale ee SF : 
mottly cither farms or mills ;..it 1s fituated ana 


sur & A449 7 C7 co | 
. 


vall iy, iar more -C3 c<tenilve and {p acious than any 


; 


we have hitherto pailed - and the -foik is alfo, fu- 


pontor.. The. greatett part is erafs land, extend- 


ing as faras the river... while the oppofite bank, 
iECEep; ast and even fonewhat rocky, , forms 


a beautiful 
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a beautiful contraft wath the charming plains of 
Springmill. The, profpect up and, down, the 
river is extenfiye, and ftrikingly variegated by 
green meadows and dark mountains. | 

Springmiil is the place, .w here. 4 is fituated the 
farm, mentioned, by. Brissot:in his, travels, . as 
being cultivated by a:Frenchman,. whofe kill 
and philofophy he highly praifes.., This French- 
man, of whofe name Briffot cives only thei Ins 
tial, is Mr. Lecaux- His farm has ie fold: on. 
account of his inability to pay: the fecond inftall~ 
ment ‘of the purchafe-money. He now actually 
rents fifteen acres, which he has converted-into 
a.vineyard.. But the prefent moment is by no 
means the time, in: which vineyards appear to the 
greatelt advantage; the vine fcarcely begins to 
bud, and is eae without life. The foil is very 
good, and, as far-as we were able to judge, well 
chofen, .both. on “account-of its funny fituation 
and-interior quality ; and the cleanlinefs, as well 
as fill, wath which the ground is managed, is 
very remarkable. . No kitchen-garden can be in 
better order ; he vine-preps are already fixed ia | 
the ground. - The fifteen acres give employment 
to. fix Jabourers, whom Mr. Is egaux procures 
without much ‘trouble ; he pays. | them. three fhil- 


C > lings 
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lings and nine pence, and provides them victuals. 


His dwelling is a {mall ftone cottage, one ftory 
high, about twenty feet in breadth and ten feet 
deep ; a very indifferent, dirty kitchen, feparated 
by a wain{cot partition from a real alcove, which 
contains a miferable bed, conftitutes all the apart- 
ments of this cottage. In the fmall room were 
jumbled together in one confufed heap, books, 

furniture, papers, glafles, bottles, and philofo- 

phical inftruments. The fight of a man of h- 

Heral education reduced to fuch penury, excites 

a painful f{enfation. 

Mr. Legaux was not at home on our arrival ; 
Ge were mformed that he was in Philadelphia, 
4s, no doubt, we were fufpected as unwelcome 
vifitors. He was, however, at a neighbour's ; 
and we had no fooner left his houfe to remount 
put horfes, than we were called back, and he 
haftened up to us. To an unfortunate man, re- 
duced to fuch a ftate of retirement, the vifit‘of 
three ftrangers is an occurrence not to be flighted. 
He knew that one of the three ftrangers was a 
Frenchman, for I had left my card. The view 
ofa countryman at fo great a diftance from our 
ative land, is far more pleafihg than that of any 
other perfon. It is fo at leaft to me, though the 

pleafing 
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pleafing fenfation I feel on fuch occafions, is fre- 
quently embittered by the thought, that at this 
unfortunate period of the revolution a French- 
man 1s fometimes the very worft company which 
a Frenchman can meet. | 

Mr. Legaux accofted us with a countenance 
which apparently befpoke content. His drefs 
perfectly correfponded with the reft of his efta- 
blifhment. A long coarfe flannel waiftcoat, 


black breeches, and ftockings full of holes, and ~ 


a dirty night-cap, formed his whole attire. He 
is a man of about fifty or fifty-five years of age ; 
his eyes are very lively, and his whole phyfiogno- 
my indicates cunning rather than goodnefs of 
heart. In the courfe of the fhort converfation 
we had with him, he told us, that the cruel and 
rigorous conduct of the perfon of whom he had 
bought the eftate, which he poffeffed at the time 
of poor Briffot’s vifit (this was his expreffion), 
had compelled him to fell it again, and to rent 
the {mall vineyard which he was now cultivat- 
ing. He confiders the fuccefs of this enterprize 
as certain, and thinks that it will prove very lu- 
crative to him. He aflured us that his wines 
are already very good, though the oldeft of them 
had not yet been in the cellar more than two 

C3 years: 
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years. hey are’Medot vines ; and one vine of 
the Cape of pour Hope, for which he paid forty 
guineas, has’ aires rady produced neatly two hun- 








dred layers. a faid that his wine is of a pelea 


flavour, yet more like the “vin de Grave’ than 








any other wine. “He pays a rent of fixty-two 
fifteen acres. This 1S, in. few 








dollars: for his 
words, the fubftance of all we could learn con- 











cerning his plantation. On our afking him why 








he fettled in America’ nine years fei > he ac- 


~ 











quainted us that he was an advocate in the par- 
iament of Metz; but left his fituation’ and his 
country to affift his friend, Mr. FouLQuiER; 








his funétions; as ‘intendant of Guadaloupe, ot 
that this intendant having been ftrongly fuf- 
pected of mal-adminiftration in the colonies, had 
exculpated himfelf by throwing all the blame on 
him, Legaux, whofe purity of fentiments had 
ever been equal to his zeal for his ungrateful 
friend. None of his expreffions befpoke that 
tranquillity and peace of mind, which a man 
might be fuppofed to enjoy who thus withdraws 
from the world to lead a fequeftered life, and 
cultivate the ground. He even appeared difia- 
tisied with every onc, efpecially with the Ame- 
ricans, of whom he repeated twenty times that 


We. 
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we could: never entertain too much fufpicion: 
Although this man received us kindly, and {poke 
many handfome things of my family @s well.as of 
myfelf, afluring me that he had ‘heard*a ereat 
deal abouts me previoutly to my leaving France 

yet Iwas difpleafed with him, and he ‘excited im 
me rather difapprobation of what he termed his 
misfortunes, than compafiion for his prefent fitua- 
tion, though my —F of mind was much in fa- 
vour of the latter. What I heard Wee: 


; confirm- 
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him, on my réttir: 


} 


ed me it my opinion.” He is a i vedas. litigious 


~ 


man, who, during the ‘nine years*he-has refided 


in America, = been engaged in upwards of two 


hundred law-fuits, not one of which he has gain- 


ed. However ftrong may be our Saat 


tide EMhould ¢ {o beGieade de Saleh ito a foreigner. 
On the contrary, +16 1s: much more‘hkely the ated 
hundred 


actions, muft have been actuated folely by a see 


man who has entéred or defended two 


gious di i{pofition, and that none of his “claims 
‘ il Syeuedea: mR RR Re | aE 
were well erounded ; ¢ tp veciaily if he himifelt con= 


‘ mae 
ducted the fuit, which is extremely provable, as 


ra 
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he was formerly a law yer. Mr. Legaux’s reputa- 


~ 


tion at Philadelph hiais not of the beft<« “omplexion, 
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and I verily believe that if an enquiry were made 
‘nto the affairs of Guadaloupe, the refult would 
not prove favourable to this fage, this philanthro- 
pift, this philofopher, (on whom poor Briflot pafles 
fo high an eulogium,) who cannot live in peace 
with his neighbours, but quarrels with every one 
about him. 

We left the Schuylkill by Springmull, to {trike 
to the fhorteft road to Norris Town: the land is 
of the fame defcription with that which we 
had juft paffed. On the road from Roxborough 
to Norris Town we had now and then a view of 
the river, and at times alfo of a more diftant range 
of {mall hills, rifing in the form of an amphi- 
theatre; this is a branch of the Valley-hills, 
which form a part of the Blue Mountains. 

Norris Town is the chief town of the county 
of Montgomery, about {even miles from Phila- 
delphia. This chief town of the county coniifts 
of ten buildings, in one of which the feffions are 
held; in another the judges refide when they 
come to hold the affizes; a third is the county 
jail; three others are inns; the reft are farm 
houfes, fhops, or habitations of labourers. All 
the houfes are ftrongly built of ftone. Norris 
Town, fituated on an eminence, about a quar- 

ter 
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ter of a mile from the Schuylkill, enjoys a erand 
and very extenfive profpect; and forms itfelf, even 
viewed at a diftance, a very {triking and con- 
{picuous object. The quarter-feffions are held here 
regularly, but the circuit-courts only once a year, 
and at times only eyery two or three years, when 


there are no caufes. The jail was built about two 


or three years ago, after that. of Philadelphia. 
But, thanks to the penal code of Pennfylvania, 
st is feldom inhabited by any other perfon than 
the keeper. When we vilited it, a Frenchman 
was confined there on {trong fufpicion of having 
forged a bank note: he is to remain in this pri- 
fon until the next quarter-feffions, when he will 
be either acquitted or removed to Philadelphia, 
unlefs the circuit fhould happen to be held in 
that town. The prifon-gate was open, and the 
prifoner might have effeGed his efcape without 
any difficulty, had he been the leaft inclined to 
do fo. Buthe did not efcape, either from a re- 
liancé on his innocence, which I wifh may be 
the cafe, or from the rifk of being taken again. 
It is no eafy matter to difcover the neceffity, nay, 
the utility of fach confidence as this, which is 
more nearly: allied to indolence than humanity. 
It is juft as difficult to affign a reafon why a 

Frenchman, 
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Frenchman, who isa villain, or at leaft a man 
of fo bad a character as this prifoner, who in 


France would have attempted twenty times to 







efcape from prifon, yet remains quictly in Norris 






Town, where the doors {tand open to him. Pre- 





tenders to philofophy, and Briffot- for one, will 






fay, that the certitude of impartial juftice being 






admuiniitered to him, retains the prifoner moreé 






effectually in his prifon tham fetters; thatin a 


i 






republic every one confiders himfelf as the euar- 
dian of the law, even againft himielf, &c. AH 
this may fatisfy thofe who are contented with 
words, but is not fufficient to explain this ex- 






traordinary fact to him who prefers found argu- 
ment to unphilofophical jargon. It may perhaps 
beft be accounted for from the circumftance that 
this man would find iat impoffible to fubfitt any 
where elfe but in prifon. 

The foil about Norris Town is very good, which 
is here fomewhat more the object of culture than 
near Roxborough, yct is not even produced here 
in great quantity... The fyftem of agriculture is 
much the fame, and the average produce nearly 
the fame, perhaps fomewhat greater. “The bett 
land is worth from forty-eight to fifty-two dol- 
lars; the inferior fort ‘from twenty-fix to thirty.. 


Labour 
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Labour is cheaper here than at Roxborough and 


Springmill. - “Phe price of provifions is lower 
than in Philadelphia, though not much ; there 
being no nearer market than that town, ‘all the 
produce of this country is carried thither. ~ Beef 
is fold at; from fix to feven pence a pound, ba- 
eon at one fhilling a pound, and flour five one- 
half dollars the hundred weight. 

The county-rates of Montgomery amount to 
no more than about three fhillings for every hun- 
dred pounds, and one {hilling towards the repairs 
of the roads; thus a per centage of four fhillings 
on all taxable property 1s the total amount of the 
public taxes. Poor-rates are feldom neceflary, 
though this place 1s not poflefled of the fame re- 
fource of a fund, eftablifhed for that purpofe, as 
Roxborough. ‘There are at prefent no paupers 
here; and when there are, a rate of one fhilling 
is fully fufficient for their maintenance. Each 
pauper is boarded in fome family or other, and 
his board and lodging are paid zor by the parith. 
It is the duty of the overfeers to take care that 
the pauper be well treated, and that the parifh 
be not impofed upon by improper charges. All 
the poor confift of perfons afflicted by ficknefs, or 
rendered incapable of labour by old age. 


The 
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The canal, intended to join the Schuylkill with 
the Delaware, begins at Norris ‘Lown, and half 
a mile of it on this fide is completely finifhed. 

- Its ‘bed, which was parallel to the river, is about 

eighteen or twenty feet in breadth, and three feet 

deep. The. canal is opened about three .miles 
farther. Here marble rocks are to be cut through, 
which flope down to the river. This is a labo- 
rious, as well as very expenfive, undertaking; as 
every cubic toife of rough ftone cofts nine fhil- 
lings, and fifty workmen only are employed in 
this work. The canal, when finifhed, will be 
of great advantage to Philadelphia; but when 
will it be finifhed ! It 1s begun near the town on 

a very bad plan; in fome places it 1s filled up 

with fand that has been wafhed together to the 

height of ten feet, which can never keep water. 

It is reported, that Mr. Warrson, an Englifh en- 

gineer, who fuperintends the conftruction of this 

canal, very particularly recommended that it 
might be dug on the oppofite bank of the Schuyl- 
kill, as it would be much more folid there; but 
as it was much to the intereft of the directors of 
the company, that the canal fhould pafs through 
their eftates, they were deaf to every other pro- 
pofal, and the canal is now executed on the mof\ 
difficult 
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dificult and moft circuitous plan, with little 
profpect of faccefs. The money for conttruét- 
ing the canal, began already to fall fhort of the 
fum required, and feveral fubfcribers kept back 
their fubferiptions beyond the limited time of 
payment, even at the hazard of forfeiting the fum 
already paid, as well as all claims to the advan- 
tages refulting from the completion of the canal, 
rather than they would incur the rif k of finking 
a further fum, when the legiflative power, ap- 
prifed of the obftacles which obftructed the com- 
pletion of the work, granted a lottery to raife a 
fum of four hundred thoufand dollars, intended 
for the execution of all pradticable plans of in- 
land navigation, one hundred and thirty-three 
thoufand dollars of which are to be appropriated 
to the completion of the Schuylkill canal. If 
the meafure of a ftate lottery can ever be juftified 
by the vaft utility of the object to which the 
money it produces is applied, it certainly is fo in 
the prefent inftance. But among a corrupt peo- 
ple, crimes and vices are generally encreafed by 
the inftitution of a lottery; and can the legifla- 
ture of Pennfylvania flatter itfelf, that it will not 
confiderably add to the corruption and immorality 
of the inhabitants by an eftabliihment fo ex- 

tremely 
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tremely dangerous, and of which a ver 
derate ufe, has already. been made in America? 

After having viewed the canal, as far as it is 
at prefent finifhed, we vifited the quarries which 
yicld the marble, of which nearly.all the chimney~ 
pieces in. Philadelphia,.as well.as. the ornaments 
of many. {treet-doors, fteps before the houfes, and 
windows are formed... This marble is black and 
white, and very-hard. . It is foundin great abun- 
dance in, the quarries, which, have, hitherto only 
been opened in thefe places, and ‘not ta.any great 
extent. .dt-is, howeyer,,-true,. that. we faw the 
principal quarry only,-and that many others have 
been: opened in’ the neighbourhood. .. We were 
even, told of ‘a quarry where the. marble. is all 
white, butit was at.too great a dritance to be 
vifited. byus:. That»which we faw is.in the dif- . 
trict of Plymouth, where there is.alfo a mill with 
two faws for cutting marble, which-lies on. the 
rivulet: Plymouth. ‘The.mill contains. nothing 
worthy of notice, but. its fituation 1s.extremely. 
picturefgue, and 'pleafant. 

The whole tract-of country from,Norris Town 
to within. one or two.miles-from Roxborough, 


< 
~ 


is covered with lime-ftone, more or lefs.perfect 


-* 
; 


The ftrata are moftly inclined, forming.an angle 


of 
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of forty -five degrees; and in. fome places: inter- 


iperfed with hard quarry-ftone, and even with 


_flints.. We found in the road a great quantity 


of hard ftone; a quarry, or variety of the granite- 
we ws? tone PES a. : 

{tones, which contain about three. or four cubic 
feet, feem to be wafhed up by the water. Be- 
tween Roxborough and Philadelphia granite. 1s 
again found, and the earth is Covered with mica. 

We are again: in the fame inn, at which we 
put up before. The landlord is making a well, 
and the ground, where they are digging it, being 
very. loofe, he lines it with a large wooden, cylin- 
der, five feet in diameter, and within the cylinder 


conftructs a wall eighteen inches thick. 


May the 6th, 1795. 


From Norris Town. to ~ the country. is 
much varied, very hilly, highly cultivated, with 
little wood-land, many orchards and meadows, 
water in abundance, brooks, fprings, and creeks 
of every fize; two of the latter, w hich are by 
no means {mall, we forded, namely, the. Shipack, 
eleven miles from Norris ‘Foams the Pachiom- 
ming, two miles farther on; they were both 
fomewhat deep. The roa ads are. very bad, and no 
attempts are made to repair them ; we cannot, 

therefore, 
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therefore, be furprized at hearing, that fo many 
{tage-coaches are overturned. | 
Trap is a village in the diftrictt of Providence, 
which is the largeft and moft affluent in the 
whole county. The foil, which is very good, is 
cultivated in the fame manner as in other places ; 
more land lies in grafs here, than we have feen 









any where fince we left Philadelphia. ‘There 
are four different churches in this diftrict, where, 
asin all the other flates, the minifter is paid by 
thofe only who belong to his fect. The {peakers 
among the people called Quakers are the only 
ones who preach gratis. The manner of paying 
for divine fervice is the fame-as in Philadelphia ; 
people pay for their feats in the church. 

The provifion produced in the diftridt of Pro- 
vidence is fold in the market of Philadelphia. 
The taxes in this diftri€t, as well as in the county, 
amount to about eighteen pence for every hun- 
dred pounds of taxable property, with the ex- 
ception of the poor-rates. The poor are rather 
numerous in this diftrict, and fix hundred and 
forty. dollars are raifed yearly for their fupport. 
The common price of labour is three fhillings 
and fix-pence a day, with board ; and the price 
of land fluctuates between thirty-two and forty- 
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feven. dollars per acre; in proportion to the ftate: 
of its inclofures, cultivation, and buildings. Bread 
made of rye or Indian corn is the’ common food 
of the labourer, who, in addition to this, has: 
meat three times a day. 

We arrived at Trap, and intended to dine at 
Pottfgrove; but we were under the neceflity of 
returning by the fame road we had come.: The 
fervant, who fhould have joined us an-hour be-' 
fore, did not arrive; and as we knew this delay 
muft have been occafioned by fome accident, we 
were determined to learn what it was. We met 
him about a mile from Trap, leading both his: 
horfes by the bridle, but without the baggage, 
which had fallen off four miles farther back, and 
our poor Jofeph being unable to procure any af-: 
fiftance, and fuppofing that we fhould be uneafy: 
on his account, had left it in the care-of a wo-" 
man, and had proceeded thus far to inform us of: 
his misfortune. We therefore returned the other: 
four miles, and placed the baggage again on the 
horfe, but in fo indifferent a manner, that after: 
we had travelled two miles, it was again likely: 
to fall off. Mr. Guillemard, taking every thing. 
into confideration, convinced us, that the horfe 
was too heavily, as. well as unfkilfully laden, 
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and we therefore refolved to procure 4 Waggorls 
to convey our baggage to the inn. 

During our ftay at the inn, to which we fe- 
furned, we learned, in the courfe of converfation 
with a furgeon, that the number of gentlemen 
of his profeffion is pretty confiderable in this dif- 
trict ; that one is to be met with every fix or feven 
miles; that their fee for a vifit at the diftance of 
two miles, is one fhilling, and every additional 
mile adds one fhilling more, befides the charge for 
medicines; that inoculation of children for the 
{mall-pox is very common ; that the fee for this 
operation amounts to two dollars; that the moft 
a phyfician of known abilities can make, in this 
part of the country, is one thoufand three hun- 
dred dollars a year, but that very few make fo 
much, in confequence of which, all medical men, 
with few exceptions, follow fome other employ- 
ment befides their profeffion, and become cither 
farmers or fhop-keepers, to increafe their income. 

Although the inn, at which we put up, was 
not that which had been pointed out to us, and 
was, in fact, no better than a {mall, miferable ale- 
houfe lately opened ; yet we met with very good 
accommodation. We had tea and coffee for : 
breakfatt; bacon, tongue, and eggs for dinner, 

| and 
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and every thing tolerably clean. Whilft we were 


contriving the means of fending our baggage to _ 


Reading, the {tage-coach happened to pafs, and 
took charge of it: we then continued our jour- 
ney to Pottfgrove. , | 

The road thither is exactly of the fame de- 
feription with that’ between. Norris Town and 
Trap. The ground where it confitts of fand, is 
good, but extremely bad’where the foil is rich, 
having been entirely foaked through by the rain, 
which fell the day before yefterday ; the foil 
confifts, in general, of a ferruginous earth, par- 
ticularly near Pottfgrove. The land{cape is beau- 
tiful along this road, abounding with a great va- 
riety of fine views, wonderfully enlivened by the 
verdure of the corn-fields and meadows. We 
pafled through fome parts of the country, where 
the grafs was fine, {trong, and thick, in fhort, as 
good as it could poffibly be. If agriculture were 
better underftood in thefe parts ; if the fields were 
well mowed and well fenced ; and if fome treés 
had been left ftanding in the middle or on the 
borders of the meadows, the moft beautifal parts 
of Europe could not be more pleating. But 
thefe eternal fences of dead wood, thefe dry 
maize-ftubbles of lat year, thefe decayed trees, 
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which are left ftanding until they are rottert, 


and the abfolute want of verdant trees in the 
corn-fields and meadows; greatly impair the 
beauty of the landfcape, but without being able 
entirely to deftroy its variety and charms. 

The country about Pottfgrove is {till more 
pleafant ; the plain, ‘n which this {mall market- 
town is fituate, 1s more extenfive than any We 


have hitherto feen, and, at the fame time, is in 


the higheft degree of cultivation. The foref- 
cht on the left and in 


mountains, which are in fi 
ders to this land- 


the front, form beautiful bor 
feape. 
In the neighbourhood of Pottfgrove we again 
difcovered the Schuylkill, which we had left 
nédr Norris ‘Lown. Along. its whole courfe its 
banks are delightful, and all the land, through 
which it pafles, is good. I do not know a finer 
river in point of water and views. if European 
tafte and magnificence adorned the banks of the 
Schuylkill with.country-feats, it would not be 
excelled either by. the Seine or the Thames. 
Pottfgrove is a, market town, and originally 
jaid out by a quaker-family, of the name of Port. 
About forty years ago they purchafed land of the 


ftate at a yery. low price, and fold it afterwards 
at 
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ata confiderable profit, according as it was 


more or lefs fought after. It is now worth 
thirty dollars in the town, and from thirty to 
thirty-feven in the adjacent country. The fa- 
mily of Pott have eftablifhed confiderable iron 
forges, and by means of thefe much increafed 
the fortune, which they acquired by the fale of 
the lands. They are generally fuppofed to be 
very tich. Pottfgrove confifts at prefent of about 


thirty well built houfes, and belongs to the dif-. 


trict of Douglas, which forms a part of the county 
of Montgomery. The poors-rate are very incon= 


‘ fiderable, and all neceffaries of life are cheaper 


here by nearly half than at Philadelphia. 

As I alighted from my horfe, I difcovered a 
Frenchman, among the feveral perfons whe were 
ftanding at the door of the inn, by a certain 
characteriftic deportment, which is eafily dif- 
cernible in individuals of all nations, but more 
particularly fo in a Frenchman. An involuntary 
movement, fome natural feeling, drew me: tor 
wards him. His name is GerBIER ; he is ane- 
phew of the celebrated advocate’ of Paris, by 
whom he was brought up, and:the fon of a fa- 
mous advocate at Rennes, of whom he has receiv 
ed no intelligence during thefe lait ten months, 
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In St.:Domingo, where he refided formerly asa 
merchant,.he married a Creole, a friend and 
fchool ‘companion of Madame de MontTvute, 
with whom he lives in one of the houfes of this 
borough. 

It isimpoffible to meet with a Frenchman in 
thefe times, without being called ‘upon to liften 
to the hiftory of his loffes, his misfortunes, and to 
his refentments naturally refulting from them. 
Mr. Gerbier’s account of his misfortunes, how- 
ever, was very fhort, though they appear to me 
very great. As to his refentment, he exprefled 
himfelf on this point asa man of fenfe, who 
wifhes not to entertain any. He feemed melan- 
choly and dejected, yet poffeffing a {trong mind. 
Misfortunes, borne with patience and refignation, 
are ever fure to excite compaffion: I heartily 
fyimpathife in thofe, which have fallen to his lot. 
He pofleffes a fmall portion of land in Afylum, 
whither he intends to remove, as foon as his wife 
has recovered from her lying-in. He {poke with 
much praife of M. de BLacons, of the excel- 
lent Mr. Keatine, of M. De Montvuwe, and 
of Du Perir Tuovars. He appeared to mea 
mild and worthy man, but rather too much de 
preffed by misfortune; for, at his age, and with 
| his 
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his abilities, he might find numerous refources in 
this country. After he had left me, he received a 
letter from his mother, a lady turned of feventy. 
She informed him, that fhe and his father were 
both well; that they had fortunately efcaped the 
dreadful guillotine, the drownings and fhootings, 
which would ever difgrace the French revolu- 
tion; that they could not fend him any moncy 
at that time, but that they would pay any fum, 
for which he chofe to draw on them, This wife 
and fenfible letter was written, however, in the 
language of liberty. The poor young man was 
happy to perceive, that I participated in his joy ; 
and yet this glimpfe of fun-fhine was not able to 
difperfe the profound melancholy which cloud- 
ed his mind. I muft obferve, that Mr. Gerbier’s 
mother, in the defcription which fhe gave of the 
fituation of France, fpoke of great diftreis, and 
efpecially of the depreciation of affignats, which 
was fo great, that a fowl coft two hundred 


livres in paper money, and three livres in fpecie, 


The inn at Pott{grove is very good ; it 1s kept 
by a German. The inhabitants of this borough 
are moftly Germans. Here we found the ftage- 
coach, by which we had fent our luggage; but 
the letter-cafe, which contained Mr. Guille- 
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mard’s money, had been left behind in Trap. 
Endeavouring to think of every thing, my tra- 
yelling, companion thinks, in fact, of nothing. 
Thus-we are obliged to fend back to Trap, to 
fetch.the letter-cafe, even if it be not ftolen, a 
point which we fhall learn to-morrow at Read- 


ing, 


On Thurfday, the 7th, 


We ftopped at the White Horfe, four miles 
from Pottfgrove.. This inn is kept by a French- 
man, a native of Lorrain, who has married an 
American woman; the daughter of a native of 
Avignon, by a woman from Franche-Comté, 
The whole family fpeak bad Englifh and. bad 
French, but probably. good German. They pay 
a rent of eighty-fix dollars for fifty acres of land 
and the houfe ; their owner lives very near, and 
keeps a fhop. The houfe and the land, which 
is Of very good quality, would have been worth 
fixty dollars more, had it been let to a private 
family. But the fhopkeeper had. very juftly 
calculated, that a good tavern fo near his houfe 
was of more value to him than fixty dollars, 
and that a well frequented inn could-not but 
procure cuftomers to his fhop, from whom he 
| would 
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would be likely to derive advantages far exe 
ceeding the fum which he thus facrificed. 

The good people of the inn enquired with 
much eagernefs for news from France. ~My 
friend told them, that it would be obliged to 
fuftain another and more dreadful campaign. 
« How! a ftill more dreadful one than the pre- 
ceding campaign, they exclaimed, “ notwith- 
ftanding the Englifh were beaten laft year?” 
«There are many other enemies,’ replied ‘my 
friend, ‘‘ Ruffians, Auftrians.” ‘‘ Aye, aye; ~faid 
the good people, ‘all thofe who do not like 
liberty; but the French will neverthelefs tri- 
umph, if it pleafe God, over ‘all the +." 
Thefe are the fentiments, and fuch 1s the lan- 
guage of moft Americans ; and indeed this muft 
be the opinion of all, who are not acquainted 
with the crimes attending our revolution; and 
even they who are fo, very juftly impute them 
to the various factions, and carefully diftinguith 
and feparate them from the caufe of liberty. 
The principles and conduct of the coalefced 
powers are treated with the fame degree of in- 
dignation as thofe of the -terrorifts. The lefs 
informed clafs of men confider the matter in 
this light, and, in fact, in this light it fhould»be 
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confidered by all, who are able to lay afide for a 
moment their grief and their misfortunes, and 
to contemplate the true nature of the cafe with 
a calm, unbiaffed mind. Liberty is now ftrug- 
gling with defpotifm. If the caufe of liberty 
prove triumphant, it will be able to organize 
itfelf, and to acquire regularity and order; it 
will ceafe to be anarchy, and become true na- 
tional freedom. If defpotif{m triumph, it will 
organize itfelf for no other purpofe, but to en- 
flave the world. 

The fituation of this borough, and likewife 
of all other places on the road from Pottfgrove 
to Reading, is delightful. Indeed the country 
appears to become more lively and populous, 
the nearer we approach the latter town. Corn 
and faw mills are numcrous here; and there 
are many creeks with {trong currents, which 
turn the wheels of fome iron-forges. The moun- 
tains, which rife on the banks of the Schuylkill, 
and feparate Reading from the other part of the 
county, begin to form a ridge, which at firft 
ftretches along under the name of Oley Hills, 
and afterwards takes that of Lehi-hili. Thofe 
marks of the increafing improvement of the 
country, which are obfervable as far as Bethlem 
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and the Delaware, are alfo perceivable here. 
Log-houfes, conftructed of trunks of trees, laid 
one upon another, the interftices of which are 
filled up with clay, are feen no longer, having 
been replaced by framed houfes, confifting how- 
ever of balks, properly hewn. and fhaped, and 
covered with boards; and even buildings of a 
{till better conftruction are already to be feen in 
fome parts. ‘They now build only with ftone 
and brick, and no woodland remains to be con- 
verted into arable ground. The wood that is 
ftanding is left for confumption. Oak fells at 
three dollars and half, and hickory at four dol- 
lars and half a fathom. A few miles from 
Reading the price of land is from twenty-five 
to thirty dollars, if covered with wood; and 
from one hundred and ten to one hundred and 
thirty dollars if grafs-land. Day labourers re- 
ceive three fhillings, carpenters and mafons four 
fhillings a day. 

We overtook the ftage-coach again at the 
White Horfe, where the paffengers breakfatted. 
It appears fomewhat ftrange to Europeans, to 
fee the coachman eat at the fame table with 
the paffengers; but it would feem equally 
{trange to Americans, to fee the coachman eat- 
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ing by. himfelf. « It is futile to argue againft the 
cuftoms of a country ; we mutt fubmit. Equa- 
lity,’ pretended equality, which widely differs 
from true freedom, is the foundation of this 
cuftom, which, in fact, injures nobody ; it 1s 
for the fame reafon, that the fervants, who wait 
at dinner or breakfaft, are feated, except while 
they are ferving you, and that the landlord at- 
tends you with his hat on his head. A man may 

e allowed to diflike this. cuftom, without pof- 
felling any extravagant fhare of weak pride. An 
inn-keeper, a fhoe-maker, a taylor, are naturally 
at liberty to wait on people, or to let it alone ; 
but if they choofe to wait on others, they fhould 
keep at a proper diftance, and obferve the re- 
{pect, which becomes their fituation. _ It mutt 
be obferved, however, that many an inn-keeper 
in America isa captain or a major; nay, | have 
feen drivers of ftage-coaches, who were colonels ; 
fuch things are very common in America. There 
is much greater propriety in the. cuftom that 
prevails in England, where the tradefman 1s 
‘treated with politenefs and refpect. by his em- 
ployers, whilft he, in return, obferves the due 
decorum. of his fituation, without meanly facri- 
ficing that noble principle of liberty, which every 
; Englifhman 
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Englifhman cherifhes ‘with confcious. pride: it 
will foon be'the fame in France. 

Reading, the chief town. of the county of 
Berks, which contains about thirty thoufand in- 
habitants, is fituate on the banks of the Schuyl- 
kill. The building of the firftt houfes com- 
menced in. 1752. The. family of Penn repur- 
chafed the land, which they had originally dif- 
pofed of, for the purpofe of building: on this 
{pot the chief town of the county. It confifts 
at prefent of about five hundred houfes ;. a few 
of thofe which were firft built are full {tand- 
ing; they are log-houfes, and the interftices be- 
tween the trunks of the trees are filled up with 
{tone or plafter. In confequence of the flight 
manner in which they were. finifhed; feveral of 
them have tumbled down; vanity has pulled 
down others; but all thofe built within thefe 
few laft years are of ftone or brick, and have a 
neat .appearance. The town is improving in 
point of buildings ; the ftreets. are broad and 
ftraight, and the foot-paths are fhaded by trees, 
planted in front of the houfes. | 
_. This town has little or no trade, and {carcely 
any manufactures. There:is one, at which a 


confiderable number of coarfe hats are fabricated 
of 
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of wool, procured from Philadelphia, to which 
place the hats are fent for fale ; with a few tan- 
yards, which prepare leather for the confumption 
of the town and neighbouring country. The 
population of Reading is eftimated at about two 
thoufand five hundred fouls, confifting chiefly 
of lawyers and inn-keepers. Some new houfes 
were built in the courfe of laft year ; but no in- 
creafe of the number of inhabitants has been ob- 
ferved for feveral years. ‘They are all either 
Germans, or of German defcent; great numbers 
of the inhabitants of the town and neighbour- 
ing country do not underftand a word of Eng- 
lifh, and yet all the public acts, and all the ju- 
dicial proceedings are drawn up and conduéted in 
the Englifh language. Hence it often happens, 
in ‘the courfe of law-fuits, that the judges un- 
derftand no German, and the parties, witneffes, 
and jurymen, no Englifh, which renders the 
conftant attendance of interpreters neceflary, to 
repeat to the judges the depofition of the wit- 
nefies, and to the jurymen the fumming-up of 
the judges. The adminiftration of juftice is 
therefore extremely imperfe&t. Many law-fuits, 
however, having no other objeé than to fatisfy 
the hatred and paffion of the moment, by drag- 


ging 











NORT AMERICA, CANADA, &c. A7 


ging an adverfary before the judge, both par- 
ties are frequently fatisfied with the fentence, 
of whatever complexion it may be. How many 
differences might be fettled on amicable terms, 
but for this revengeful difpofition to proceed to 
extremities, which prevails in all countries, and 
enfures to lawyers a certain fubfiftence ; or ra- 
ther how many law-fuits might be accommo- 
dated, but for the great number of lawyers and 
courts of juftice! Law-fuits are very frequent 
in Reading, and originate chiefly in debts, quar- 
rels, and affaults. ) 

There is-a printer in Reading, who publifhes 
a German gazette weekly ; the price is a dollar 
a year. The fale extends as far as Pitthburg, 
and does not exceed one thoufand one hundred 
copies. Every one here, as well as in all other 
parts of America, takes an intereft in {tate af- 
fairs, is extremely eager to learn the news of 
the day, and difcuffes politics as well as he is 
able. 

There are three churches in Reading; one 
for the people called Quakers, another for Ko- 
man Catholics, and the third for Lutherans. The 
two laft are much frequented by Germans, in 
whofe native language the fermons are delivered. 

Every 




















48 TRAVELS THROUGH 
Every ore pays for the fupport of that form of 
worfhip, which he has chofen for himfelf, fre- 
quently without attending it, whichis to his 
tafte, to which he is accuftorned, or which 
fome whim or other moves him to prefer. 
Generally fpeaking, few men go to church, 
at leaft few of the firft clafs. Religious wor- 
fhip is left chiefly to the women, who, form- 
ing the leaft bufy clafs of mankind, are the motit 
affiduous frequenters of the theatres and the 
churches. The Lutheran church is much re- 
forted to in the morning, and the Roman Ca- 
tholic fervice in the evening. The minifters, 
who.are paid by fubfcription, receive about four 
hundred dollars per annum. Being without po- 
litical importance, and confined to their ecclefi- 
aftical functions, they are religious, humane, 
and tolerant. _ lf their conduct were otherwife, 
their parifhioners would change them juft as 
readily as withdraw their employment. from a 
fhoe-maker, who fhould make bad fhoes. They: 
live in perfe& harmory with one another.’ The 
fermons delivered in the different churches are 
chiefly. of a moral caft. Lutherans, Roman Ca- 
tholics, and Quakers intermarry with each other. 
Mr. Reap, the gentleman to whom we had a 
| letter 
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létter of introduction, has ten children, two of 
whom only have been baptized; the reft are 
left to choofe their religion for themfelves, if 
they think proper; when they arrive at years of 
difcretion. | 

The fortunés of thofe, who are accounted 
ptople of property in Reading, are in general 
moderate. An income of eighteen’ hundred or 
two thoufand dollars a year is deemed large; 
and at leaft a part of fuch incomes is always 
earned by fome ufeful employment. Here are 
indeed fome gentlemen poffeffed of large pro- 
perty, but then this has been generally obtained 
by commerce, or elfe accumulated in the town 
itfelf by difhonourable means, namely, by buy- 
ing up, at a low price, demands againft poor 
{mall proprietors, and driving them from their 
poffeflions by judicial proceedings. ‘The num- 
ber of people, who have made fortunes in thig 
Manner, is not great ; yet there certainly are 
about three of them ‘in the town, who poflefs 
capitals: amounting to two hundred and fifty or 
three hundred thoufand dollars. 

~The fentiments of the inhabitants of this town 
andthe neighbouring country are very good, 
and breathe a warm attachment to the federal 
- Vor. E government. 
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government. There is no democratic fociety. 
Reading fent about eighty volunteers on the 
expedition againft Pittiburg, forty of whom 
were equipped to ferve as cavalry. They all 
belonged to rich families, and were engaged in 
bufinefs; but either their own Zeal, or the in- 
fluence of their relations, impelled them to de- 
vote themfelves to the public good. In confe- 
quence of this public fpirit, a fociety has been 
formed at Reading, called the Fire SociETY,* 
the members of which enter into an obligation 
to keep at their common expence two fire en- 
gines, and each at his own expence two buck- 
ets, a bafket, and a fack, and to attend at the 
firft alarm of fire. This fociety, which refem- 

bles that of Philadelphia, and many others of — 
the fame defcription, which are very common 
all over America, fpares government an eX- 
pence, which otherwife it would be obliged to 
incur, and enfures a more {peedy afliftance to 
fufferers, than any public inftitution could pof- 
fibly afford. It will perhaps be faid, that this 
fociety originated from the perfonal intereft of 


* The eftablifhment of a company for infurance from 
lofs by fire, may be expected to follow next, in the pro- 
grefs of improvements at Reading.—Zran/lator. 
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every individual member or fubferiber : be it fo; 
for what elfe is public fpirit, but private intereft 
properly underftood ? 

Some public buildings, fuch as a large houfe 
for the different officers of the county, and the 
archives, a prifon, and a feffions houfe, have 
been very lately built at the expence of the 
county. The taxes are very fmall. Of three 
lawyers, with whom we paffed the greateft part 
of our time at Reading, not one could inform 
me of the exact total amount of the taxes, but 
they all agreed, that they are very inconfider- 
able, or next to nothing. The county-taxes 
and poor-rates, taken all together, may perhaps 
amount to about fixpence in the’ pound, or a 
fortieth part of the yearly income. On parti- 
cular occafions, or when public buildings are to 
be erected, they are doubtlefs higher, but never 
fo high as to take from a rich man more than 
saps dollars a year. 

There are weekly two market days in Read- 
ing, and the market is well {upplied with pro- 
vifion, In fuch diftriéts as lie near the market, 
the price of building-ground, two hundred feet 
in depth, is twenty-five dollars per foot ; in 
Jefs populous parts of the town only ten dol- 
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lars... The rent for large convenient houfes, at 
fome diftance from the town, amounts to one 
hundred and fifty dollars. The price of land 1s 
about twenty-two dollafs an acte, and near the 
town from thirty-two to thirty-fix dollars. 
Meadows néar the town coft one hundred and 
fifty dollars. A great number of them belong 
to the family of Penn in right of purchatfe ; 
fr it is well known, that all lands and tene- 
ments, which this family held im fee, were re- 
deemed by the ftate, on sranting indemnifica- 
tion more or lefs adequate to their value. 
The Schuylkill does not flow through the 
town, but at a diftance of about five thoufand 
paces. A project is formed for extending the 
town to the bank of the river, and it will cer- 
tainly be carried into effe&, as foon as the canal, 
which is to join the Schuylkill with the Suf- 
quehannah, fhall be finifhed, a part of which is 
already completed. Reading will then become 
+ confiderable ftaple for inland traffic. A toler- 
ably extenfive eorn-trade is already carried on 
here, In witter, when the navigation 1s ob- 
firuéted by ice, the neighbouring farmers, who 
happen to be in want of money, bring their corn 
to town. ‘The wealthy inhabitants buy it at a 
low 
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low price, lay it up in granaries, and fend it to 
Philadelphia as. foon as the river is navigable, 
as it is, in general, for veflels of one hundred 
or two hundred tons burthen, except when it 
is frozen. 

The banks of the Schuylkill are exquifitely 
beautiful near Reading, indeed more fo than in 
any other part of its.courfe. On the fide oppo- 
fite to the town arifes a range of richly culti- 
vated hills, covered with as many houfes as 
can be expected in this country. Beyond thefe 
heights are mountains of more confiderable ele- 
vation: “and. beyond thefe are feen the lofty 
fummits of the Blue Mountains.. The whole 
form a profpecét at once pleafing and fublime. 
A great number of brooks run into the Schuyl- 
kill, and turn many paper, faw, plafter, and oil- 
mills in the vicinity of Reading. The inhabi- 
tants of the town are temperate, induftrious and 
prudent people. A tradefman clears as much 
money in a few years, as enables him to buy a 
plantation in the back country, where he either 
fettles himfelf, or fends one of his children. 
Perfons who quit Reading and its vicinity ge- 
nerally retire to the country around Sunbury 
and Northumberland, Some poor Germans from 
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time to time arrive here from Europe, get rich, 





purchafe a plantation, and retire. 

They marry here very young. Few women 
remain unmarfied beyond the age of twenty 
years: and marriages are very fruitful. The 














mortality among children 1s, upon an average, 
much lefs here than in. Philadelphia. The 
country is healthful. Perfons grey with age are 
numerous, and epidemical difeafes rarely break 
out. Living is cheaper here, by one half, than 

















in Philadelphia. 

We had letters to Mefirs. Read and BRIDLE, 
and cannot fpeak with fufficient praife of the 
handfome reception we experienced from thefe 
gentlemen. They anfwered all our queftions 
with a degree of patience as obliging on their 
part, as it was advantageous tous. The day we 
ftopped at Reading was fpent at Mr. Bridle’s, 
where we found Mr. Read, Judge Rusu, bro- 
ther to Doftor Rusu of Philadelphia, and Pre- 
fident of the diftri&t, Gencral Rover, who, dur- 
ing the laft war, ferved conftantly under La 
Fayertre, and holds now the place of Regif- 
trar, Mr. Eck arp, an actuary, and Mr. Evans, 
who is a lawyer as well as Mefirs. Read and 


Bridle. The converfation was pleafant enough. 
It 
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It conftantly turned upon the political fituation 
of Europe, of which every one will talk, and 
which is rightly underftood by none. But it 
is the topic of the day, tothe difcuffion of which 
we muft fubmit. Excellent principles of go- 
vernment, a warm attachment to France, ab- — 
horrence of the crimes which have been com- 
mitted, and fervent wifhes for her welfare, 
formed the prominent features of the conver- 
fation. Several very acute and judicious obfer- 
vations on the fubjeé&t of England were made, 
which did not befpeak great partiality for that 
country. The gentlemen fpoke with enthufiafm 
of WASHINGTON, With gratitude and efteem of 
La Fayette, and, in fhort, difplayed the mott 
laudable feelings. During a walk we met fome 
ladies, who, to judge from the manner in which 
their attendants conduéted themfelves, muft be 
of very little importance in fociety. Mr. Bridle, 
who, without faying a word, gave us tea in the 
evening, feemed {carcely to have eaten his din- 
ner. 

The civility of our friends in Reading was 
not confined to a kind reception; they alfo of- 
fered us letters to gentlemen at Lancafter, and 
in other places on our road, which, though we 
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were. already provided with a tolerable number, 
we accepted with the fame fatisfaction as they 
were offered, 

One of thefe letters procured me an_ intros 
duétion into the farm of Angelico. I was de- 
firous of being more accurately acquainted with 
the ftate of agriculture and hufbandry about 
Reading, which, in Philadelphia, had been point- 
edout to me as the moft perfect in all Penntfyl- 
vania, and I therefore wifhed to converfe with 
one of the beft informed farmers; Mr. Lv ans 
had been named to meas fuch. He fuperintends 
and manages the farm of Angelico for Mr. N1- 
CHOLSON in Philadelphia, who bought it three 
years ago of Governor Mirrziin. ‘This farm, 
which lies three miles from Reading on the way 
to Lancafter, confifts of nine hundred acres, 
four hundred only of which have hitherto been 
cultivated, and fifty of. thefe lie in padture, 
From fixty. to feventy acres confift of the fineft 
meadows, fome of which are fown with cloyer., 
They are watered at pleafure, partly by the An- 
gelico, a {mall brook from which the place takes 
its name, and partly by a very copious {pring, 
which waters fuch parts as are not within reach 
of the Angelico. The grafs is fine, ftrong, and 
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bufhy, and the only care:taken of it confifts ina 
flight irrigation. The reft of the land is under 
the plough, and: produces wheat, rye, buck- 
wheat, oats, and Indian. corn, but without any 
fixed rotation of crops. . The land is of the beft 
quality, being a rich clay, from twenty-four to 
twenty-eight inchesdeep, Some places are ftony. 
More or-lefs manure is laid-upon the foil every 
three years. From four to five cart-loads of 
dung, about fifteen hundred weight each, are 
generally allotted to an acre; but the dung is 
far from being in a {tate to anfwer the intended 
purpofe. ‘The produce of the firft. year, after 
the ground has been cleared, is twenty-five 
bufhels of wheat, forty bufhels of rye, forty 
bufhels of barley, eighty bufhels of oats, twenty- 
five bufhels of Indian corn, per acre. It would 
produce confiderably more, if the wood were 
felled in a more careful manner, and the ground 
fomewhat deeper tilled. It is the cuftom, and 
confequently the general opinion, that the 
ground mutt not be ploughed deeper than four 
or five inches. J] have conyerfed with Mr. Evans 
on this {ubject, who could not help allowing, 
that the above opinion is erroneous. He was 
entirely of my way of thinking; but it is the 
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cuftom, and that has more weight than the 
cleareft reafoning.. Newly cleared land fome- 
times produces better crops after the fecond and 
the third year’s tillage, than at the firft; and 
this generally happens when the ground has not 
been cleared with fufficient care. The ufual 
produce of this land is ten bufhels of wheat, 
twenty of rye, twenty of barley, forty of oats, 
and eighty of Indian corn. ‘This diftriét has not 
fuffered from certain infects, called /ice, which 
occafion fometimes confiderable mifchief to the 
crops; nor had the Heflian fly much damaged 
the corn here. The plough-fhare is of iron; 
it has but one broad fide bent towards the right. 
It is il contrived, and turns up the ground very 
imperfectly. ‘Two horfes are able to draw the 
plough in a pretty ftrong foil. The work of the 
farm is performed by five men, fix horfes, and 


twelve oxen. Mr. Evans’s wife and children 


manage the bufinefs of the houfe, of a pretty 
confiderable dairy, and of the poultry-yard, 
which is much better ftocked with fowls than 


American farms ufually are. ‘The: butter which 
is not confumed in the houfe, is fent in winter 
to Philadelphia ; but in fummer they make good 
cheefe; which is fold for ten pence a pound. 


The 
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The corn is either fold in Philadelphia or Read- 
ing. Mr. Evans fattens fome oxen, but their 
number does not exceed eighteen, though he 
poflefles feventy acres of meadow land} thefe 
oxen, together with his twelve cows and fix 
horfes, confume almoft all his hay, for he fells 
very little. He keeps it in barns, and fome- 
times in {tacks made after the Englifh manner, 
but fo very badly, that they generally tumble 
down. Every acre of meadow, if mowed twice 
a year, yields from three to four tuns of hay, 
and the price of this article was laft year four- 
teen dollars a tun. 

Mr. Evans keeps no more than forty or fifty 
fheep. . This {mall number affords an additional 
proof of the prejudices, which prevail in this 
country; ‘*‘ to keep many of them,’? Mr. Evans 
obferved, ‘* would be the certain means of 
lofing them all.” On my mentioning to. him 
the example of England, he faid, ‘*.1 know all 
this, but it is the cuftom here, and a wife cuf- 
tom it is; for our neighbour, Mr. MorGan, 
who would keep more, and had a good ‘fhepherd 
from Europe, loft them all. We do not with 
for more than are neceflary to fupply us with 
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wool for eur own cloathing, and that of our 
people, and on that account keep no more.’ 
The ftate of agriculture is here exactly the 
fame as in the remoteft provinces of France, 
Prejudices, maxims handed down from father to 
fon, ufages, ignorance, and confequently obfti- 
nacy, govern every thing, The fheep are tor 
lerably good, and yield excellent wool. Before 
I faw them, I afked the fhepherd, whether the 
wool was fhort or long ?. he an{wered, ‘* that 
it grew longer towards the time of fhearing it.” 
1 explained to him the meaning of the terms, 
long and fhort wool, the difference between the 
fheep which produce it, the different purpofes 
they are fit for in the manufactories, and, cone 
fequently, the reafons why, in different parts 
ef England, one fort of fheep is kept in ’pre- 
ference to another. He liftened to me, and res 





























plied, ‘* of all this we know nothing here,” It 
is the cuftom not to keep a ram upon the farm ; 
they enquire where a good one may be found, 
and either hire him or fend the ewes to him. 
Mr. Evans fattens his oxen with hay, and flour 
of Indian corn, of which he allots to each, 
twice a day, fix quarts, or fix-fixteenths of a 
bufhel : 
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bufhel : his oxen afé tolerably good, but not re- 
markably fo. In my prefence he fold feventeen, 
which were all he had at that time, and among 
which was an old bull and a fine cow. For 
thefé he received nine hundred and fix dollars ; 
the cow alone coft forty-two; fhe was three 
years old, large fized, of a good fort, and was 
bought for breédifig ii another part of the 
country. 3 

Turnips for feeding cattle are cultivated only 
in gardens like pot-herbs, to the extent of a 
quarter or half an acré. The cultivation of 
cabbages and turnips in the fields is unknown. 
Potatoes are planted in great abundance. The 
art of setting good dung is as little known Here 
as all other branches of agriculture, which re- 
quire the leaft judgment. There is no hole in 
the farm-yard to colle& the dung; nothing is 
done to improve it by the urine from the diffe- 
rérnit ftables, ot to prevent the rain from wafhs 
ing away its {trength; it lies in the farm-yard in 
large heaps, doés nof rot, but is entirely dried up. 

In other refpects this is one of the finetft 
eftates that can be defired: The foil, the fitua- 
tion, and every thing confidered, leave nothing 
to with for but a more fkiful cultivation, of 


which 
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which it is as capable as any other fpot in the 
world. In point of profpec and picturefque 
effect, its fituation is charming, being in a large, 
delightful valley, which is well watered, and. 
furrounded by a multitude of the moft pleafant 
hills, partly cultivated, and partly covered with 
wood. 

A faw-mill forms a part of this eftate ; it is 
conftantly employed either for the ufe of the 
eftate, for the pofleflor, or the public. The 
price of labour is three fhillings for one hundred 
feet of plank. The mill has but one faw, 
though there isa fufficient quantity of water 
for at leaft three. -This water, which can be 
difpofed of at pleafure, might very conveniently 
turn feveral other mills, and thus encreafe both 
the value of the eftate, and the induftry of the 
country; as the produce is fure to meet witha 
ready fale either in Philadelphia or Reading. 
The fences and farm-buildings, which Governor 
Mifflin left in very bad condition, are now re- 
pairing, and will foon be in very good order. | 

Mr. Nicholfon pays Mr. Evans, who ac- 
counts to him for the outgoings and expendi- 
ture, but who has not yet remitted him any 
money. He intends, undoubtedly, by this ma- 
| nagement, 
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nagement, to put the eftate into a good condi- 
tion, and to raife its. value beyond that which 
landed property has hitherto acquired in Ame- 


rica. At this time a bufhel of wheat fells for 


fifteen fhillings, Indian corn for three fhillings, 
and oats for five fhillings. Labourers are eafily 
procured here in fufficient number for all the 
purpofes of agriculture. From the account I 
have given of this eftate, it is evident, that its 
value would be very confiderable, if it were bet- 
ter managed. 

The five hundred acres, which le unculti- 
vated, fupply the neceflary timber for repairing 
the houfe and out-buildings, and alfo wood for 
fuel; which, as I have already mentioned, is 
fold at Reading from three and a half, to four 
aud a half dollars per, cord, according to the 
quality of the wood. The expence for felling, 


cutting it, and carrying it to Reading, amounts 


o 
ro) 
to one dollar two-thirds. _Mr. Evans is of opi- 
nion, that this tract of land fhould neither be 
cultivated, nor the wood fold for fuel, becaufe 
the trees, if fuffered to grow, encreafe the value 
of the land far beyond what it can be worth, 
if applied to any other ufe. I know not how 
far he may be right. To form a correct opinion 
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on this: fubje&t, it would be riecéffary to traverfe 
thé wood, to be acquainted with the wants and 
éuitoms of the country; and befides, it is well 
Known, that in France, where the management 
of woods is fingularly well underftood, the rear- 
ing of treés 18 deenied one of the moft difficult 

arts. | 
My friend, Mr. Guillemard, who is more fond 
of his bed, and lefs partial to farms, than I am, 
fuffered me to leavé Réading fome hours before 
him ; he overtook me at Angelico, and thence 
we entéred upon our journey ‘to Lancafter. 
There is no public conveyance yet eftablifhed 
by the ftate between Lancafter and Reading, 
though thefe are both confiderable towns. The 
ftage-coach goes from Reading to Harrifburg, 
fituate on the Sufquehannah, and on the road to 
Pittfburg. Another ftage-coach goes from Har- 
tifburg to’ Lancafter, which forms a circuit of 
eighty miles; though, by the direct road, the 
diftance is only thirty-oné miles. There is, in- 
deed, a poft, which goes twice a. week from 
Bethlem to Lancafter, and pafles through Read- 
ing, but is of no ufe to travéllers. ‘This poft, 
which makes a journey of eighty miles, fre- 
quently arrivés without bringing one fingle let- 
ter ; 
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ter; every thing evinces, that the country is yet 
in an infant ftate, but fhews, at the fame time, 
that it is proceeding, by large and rapid ftrides, 
to a ftate of confiderable ftrength. 

The country between Reading and Lancafter 
abounds with mountains and vallies. The fors 
mer are not high, but run in ranges. ‘The val- 
lies are chearful, well watered, abound with 
fine meadows, and are tolerably well inhabited. 
Almoft all the inhabitants are Germans, or, at 
leaft, of German defcent. The greateft part fpeak 
no other language than German. The houfes 
are fmall, and kept in very bad order ; the barns 
are large, and in very good repair. ‘The general 
appearance of the country, which is very rich 
and pleafant, refembles that near the Voghefiant 
Mountains, except that here the mountains are 
not fo high. We continually meet with brooks 
or creeks, with numerous mills and a luxuriant 
verdure. ‘The road is tolerable, except in fome 
places, where it 1s miry, or rough with ftones. 
Four miles from Lancafter the hills decreafe in 
height, and two miles from the town they ter- 
minate in a plain. | 

On our way we ftopped at Ephrata, where 
we vifited the Dunxers, a fort of monks well 
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known in America by the folitary life they lead, 
though their number is but fmall. We hada 
letter to Father Mrzuer, the Dean of the fo- 
ciety. The houfe, which is built of a very in- 
different fort of ftone, and badly roofed with 
laths, is the refidence of feveral hermits, the re- 
mains of fixty, who formed the fociety about 
forty years ago. A few yards from this houfe 
ftands the nunnery of the order, which con- 
tains ten or twelve nuns, fubje&t to the fame 
rules. 

The venerable Father Miller is an old man, 
not far from eighty years of age. “His eyes ftill 
{parkle with a degree of fire, and his imagina- 
tion is ftill lively. Our curiofity led us to en- 
quire after the inftitution of the houfe, and the 
do&rines of the order. Father Miller fatisfied 
this curiofity in a manner the moft tedioully 
diffufe, by giving us a minute account of every 
point, however trifling, of the doétrine and hif- 
tory of the Dunkers. ‘This hiftory is a tiflue of 
abfurdities, like that of all monks. A ridicu- 
lous compound of ambition, and of the defire 
of infulating themfelves apart from the ftate, is 
common to them all. -The Dunkers were in- 
{tituted in the fame place where they at prefent 

| refide, 





NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. 67 


refide, byone Conrap PeyseL, a German, who, 
however, foon perceived, as well as themfelves, 
that the life of an anchorite is neither the moft 
pleafant, nor the moft ufeful in the world. He 
collected them intoa fociety, and conducted them 
to Pittfburg, which, at that time, was a wild, 
uninhabited place... The prior, who fucceeded 
Peyfel, intended, according to fome, to fubjec& 
his monks to a ftri€er difcipline; but, by the 
account of others,-he propoted to accuftom them 
to a wandering life; diflenfions arofe among 
them, and they paffed fome years in a ftate of 
continual difagreement ; they then difperfed, 
and afterwards united again in the fame place 
where they were. firft eftablifhed. The old 
monk told us, that they obferve a ftrid rule, 
and live with the utmoft frugality ; and that a 
communion of property is obferved among them 
without the leaft fupremacy, or any other dif« 
tinction whatever; he told us, that he goes 
himfelf to church regularly at midnight. They 
have made the vow of poverty and chaftity ; 
there are, however, fome, who marry, in which 
cafe they quit the houfe, and live with their 
wives elfewhere in the country. Others leave 
the houfe without marrying ; but thefe, Father 
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Miller obferved, violate, by fo doing, the oath 
they have taken; yet they cannot be profecuted 
for want of a law to that effect. They wear 2 
long gown made of grey cloth for the winter, 
and of white linen for the fummer, tied round 
the waitt with a ftrap of leather. They let the 
beard grow, and fleep on a bench, ** until,” 
faid Father Miller, ‘‘ they fleep in the grave.” 
This was his exprefion. The fpirit of the pre- 


fent age, and the country they inhabit, being 


equally averfe to a monatftic life, Father Miller 
perceives, with as much certainty as concern, the 
impending diffolution of his order, which has 
fome other eftablifhments in one or two coun- 
ties of Pennfylvania. As to the doctrines of the 
order, they are a medley of the moft abfurd te- 
nets of the Anabaptifts, Univerfalitts, Calvinitts, 
Lutherans, Jews, Methodifts, and Roman Ca- 
tholics. ‘They lament the fall of our firft pa- 
rent, who would rather have for his wife a car- 
nal being, Eve, than let the celeftial Sophia, 4 
being thoroughly divine, bear achild. She would 
have communicated only with the fpiritual na- 
ture of Adam; and thus a race would have 
been engendered all pure, and without the leatt 
corporeal ingredient. They lament the indul- 
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gence, which God fhewed in regard to this de- 
fire of Adam, who aéted on this occafion as 


brutes might do. However, God, according to 


their do@trine, has merely deferred the period of 
this ftate of perfection ; it is certainly to arrive, 
and the Dunkers forefee the time, when, after 
the general refurrection, the divine Sophia will 
defcend into every one of us. All this is to 
their fancy as evident and clear as the Song of 
Solomon. We wafted nearly two hours in 
liftening to the idle prate of the old monk, 
who was happy to entertain us on this fubjedt, 
and: particularly enraptured at the idea, that the 
Sophia would defcend into him. 

Another monk of the fame order, whom we 
met with, feemed to be lefs impreffed with this 
hope. He was a printer, a man of thirty years 
of age, who had lived thirteen years in this 
houfe. He told us, that the difcipline of the 
order is by no means fo ftriét, as the old monk 
pretended ; that they divide their earnings only 
if they choofe; that they live juft as they 
pleafe, and drink coffee and tea. He did not 
appear fo enthufiaftic a friend to the vow of 
chaftity as Father Miller ; and to our queftions, 
whether many brothers married, and whether 
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they were fuppofed to offend by fo doing, ails 
{wered, ‘¢ that many did, and that, in his opi- 
nion, they acted rightly; ** for,” {aid he, ** are 
Hot women truly charming?” Before we left 
Father Miller, whofe accounts the information 
of the young monk already fhewed to have 
greatly exaggerated every thing, we had an 
opportunity of convincing ourfelves, that he 
had misftated even the particulars of their way 
of living; for we found in a room, contiguous 
to his, a nice feather-bed, in which, he could 
not help confeffing, he flept fometimes, and in 
which, by the affertion of the young Dunker, 
he fleepsevery night. In the church we found 
a place as much diftinguifhed from the reft, as 
that of any prior of a convent of benedictine 
monks can be. Monks are every where the 
fame men, and live by deceiving others; they 
are every where impoftors: in Europe, and in 
America, men are the fame, when placed in the 
fame fituation. In point of furniture and out- 
ward appearance the houfe bears a near refem- 
blance to a capuchin convent, difplaying every 
where an oftentatious poverty by half-hidden 
beds of down. We did not vifit the nunnery, 
as we fhould have met there only the fame 
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follies, and the fame naufeous filth; befides, 
the nuns, being old, could not in the leaft in- 
tereft our curiofity, and we knew already enough 
of thefe Dunkers. They are a good-natured 
fort of people, they live upon the produce of an 
eftate of three hundred acres, injure nobody, 
are laughed at in the country, and yet tolerably 
well beloved: 

The foil between Reading and Bancear 3 is 
full of {mall lime-ftones, and flates, which are 
frequently found of a very large fize. Near 
Lancafter the quantity of lime-ftone encreafes : 
the whole country abounds with iron-mines ; 
andthe iron-works, which are very numerous 
between Bethlem and Reading, become more 
{trikingly fo between Reading and Lancafter, 
though many of them do not ftand near the 
road. We intended to vifit the iron-work of 
Mr. CoLMAN, one of the moift confiderable in 
the whole diftric&t ; but finding that it was too 
much out of our road, we relinquifhed the de- 


‘fign. All we could learn was, that the work- 


men receive from eight to ten dollars a month, 
befides board and lodging, The founder has five 
fhillings per tun. The price of caft-iron is thirty 
fhillings, and of iron in bars forty fhillings a tun, 
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The high price of grain in this place is faid to 
have much leflened the profits arifing from 
founderies. 

We had left the fervant, with the baggage 
horfe, at Reading, on account of his back being 
fore. My friend Guillemard. intended at firft to 
make the tour from Lancafter to Harrifburg 
without the fervant, and to fend him by the 
ftraight road to Northumberland, but Jofeph 
wifhed to fee Lancafter. Mr. Guillemard’s 
kindnefs could not refufe him this {mall favour ; 
he accordingly fet out for Lancafter fome hours 
after us, and brought the horfe thither; we had 
leffened his burthen, at leaft by eighty. pounds, 
and had fent feveral of Mr. Guillemard’s effects 


-to Philadelphia. The pack-faddle had been 


mended, and yet. the poor horfe’s back was 
worfe than before. ‘This is an accident truly 
difagreeable, and by no means unimportant; for 
the difpofition of my fellow traveller does not 
allow us to hope a {peedy end to our fufferings. 
We muft have patience, a virtue of material ufe 
in all fituations, while on the contrary impa- 
tience never ferves any good purpofe. 
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Lancafter, the 11th of May. 


We reached Lancafter at nine o’clock at 
night, the ufual fupper-time. The groom ar- 
rived the next morning with the difabled horfe. 
A delay in Lancafter, while the cure of the 
horfe was effected, proved the more unpleafant, 
as out of the twelve gentlemen, to whom we 
had letters of introduction,: three only were in 
town. General Hann, who lives a mile from 
Lancafter, happened to be there. We ac¢cord- 
ingly paid him a-vifit, and faw him, as well as 
his lady and children. But, by not returning 
our vifit, he gave us a pretty clear proof, that 
he was not very defirous of our repeating it. Mr. 
Bridle, though in town, was indifpofed; and 
Mr. MonTGoOMERY, to whom we had a letter 
from Mr. Bridle, of Reading, was not at home, 
when we called at his houfe. This concur- 
rence of unpleafant circumftances led us to the 
firm determination of removing at once the ob- 
ftacles, which, fince our departure from Phila- 
delphia, had obitructed the execution of our plan. 
In occurrences of a more ferious complexion. 
than this incident, experience has convinced me, 
that the fuccours of the moment, with which 
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irrefolute and indolent people are fo well pleafed, 
far from actually clearing-the way of difficul- 
ties; merely places them at a greater diftance, 
but, in fact, encreafes them. I was alfo {onfi- 
ble, that it is by far the beft and eafieft way, 
in all fimilar fituations, to do without every 
thing, which may prove troublelome. My 
friend. Guillemard is determined, to act upon 
the fame principle;. and we have refolved to 
reduce our baggage to what our three horfes 
can conveniently carry, and to:fend the reft 
back to Philadelphia. Thus relieved from all 
uneafinefs, our minds will be more capable of 
receiving the new knowledge, which we fhall 
ufe every opportunity to colle. Here we ga- 
thered our information from the landlord’s  fa- 
mily at the inn, where we had put up. 

This inn, the Swan, has been kept by Mr. 
Stow thefe thirty years.. He was a man of very 
confiderable property, but, fome time back, was 
much reduced by misfortunes ; having engaged 
in iron-works, and other bufinefs, he was de- 
frauded, and nearly ruined, and found himfelf 
under the neceflity of felling all the property he 
had acquired. Grief undermined his conftitu- 
tion ; butshis wife, pofleffed of more fortitude, 
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(as ‘women generally are) roufed his dejected 
fpirits. His honefty had never been impeached, 
and his fituation in life, as innkeeper and mem- 
ber of the aflembly of Pennfylvania, had’ made 
him known, and had obtained him friends, who 
affiftted him- with money, and procured him 
credit. One of them purchafed fifteen hundred 
acres of land, which he poffeffed near Wilki- 
barre, on the Sufquehannah, and, when the 
bargain was {truck, told him, that he fhould 
only confider himfelf as his truftee, and return 
the land for the fame money. His circumftances 
improved ; he has not only repaid the money 
for the Jands near Wilkfbarre,. which arejagain 
in his poffeffion, but has alfo purchafed others 
near Northumberland, married one of his daugh- 
ters, obtained commiffions in the army for two 
of his fons, and thus’recovered his former prof- 
perity. We had letters to him: he happened 
to be in Philadelphia; but his wife and two of 
his fons were at home, who furnifhed us with, 
perhaps, as much information, as we might have 
been able to procure, had we met with all the 
other perfons to whom we had letters of recom- 
mendation. 
Lancafter is the largeft inland town on the 
continent 
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continent of America. It ftands twenty miles 
from the Sufquehannah, and half a mile from 
the Conawango, a large ftream, ftocked with 
fifth; but not navigable. This diftrict was pre- 
fented to the family of Mr. WILLIAM HAMIL- 
TON, by the Penns, their relations... The town 
began to be built in 1731, with a view of its 
being the chief of the county. The land 1s 
not fold by the Hamiltons, but leafed out for 
a ground-rent, which they have raifed in pro- 
portion to the encreafed demands, and the ri- 
fing price of land in every place. As W. Ha- 
milton has ftill a great quantity of land left 
about the town, he difpofes of it in the fame 
manner; and his yearly income, compofed of 
unredeemable rents, amounts at prefent to four 
thoufand dollars. During the war the payment 
of thefe rents was colleéted with difficulty ; Mr. 


Hamilton, as well as the family of Penn, be- 


longing to the ‘Tory party. 

The population of Lancafter confifts of about 
fix or feven thoufand fouls. Inftead of increa- 
fing, it rather decreates at prefent, in confe- 
quence of the continual emigration of fuch in- 
habitants, as by their induiftry have acquired a 
fufficient fortune, to purchafe lands in the lefs 
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‘ahabited diftriéts of Pennfylvania, or im the 
moft diftant part of Maryland, and whom the 
high price of land, in the county of Lancafter, 
prevents from fettling here. 

Near the town, and even at fome diftance 
from it, the price of land is at prefent from fifty 
to eighty dollars per acre. Within thefe laft 
three years, it has been more than doubled. Ge- 
neral Hand bought, five years ago, the eftate on 
which he refides, two miles from the town, for 
twenty-five dollars per acre, and has lately re- 
fufed one hundred, which were offered him. 
Mr. Scott, fon-in-law of Mr. Slow, bought 
lately an eftate, for which he paid one hundred 
dollars per acre. The price of land has rifen 
nearly in the'fame proportion throughout Ame- 
rica, at leaft in all its cultivated parts. Mr. 
Slow, about five years ago, purchafed an eftate 
near Northumberland for forty fhillings per 
acre, and laft year fold it again for fifty-four 
fillings. With the profits he purchafed a 
pretty little eftate, fituate half a mile from 
Lancafter, between the road and the creek. 

This eftate, which contains one hundred and 
ten acres, is now in a fine ftate of cultivation. 
About eighteen or twenty acres he in gra{s, and 
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form the moft beautiful meadows ; twenty-five 
are covered with wood, and the reft are under 
the plough. He lays from twelve to fourteen 
tuns of dung oneach acre: no land lies fallow ; 
but he entertains the fame prejudices as the reft 
of the farmers in favour of flat ridges, and 
againft fheep. His fon, in whofe company I 
furveyed the eftate, confeffed, that the theory 
and praétice which prevail in Europe do not 
agree with the hufbandry of the Americans, but 
he is neverthelefs zealoufly wedded to their pre- 
judices, and caufes them to be clofely followed, 
not only on his father’s eftate, of which he has 
the matiagement, but alfo on his own near 
Northumberland. 

The land, in the environs of Lancafter, ex- 
ceeds in fertility that in the neighbourhood of 
Reading. An acre yields, upon an average, fif- 
teen bufhels of wheat, and other grain in pro- 
portion. 

Every thing ismuch dearer in Lancafter than 
in Reading. Day labourers are paid four fhillings 
per day, and are eafily procured. The inhabitants 
are the {ame good natured kind of people as at 
Reading, and equally laborious. In the town, 
as well as the neighbouring country, area great 

number 
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number of tan-yards, and many mills, from 
which the flour is fent to Philadelphia in wag- 
gons. Returning, thefe waggons commonly 
bring merchandize, which is expedited from 
this place to every part of the back country. 
The road has hitherto been very bad; a turn- 
pike-road, which is about to be made, and which 
will probably be completed this autumn, will 
doubtlefs much facilitate and promote the com- 
munication. The mealmen feem already to fa- 
miliarize themfelves with the idea of paying an 
additional toll of two or three dollars, and of 
providing larger wheels for their waggons. If 
the Sufguehannah fhall be made navigable as far 
as Wright, an event that cannot be far diftant ; 
the meal-trade will grow {till more confiderable 
in this diftrict, at leaft until the projected plan 
of rendering the Suatara and the Delaware na- 
vigable, by means of the Schuylkill, fhall be 
carried into effect. 

In a recently fettled and free country, it is 
feldom poffible to come at any certain refults of 
calculations, relative to trade and commerce. 
Thus the number of waggons, which are fent 
from Philadelphia to Lancafter and the neigh- 
bouring country, with flour and other provi- 
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fion, is not exaétly known; yet it is certain, 
that frequently from feventy to eighty waggons 
pafs through Lancafter in a day, and it 1s gene- 
rally believed, that Mr. Wituins, who fome 
years back, at his own expence, built a bridge on 
the road to Philadelphia, a mile from Lancafter, 
on condition of his being’ entitled to take a toll 
or pontage, clears that way every year one 
thoufand fix hundred and fifty dollars, the whole 
amount of the fum he laid out in conftrudting 
the bridge. A perfon on horfeback pays him two 
pence, and a waggon eleven pence, though he 
has a right to take eighteen pence for the latter. 
The gentlemen who have contracted for the con- 
ftru€tion of the turnpike-road, are authorized 
by government to redeem the above toll or pon- 
tage, as foon as the road fhall be completed. 
Though the number of houfes does not en- 
creafe at Lancafter, yet the town gains much 
in outward appearance. ‘The houfes in general 
are larger than in Reading, and conftructed either 


of brick or ftone. Rent is much the fame as at 


Reading. ‘There are numerous quarries in the 
vicinity of the town, which yield a guartzofe_ 


Jchift, that is very hard, yet eafily cut, but can- 


not be obtained in pieces of any large fize. This 
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itone is fold by the rod, containing fixteen feet 
in length, eighteen inches high, and eighteen 
wide ; the price is one dollar, delivered in town, 
free from expence, and a quarter of a dollar to 
take it out of the quarry. The turnpike-road 
has confiderably encreafed its fale. 

The difpofition of the generality of the inha- 
bitants of Lancafter is of the fame good caft as 
that of the inhabitants of Reading. There ex- 
ifts here, however, a democratic fociety, but it 
confifts only of twelve members, not five of 
whom ever attend the meetings. The enter- 
prife againft Pittfburg, which no American 
mentions without confcious pride, efpecially in 
thefe parts, where the militia bore a “fhare in 
it, has ruined the Jacobin clubs and focieties, 
The difapprobation of the Senate, the enquiry 


_fet on foot by the reprefentatives of the people, 


(notwithftanding the propofal of the commit- 
tee, that they be reprimanded, was not carried) 
and efpecially the circumftance, that° the Pre- 
fident, who is generally efteemed and refpe&ted, 
hay, revered to a degree of enthufiafm in Ame- 
rica, perfonally reprobated them, have completed 
their deftruction. 

The city of Lancafter is furrounded with 
meadows, which are well watered. It gave me 
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much fatisfaétion to fee a wheel, purpofely dé 
fiened to faife the water neceflary for that pur 
pofe. The town ‘tfelf is rather dull. It has 
more the appearance of a city than Reading} 
the houfes ftand nearer each other, and are more 
numerous; broad ftone pavements, run in front 
of the houfes, and the ftreets that are not paved, 
are at leaft covered with oravel, and kept clean. 
The {feftions-houfe is a good building, neat and 
elegant. There are two of three well built 
churches in the town. ‘The number of places 
of worfhip amounts, in the whole, to feven. 
The Swan inn is undoubtedly better than any 
inn in Philadelphia ; lefs magnificent than the 
excellent Englifh inns, yet of very fimilar de- 
fign ; none, at leaft, can be more cleanly. A 
great number of fervants are kept, and the fa- 
mily of the landlord, whofe manners befpeak a 
liberal education, are generally refpected, and 
enjoy that confideration, which in all countries 
fhould be beftowed on honeft men, whatever 
their occupations, if not contrary to morality. 
Innkeepers are here men of the firft rank. How 
many Europeans would fhake their heads, were 
it fo in their own countries! It is a general cuf- 
tom in America, to dine with the innkeeper and 
his family, and to conform to the dinner hour 
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which he fixes, This cuftom, which, at times, 
proves extremely difagreeable, is, on the con- 
trary, very pleafant in this houfe, for it is im- 
poflible to meet with a family in all America 
of fuperior breeding, or which forms a more 
agreeable fociety, than that of Mr. Slow. 

One of the two fons, who holds a commif- 
fion in the army, was at home. He ferves in 
one of the regiments, which, under the orders 
of General Wayne, act againft the Indians, and 
was wounded in an engagement laft autumn, 
in which thofe people were repulfed by the 
Americans. The particulars of this war are by 
no means interefting. ‘The Americans {peak of 
the ignorance of the Indians, in point of taétics, 
with the fame contempt that the Englith exs 
prefs for American taétics, and the Pruffians, 
Auftrians, and French for the ta@ical know-= 
ledge of the Englifh. All that I have been 
able to learn of thefe Indians interefts me in 
their favour. The Americans are waging war 
again{t them, in order to drive them. out of a 
country, which belongs to them; and the Ame- 
ricans, who inhabit she frontiers, are greater 
robbers, and more cruel than the Indians, againtt 
whom it is alleged as a crime, that they exer- 
cife the right of retaliation. They are, more- 


ae over, 


I ee 


™ : — = 3 
= enh es — 
So SS SSS = ae SS SS = 


= 


~ane 
a 


Se te! 


= 


See etarg Tes 


Se SO = 


= 
Pe a RN — lh 
——— ya 
= 


a Rn em 


i 
\ 
H 
i 
t 
iy 
MH 


—_ 


ee ~~ 


_—— 
= 


Sinn = ~ 
— i + 


a " 7 
o * S = a 


ee 
- 7 
c= 
eS 











: . 
gag Ere eer en per 









84 TRAVELS THROUGH 


over, incited by the Englifh againft the Ameri- 
cans, and become thus, ‘no their untutored ftate, 
viGiims of the ambition and difcord of thefe two 
civilized nations. Captain Slow affured me, that, 
among the Indians fain onthe field of battle, 
many white people have been found, who were 
Englifhmen ; that many aétive officers on horfe- 
back have been feen at the head of the Indians, 
who were alfo Englifhmen, and that the Indian 
4rmy is fupported by the Englifh garrifons. 
Thefe affertions, however, tend merely to prove 
the fupinenefs of the Americans, both in regard 
to the Englifh and Indians. Captain Slow a{- 
fored me, that even in Kentucky, he never 
met with any land, which, in point of rich- 
nefs, can be compared with the foil of thofe 
parts, efpecially in the country, on the river 


Miami; that the ftratum of vegetative earth is 


from twenty to twenty-five feet thick ; and that 
the fields, in which the Indians have fown 
maize and beans, befpeak a very careful cultiva- 
tion, and,promife the richeft crops, that ever 
came within his obfervation. 

Before I conclude the article of Lancafter, I 
mutt not omit to mention two Frenchmen, who 
have fettled here from the French colonies in the 
Weft Indies. ‘The one is a miniature painter, 
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who fells his. coarfe pictures for three guineas 
each, and contrives to vend many; the other is 
a very indifferent mufician, who charges three 
guineas a month for his leffons, and has feveral 
pupils, At every ftep we take in America, 
either in towns or in the country, it becomes 
more and more evident, that any one may make 
his fortune, who will take the pains ; and no- 
thing can afford a ftronger proof of the truth of 
this remark, than a perfonal acquaintance with 


_ the crowd of foreigners, who enjoy the repu- 


tation of being exceedingly c/ever, and who are 
amafling fortunes under the aufpices of this fre- 


quently ufurped title. 


In the inn, at Lancafter, I met with Mr: 
Brown, member of the congrefs for Kentucky ; 
he was on his way to Philadelphia, where the 
congrefs meets next month. I fifted hima little 


_refpecting the prefent ftate of Kentucky. The 


refult of the information I obtained is, that the 
foil is every where excellent, and frequently 
yields, for the firft harveft, from one hundred 
to one hundred and ten bufhels of Indian corn, 
and from fifty to fifty-five buthels of wheat an 
acre’; that the price of land is fix dollars per 
acre, of flour eleven dollars per barrel, and of 
Indian corn, one-fixth of a dollar per bufhel ; 
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that the population, which, in 1790, confifted 
of ninety thoufand fouls, amounts at prefent to 
one hundred and fifty thoufand; that, in the 
courfe of laft year, twenty-five thoufand per- 
fons fettled there; that the Indians attempt no 


| longer any ‘nroads in that part of the United 


States, which, though occupied the laft of all; 
advances more rapidly towards a ftate of pro- 

{perity than any other diftrict in America. 
From Lancafter we proceeded to May Town, 
The road from Lancatfter to this place lies chiefly 
through a woody tract of country, which af- 
fames a wilder appearance than we have hitherto 
feen. Cultivated land appears more rarely as we 
proceed, except a few vallies, which ftill lie in 
gra{s, or are fown with Indian corn. In pro-. 
portion as the diftance from Lancafter encrea{es, 
houfes of brick or {tone are lefs frequently feen. 
We met with fearcely any but log-houfes ; every 
where we obferve German farms, {mall houfes, 
and large barns. Cows and oxen, which feemed 
tolerably good, we found grazing in the woods 
and near tht road; and alfo faw, at times, fheep, 
but=never more'than eight or ten of them to- 
gether, From their thicknefs, you would fup- 
pofe the woods to be no more than thirty years 
old: and yet itis highly improbable, that new 
plantations 
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plantations fhould have been made at a time 
when wood-lands were every where converted 
into tillage-ground. Thefe woods, as well as 
thofe which feem older, confift of oak, hickory, 
black afh, acacia, chefnut, cherry and apple- 
trees, a few fpindle-trees, fome cedars, and 


-'Weymouth-pines. Were it not for the known 


partiality of man for whatever it is difficult to 


procure, it would be impoflible to account for 
the introdution of the Italian poplar into Ame- 


rica, which abounds in fo great a variety of © 


beautiful trees, as may well excite the envy of 
Europe. Great numbers of thefe poplars, which 
ferve for not one ufeful purpofe, have been 
planted in America. They border all the ftreets 
in Philadelphia, and all the roads about the 
town. 

All the cultivated land between Lancafter and 
May Town is inclofed with fences of dry wood, 
which fpoil the landfcape, and confume vaft 
quantities of timber, though it already begins 
to grow dear. Sooner or later this ufelefs wafte 
will certainly be regretted. 

May Town isa {mall village. fixteen miles 
from Lancafter, built on a {pot entirely with- 
out water, where either chance, or the intereft 
of a few individuals, threw together a dozen 
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houfes, the number of whic h has not been en- 
creafed fince the origin of the eftablifhment, 
and, to all app yearance, never will be. This 
little village is inhabited entirely by Germans, 
who have {till remained fuch. Land in this 
neighbourhoo d cofts twelve or thirteen dollars an 
acre, and is in a tolerable {tate of cultivation. 
The road from May Town to Middle Town 
becomes more dreary and unpleafant as we pro- 
ceed: fix miles from the former place we fell 
in with the fuperb river Sufquehannah, on a 
{pot where the rapids proceeding from the Co- 
nawango render it unnavigable, or, at leaft, the 
navigation fo extremely dangerous, that it 1s 
attempted but by very few veflels. In order to 
free this navigation from all danger, which is 
of the utmoft importance both to the prefent 
ind the future wealth and. profperity of the 
country, a canal has been begun, which will 
run halfa mile <bove and below thefe rapids, 
and thus keeps the navigation open at all times 
for. veflels to work up or drop down the river. 
This canal, the. undertaking of a private centle- 
man, to whom the ftate of Pennfylvania has 
advanced thirteen thoufand three hundred and 
thirty-three dollars, and alfo granted leave to 
eftablith a toll, is nearly completed. Nothing 
remains 
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remains to be conftru&ted but the locks, yet a 
difference of opinion exifts as to the time of its 
completion, We intended to view the canal ; 
but my fellow-traveller being a little indifpofed, 
we were the more ready to give up this project, 
as from a view of the canal we could not have 
derived any additional, or more exact informa- 
tion, than we had already obtained. 

The road from this place to Middle Town 
af{umes a wilder and more romantic appearance 
at every ftep we advance. The forefts and rocks 
reach down to the Sufquehannah. A great 
number of trees, wafhed loofe by the water a 
long time ago, lie, half rotten, along the banks 
of the river; others lie rooted up, broken, or 
felled in the midft of the wood, without its 
having occurred to any one, to ufe them for 
any beneficial purpofe ; and they have been fuf- 
fered to lie here, to be taken pofleffion of by the 
firft comer. The oppofite bank is likewife cover- 
ed with wood, and bounded by mountains of no 
confiderable height. From time to time we faw, 

through: viftas ass opening among them, 
the Blue Mountains.. The river is, in general, 

from two to three thoufand fathomis broad, full 

of confiderable iflets, which are of an irregular 
level at the furface, and encreafe the width of 

its 
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its bed. It is full three miles broad, exclufive 
of an iflet in it, at the fpot where the Suatara | 
falls into it. 

Middle Town is feated on the latter, about 
half a mile diftant from its confluence with the 
Sufquehannah. From the above-mentioned ra- 
pids of the Conawango ufually interrupting the 
navigation on this large river, Middle Town be- 
comes the ftorehoufe of all the grain, which is 
produced in the country fituate along its upper 
courfe, and not confumed there, From one 
hundred and’ fixty to one hundred and eighty 
thoufand bufhels of wheat are yearly bought up 
by the corn-dealers, on the {pot where it grows, 
conveyed to Middle Town, and depofited in 
granaries there, The millers of the furround- 
ing country ufually buy it here, grind it into 
flour, and fend it to Philadelphia. The grand 
project of inland navigation, for the execution 
of which the government of Pennfylvania hag 
granted a lottery, is defigned to join the Sua- 
tara with the Schuylkill, by means of a canal of 
about fixty miles in length, a third of which 1s 
already completed. In regard to that part, in- 
deed, it does not appear that the common wel- 
fare has been chiefly attended to by thofe, who 
were entrufted with the management of this 
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important concern. When this. canal fhall be 
finifhed, the flour, which is now carried to Phi- 
ladelphia by land-conveyance, will be tranf- 
ported thither by water, with much lefs trouble 
and expence. ‘The carriage amounts, at pre- 
fent, from fourteen and a half to fifteen. fhil- 
lings per barrel. 

The completion of the canal is much wifhed 
for at Middle Town, as the inhabitants hope to 
derive from it advantages, which muft encreafe 
in proportion as the diftriéts, that fend their 
grain thither, fhall become more populous, and 
confequently attain a higher ftate of cultivation. 
The banks of the Suatara, as far as we have 
feen them, are truly delightful. This river, 
though called here but a creek, is as broad as 
the Seine near Rouen. On the northern bank, 
from its mouth up to Middle Town, ftand fome 
alehoufes and warehoufes to receive the grain, 
as it arrives. A little farther up ftands the mill 
of Mr. Frey, a German, advanced in years, 
who fettled here as a miller, about ten years 
ago. This mill, which has four courfes, is of 
a happy and fimple conftruétion ; all the opera- 
tions upon the corn, as well as the meal, are 
effected by machines, with the fole exception 
of the bolting, which is done nearly as in Lon- 

don, 
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don, and at the Perriers’, in’Paris. The ma- 
nagement of this operation 1s confided to a lad, 
who receives the meal craned up in tubs, fpreads 
it out on the loft, and diftributes it among the 
different meal bags. ‘* Mr. Frey,” he faid, 
‘¢ is no friend of Evans’s machine; he does not 
like the conftru@tion.” ‘This was the only mo- 
tive I could learn. The mill grinds for Mr. 
Frey himfelf about thirty thoufand buthels of 
wheat a year; he fends the flour as far as New- 
port. Four journeymen and one apprentice do 
the bufinefs about the mill; they are all Ger- 
mans; their-wages are from feven to ten dol- 
lars per month; they feem fenfible and active 
people. Mr. Frey keeps, independent of the 
mill, which alfo grinds corn for the public, a 
fhop in the city, which is about a quarter of a 
mile diftant. Lis houfe is the only ftone build- 
ing in the town, which contains about thirty 
lhoufes built with wood. 

From its fituation and trade, Middle Town 
fhould be the chief town of the county ; but, in 
this cafe, Mr. Frey would have been obliged to 
facrifice about three or four ground fhares for 
the ere€tion-of public buildings, which he did 
not choofe to do, though he poflefles a great 
many fhares. Harrifbure is therefore become 

the 





ive 


wh 
vi 
fot 
did 


eal 


he 


NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. Q3 


the chief town of the county. The inhabitants 
of Middle Town and the neighbouring country, 
we may eafily conceive, are highly difpleafed 
with old Mr. Frey, for having thus neglected 
the interefts of the town; but he laughs at 
them, becaufe he is rich, and grows daily 
richer, by felling them his decayed ftores. 

The price of land is here from twenty-feven 
to thirty dollars. A:day labourer gets three 
fhillings and nine pence per day, and beef fells 
at five pence per pound. The inn, where we 
took up our quarters, is good; but on our go- 
ing to reft, a ftranger entered our bed-room, 
according to American cuftom, to go to bed, 
and we were told, that we might think our- 
felves extremely fortunate, that we were not 
obliged to fhare one-of our beds with him. 

Middle Town is diftant twenty-feven miles 
from Lancafter. ‘Three Frenchmen have fet- 
tled in this {mall place. One is a gold{mith and 
watch-maker, and is faid to have much bufi- 
nefs; another is a phyfician, and earns likewife 
his fubfiftence; the calling of the third I have - 
not been able to learn; he probably affifts the 
other two in confuming their earnings. We 
have experienced here a fcorching heat, and 
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frequently two thunder-ftorms in one day $ the 
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falling of rain always encreafes the 


Wednefday, the 13th of May. 


Mr. Harris, lord of the manor on which 
Harrifburg flands, availed himfelf of Mr. Frey’s 
error, to procure his town the advantages, that 
the former neglected. No fooner was it in 
contemplation, to form the tract of country, 
feparated from Lancafter, into a diftin@ coun- 
ty, than he offered to the government of Penn- 
fylvania, to facrifice not only a toll on the Suf- 
quehannah, of which he was poffeffed, and the 
profits of which he lawfully enjoyed, but alfo 
feveral thoufand acres of land, in and about 
the town, referving to himfelf only twenty 
ground fhares. ‘This offer induced the governs 
ment of Pennfylvania, to make this the chief 
town of the county, though it has neither an 
anchoring place for the fhips, that fail up and 
down the river, nor can afford them the {malleft 
fhelter, The new county obtained the name 
of Dauphin. The firft houfes were built here 
1785; and their number at prefent amounts 
to three hundred. The formation of this town 
being of a more recent date than that of any” 
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other, the buildings were, from the very firft, 
of a better conftruction than any where elfe; 
and fuch as were not originally good houtes, 
have fince been rebuilt.. Very few log-boufes 
are, therefore, to be found in Harrifburg : but, 
on the contrary, many fubftantial and handfome 
edifices 5 aid though this town is fmaller, and 
of later eftablifhment than Reading and many 
other places, yet it is more compact, and has a 
much better appearance. A malignant epidemic 
fever has made the fame havoc in Harrifburg, as 
the yellow fever did in Philadelphia, and for a 
whole twelvemonth checked the progrefs of 
building. As the fever did not return laft year, 
however, building is again going on; but the 
prejudice of the town being infalubrious itil re- 
mains, whether it be really fo, or, as the inhabi- 
tants affirm, merely a fcandalous report, propa- 
gated by the jealoufy of the neighbouring towns. 
The unhealthinefs of the place being imputed 
to the ftagnation of fome water, which was made 
to turn a mill, it was propofed to the miller, to 
throw down the dam, and an indemnification 
was offered him, He demanded, laft year, four 
thoufand dollars; but this fum not having been 
raifed foon enough, in his opinion, he this year 
raifed his demand in proportion to the encreafed » 
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defire of deftroying his dam, and infiited on the 
payment of eleven thoufand dollars. ‘The in- 
habitants, enraged at this exorbitant demand, 
and, at the fame time, earneftly withing for the 
demolition of the dam, unanimoufly refolved to 
deftroy it, and appointed a commiffion, to award 
a jutt ‘ndemnification to the miller, which has 
been determined at the fum he firft demanded. 
All the inhabitants feem to have concurred in 
this proceeding, which, though not to be ap- 
plauded, is lets cenfurable, on account of the 
miller’s enormous rapacity. The unanimity, 
with which this tranfaction was accomplifhed, 
enfures its impunity ; and the miller will be cau- 
tious of entering upon a profecution, as the 
grand jury would certainly throw out his bill. 
He has no one to blame but himfelf for the de- 
ftruétion of his dam; and the public opinion, 
which, by a more prudent condué, he might laft 
year have engaged in his favour, 1s now decided- 
ly againft him. Yet with many of the demo- 
lithers themfelves it remains a matter of doubt, 
whether the demolition of the dam have any 
way increafed the falubrity of the place. 

A prifon and a feflions-houfe have been built 
at Harrifbure, and a plan is in agitation to form 
an anchorage for fhips. “Ihe inhabitants exert 
their 
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their utmoft efforts, to procure to this place all 
the advantages of which it is fufceptible, and 
even indulge a hope, that the feat of the. go- 
vernment of the ftate will be removed to their 
town. They forma central point, at leaft for 
the population of Pennfylvania; and are lefs 
diftant from the remote weftern parts than any 
other county on this fide the Sufquehannah, 
and on thefe local advantages they ground their 
hopes. It is, however, to be wifhed, that their 
notion, of determining the feat of the legiflature 
by a pair of compafles, may be confined to men 
who cannct influence the decifion ; and that it 


_may be rightly underftood, how much better it 


is for the deputies to travel one hundred mules 
further, than to remove the feat of government 
from Philadelphia, which is the moft populous 
city, and the only trading town in Pennfylva- 
nia, and which confequently forms that. point, 
where the beft information is in unifon with the 
moft important interefts. 

The public expenditure, neceflary in this 
newly formed county, caufes the taxes to be 
fomewhat higher than in the counties of Lan- 
eafter and Berks; the difference may be ‘a fhil- 
ling in the pound. Unleis you chance to meet 
with a commifiioner of taxes, the exact propor- 


Vou. I. H tion 














gs FRAVELS TARROUGH 


tion is not to be afcertained, as a general »geno- 
tance on the fubject every where prevails. ‘The 
taxes, however, are generally deemed very light, 
even by thofe who pay them, which is undoubt- 
edly the ftrongeft proof that they are fo. 

‘The majority of the inhabitants of Harrifburg 
sonfifts of Germans and Irifhmen, firmly attach- 
ed to government, fenfible, and induftrious. 
The number of inns in America is out of alk 
proportion to that id Europe. ‘This place con- 
tains no lefs than thirty-eight. It has twenty- 
five or thirty fhops, where may be found alt 
forts of merchandize, procured from Philadel- 
phia on twelve'or eighte 
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iteen months credit, and 
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double or treble their prime coft. 

The price of ¢ chi fhares in the town of 
Harrifbure is from one hundred and’fifty to two 
hundred dollars. he land‘in the furrounding 
country is good 5 its price is from thirty-two to 


forty-eight dollars an acre: dav-labourers are 
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5 
paid here three fhillings and fix-pencea day with 


their board, or five thilli lings without it 

The Sufguehannah near Harrifourg is about 
three quarters of a mile’ in breadth: in fummer 
itis frequently fordable. The navigation is ex- 
tremely dangerous for feveral’ months, in con- 
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fequence of fome rapid currents, and never fafe 
except in {pring and autumn, when the water 
is fufficiently high to cover the rocks, which be- 
come more numerous at the point where the 
Juniata falls into the Sufauehannah, nine miles 
above Harrifburg, and greatly encreafe the dan- 
gers of the navigation, The government of 
Pennfylvania has offered eight hundred thoufand 
dollars for clearing the river of thefe rocks from 
the above point down to Middle Town 3 but 
hitherto. no one has ventured upon this enter- 
prize. I entertain no doubt, however, but that 
this vaft undertaking will fhortly be accomplifh¢ 
ed, though the fum hitherto offered may not 
be fufficient, but muft probably be increafed. 
The induftry and profperity of Pennfylvania 
will, in time, overcome this, as well as many 
other difadvantages, which have heretofore been. 
deemed infuperable. A Frenchman refides at 
prefent at Harrifburg, who was born in France, 
but came hither from Maitinico. He is a phy- 
fician, and though he {peaks but little Englith, 
dnd has refided here only a few months, enjoys 
already contiderable practice. 

We had a letter to General HANNAH; and 
as we intended to {top here but a few hours, 
we delivered it as foon as we alighted from our 

H 2 horfes. 








lee eH 


5 a =a 
- = — = - 
r _ _—- > - _ 


emels = aE — 
> ae ho a a 
— "== 3 . 
— a ———— “ 


~ 


qe Se 


ee ee ee 


oe 


= —— te - on oe inlay 
_> . Sean. am nana, agg ae se am 


ee re 


wnt >=’ 


——_— -—__—_—-_——_- 





100 TRAVELS THROUGH 


horfes. General Hannah is a man of about 
thirty-fix or thirty-eight years of age, and Bri- 
gadier General of the Militia. He was a mem- 
ber of the Senate for Pennfylvania, but went 
out by rotation laft autumn. Before he was 
engaged in the fervice of the ftate, he was a 
lawyer; but he has fince relinquifhed that pro- 
feflion, and has ‘commenced farmer. He has 
married a daughter of old Mr. Harris, the 
founder of the town, and appears to be an up- 
right, worthy character. . Not being prepared 
to give us a dinner, as we came unexpectedly, 
he “sieved to attend us to our evening quarters, 
feven miles from this town, as fome token of 
refpe&t for the letter of introdu€ion which we 
brought: him. As our horfes wanted fhoeing, 
we were obliged to make him wait fome time, 
which we pafied in the true American ityle, 
quaffing a bottle of Madeira and {moaking fe- 
gars. The general is not fond of them, but 
prefers chewing tobacco; yet, from motives of 


politenefs, he {moaked with us. Being at our 
lodgings we propofed as a toaft, ‘‘ the Presi- 
DENT,” upon which he immediately gave, ‘* La 
Fayette.” I notice this trifling cireumftance, 
to introduce once more the remark, that La 
Fayette is conftantly toafled next to the Prefi- 

dent, 
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dent, which, in my judgment, refle@s honour 
on America. | 

We took up our quarters at Mac AListTer’s, 
General Hannah is acquainted with him, and 
being informed of my with to colleé& authentic 
agricultural information, he was defirous of in- 
troducing me to one of thefe gentlemen, who 
are moft able to impart it. Mac Alifter is a far- 
mer, and, at the fame time, proprietor of a corn- 
mull, a faw-mill, a diftillery, and an inn. He is 
the fame on whom Cooper, in his ** Account 
of America,” beftows fo much praife. Mac Alif- 
ter is an active, enterprizing, induftrious, and 
intelligent man. About eleven years ago he 
bought the ground, on which he has formed the 
feveral different. eftablifhments of his induftry. 
Thefe are all in a thriving way. His eftate 
confifts of about three hundred acres, which 
are partly hemmed in between the Blue and Se- 
cond: Mountains; but, for the mot part, - are 
fituate on the Blue Mountains. The cultivated 
ground amounts in the whole to one hundred 
and twenty acres, fifty of which are laid out in 
artificial meadows, and thirty-fix in orchards for 
apple and peach-trees.. The meadows are beau. 
tiful, and the fields in good order. He extols 
them far above all other fields in America, but 
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we have met with fome, even in the vicinity of 
Reading, and in the county of Lancafter, which 
are beyond comparifon better than his. He 
affured us, that he never lays dung on any part 
of his land but meadows, which he alfo waters 3 
and: that his only manure for land, which he 
fows with corn or clover, confifts in fowing it 
with clover three years fuccefiively, and plowing 
down the clover whilft it is in bloflom.. By 
his affertion his land yields generally fixty buth- 
els an acre of maize, or thirty bufhels of wheat, 
but it has not the appearance of producing fuch 
confiderable crops. He fows a larger propor- 
tion of grain than is ufual in this country 5 but 
this is not always a certain method of obtaining 
a rich harveft. His orchards ate uncommonly 
fine; he makes as good cyder as I have ever 
tafted in America. He finds labourers in abun- 
dance, and pays them at prefent three fhillings 
a day; becaufe, from the prefent high value of 
corn, the price of day-labour has rifen one fhil- 
ling. 

The price of the neighbouring lands is eight 
dollars an acre if covered with wood, and fifty 
dollars if they be cleared, and in any degree 
cultivated. He keeps no fheep, at leaft not above 
twenty 3 becaufe, as he told us, they do not 
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yield him fo much profit as his meadows, whicd 
produce two tuns and half of hay per acre, worth 
twenty-five dollars. For the fame reafon he 
fattens no cattle. His ridgesare as flat as thofe 
of other farmers, and his dung is badly managed, 
though he ufes a great deal on the land; he 
lays fometimes twenty loads or thirty tuns of 
dung on an acre. His mill is a very indifferent 
one indeed; but he aflures me, that he means 
foon to build a new one, which will greatly ex- 
cel that of Mr. Frey, in Middle Town. The 
prefent mill has two courfes, which generally 
grind corn, of his own, but are at times em~ 
ployed for the public, and are frequently fet to 
pulverize plafter of Paris, which he mixes with 
his feed. He informed us, that he grinds fifteen 
thoufand bufhels of wheat a year on his own 
account ; but, on comparing his mill-with that 
of Frey, which grinds no more in. proportion 
without ever ftopping, I feel inclined to doubt 
the veracity of his aflertion, He tends his meal 
in waggons to Philadelphia, the carriage of 
which amounts, at times, to feventeen fhillings 
per barrel. His faw-mill is almoft conitantly 
going. The logs are floated down the river 
from the upper country when the water is high ; 
and he cuts them into planks, which he {fells 
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on the fpot; deals at fix fhillings per hundred, 
and other planks at eight fhillings. ‘Thefe prices 
are the fame as at Harrifburg. His whiiky alfo 
is-{old on the fpot ; and the grain for the diftil- 
lery he receives likewife from the upper coun- 
try. A bufhel of rye yields about three gallons of 
whitky ; and he diftils yearly four thoufand gal- 
Jons. He makes fpirit from his cyder too; 
but, fuch is the power of habit, that cyder- 
whifky, which, in Jerfey, fells at five e thillings 
per gallon, while corn-whifky is worth only 
four and fixpence, cofts, in the county of Dau- 
phin, only three fhillin gs and {ixpence, and corn- 
whiiky five hhillings. 

This important fettlement {tands on a wild, 
romantic {pot, at the entrance of a narrow vale, 
covered with wood, and fituate on a rapid creek, 
that dafhes along over rocks, where decayed 
trees, either felled by the hand of man, or root- 
ed up by the wind, are {cattered in every direc- 
tion. ‘The various buildings, of which the fet- 
tlement confifts, are of wood; they are all, with 
the fingle exception of the inn, log-houfes, 
more or lefs rudely formed. The houfes of the 
labourers ftand on the Sufquehannah, and in 
the precinéts of Fort Hunter, which was ereét- 
ed a long time ago by the Enelith for defence 
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againft the inroads of the Indians. Mac Alifter 
intends greatly to embellith his buildings, and 
confiderably to improve his eflate, particularly 
by the culture of the vine. From what he has 
already done, it may be fairly inferred, that he 
will alfo fucceed in his future undertakings. 
He is a man of an acute, well-informed mind, 
{uch as we fhould hardly expe& to find in an 
American farmer, fhut up in mountainous wilds. 
Yet his felf-love and vanity keep. pace with his - 
merits, and frequently detract from the latter; 
by exaggerating them. For the fame reafon his 
affertions are not to be received as abfolutely cer- 
tain, nor are we to wonder at being occafionally 
deceived by a man, who is conftantly deceiving 
himvelf. 


Thurfday, the 14th of May. 


Five or fix ranges of heights run in parallel di- 
rections, more or lefs diftant, from Harrifburg 
to Sunbury; round feveral of thefe the road 
winds, particularly thé Blue Mountains and Se- 
cond Mountains, making an undulation along 
the bdnks of the river, while it rifes over others. 
Thefe Blue Mountains, which catch the eye, 
on opening any defcription whatever of America, 
are like all the others, with which they are con- 


nected, 
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need, amerce ridge of high hills, through which 
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b. > oO ~~ 7 
the asin nnah feems to, have. worked out 


his bed. Their fummiuts have not that nfe and 


fall, which is common to the generality of chains 


of siiaimasin but form one uninterrupted line, 
without the leaft variety, in point of ie vation. 

he trees, with which they are all uniformly 
covered, may probably contribute, in fome mea- 
fure, to give them this monotonous appearance. 
The Blue Mountains are not the higheft, over 


; 


which the road leads; the Peter’s res Mahan- 
goning Mountains far exceed them in height, 
though they are much lower than the Voghefian 
Mountains. You pafs them by a road, which, 
though very ftony, is yet tolerably good ; its de- 
clivity, with the exception of a few places, 1s 
not very ficep. Thefe mountains are covered 
with wood; where this has been cut down, a 
view of the Sufquehannah opens at times, or 
the eye repofes on fome cultivated {pots. ~The 
whole road lies through one uninterrupted foreft. 
Another road, which does not lead over the 
mountains, runs parallel to the courfe of the 
river; and though the latter road be more plea- 
dant, affording a profpec&t of the confluence of 
the Juniata and Sufquehannah, yet we pre- 
ferred the former, from the more frequent op- 
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portunities which it affords of obtaining a know- 
ledge of the country. 

‘At no great diftance from Mac Alifter’s habr- 
tation, pines are the prevailing trees ; and a great 
many flowers and herbs grow in this foreft, 
which are unknown in Europe. 

Honeyfuckles are found in almoft every wood. 


The bloffoms are longer than in our gardens, but . 


they have the fame fhape, and nearly the fame 
fragrance. The fhrubs, on which they grow, 
are much lower than thofe reared by art; they 
have longer indented leaves than the latter ; and 
though I have frequently found them near large 
trees, yet I never faw the plants leaning for fup- 
port towards the trunk of the tree. Trees, rooted 
up by the wind, which in their. fall have often 
brought others to the ground, continue on the 
fame {pot until they are rotten: they frequently 
obftruct the paflage, “but the traveller makes a 
new path, by going round them, and this be- 
comes the common road. 

In the progrefs of this long journey through 
forefts, we faw the country in its firft {tage of 
cultivation. We found a few ftraggling houfes, 


ene or two miles diftant from each other; the 


greateft number are yet unfinifhed. ‘They are 


log-houfes, with the interftices between the 
trunks 
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trunks filled up with earth. Some have been 
ftanding there feveral years, and are rather more 
covered. Maize is the general produce. The 
habitations ftand chiefly in vallies, on a brook or 
creck. The new fettlers begin their operations 
by building a houfe, by felling trees, or paring off 
the bark all around the tree, about five or fix 
. inches in breadth, by breaking up the ground, 
on which they ftand, to fow a little corn, and 
by fencing the ground, thus cleared, with a 
part of the felled trees. ‘The land firft cleared 
is generally laid out as an orchard, one being 
annexed toevery habitation. Mott of the houfes 
have a mean appearance; the inhabitants are 
badly clothed, but every thing around them 1s 
their own property. Land, recently cleared, is 
every where good; and the two or three acres, 
which have ‘ een firft broken up, afford crops 
fuficiently rich to fupply the inhabitants till fur- 
ther cultivation takes place. This confideration 
fomewhat relieves the mind, depiciled by the 
view of thefe melancholy manfions. The roads 
are, in general, better than might be expected ; 
here and there ftony, and rather fieep, but by no 
means dangerous. In this mountainous country 
we have even met with good roads feveral miles 
in length, uae by the hand of nature, and 
which 
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which remain undamaged by the tracks of large 
waggons. ‘There ate places where the road ap- 
pears to encroach upon the Sufquehannah itfelf ; 
being formed of trees thrown down with their 
branches on, and the interftices. filled up with 
fragments of {tone from the rocks, againft which 
the road is made. The views here are far lefs 
picturefque, and all the roads much lefs bold, and 
lefs. pleafingly awful, than thofe which we find 
in fome parts of Switzerland, the fublime gran- 
deur of which is above all comparifon. 

Inns are by no means numerous on the road 
we have lately travelled. Formerly there were 
inns at this place ; but as a certain fum is annu- 
ally paid to the ftate for a licence, and as the 
profits are not equal to their expence, few per- 
fons undertake fo unprofitable an employment. 
We pafled one about twelve miles from: Mac 
Alifter’s habitation, which is the only one on this 
road, in a tract of country twenty-two miles in 
extent. All the intermediate inns have been fhut 
up in the courfe of this year, 

At length we arrived at an old German's, 
who, after having ferved in Canada, in the war 
of 1758, asa private foldier, in an Englifh re- 
giment, fettled, at the conclufion of peace, on 
the fpot where he ftill refides; the government 
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of Pennfylvania having granted him the land, 
which forms his eftate. Here he lived unmolefts 
ed until the beginning of the war of the revolu- 
tion ; when the Indians, at that time ftimulated 
and paid by England,: drove him from his plan- 
tation. When peace was eftablithed, he return- 
ed hither, and now enjoys the producc of fifty 
acres of cultivated land, forty of which are his 
own property. Land in thefe parts is very good ; 
its price is feven or eight dollars per acre un- 
cleared, and the value of fuch as is partly cleared, 
is proportionate to the quality of the land, and 
the quantity of wood remaining. The higheft 
price is from eighteen to twenty dollars per 
acre. Good {tabling and good oats were fuffi- 
cient to reconcile us to the dirty hele, into which 
we were ufhered, and where we fat down toa 
very bad dinner. Four or five girls, who are either 
_ daughters or fervants of the old foldier, perform 
the bufinefs of the inn, which confifts of one 
room, where thefe people fleep altogether. The 


uncleanlinefs, {tupidity, and rudenefs of the whole 
family, can hardly be conceived. ‘The old fol- 
dier, in common with the generality of old war- 


riors, difplays in his behaviour a franknefs and 
good nature, which are ever fure to pleafe. The 
poor fellow can neither write nor read ; he pre- 
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fents to every traveller a flate and pencil to write 
down his bills, as he dictates to them; for there 
is not a fingle perfon in the houfe able to diftin- 
guifh one letter from another. He complained 
of being frequently cheated by travellers, in their 
fummung up the articles, for which they were to 
pay. 

We met two travellers: at this inn, who, as 
well as ourfelves, intended to goto Sunbury, but 
they wiflied to proceed on the journey that very 
evening. One was a hatter, whom we had feen: 
the night before at ] lac J Aluiter's; and the other 
an elderly man, whom the landlord & tyled CoLo- 
NEL, ” who amred, and left the inn, leading a 
mare, followed by a foal.. The converfation, du 
ring our us at the inn, turned on the political 
fiate of Europe. The prevailing fentiment was 
hatred againft England, and fervent: withes for 
now and then put in an obferyation, exprefied 
the fame feelings. “* This campaign will fhow,” 
faid the hatter, “‘ what the French -are able to 


the welfare of France: even the old foldier, who 


do.“ ] am perfuaded,” obferved the colonel, 
‘that if the French are in arms, they wall prove 
victorious, and conquer the whole globe ;.and 


it has been foretold lon ng ago, that this caifanal 


mutt precede the arrival of Antichrift, and an- 


nounce 
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hed 


nounce the end of the world.” ‘ The end, of 
the world? Is it then fo near at hand, pray?” 
afked the old foldier.. “ Moft affuredly ; before 
fifteen years are elapien,”** That’s my opinion 
too,” rejoined the hatter. Having drunk their 
gill of whitkey, thefe politicians feparated. 
From DEBLERFF’s, which 1s crit name of the 
old foldicr, we proceeded twelve mules farther to 
W uiTr’s, where we intended to sd the night. 
The road leads over woody mountains, but is; 
all the way, better than we expected to find it, 
from the defcription that was fIVeN US: This road 
runs for a confiderable extent, in a parallel direc- 
tion with the Sufguehannah, which is here con- 
fined between two ranges of mountains, rarely 
interrupted by vallies, and by none of any con- 
fiderable extent. This fide of the county of 
Northumberland (for we left the county of Dau- 
phin fifteen miles from Mac Alifter's habit4tion) 
difplays rather more cultivation than the adja- 
cent fide of the county of Cumberland, where 
only once in every four or five miles a {mall 
dwelling is {cen, furrounded with narrow tracts 
of cultivated land. The river forms a great 
number of ifles, which, according to law, be- 
long to that cOunty, from which they are fepa- 


rated by the narrow eft arm of the ftream. Thefe 
-iflands 
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iflands have, in general, a good foil, for which 
reafon, the progrefs of cultivation is more rapid 
on them than any where elfe. 

White is a farmer, who came hither from I[re- 
land about thirty years ago, and poffefles at this 
time an eftate of one thoufand one hundred acres, 
only one hundred and ten of which have hitherto 
been cleared. He has refided here about feven- 
teen years, and has found means to raife money 
enough to purchafe an ifle, at twenty-fix dollars 
per acre, fituate oppofite to his houfe, which 
ands between the mountains and tle river. 
This fituation affords a wild profpect, but with- 
out one pleafing feature. White annually clears 
feveral acres, the expence of which, fencing in- 
cluded, amounts to eight dollars per acre. The 
price. of land, in its natural ftate, is, in this 
neighbourhood, fix dollars per acre ; but in fuch 
tracts, as are cleared of wood, particularly in the 
iflets, it is frequently fold at forty dollars per 
acre. This plantation of White’s has no com- 
munication with any market town. The river 
is the only channel by which he can receive 
goods, or forward his commodities, and this 1s a 
very uncertain channel of conveyance, at leaft 
{ome part of the year, on account of its danger- 
ous navigation. Mr. White would eafily procure 


iii. 2 ‘| labourers, 


= SS 


a ee 


a eS 







—y gst — 
——— 


a 
SS aS 


SS, mn 
= = — 
er — A SE ar : —— -- 
See CIT a Se = 
; — << = ae 
is a Sate on 
== yy = eaikrertes 
> 4— = sas 
“ _. . 


ee a we ee ee 


s = eae : 
SE ng Sa ing en = 


——— 
— 


— ——c 


SS eters « a = a 
; = z net ep t- a a . 
7 Biecee ek = — = = 


SS 


puutiiaieaiped ke a 
SST ee ee re, 


oo oe ee 
ee 


= ao 


114 TRAVELS THROUGH 


labourers, as all his neighbours are poor Irifh- 
men, did not the conftruction of the canal, and 
the opening of the road near Lancafter, afford 
them fo much employment, and at prefent ren- 
der them fcarce. Mr. White has already been 
twice a member of the legiflature of the ftate 
of Pennfylvania. He feems a worthy, fenfible 
man, and a friend of order: but at the fame 
time very open to the arts of defigning men. 
He continues his inn, as he fays, ‘‘ to oblige. 
travellers,’ yet his bills fhew, that he ferves 
them for money, and that too at-a higher rate 
then is ufual; and as he has put up no fign, the 
reception of travellers afflumes the garb of hof- 
pitality, which naturally precludes all enquiry 
into the unreafonablenefs of his char ges. 

We did not fup with his fam ily ; for what rea- 
fon, 1 know not. His daughter brought us our 
coffee as ufual. This is alwa ays taken at fup- 
per, which confifts of {moked beef, {falt- meat, 
or fifh. At thefe inns you feldem meet with 
any thing but meat, falt-fith, eggs, and but- 
ter; and this fare is certainly fufficient to fa- 
tisfy a hungry ftomach. We were afked every 
where, whether we travelled with a view to buy 
lands. There ~ is hardly a perfon in America, 
who hes the leatt idea of gentlemen travelling 
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with any other defign ; and when we told them, 
that we travelled for no other purpofe than to 
gratify our curiofity, they thought we were fools, 
or, at beft, liars. All, even-our Dunkers in. 
Ephrata, put that queftion; and, notwithftand- 
ing their own fanctity, thefe holy folks would 


-hardly believe us, when we informed them of the 


object of our tour. 
Friday, the 15th of May. 
The road from White’s to Sunbury cofiti- 


nues much the fame, as from Mac Alifter’s to 
White’s. We -met, however, at times, with 
more cultivated vallies, efpecially along the creek 
Tulpehocken, and with houfes, better conftruéted 
and ftanding on pitturefque fituations, which, 
with the appearance of fome retired rocks, form 
landfeapes not unworthy of ‘comparifon with 
Switzerland. Several other tracts are now 
cleared of wood; but from the want of labour- 
ers, and undoubtedly of money alfo, the trees 
are more frequently barked and burnt than fel- 
led, which renders the profpe¢t dull and gloomy. 
The mountains, in this part of the country, are 
high and rocky, yet bear no comparifon with 
the Alps or Pyrenees. Impudent and artful 


men are cettain in America, as indeed they are 
I 2 ink 
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in all other parts of the globe, to live upon the 
{tupidity and ignorance of others. Of this we 
found a remarkable inftance in the hiftory of a 
German, who arrived from Franckfort, three 
years ago, without a fhilling in his pocket, and 
who fince that time has travelled the country 
between Lancafter, Reading, and Northumber- 
land, particularly the leaft inhabited parts of 
thefe counties, with a colle¢tion of {mall phials, 
deceiving the people into a belief, that he is a 
phyfician; he vends medicines, bleeds, draws 
teeth, or fells ballads to fuch as do not choofe 
to<buy his drugs. The profits of this artful 
trade have already enabled him to purchafe a 
horfe, which carries him, his commodities, and 
his dog; he ftays with the farmers as long as 
they are willing to keep him; and {feveral of 
them are glad to entertain him, on account of 
his knowledge. and abilities. He makes himfelf 
happy every where, is merry, fings a good fong, 
and appears, upon the whole, to be a fly, crafty 
fellow, who began his career as a player. [ am 
aware, that the various anecdotes, with which | 


prefent my readers, are not all equally interefting; 


yet they are all requifite to give a juft notion of 
my tour, and to complete the delineation of the 


cnftoms and.manners of the country. 
The 






















NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. 117 


inftead of keeping the new one, which 1s fhorter 


§ art ; 
! by feven miles, and lies along the banks of the 


ON the | 
tu The mountains, over which the road from 
ns Harrifburg to Sunbury leads, are all of gramite, i 
tr more or lefs perfect, which in fome places 1s i i 
net very fine and beautiful. All the fpecies of maple, e || 
i cornel-tree, called here dog-tree, fumach, Wey- a 
unis mouth pine, feveral fpecies of afh, and num~ Hi 
2a berlefs pfeudo-acacias, grow in the furrounding ip | 
His woods, and are here of remarkable fize and al 
| ri beauty. Vi | | 
nb At fome diftance from White's habitation we Ht ik 
in miftook our way, and ftruck into the old road, ! | 
t choot Pal | 
Hi 


hale & | , 
es Sufquehannah. In confequence we crofied the 


es and * ‘ . : it CMM HT 
e mountain Mahonoy, to reach the plain, in which | 
? ne a 5 . : 1 . , | 
og Sunbury ftands. This town, which is not fo 


eral large as Harrifburg, and in its buildings lefs ele- ~ - 


unt gant and compact, is feated on the left bank of 
he the Sufquehannah, about half a mile below the 
On fpot, where its two arms join. ‘The profpect of 
, cra the town, on defcending the mountain, is neti- 
Tam _ ther grand nor pleafing; in point of fize the 
which houfes, viewed from the heights, refemble a 
refuing camp, rather than a town. The {mall furround- 
tron 0 ing plain is but indifferently cultivated, and with- 
of the out trees. The oppofite bank of the river 1s i 


bounded by high mountains, the profpect of 
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which is darkened by numerous pines, growing 
@n the rocks, and confequently not likely to. be 
cut down, to make way for cultivation. The 
river Sufquehannah is beautiful in every point of 
view, broad, with lofty majeftic mountains, ri- 
fing in. gradual elevation from its banks; yet it 
is here lefs pleating, except where the great va- 
‘riety of ifles, which it forms, and which are 
planted with trees, foften and enliven the pre- 
vailing gloom by the light that gleams through 
their branches. ‘The Sufquehannah, near Sun- 
bury, is more than a mile in breadth. | 
By the moft correé& information, which we 
were able to obtain, the inhabitants of all the 
counties, we have hitherto traverfed, are honetft, 
induftrious people, attached to the federal go- 
vernment, and to the laws of the ftlate. Cri- 
minal offences are rare, fome thefts excepted, 
which are generally committed by people, lately 
arrived from Europe, brought up in ignorance 
and penury, and whofe morals generally im- 
prove as they acquire a {mall property of their 
own. The different counties, through which we 
have pafled, have for thefe many. years formed 
integral parts of the ftate of Pennfylvania. The 
limits of the lands are, therefore, more exactly 
afcertained here, than in other counties; and 
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confequently law-fuits, arifing from the confu- 
fion of land-marks, are Jefs frequent. Thefe give 
occafion to about a twelfth part of the cautes 
which are tried here: outftanding debts are the 
chief fubjects of legal profecutions. The man- 
ners of the people difplay great fimplicity, fre- 
I have heard it 
afferted, that this apparent fimplicity 1s merely 
a cloak for deceit and artifice, but I have made 
no difcoveries of that kind by my own experi- 
ence. Amongthe Americans of every-rank and 
defcription, there prevails lefs of apparent ci- 
vility and politenefs than in France, or eyen in 
England, where [{ have found both, though ina 
different guife:.yet we have experienced much 
good-natured, free, and engaging kindnefs, even 
from perfons to whom we had no letters of in- 
troduction, and an univerfal readine{s to refolve 
our queftions, whenever they, to whom they 
were addrefled, were able to gratify our requett. 
Ignorance, and confequently prejudices, are fre- 
quently met with, even among the higher or- 
ders of fociety: there are indeed fome excep- 
tions, but thefe are few, Opinions on things and 
perfons are delivered in a manner pofitive rather 
than argumentative, and confequently all means 
of free difcuffion are generally excluded, Poli- 
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tical opinions tend in gencral towards liberty; 
and are commonly offered. with a franknefs, a 
boldnefs, and independence, which are truly 
pleafing. ‘he general bent of the public opi- 
nion is in favour of France, and againft her pre- 
fent enemies. It is by no means an uncommon 
thing, to hear farmers, unconnected with the 
| higher circles, call Robefpierre, and all thofe who 
fhared with him the fupreme power, the banditti 
of France. The exafperation againft England is 
great, {preads through all ranks of fociety, and 
has been much increafed by the unjuft proceed- 
ings againft America, with which fhe was charg- 
ed-laft year. In my opinion, Mr. Jay’s nego- 
ciation will hardly be able to {mother the glow- 
ing fpark. ‘The public opinion is chiefly guided 
by the univerfal defire of amaffing property, 
which, if merely difplayed in induftrious purfuits, 
and-exertions to cultivate and improve the land, 
deferves much praife. In towns, indeed, it is lefs 
nice, both in the manner in which it fhews itfelf, 
and the means it employs to attain its end. Many 
of my European countrymen are apt to cenfure 
this national bent, which precludes all the finer 
and nobler emotions of the foul. - To this cen- 
fure I cannot give my unqualified affent; and 
though I readily allow, that an immoderate love 
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of money hardens the. heart, and renders it cal- 
lous to humanity, to civility, nay to yuttice itfelf, 
yet it does not follow, that it fhould be utterly 
incapable of a good and noble action.. We have 
inftances of this in Europe, where love of mo- 
ney is as univerfally prevalent as in this country, 
though it conceals itfelf more than here ; either 
becaufe it is more criminally refined, or mects 
with lefs convenient opportunities of being prac- 
tifed. Similar inftances occur 1n America. Again, 
if we confider this propenfity in a political point 
of view, we fhall find, that it is the natural re- 
fult of its prefent infant ftate; of the variegated 


compofition of its inhabitants, who are emigrants 


from every corner of the elobe, full of the pre- . 


judices and partialities of the country whence- 
they came ; of the immenfe variety of eafy {pe- 
culations, which croud around the monied men; 
and laftly, of the diftinction enjoyed here. by 
wealth, which exceeds that derived from it in 
other countries: for, a few eminent ftations ex- 
cepted, w hich are occupied but a fhort time, 
and meritorious fervices rendered, which are foon 
forgotten by the pe sople, there exifts in this coun- 
try no perfonal diftin@tion. ~In fine, this way of 
thinking in-private individuals is the moft certain 


means of rendering the country itfelf more pro- 
{perous 
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{perous and important. And-is not this the 
higheft advantage derived from the univerfal in- 
tereft, which unites and fupports fociety, that, 
with the exception of a few cafes, no member 
can enrich himielf, without promoting at the 
fame time the profperity of others? Though 
this obfervation more gencrally applies to agricul- 
ture, yet there exifts hardly one defcription of 


profperity, nay of individual luxury, w where it 


does not hold good. The p people of America live 
well; the foil produces all the Pee of life, 
even in a very {uperficial {tate of cultivation : 
there are few perfons, who do not poffefs more 
than they need for their own maintenance. Hence 
arifes the indolence of a great number of the in- 
habitants, who, having by four days labour earned 
a whole week’s fubfiftence, idle away the re- 
maining three days; hence their lazinefs, relative 
to agricultural improvements, which would re- 
quire fums of money, and other facrifices, of the 
neceffity of which they are not convinced, being 
infenfible of the advantages to be derived from 
them. Improvements, fimilar to thofe which 
have already becn made in regard to the political 
organization of focicty, to commercial relations, 
navigation, and roads, will certainly be effected in 
agriculture in the procefs of time. But, before 


they 
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they can take place, the land-owners muft be 
more forcibly imprefled with the neceffity of 
rouling from their indolence, and abandoning 
their prejudices; and the population muft be in- 
creafed beyond its prefent amount ; which will 
certainly be done. Though all this muft happen 


in the ufual courfe of nature, yet men of abili- 


ties, and learned focieties, fhould endeavour to 
diffufe ufeful lights by good books, by collections. 
of inftructive extracts from European works of 
acknowledged merit, and by all other means of 
inftruction. For, undoubtedly, they may thus 
accelerate the period, when the neceffity of the 
above improvements will be more fenfibly felt. 
In a country like this, literary focieties may prove 
eminently ufeful, if they do not affume too learn- 
ed an appearance, but are animated and guided 
by the true public fpirit, which {peaks a fimple 
and per{picuous language, and readily repeats its 
inftructions, untinctured with the vain felfith- 
nefs, which generally dictates the profeffions of 

private individuals. 3 
The increafe of the price of land is uncom- 
monly great, it having been more than doubled 
within the lafl three or four years. Though the 
price of labour, from the high value of ground, 
which, within thefe laft twelve months, has ex- 
perienced 
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perienced an extraordinary rife, is higher than 
ufual; yet it feems {till the moft profitable fpe- 
culation for monied men in this country, to lay 
out their money in land, which they may have 
cleared and cultivated under their own eyes. Not- 
withftanding this uncommon rife of the price of 
land, inftances of its being difpofed of at the fame 
price, which prevailed fome years fince, are not 
unfrequent. ‘The circumftances, under which 
this happens, are, it is true, rather of a peculiar 
complexion, yet pretty common. If, for inftance, 
a perfon, four years ago, bought eight hundred 
acres of land, and bound himfelf to pay a fourth 
of the purchafe-money at the expiration of four 
years, but was cither too indolent to raife within 
the time a handfome fortune by his labours, or 
{pent the proceeds of his eftate, which he fhould 
have laid by to pay his debt; he muft raife mo- 
ney as well as he can, and muft fell his land at 
any price, without being able to infift on that 
which the adjacent lands fetch at this time. 
The numerous banks, which have lately been 
eftablithed, feem to have contributed not a little 
to the uncommon rife of the price of land; for 
in propertion as they increafe the quantity of 


money, they alfo multiply and facilitate the means 
of fubfiftence. It is by quickening the activity 
of 
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of internal commerce, and increafing the means 
of converting property into money, that banks 
raife the value of lands in fale. 

A. relaxation is obfervable among all orders of 
fociety. Drunkennefs is the prevailing vice, and, 
with few exceptions, the fource of all other evils. 
A fpirit, or rather habit of equality, is diffufed 
among this people, as far as it poffibly can go. 
In feveral inns, efpecially fuch as are fituate on 
lefs frequented roads, the circumftance of our 
fervant not dining with us at the fame table ex- 
cited general aftonifhment, without its befpeak- 
ing any bad intention on the part of thofe who 
manifefted it... The inhabitants exhibit to ftran- 
gers {triking inftances both of the utmoft clean- 
linefs and exceflive naftinefs,. They are much 
furprifed at a refufal, to fleep with one or two 
other men in the fame bed, or between dirty 
fheets, or to drink after ten other perfons. out 
of the fame dirty glafs ; and they wonder no leis, 
when they fee ftrangers. negle& to wath their 
hands and face every morning. Whifky mixed 
with water is the common drink in the country. 
There is no fettler, however poor, whofe family 
do not drink coffee and chocolate, and cat falt 
meat at breakfaft. At dinnér. comes {alt meat 
again, or falt fifh and eggs';..and at fupper, once 


nore 
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more falt meat and coffee. This is alfo the ge- 
neral rule in inns. An American fits down at 
the table of his landlord, and lies down in the 
bed, which he finds empty, or occupied but by 


one perfon, without in the leaft enquiring, in the 


latter of thefe cafes, who that perfon may be. 


We have hitherto fortunately efcaped a perfonal 
trial of this laft American cuftom, but were very 
“near experiencing it at White's. 

The roads are good, where the foil is fo, the 
road by Lancafter excepted; art has hitherto 
but little meddled with the roads in Pennfylva- 
nia. Such fpots, as are bad and muddy, are 
filled up with trees, placed near each other; 
when thefe fink into the ground, others are laid 
upon them. Over {mall brooks, bridges are 
thrown, which confift of boards, placed on two 
beams, laid along the banks of the brook. Thefe 
boards frequently rot, and remain in this condi- 
tion for months together, without its entering 
into any one’s head, to replace them with others. 
We have pafled feveral fuch bridges, with great 
danger to our horfes, from the bad condition of 
the boards. All this will be better in time; yet 
I mean to defcribe things juft as they are now. 
Creeks are generally forded. Acrofs fome, which 
are very deep, wooden bridges are thrown; 
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which, however, are not fuch as they fhould be: 


the boards, or fmall trees, with which they are 


covered, are neither fo good, nor fo clofe to each 
other, as might be withed. 

This 1s a brief {ketch of the phyfical and moral 
ftate of the country, which we have hitherto tra- 
verfed, drawn after thofe obfervations, which the 
fhortnefs of the time allowed us to make. J] 
{hall occafionally corre&t, what on more exact 


information I find to be erroneous, and fupply 
what may be deficient. 


Sunday, the 17th of May. 


On the oppofite fide of the river, a mile above 
Sunbury, at the extreme point of the ifthmus, 
formed by the two arms of the Sufguehannah, 
{tands Northumberland. Sunbury is the chief 
town of the county.. But the {mall number of 
public buildings, which are neceilary for the ad- 
miniftration of juftice, conftitute its only advan- 
tages over Northumberland; that, on the other 
hand, enjoys all the paride of a fine fituation, 
which, in fact, is as delightful as may be con- 
ceived. ‘The two arms of the river forming a 
right angle at the point of their confluence ; the 
country expands behind it in a fenh cians 
form, rifing in gentle {wells of a fruitful foil, and 
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connected with vallies and aap plains of {till 
richer ground. The banks of both arms of the 
river are fufceptible of cultivation to a wide ex- 
tent, on the fide where Northumberland {tands. 
Both arms are navigable, without interruption, 
to a diftance of three hundred miles, and water 
a foil, _— courts cultivation. The number 
of houfes is at this time, perhaps, a fixth greater 
at Sunt yury than at Northumberland, where it 
amounts to about one hundred. The firft houfes 
“were built in 1775; yet the inhabitants were 
driven from them in the war of the revolution, 
and their habitations deftroyed. ‘The town was 
not rebuilt till the year 1785. It is undoubtedly 
the worft built town we have hitherto fcen. All 
the houfes are of wood, chiefly log- houfes ; two 
only are built with ftone. There is no market- 
place here; the town contains no inns, but three 
or four whitky-houfes. We put up in that 
which is the beft of them; and yet it rains on 

ur beds, as well as on our horfes in the {table. 
Mcthinks there is hardly any place fituate more 
favourably for its becoming a large city, than 
Northumberland. The flow progrefs, hitherto 
made by the town; | have heard imputed to the 
untoward character and little:fenfe of the gentle- 


man, who poflefied three-fourths of the eround 
on 
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on which the town ftands. He is lately dead ; 
but had he lived longer, his exiftence would have 
proved no impediment, that might not eafily 
have been removed by the concurrence of fayour- 
able circumftances. 

Lhe price of land about Northumbertand is, 
at prefent, from twenty to twenty-four dollars 
per acre, near the river; that fituate on the 
northern arm is {till dearer, on account of the 
better quality of the foil, and becaufe a greater 
part of the ground is already cleared there, than 
on the eaftern arm. Farther up the tiver, land 
is fold from four to fix- dollars an acre. The 
quality of the foil, the vicinity of a creek, and 
longer or fhorter inftalments, produce here the 
{ame variety in the price of land as in other parts. 
The value, which J point out, is the medium 
price. Ground-fhares in the town are, at this 
time, fold at forty-eight of fifty dollars. 

The inhabitants of Northumberland, as well 
as of the county at large, confift; for the mot 
part, of Dutchmen. There are fome Germans, 
and a few natives; but moft of the inhabitants 
are foreigners. The Irith are, with a few excep- 
tions, the worft of them all. Being lefs in- 
duftrious than the reft, they are confequently 
poorer; and the property of an Irifliman is con- 
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tantly at the fervice of fuch as wifh to have it. 
The Germans are more tenacious of theirs; and, 
for this reafon, in» Sunbury, and the adjacent 
country, where they refide in confiderable num- 
bers, eftates are dearer than in Northumberland, 
though, the forl 1s of an inferior quality. 

The ftate of agriculture in Northumberland, 
and the adjacent country, is much the fame as in 
all other parts of America; but the proportion 
of cleared land is fmaller than in other counties 
we have traverfed. . Labourers are eafily found; 
they are paid fix fhillings a day without victuals, 
or three fhillings.and nine-pence with their en- 
tertainment. In the country, where they hire 
themfelves by the month, they have eight dol- 
lars, for which they are obliged to.work twenty- 

Bricklayers’ and carpenters wages.are, 
in town, one dollar per day. The’price of tiles is 
four dollars per thoufand; and very good bricks 
coft, in Northumberland, two fhillings and fix 
pence, delivered free of expence. 

The price of lime is from nine to ten-pence 
per bufhel, of deal-boards five fhillings, per hun- 
dred feet, arid of other boards fix fhillings and 
fix pence. 


As there is no market, either in Northum- 
? > - . 2 
berland or Sunbury, the inhabitants live, -for the 
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greater part of the year, upon falted meat, un- 
lefs they keep fowls. The farmers kill, at times, 
a cow; but fince an epidemic difeafe has car- 
ried off almoft all the horfes, they have been 
obliged to replace thefe by oxen for the purpofes 
of agriculture, and confequently. ufe lefs beef than 
before. Cow-beef is at this time fold from five 
pence to five-pence halfpenny per pound. ‘The 
higheft houfe-rent in Northumberland is cighty 
dollars; and there is but one houfe in the whole 
town for which fo much 1s paid. _ It is of brick, 
large and convenient, and was but lately fold 
for five thoufand two hundred dollars... Every 
thing is fomewhat dearer. at Sunbury, but the 
difference is not a full fixth. 

The land about Northumberland yields ge- 
nerally fifteen bufhels of wheat per acre, when it 
has attained what the farmers call a full ftate of 
cultivation. ‘The proportion of other crops is 
the fame as in other places. Indian corn 1s pro- 
duced in large quantities, which fhews. the ig- 
norance and indolence of the farmers, for it ex- 
haufts the foil; and though it fupplies all the 
houfehold wants of a family, yet not a bufhel is 
ever exported from the place where it grows. A 
great advantage, which might be derived from 1t, 
by mixing its ftalks with the dung, 1s entirely 
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rieglected by the farmers. The fheep are rather 
long-legged and meagre; yet the wool is good, 
and is fold for two fhillings and fix pence per 
pound. But very little is fold; for in this vale 
of Pennfylvania, as every where elfe, the farmers 
would be very forry indeed, if they were obliged 
to keep many fheep. 

I obferved before, that the clearing of lands in 


certain well-chofen diftri¢ts 1s, in my judgment, 


the moft profitable {peculation monied men can 


enter upon in this country. ‘The information | 
collected in Northumberland affords an additional 
proof of the truth of this remark. . The expence 
for clearing and fencing an acre, amounts, upon. 
an average, to thirteen dollars; and this 1s pretty 
high. The firft crops yield generally twenty 
bufhels of wheat, if the ground be well cleared, 
the trees, which {tood in the middle, cut down, 
and the largeft well barked. Wheat is fold at this 
time for ten fhillings per bufhel. The agreement 
entered upon with a farmer, relative to a piece of 
ground which has been cleared of wood, generally 
purports, that he is to have half the produce, 
but muft alfo find the feed. The land-owner 
nets therefore the firft harveft five pounds, the 
value of ten bufhels of wheat at ten fhillin gs, and 
eonfequently more than the expence for clearing 
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and fencing. If we fuppofe the medium price of 


wheat to be only five fhillings and nine pence 
per bufhel, the land-owner obtains, even in this 


cafe, the firft year, twenty-five per cent on the 


capital laid out; and yet there are many Cafes- 


where the former eftimate falls fhort of the real 
proceeds, as there are others where the katter is 
beyond them. 

The prices rife as faft in the vicinity of North- 
umberland, as in other parts; but this country, 
which is uncommonly extenfive, is but thinly m- 
habited, even in fuch diftricts as are fituate nearett 
to Philadelphia ; the prefent number of inhabit- 
ants does not exceed feventeen thoufand. The 
population encreafes, however, yearly, through 
emigration from the Jerfeys, from New-England, 
One hundred and 


thirty families, emigrants from the Jerfeys, have 


and a part of Pennfylvania. 


very lately fettled on the branches of the Suf- 
quehannah. But the land-marks of the purchafed 
ground are not always fuficiently known, nor 
the right of the fellers pertectly clear; for which 
reafon actions, concerning difputed limits, con- 
{titute nearly three-fourths of the cauies, which 

are tried in the courts of law at Sunbury. 
The political {entiments of the inhabitants of 
Northumberland are lefs virtuous and {teady, 
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than of the inhabitants of the lef$ remote couns 
ties. Several of them took, laft year, an active 
part in the revolt at Pittfburg, and ftill remain 
in confinement, on account of that affair. A de- 
finitive judgment being now daily expected in 
this bufinefs, every traveller, efpecially if he be 
fuppofed to come from, Philadelphia, is afked by 
the interefted inhabitants, as foon as he arrives, 
whether he brings any news refpecting that 
judgment. We were afked, like all other tra- 
vellers; and the queftions, put to us on this fub- 
ject, were conceived in terms, which by no means 
befpoke good and loyal fentiments. 

Hard by Northumberland, on the northern 
arm of the Sufquehannah, and clofe to the point 
of confluence of the two arms of that river, lies 
an ifle, which contains about two hundred and 
fifty acres of the richeit foil, from fifty of which 
the largeft trees have been cut down. ‘The land 
is fit for all the purpofes of agriculture; and 
‘might be cultivated with equal profit and fatis- 
faction by an induftrious owner. It is the moft 
pleafant little eftate, which can poffibly be bought 
by any perfon defirous of fettling in Northum- 


berland. At prefent it is the property of a man, 


mich advanced in years, who lives on it, in a 
{mall log-houfe, He bought it about feven years 
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ago for one thoufand fix hundred dollars, and 


very lately refufed three thoufand three hundred, 
which were offered for this tle. 
Northumberland is the retidence of Doctor 
PriestLey. They, who know vith what re- 
lentlefs fury the Englifh Government exerted all 
its influence to procure him to be harrafled by 
the mob, his houfe in Birmingham to be burnt 
down to the ground, and himfelf to be infulted 
and made uneafy wherever he went, will, un- 
doubtedly, feel for the fate of this gentleman, 
who has defervedly obtained fo much fame in 
the literary world, and whofe perfecution, were 
he even guilty of the -groffeft political mifcon- 
duct, which is by no -means the cafc, cannot but 
deeply intereft in his favour every feeling mind: 
This unwarrantable ftretch of power mutt excite 
univerfal indignation, and it needs no eift of di- 
vination to forefee, that the Englifh mob, thus 
fet upon their fuppofed enemies by the Englith 
miniftry,. may poflibly turn, fooner or later; 
againft the inftigators. However this may be, 


the perfecution experienced by Doctor Prieftley. 


would hardly have driven him fo foon to quit 
England, had he not expected to enjoy in Ame- 
rica that high celebrity and diftinction, which 
were promifed him by fome flattering friends. 
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His celebrity was, however, of no long duration ; 
the:Americans are too little fenfible of the value 
of that knowledge, by which he has acquired {9 
diftinguifhed a rank among the literati of our age. 
They concern themfelves but very little about 
dogmatical difcufiions of the Bible, and the te- 
nets of the Unitarians; and would readily give 
up all the experiments on air for one good and 
profitable. fpeculation.. The perfecuted from va; 
rious countries have, in thefe late years, fought 
an afylum among the Americans; fuch arrivals 
are, therefore, no uncommon fight to this peo- 
ple; and they have not much time to lofe in 
vain civilities. Under thefe circumftances, the 
refpect fhewn to Dr. Prieftley, who was a pro- 
found philofopher, an admired writer, a cele- 
brated chemift, and a victim of the Englifh mi- 
nifiry, did not laft long. A-few dinners, given to 
him at New-York, where he landed, and at Phi- 
Jadelphia, to which place he afterwards proceed- 
ed, formed the whole train of honours, which 
graced his reception. His fon, who arrived in 
America fome time before him, had bought 
lands, where all the Unitarians, and all the per- 
fecuted of Old England, were to join and rally 
under the Doétor’s banner. ‘This fettlement was 


to enjoy a diftinguifhed protection on the part 
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of the American Government; and to fecure to 
the Dostor a name, as chief of the fe&, and 
founder of the colony. But thefe hopes have 
already vanifhed. No Englifimen have arrived 
to purchafe his lands; and the Government of 
the United States, even that of Pennfylvania, did 
not confider the project of the Dod¢tor’s fettle- 
ment as more important than that of any other 
individual, The conftant praife of his uncom- 
mon merits as a natural philofopher induced his 
friends at Philadelphia, to folicit for him the 
profefiorfhip of chemiftry in the college, which 
they obtained ; but this place was far beneath the 
expectation of the Doctor, as well as of his fa- 
mily ; and it became neceflary, even for the pre- 
fervation of his celebrity in Europe, to w:thdraw 
from a {cene, where his attempt of attracting 
univerial attention had completely failed. 

He therefore removed to Northumberland. 
The lands, purchafed by his fon, were fituate in 
that county, though he had actually refolved to 
relinguifh the idea of founding a colony, which 
would have had no colonifts but his own fa- 
mily; yet his removal to Northumber.and, at 
Jeaft had not the appearance of an intention to 
abandon, in fo abrupt a manner, a project which 
had already been announced to the world, 
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As Mr. Guillemard was flightly acquainted 
with Young Prigstiey, and more particularly 
with Mr. Cooprr, who has alfo fettled in Notth- 
umberland, we were induced to prefer halting 
at that town, rather than at Sunbury, though 
both lay on our road; that I might gratify the 
with, which I entertained, to bé introduced toa 
man {fo juftly celebrated. The proje@ of form- 
ing the intended fettlement in the country 1s 
entirely relinquifhed ; Mr. Morris has generoufly 
taken back the siuicers part of the lands, which 
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young Prieftle, of him laft year, with all 


t 
the (aaesiatibick pt bed by law. He has alfo 
found means to difpofe of the reft, and has bought 
fome land near the ‘town, which he is now 
clearing and preparine for cultivation: The 
Doctor has built a houfe, to which he intends 
removing about the end of the fummer. His 
modes of lite and drefs are nearly the fame as in 
England, the wig excepted, which he’ has laid 


afide. -- He frequently 1: ugchs at the world, but 
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manner which tasks appears not to be 
from his heart.’ He fpoke with great moderation 
of the political affairs of Europe, and in very mild 
expreffions of England. He is now bufied in the 
inftre“i0on of a college, for which fix thoufand 
dollars: have already been fubfcribed, and {even 
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+ 


thoufand acres have been affigned him, as a free 
ift. In this eftablifhment, of which he has 

rawn up a profpectus, there 1s a prefident's place, 
miei intended for himfelf. JoserpH PRIEST- 


LEY, the eldeft fon, feems at prefent to be more 
engaged in induftrious purfuits, than in political 
difcuffions. He has married a young Englith 
lady, apparently of a mild and amiable difpofi- 
tion, but who fpeaks very little in company. 
She, as well as her mother-in-law, feem lefs to 
accommodate themfelves to American manners 
than their hu fbands. Mr. Cooper has purchate 
(bivie hundred acres of land, which he is at pre- 
fent clearing of wood, and preparing for cultiva- 
tion. He is undoubtedly a man of parts, of a 
reftlefs mind, ill adapted to find happinefs in a 
retired rural life. In the account he wrote of 
America, it was certainly his defign, to perfuade 
colonifts to join Dr. Prieftley. In his manners, 
he aftects at prefent a ftrong predilection for 
American cuftoms ; and fays, that he prefers his 
prefent mode of living to any other. He 1s fuf- 
pected here of aiming at a feat in-Congrefs. In 
point of abilities at leaft, he would hold no mean 
rank among its members. Some'Engkihmen, 
who lately arrived in America, intended to ae 
in the vicinity of Northumberland. it appears, 
however 
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however, that they have abandoned that inten- 
tion, difgufted with the fort of precedence claim- 
ed by Dr. Prieftley and his family, and with the’ 
auiterity of their manners ; though unqueftion- 
ably the Doctor's acquaintance and library would 
prove a very great accommodation to new fet- 
tlers; and his misfortunes and perfecutions can- 
not fail to intereft every one in his favour. As 
a companion of Mr, Guillemard I was received 
by thefe families, with as much politenefs as 
their cold and gloomy tempers ever difplay. 

In one of our water. excurfions with young 
Prieftley, in the vicinity of Northumberland, we 
Janded near a wooden houfe, built again{t the 
fide of a high mountain, which is covered with 
wood and fragments of rocks, and {eparated 
from the river by a tract of land, about four and 
twenty yards wide. An Englith lady inhabits 
this {mall houfe, which would prove a highly in- 
terefting {fpot, if fhe were young and handfome, 
and awake to the pleaiures or the forrows of love. 
But, alas #fuch fhe is not. Ske has three daugh- 
ters, the youngeft of whom, the only one that 
relides with her, is twenty years old. This lady 
left England in confequence of her hufband’s be- 
coming a bankrupt; to avoid-the difgrace, at- 
tending an event of that nature, which, however 
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innocent the bankrupt may be, muft wound his 
own feelings, as well as thofe of his. family ; and 
to prepare an afylum for her hufband, after he 
fhall have fettled his accounts with his creditors. 
Her name is Das: her hufband was a banker of 
Bath, Colonel of the militia of his county, and 
enjoys the reputation of an honeft man. It is 
abfolutely mmpoffible, to difplay more fpirit and 
perfeverance, than this lady has done, ever fince 
fhe fettled on this eftate, not:an inch of which 
was cultivated at the time fhe purchafed it. It 
contains about one hundred acres; on which, 
fix months ago, not a hut was to be feen, and 
where not a tree was felled. All thefe obftacles 
fhe has furmounted. She is now building a ftone 
houfe, and will, therefore, be able, within a 
twelvemonth, to receive her hufband in a retired 
and humble, yet decent habitation, The fitua- 
tion and misfortunes of this poor lady have in 
fome degree injured her brain. But, this cir- 


cumftance, while it increafes her loquacity, does. 


not prevent her from purfuing that direct line of 
conduct, which fhe has marked out for herfelf. 
Two of her daughters have been well married, 
fince their arrival in America... With a‘ fort of 
enthufiafm, I liftened to the other, who 1s at 
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home, whilft fhe played on the pianoforte. She 
performs very well, is young, pretty, unfortu- 
nate, modett, pofleffes no property on earth, and, 
in a wooden hut, plays upon one of the fineft in- 
ftruments, that ever came from Longmans fhop. 
The ftrange contraft of all thefe circumftances 
might eafily obtain a young lover for Maifs Sarah 
Dath; and this I moft fincerely wifhed her, at 
my departure ; but, young lovers are not fo eafily 
to be won, 1n this country. 

I had here another proof how profitable a {pe- 
culation it is in this country to purchafe wood- 
land, clear the ground, and render it fit for cul- 
tivation. Mrs. Dafh bought one hundred acres 
for two hundred and fixty-five dollars, twenty of 
which fhe has cleared, and fown with wheat ; 
including the fpot on which her houfe ftands, 
and a {mall garden. ‘The expence for clearing 
the land, and building her wooden houfe and a 
{table, amounted in the whole to one thoufand 
and fixty-five dollars. Her twenty acres yielded 
each twenty bufhels of wheat, the price of 
which, this year, is ten fhillings per bufhel. She 
employs no farmer, becaufe fhe is herfelf on the 
fpot ; and confequently the. produce of the firft 
year's harveft from twenty acres aniount to two 
hundred 
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hundred pounds, or five hundred and. thirty- 
t . 
three dollars, the moiety of the amount total of 


We pafled the Saturday and Sunday in North- 


her expence, the purchafe money excluded,* 


umberland, and proceeded.on Monday to Wilk{- 
barre. 
Monday, the 18th of May. 


The road from Northumberland to Berwick, 
which we had been told was dreadful, we found 


‘ina much better condition, than any we have 


hitherto pafled. The road is dreary, without 
the leaft variety of profpect, runs conttantly, or 
at leaft generally, through woods, though it lies 
parallel to the river, upon which, however; a 
view only opens now and then, and the bed of 
which, to the fouthward, is continually hedged 
in between mountains covered with fir.t 

We halted at Mr. MonrGoMery's, twelve 
miles from Northumberland. ‘The creek, on 
which his faw-mill is fituate, 1s the only one we 
have hitherto feen. The land, which moftly 


* The original fays, the purchafe-money included, but 
this is either an error of the prefs, or an overfight of the 
author.—Z ran/flater. 

+ With the exception of two orthree large bafins, form- 
ed by the river. 
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flopes towards the river, feems good. Few or h6 
rocks aré to be feen. Mr. Montgomery isa furs 
veyor; he does not keep an inn, but fupplies 
both men and horfes with food and provender for 
money. From him we learned, that the price 
of the beft land in his neighbourhood, on the 
banks of the river, is from twenty-three to twen- 
ty-eight dollars an acre; but that when whole 
eftates, for inftance, four hundred acres of good 
foil, are fold, the tenth part of which is cleared, 
the price of land amounts to eight dollars per 
acre; that land, which lies yet in wood, fetches 
from two to five dollars per acre ; that the price 
of labour is three fhillings per day ; that it is no 
eafy matter to procure labourers, becaufe the 
number of inhabitants in the neighbourhood is 
inconfiderable ; that the colonifts confift chiefly 
of Dutchmen, or their children ; and, laftly, that 
this diftrict has fuffered much from an epidemical 
difeafe, which, two years ago, deftroyed nearly 
all the horfes. To judge from the fymptoms, 
pointed out by Mr. Montgomery, I never heard 
of any fimilar diftemper in France. By his de- 
{cription, it is a weaknefs, which deftroys a horfe 
in the courfe of two months. The liver: is 
blown up by a fwelling, which extends into the 
legs, and the whole mafs of blood is entirely dif- 
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coloured. This .diftemper is called here the yel- 
fow water. 

The road to Berwick leads, fol its whole length, 
conftantly through woods, and confequently af- 
fords no profpect. There are. few habitations 
here, and. thefe have a mean appearance, + At 
fome diftance from the houfes, we faw a few 
itraggling cows and fheep. 

We halted in the diftri& of Fifhing Creek, at 
one ABRAHAM MILULER’s, who 1s a farmer, and 
keeps an inn and a fhop. His eftate confifts of 
three hundred.acres, feventy of which are cleared, 
He clears annually about twelve or fifteen acres 
more, but not without confiderable trouble, as 
labourers are véry fcarce in this diftrict ; they are 
paid three fhillings and fixpence per day, and 
have befides their board, which is eftimated at 
about one fhilling and fix pence. Here, as well 
as in all the other places through which we have 
hitherto paffed, three dollars per acre are gene- 
rally paid for hoeing up the roots of bufhes, on 
fuch ground as is deftined for cultivation ; or if 
day-labourers be employed in this work, they are 
paid five fhilings.a day, befides their victuals. 
This was the firft place, where we ufed maple 
fugar, which we found excellent. Abraham 
Miller fells yearly about five or fix barrels of this 
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fugar. He buys it at thir:een pence per pound, 
and fells it at fifteen ; the brown moift fugar of 
the colonies he fells at fourteen pence. He pro- 
cures all the goods, fold in his fhop, from Phi- 
ladelphia ; they are brought in waggons as far as 
Catawefly, where they are fhipped on the Suf- 
quehannah, and thence conveyed to Fifhing 
Creek. The aggregate amount of freight and 
carriage was, formerly, one dollar per tun, but 
fince laft {pring it has rifen to one dollar and a 
half. 

Lhe price of land in the neighbourhood is 
from: eight to. ten dollars per acre, if in any de- 
gree cleared of wood, and from two to three dol- 
lars, 1f {till covered with trees. ~ Habitations are 
fcarce and ftragglhng, but increafe im number 
nearer to Berwick. This is the chief town of the 
diftrict : it ftands on the banks of the river. The 
fituation is fufficiently agreeable, and more open 
than. that of other places, through which we 
‘have lately paffed. ‘This fmall village confifts 
of twenty miferable houfes, in which we could 
not find an egg for our fupper, but we procured 
fome milk. The beds were clean, the {tabling 
good, oats and hay excellent; and travellers on 
horfeback are ufually contented themfelves with 
{canty fare, if their horfes be well provided for. 
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The innkeeper and his wife are a young couple, 
who have ‘but very lately fettled here. Their 
houfe is of wood, and only half finifhed; they 
pofiefs, at prefent, eighty acres, ten of which 
are cleared and cultivated. The price of land 
at Berwick is twelve dollars, if the ground be 
already fomewhat cleared, and from one dollar 
and a half to two, if the wood be not yet cut 
down. | 

The inhabitants of Berwick, as well as of the 
huts, we faw on this day’s journey, are a med- 
ley of Englifhmen, Frenchmen, Germans, Fle- 
mings, and Scots. Mof: of the colonifts, who 
have lately arrived, come from the Jerfeys. ‘hey 
feem all poor, and are badly cloathed, yet their 
{trong and healthy appearance fhews, that they 
are well fed, and foothes the mind, which fym- 
pathizes in their poverty. The number of chil- 
dren is; in proportion to the habitations, very 
great indeed. Near Ovens we faw a {fchool for 
young girls, which, from the fmallnefs. of the 
hut, and the number of children who ran out to 
fee us pafs, had the appearance of an ant-huill. 
Two miles below. Berwick are thofe rapid cur- 
rents, known by the name of Nefcopeck, which 
greatly impede the navigation of the river, efpe- 
cially at low water. 
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Tusfday, the 19th of May. 


This day proved rather unfortunate to us, 


We Icft Berwick at fix o'clock in the morning, 
and were unfortunately addrefled to one SQuIRE 
Beacu, who lives feven miles from it, and who 
was to poitit out to us the the beft road to 
Wilkfbarre. Our ill-luck would have it, that 
this “Squire Beach is a maker of roads, and had 
but very lately conftruéted a new one, which is 
fome miles fhorter than the old road. He ad- 
vifed us to take the former, which he affured us 
was the beft. Relying on his aflurance, we fol- 
lowed his advice, but were on the very outfet 
‘at confiderable pains, to find the place where we 
were to be ferried acrofs the river, to reach the 
new road. The ferry-boat, which was rowed 
by a man tumed of feventy, was too {mall to 
contain: our four horfes; we therefore caufed 
our baggage to be carried over firft; and this 
arrived fafe on the oppofite bank. The fervant 
was ordered not to wait for us, but to proceed. 
On the return of the ferry-boat, Mr. Guillemard 
and | embarked. His mare, who is always very 
fpirited, and whofe mettle was perhaps heighten- 
ed by the fight of the other horfes on thorc, be- 
gan to {tir in the {mall boat, which was rather 

low 
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low at the fides; and in the midft of our paflage 
put one of her hind-legs into the water, which 
brought her whole hinder part down. The boat 
heeled to that fide, was filled with water, and 
would have been inftantly overfet, but for Mr. 
Guillemard’s prefence of mind. He pufhed the 
horfe into the river, and thus faved us in the 
moft imminent danger of being drowned; a 
danger to which travellers muft be frequently 
expofed in this country, from the bad conftrue- 
tion of the ferry-boats, as well as from the im- 
prudence and unfkilfulnefs of the ferry-men. 
The mare, Mr. Guillemard holding her faft by 
the bridle, fafely reached the fhore; and thus 
far every thing was well. But this incident was 
the harbinger of accidents {till more unpleafant. 
We could not difcover any road; fome trees, 
which had been felled, fhewed an intention, it is 
true, to make one; but we faw even few of thefe. 
No beaten road was to be found; ten times al- 
ready we had mified our way. We had to travel 
eighteen miles over telled trees, deep morafies, 
rocks, and loofe ftones. The girth of the bag- 
gage-horfe broke two or three times; Mr. Guil- 
lemard’s mare, who was badly faddled, twice loft 
her faddle on a fteep road, and threw her rider, 
She ran away and {cattered part of her load; a 
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brace of piftols was loft; our horfes were ex- 


hautted with fatigue; we were tired, faint with 
hunger, and unable to difcover any human ha- 
bitation on the road. A few houfes ftanding at 
fome diftance from it, which we vifited, could 
not fupply our wants; and, to encreafe our 
misfortunes, it rained all day lone. At length 
we found fome oats at an honeft German’s, 
whoie wife procured us alfo milk and eggs, 
Thus refrefhed, we purfued our journey, not 
without feveral new accidents befalling our bag- 
gage; and at laft reached Wilkfbarre. My 
friend’s horfe was lame, the faddle was broken 
to pieces by the accident in the ferry-boat, and 
our cloaths were torn; but at Dr. Cowell’s we 
cood ftable, good eggs, falt 


© 
meat (frefh meat is entirely out of the queftion) 


found a good fire, a 


and thus, as we {moaked our fegars, indulged 
the pleafant thought of having efcaped all thefe 
misfortunes. | | 
Wilkfbarre ftands on a wide and fertile plain. 
The. profpeé&t, on defcending the mountains by 
the creek of Nantikoke, is one of the richeft, 
moit extenfive, and moft delightful, we have 
yet feen. ‘The land is in a high ftate of culti- 
vation. We were not able to obtain any new 
unformation, that deferves to be mentioned. 


| Wilk (barre 
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Wilkfbarre is the chief town of the county 
of Luzerne. It. is a fmall place, containing 
about a hundred wooden houfes, of a much 
better appearance than thofe in Northumber- 
land. The town is feated on the Sufquehan- 
nah, and muft in time become confiderable, if 


‘the country, which lies higher up, fhall be more 


generally cultivated. It is even now of fome 
importance, and has about two hundred and 
fifty inhabitants. ‘The population of the whole 
county is eftimated at five thoufand fouls. 


Wednefday, the 20th of May. 


Mr. Guillemard’s mare being lamed by our 
misfortunes of yefterday, he refolved to leave 
her at Wilkdfbarre, under the care of his: fer- 
vant. We accordingly fet out by ourfelves. A 
new road was propofed to us, which fhortens 
the journey twenty miles, but is untrodden. 
However, having yefterday had enough of new 
roads, we preferred the old, though it was bad, 
and twenty miles longer. At the end of our 
firft day’s journey, we reached Huntsferry. The 
road:was bad, and we were feveral times obliged 
to travel in foot-paths, which were hardly pafl- 
able. We frequently met with quarries of mull- 
{ftone, and with fpots, where a path, only eight- 
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een inches in breadth, was cut through the rock, 
or where the road was fupported by trunks of 
trees, narrowed by falls of earth, obftructed by. 
fallen trees, and led along the edges of a preci- 
pice. We often pafled over declivities, rendered 


more dangerous by the ground being ftrewed 


with loofe ftones, or fragments of rock. For- 
tunately it fo happened, that we never got more 
than a few yards out of our road; but we were 
obligéd-to enquire the way of-every one we 
met, to avoid more confiderable deviation. The 
dwelling-houfes in this diftridt are moft of them 
fo new, that the inhabitants are often ignorant 
of the names of places, which are fcarce two , 
miles diftant ; nor are they able to point out the 
direction and diftance, fo that their information 
beyond the next farm-houfe is not to be de- 
pended upon. There is not one in on the 
whole road, but fome private individuals are in 
the habit of felling oats to travellers. They live 
at certain diftances, and, being known, travel- 
lers conftantly put up at their houfes. The firft 
day we halted at the houfe of one Harris, 
twelve miles from Wilkibarre, and afterwards at 
HarpbING’s, fifteen miles farther on. Both are 
farmers ; the former, a captain of the militia, 
is richer, and has been eftablifhed much longer 
than 
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than the latter. They are both very bad huf- 
bandmen ; they cultivate nothing but Indian 
corn and potatoes, in a foil, which is, for the 
moft part, poor, and, with few exceptions, pro- 
duces nothing but fpruce fir and the common 
birch. All the cultivated fields are inclofed with 
fences, which confift of poles of wood, on¢e 
fplit, and and laid zig-zag upon one another 
without any ftakes; a manner of fencing, ge- 
neral in all parts of America, at the firft clear- 


ing of the ground. The expence of clearing 


ground amounts, in this diftri€t, to feven- or 
eight dollars an acre. 

Five miles beyond Harding’s habitation, we 
crofled the river ina very bad ferry-boat, “and 
arrived at Hunt’s, an Irifhman, who fettled here | 
ten years ago. We found in his houfe Indian 
corn for our horfes, but neither oats .nor hay, 
and no milk for ourfelves, nor-even an egg. 
The houfe confifts of one room on the ground- 
floor, and of a corn-loft overt. Beds were not 
to be had. Hunt took an old paillaffe from his 
own bed, and lent it me for the night;-and ‘on 
this, with my faddle-cloth, I refted comfort- 
ably. By Hunt’s account, the fpot, which he 
inhabits, is very unwholefome ; and fo, he fays, 
are the banks of the river in general for fome 

way, 
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way, higher up, or lower down. His young 


and handfome wife has laboured under a heétic 
fever, for thefe eight months. 


Lhurfday, the 21ft of May. 


In the morning we halted at one Mr. Gay- 
LOR’s, eleven miles from our laft night’s quar- 
ters. All the dwelling-houfes are of the fame 
fort. We purfued our journey to Afylum’ by 
Wyalufing. The latter is a confiderable village, 
feated on a creek, from which it takes its name. 
The road is the fame as yefterday, at times even 
and good, often recently cut through the wood, 
or interrupted by new fettlements, the fences of 
which occafion a circuit of near a furlong, at 
the end of which it is difficult to find the road 
again. 

Nearly all the plantations, which we have 
hitherto traverfed in this diftri@, have been 
more or lefs recently formed by families, who 
derive their titles from Conneéticut. The right 
of property claimed by that ftate, in regard to 
thefe lands, has been declared to be unfounded, 
firft by arbitrators in Trenton, three or four years 
ago, and fince that by the judges of affize, wha 
hold their fittings in Philadelphia. The laft fen- 
tence has: excited general difcontent in thefe 

parts 5 
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parts; and, in truth, fhould it be confirmed 
by the fupreme court of juftice, the natural 
confequence muft be a general difpoflefling of 
all the cultivators, who have fettled here by 
right of purchate, or gift from the ftate of-Con- 
necticut, and who have {pent feveral years la- 
bour on a foil, on which they eftablifhed them- _ 
felyes in the moft legal form. Several of thefe 
fettlers were, during the laft war, driven from 
their pofleflions by the Indians, who deftroyed - 
all the buildmgs, and burnt the woods, as far 
as they were able, on their retreat. Thefe are 
indeed {ufficient reafons for difcontent ; and the 
{tate of Pennfylvania, fatisfied with being rein- 
{tated in its right to thefe lands, will undoubt- 
edly leave them in the pofleffion of thofe fami- 
lies, who, bona fide, obtained them either for 
money, or by theirlabour. If Pennfylvania had 
fold the iame lands, the fupreme court of judi- 
cature would doubtlefs award an indemnification 
in money. But in the United States, whofe con- 
ftitution is, and muft be founded on the rights 
of man, and modelled by juftice, peaceful and 
induftrious inhabitants will never be driven from 
their poffeflions, or expelled from their homes. 
The foldiers, ordered to carry fuch a fentence 
into execution, would* be too deeply affected ; 

their 
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their own feclings would contradict the oath of 
allegiance they have taken, and humanity would 
forbid them, to co-operate in the execution of 
the law. The ftate of Pennfylvania is too wile, 
and too juft, not to embrace, in thefe circum- 
ftances, a refolution, which is dictated by the 
very principles it profefies. - 

The inhabitants, who derive their titles from 
Connecticut, form, we were told, two diftiné 
claffes, whofe rights are of a widely different 
complexion. One clafs fettled here long before 
any public difcuflion of the claims of the two 
ftates took place ; and moit of thefe had to re- 
build their houfes, which, as has already been 
mentioned, were deftroyed during the war. 
The other clafs formed their fettlements after 
the above award, folicited by both ftates, had 
been iffued, and therefore were not, or, at leaft, 
fhould not have been ignorant of the hazard, to 
which they expofed themfelves. Several per- 
fons in Conneéticut have proceeded in this bufi- 


neis in a manner extremely blameable,  efpeci- 
ally one Colonel FrRanKLIN, who, two years 
ago, decoyed feveral families into this country, 
notwithftanding the oppofition of the fiate of 
Pennfylvania, and of all the friends of order, 
who difcouraged thefe @nfair proceedings, and 

| foretold 
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foretold to the new fettlers, that they would 
foon be difpoffefled of their eftates. Mott of the 
families lately arrived here are poor. They ob- 
tained the land gratis, and are the lefs difturbed 
in their prefent momentary enjoyments, by ap- 
prehenfions of fome future difpofleffion, as the 
character. of many among them is not. of the 
faireft complexion.- The colonel a&ted on the 
principle, that an increafe of the number of co- 
Jonifts would increafe the force of refiftance 
again{t the fentence of a judicial difpofleffion, 
in which, being himielf a proprietor, he is per- 
fonally concerned. This difference, in point 
of the period of pofleffion, and of the {fpecies 
of property, renders it far more ealy to accom- 
modate matters, than it might otherwife have 
proved; fince the difference being fettled with 
the landholders of the former clafs, the execu- 
tion of any vigorous meafure, which it may be 
neceflary to adopt againf{t thofe of the latter, will 

be greatly facilitated. | 
Afylum ftands on the right bank of the Suf- 
quehannah, which muft be croffed, in order to 
reach this fettlement. It has been only fitteen 
years eftablifhed. Meflrs. Tazton and De No- 
AILLEs, who arrived here from England, richer 
in hopes than in cath, fancied they fhould be able 
to 
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to purchafe, cultivate, and people two hundréd 


thoufand acres of land. ‘They interefted in their 
project fome planters of St. Domingo, who efcap- 
ed from the ruins of that colony, and who had 
prudence enough carefully to preferve the re- 
mains of their fortune. Mefirs. Morris and Ni- 
cholfort, who poffefs immenfe tracks of land in 
the United States, were willing and ready to 
meet their views. Lands were chofen on the 
northern banks of the Sufquehannah ; the price 
and inftalménts were regulated, and the firft 
trees felled * on the {pot, which was felected for 
the town. Mr. de Noailles took upon himfelf 
the management of the concerns of the com- 
pany in Philadelphia. Mr. Talon caufed the 
firft log-houfes to be erected here, and the land 
to be prepared for the reception of the new in- 
habitants. But they foon difcovered, that they 
fhould be. difappointed of all the money, which 
they had hoped to receive. Mef{rs. Morris and 
Nicholfon readily releafed them from this firft 
difficulty, and the contract was refcinded. From 
exclufive proprietors of thefe lands, the above 
gentlemen became affociates and partners in trade. 
with Mefirs. Morris and Nicholfon, in all the 
profits arifing from their fale, and the quantity ~ 


* In December, 1793. : 
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was enlarged toa. million of acres. Each of 
them kept about fix thoufand acres, as his pri- 
vate property, the price of which was fomewhat 
railed ; but more diftant periods of payment were 
fixed. Mr. Talon was appointed agent for the 
company, with a falary of three thoufaad dollars, 
The buildings, as well as all other expences. 
were, with the confent of Mefirs, Morris and 
Nicholfon, placed to the account of the com: 
pany. The ufe of the moft confiderable houfe, 
built by Mr. ‘Talon, was afligned to himfelf as 
agent. Ignorance of the language of the coun- 
try, want of practice in: bufinefs of this kind, 
avocations of a different nature, and the embar- 
rafiments of the company, have deprived “Mr. 
Talon of the moft exquifite happine{fs, an -emi- 
grate? Frenchman can poffibly enjoy, to open 4 
peaceful and comfortable afylum for his unfor- 
tunate countrymen, to affift them in the Art 
moments of their fettlement, and thus to be- 
come the founder of a colony, which would 
have proved as honourable to the name of a 
Frenchman, as ufeful to the unfortunate fuffer- 
ers, whom it would have received: An eior- 
mous expence, partly incurred without a ma- 
ture confideration of the plan, occafioned def- 
ciencies. The company was fiot able to fulfil its 
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engagéments. ‘The exertions of Mr. Talon and 
his aflociates were not equal to the removal of 
thefe difficulties ; and it becoming evident, that 
the colony could not attain profperity fo quickly 
as Mr. Talon had expeéted, he refigned his 
fituation-as agent to Mr. Nicholfon, and fold 
him his fhare in the property of the company; 
who, having fix months before bought that of 
Mr. de Noailles alfo, 1s now become fole pro- 
prietor of the land: 

This is a brief fketch of the hiftoty of Afy- 
lum. ‘There cannot remain a doubt, but that 
this eftablifhment, the plan of which is cere 
tainly the work of much deliberation, would 
have proved more fuccefsful, had it been formed 
by degrees, and with a fufficient fupply of ready 
money. For notwithftanding the errors com- 
mitted in the execution of the plan, and the ad« 
verfe incidents it has met with, Afylum has al- 
ready attained an uncommon degree of ‘perfec- 
tion, confidering its infant ftate. Thirty houfes; 
built in this town, are inhabited by famt- 
lies from St. Domingo, and from France, by 
French artizans, and even by Americans. Some 
inns and two fhops have been eftablithed, the 
bufinefs of which is confiderable. Several town 
fhares have been put into very good condition; 

and 
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atid the fields and gardens begin to be produétive, 
A confiderable quantity of ground has been 
cleared, on the creek Loyalfock ; where the 
company has allotted twenty-five thoufand acres 
of land, in part of a hundred thoufand ‘actes, 


which the inhabitants of Afylum have purchaf-_ 


ed by fubfcription; Similar agricultural ope- 
rations; which take place in almoft every town- 
fhare, are intended to enliven, at once, all the 
different parts of this large traCtof ground. The 
town-fhares confift each of four hundred acres, 
from ten to twenty of which are-cleared; The 
owner can therefore either fettle there himfelf, 
at the end of the year, or entruft it to a farmer: 
The clearing of the town-fhares is, at prefent, 
effected by fubfcription, on this principle; that 
for every acre belonging to a fubferiber, who 
has cleared ten acres, five of which only are en- 
clofed with fences, nine dollars are paid. 

Mr. de Montvuts, one of the inhabitants of 
Afylum, directs this clearing of the ground; the 
plan of which he conceived for the welfare of 
the colony. ‘The fentiments of the colonitts 
are good. Every one féllows his bufinefs, the 
cultivator as well as the inn-keeper and tradef- 
man, with as much zeal and exertion, as if he 
had been brought up to it. The foil is tolerably 
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good, the climate healthful. Almoft all the in- 
gredients of a thriving colony concur in Afy- 
lum, and afford room to hope, that thefe great 
natural advantages will, in time, be improved, 
for the benefit and profperity of the colonitts. 
A new trading company has fuperfeded the 
former; at leaft the firm and management of 
the company’s concerns have been altered. Mr. 
Robert Morris has entirely left it, and Mr. Ni- 
cholfon, being now the only proprietor, has 
formed a bank of his milhon of acres, divided 
into five thoufand fhares, containing each two 
hundred acres, the price of which, at two dol- 
lars and half per acre, is five hundred dollars, 
They bear fix per cent intereft, which increafes 
in proportion to the ftate of the land; and at 
the expiration of fifteen years, the period at 
which.the company 1s to be diffolved, all the 
benefits and advantages accruing to the bank 
are to be divided among the holders of fhares. 
‘An office has been eftablifhed by the latter, for 
the direction and management of the concerns 

of the bank. | 
This new company, taught by the errors of 
the former, will no doubt make it their princi- 
pal bufinefs, to promote the profperity of Afy- 
lum; which, alone, can, in any confiderable 
manner, 
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manner, increafe the value of the land. Yet 
fome: previous facrifices will alfo be required for 
that purpofe. It will be neceflary to-conftrué 
new roads, and repair the old ones. Encourage- 
ment muft alfo be given to the families, which 
already inhabit Afylum; and advantageous of 


fers muft be held out to fuch, as may be difpofed 


to fettle there, . If thefe things be done; Afy- 


Jum will foon be peopled. Motives arifing from 
French manners and opinions have hitherto pre- 


vented even French families from fettling heres 


Thefe are now, however, in great meafure fe- 
moved, and if the company {hall proceed with 
judgment and prudence, as it isto be hoped 
they will, there can hardly remain a doubt, but 
that Afylum will fpeedily become a place of im- 
portance. Its fituation on the Sufquehannah, 
two. hundred miles from its fource, fits it in a 
peculiar manner for an emporium of the inland 
trade. French activity, fupported with money, 
will certainly accelerate its growth; and this 
will doubtlefs in time convince the world, that 
the enterprife and afliduity of Frenchmen are 
equally con{picuous in profperous and adverfe 
circumitances. 

The following families have either already 
fettled, or intend to fettle, at Afylum, viz. 1. 
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Mr. de Bracons, deputy for Dauphine, in the 
conftituent aflembly. Since his quitting France, 
he has married Mademoifelle de MauLpE, late 
¢anonefs of the chapter of Bonbourg. They 
keep a haberdather’s fhop. ‘Their partner 1s Mr. 
Coin, formerly Abbe de Sevigny, arch-deacon 
of Tours, and confe:ller au grand confeil. 2. Mr. 
de Montuté, late captain of a troop of horfe, 
married to a lady of St. Domingo, who refides 
at prefent at Pottferove. 3. Madame de Sy- 
BERT, coufin to Mr. de Montulé, and relict of a 
rich planter of St. Domingo. 4. Mr. Becps- 
LIERRE, formerly a canon, now a fhopkeeper ; 
his partners are the two Mefirs. de la Roue, one 
of whom was formerly a_ petit gens-d’arme, and 
the other a captain of infantry. ‘The latter has 
married a fifter of Madame Sysert, Mademoi- 
felle de Bercy, who intends to eftablifh an inn 
on the road from Afylum to Loyalfock, eight 
miles from the former place, whither ‘fhe is on 
the point of removing with her hufband. 6. 
Mr. Beautigev, formerly a captain of infantry 
in the French fervice, who ferved in America, 
during the laft war, in the legion of Potofky. 
He has remained ever fince in this country, has 
married an Englifh lady, and now keeps an inn. 


4. Mr. 
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7, Mr. Buzarp, a planter of St..Domingo, and 
phyfician in that colony, who has fettled at 
Afylum with his wife, daughter, and fon, and 
{ome negroes, the remains of his fortune, 8. Mr. 
de NoaILtes, a planter of St. Domingo. 9. Mr, 
DaNnDELOT, of Franchecomté, latean officer of 
infantry, who left France on account of the re- 


-volution, and arrived here deftitute of property, 


but was kindly recerved by Mr. ‘Talon, and is 
now engaged in agricultural purfuits with fpirit 
and fuccefs. 10. Mr. DuPETITTHOUVARS, an 
officer of the navy, who, encouraged by the 
conftituent affembly, and affifted bya fub{crip- 
tion, embarked in an expedition in queft of Mr, 
de la Péroufe. He was detained on the coaft of 
Brafil by the governor of the colony, Fernando 
de Noriguez, and fent with his crew to Por- 
tugal, where he was very ill treated by the Por- 
tuguefe government, {tripped of ail his property, 
and only efcaped farther perfecution by fleeing 
to America, where he lives free and happy, 
without property, yet without want. He is em- 
ployed in clearing about two or three hundred 
acres of land, which have been prefented to 
him. His fociable, mild, yet truly original tem- 
per and character, are fet off by a noble fimpli- 
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city of manners*. 11. Mr. Norges, a young 
gentleman, who embarked with Mr. Dupetit- 
thouars, and efcaped with him to this country. 
He formerly wore the. petit collet +, was a pupil 
of Mr. de la Chapelle, poflefior of a {mall pri- 
ory, and now earns his fubfiftence by cultivating 
the ground. 12. Mr. Keatinc, an Irifhman, 
and late captain of the regiment of Welfh. At 
the beginning of the revolution he was in St. 
Domingo, where he poffefled the confidence of 
all parties, but refufed the moft tempting offers 
of the commiflioners of the aflembly, though 
his fentiments were truly. democratic. It was 
his choice and determination, to retire to Ame- 


rica without a fhilling in his pocket, rather than ~ 


to acquire power and opulence in St. Domingo 
by violating his firft oath. He is aoman of un- 
common merit, , diftinguithed abilities, extraor- 
dinary virtue, and invincible difintereftednefs. 
‘His deportment is grave, yet affable. His ad- 
vice and prudence have proved extremely fer- 
viceable to Mr. Talon in every department of 


* Dupetitthouars returned afterwards to France, ob- 
tained the command of a fhip of the line, and was killed in 
the unfortunate battle off the mouth of the Nile.—Tranf). 

+. Uhe petit collet (little band) was formerly a diftinguifh- 
ing mark of the fecular clergy in France.—T" rani. 
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Jt his bufinefs. It was he who negociated the 
ia late arrangements between Meflrs. Morris and 
he Nicholfon ; and it may be juftly faid, that the 
“Ht confidence, which his uncommon abilities and 
al virtue infpire, enables him to adjuft matters of 
ay difpute with much greater facility than moft 
ihm, other perfons. 13. Mr. Renaup and family. 
f , He is arich merchant of St. Domingo, who has 
ims juft arrived with very confiderable property, pre- a 
dented ferved from the wreck of an immenfe fortune. hilt 
ng x14. Mr. Cartes, a prieft and canon of Guern- it 
tho fey, who retired to America with a {mall for- ji 
Is tune, and who has now fettled at Afylum; he i 
fo An is an induftrious and much-refpected farmer. te 
her ha 15. Mr. Prevost, a citizen of Paris, celebrated a 
Donning there for his benevolence; he was a member of Mi | 
0 of tt all benevolent focieties, treafurer of the philan- . | 
extra thropic fociety, and retired to America with i 
eds fome property, a confiderable part of which he Li 
His a expended on a fettlement, which he attempted i 
ney to eftablifh on the banks of the Sufquehannah, | 
ett ¢ but which did not eventually fucceed. He now | } : 
13 cultivates his Jot of ground on the Loyalfock, as Hf 
ee if his whole life had been devoted to the fame \ 
“a purfuit ; and the cheerful ferenity of a gentle, An 
tig candid, philofophical mind, itil attends him in i!) { 
f. his laborious retreat. His wite and fifter-1- HI) i 
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law, who have alfo fettled here, fhare in hig 
tranquillity and his happinefs. 16. Madame 
d@’Aurremont, with her three children. . She 
is the widow of a fteward at Paris. ‘Two of her 
fons are grown up: one was a notary, and the 
other a watch-maker; but they have now be- 
come. hewers of wood, and tillers of the ground, 
and fecure by their zeal, ipirit, politenefs, and 
unblemifhed character, the fympathy and re- 


~/ 
> Say 


{pect of every feeling mind. 

some families of artifans are alfo eftablithed 
at Afylum ; and fuch as condu themfelves pro- 
perly earn great wages. ‘This cannot be faid of 
the greateft part of them. They are, in gene- 
ral, very indifferent workmen, and much ad- 
dicted to.drunkennefs. In time they will be 
fuperfeded by more valuable men; and Ame: 
rican families, -of a better defcription, will fettle 
here> for thofe, who refide at prefent at Aly- 
lum, are icarcely worth keeping. 

One of thé greateft impediments to the prof- 
perity of this fettlement will probably arife from 
the prejudices of fome Frenchmen againft the 
Americans, unlefs felf-intereft and reafon fhould 
prove the means of removing them. ‘Thefe are 
frequently manifefted with that inconfiderate les 
ii 


ity, with which Frenchmen, in general, de- 
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cide on things and perfons of the sreateft mo- 
ment; fome of them vauntingly declare, that 
they will never learn the language of the coun- 
try, or enter into. converfation with an Ameri- 
can. Whether particular facts and occurrences 
can juftifythis prejudice, in regard to individuals, 
I will not-affirm; but certain it is, that they can 
never juftify it in. the latitude of a general opt- 
nion. A condué& founded- on fuch «prejudices 
would prove extremely hurtful to the intereits 
of the colony; the progrefs of which has been 
already retarded by fo many unavoidable obfta- 
cles, that there certainly is no occafion to create 


new ones, by purpofely exciting the animofity 


of a people, among whom the colony has been 
formed, and who, in the judgment of every im- 
partial man, muft be confidered as ina ftate of 
lefs degeneracy than many European nations, 


The real farmers, who refide at Afylum, live, ° 


upon the whole, on very good terms with each 
other; being duly fenfible, that harmony is re- 
quifite, to render their fituation comfortable and 
happy. ‘They poflefs no confiderable property, 
and their way of life is fimple. Mr. ‘Talon lives 


in a manner fomewhat more {fplendid, as he is 


obliged to maintain a number of perfons, to 
whom his afliftance was indifpenfable. 
It 
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It is to be wifhed and hoped, that the whole 
fettlement may prove ultimately fuccefsful. A 
more convenient {pot might, doubtlefs, have 
been chofen. But not to mention, that all ex 
poft facto jadgments are unfair, the prefent fitus 
ation of the colony appears fo advantageous, as 
to warrant the moft fanguine hopes of fuccefs, 
Induftrious families, however, without whom 
no fettlement can profper, muft be invited to 
it; for it muft be confidered, that; however po- 
lifhed its prefent inhabitants may be, the gentle- 
man cannot fo eafily difpenfe with the affiftance 
of the artift and the hufbandman, as thefe can 
with that of the gentleman. . 

A {peedy adjuftment of the prefent differences 
between Connecticut and Pennfylvania, with 
refpe&t to the eftates contiguous to the lands of 
Afylum, would alfo prove a defirable and. fore 
tunate circumitance for this colony. None but 
perfons of indifferent charaéter are willing to 
{ettle on ground, “he title to which remains a 
matter of difpute. Even the fmall number of 
colonifts we found between Wilkfbarre and Ti- 
oga are by no means praifeworthy in their mo- 
rals; and they are poor, lazy, drunken, quar- 
_relfome, and extremely negligent in the culture 

of their lands.- The valuable emigrants from 


New- 
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New-England, from the eaftern branch of the 


. Sufquehannah, who fhould be encouraged to 


fettle here, will certainly not. make their ap- 
pearance, till they can be fure of cultivating 
their land without oppofition, and of retaining 
the undifturbed pofleffion of their eftates. It is 
therefore of the greateft importance to the com- 
pany of Afylum, that this weighty bufinefs 
fhould be fpeedily and finally adjufted. When 
that is accomplifhed, the company will doubt- 
lefs embrace the earlieft opportunity of advertif- 
ing the whole million of acres; they will ens 
deavour to combine feparate eftates with each 
other, by purchafing the intervening lands; they 
will make public their right of property, pur- 
fue a well concerted general plan, execute it 
with the requifite care and difpatch, and make 
the neceflary facrifices. They will perceive how 
advantageous and important it is, to place Afy- 
lum, as it were, in full activity, by conftrucéting 
the roads already projected and commenced, by 
eftablifhing a fchool, by inviting induftrious fet- 
tlers, and by endeavouring to meliorate the 
breeds of horfes and cattle: in fhort, by en- 
couraging ufeful eftablifhments of every kind. 
A few hundreds of dollars, laid out here pro- 
perly, would produce the moft confiderable and 

lafting 
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Jafting improvements. In fuch cafes, howevers 
it is requifite to calculate well, that we may ex- 
pend judicioufly.. By prudent and liberal mea- 
fures, the profperity of this French colony, and 
confequently of the company, would be effen- 
tially infuredand promoted. And when this fet- 
tlement fhall have once ripened: into a:flourifh- 
ing flate, it will ferve to conneé& the country, 
which is already cultivated along the banks of 
the river, above and below Afylum, and thus 
prove a fource of animation to: this -interefting 
part of Pennfylvania. But unlefs aGtive and ju- 
dicious meafures be purfued, Afylum will in- 
evitably {fuffer from the partial inconveniences, 
which attend its fituation, and from the errors 
committed in the firft formation of this colony; 
and inftead of attaining to the wifhed for prof- 
perity, it muft, on the contrary, find its decline, 
if not downfal, in the very nature of its efta- 
blifhment. 

Every thing in this fettlement, at prefent, 
appears in a precarious condition. The price of 
provifion depends on a variety of fluctuating cir- 
cumilances. By the activity and prudence of 
certain individuals the town is abundantly fups- 
plied with grain and meat, and this honeft eco- 
homy Keeps provifion at a moderate price. But 
men 
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men of a lefs liberal way of thinking have it 
alfo in their power to occafion fearcity of the 
firft neceffaries of life, and raife their price to 
a rate beyond all proportion to that of other 
commodities. The information, which l have 
been able to colleét, relative to the ftate of agri- 
culture, however accurate at the prefent mo- 
ment, can hardly be thought fufficient for the 
direction of a planter, who fhould incline to 
fettle here; I fhall, however, layut before my 
readers, fuch as it is. 

The land behind the town is tolerably good ; 
but that on the banks of the river confifts of 
excellent meadows, laid out by families, who 
fettled here, before the prefent colomifts, pre- 
ducing. very good hay, pretty confiderable in 
quantity, and they are capable of ftill farther 
improvement. ‘The foil of Loyalfock is, in ge- 
neral, excellent. Many trees eTow there, which 
evince its goodnefs, fuch as, the white Viret- 
nian walnut-tree, white oak, plane-tree, fugar-~ 
maple and hemlock-fir. It is a circumftance 
worthy of notice, that half-way between Loyal- 
fock and Afylum, common oak, which in the 
fields about the latter place is found m abun- 
dance, becomes at once fo fearce, that not two 
hundred oak trees grow in ithe whole diftri of 

Loyalfock, 
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Loyalfock, which contains two thoufand five 
hundred acres. ‘The price of the company’s 
land is at prefent two dollars and half per acre ; 
very little however is fold. That of the town 
of Afylum fetches little more; although there 
is little doubt, that the price will rife gradually 
to ten dollars. The land contiguous to Afy- 
lum, which does not belong to the company, 
being at prefent in an unfettled ftate with re- 
{pect to the right of property, this circumftance 
reiders it a very undefirable poffeffion for fuch 
fettlers, as do not with to expofe themfelves to 
the danger of fubfequent litigations, and cons 
f{equently to being difpoffeffed of their purchafes. 
Hitherto the grain appears to have fuffered but 
little from the Heffian fly and from blights. The 
winter lafts here from four months and half to 
five months. Agriculture however has hitherto 
advanced fo flowly, that the cattle fuffer much 
during that feafon from want of fodder. They 
are, for the moft part, fed with turnips, gourds, 
and {traw of Indian corn. Both oxen and cows 
are of a very indifferent fort, as little attention 
has been paid to the breed of cattle brought 
hither by the fettlers. Both feed-time and har- 
velt take place here about a fortnight later than 
in the vicinity of Philadelphia, The land yields 

about 
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id fi about fifteen or twenty bufhels of wheat, fixt tI | 
pany bufhels of Indian corn, and three tuns of hay mil 
2 per acre. The foil feems naturally better adapted : | 
Stow for meadows than for corn land; but from the ae 
h thee little trouble attending the driving of the cattle a if 
adual into the foreft, the produce in corn is rather ap- | i | 
to Af parently great than fo in fact. In ploughing Hh 
may, they generally employ oxen, which, it fhould | 
sie be obferved, are not fubje& to any particular | 
vie difeafe. They are at times driven to Philadel- ‘ia 
hl phia; and the country people frequently act here i | 
sa with fo little judgment, as even to fend them | | 
ia two hundred miles off, when they might obtain | a ; 
ta much better prices, and even ready money, in ni 
a the neighbourhood, The bullocks, which are q 
th confumed in Afylum, are generally brought | 
si from the back fettlements, but it is frequently ae) 
; 3 found-neceffary, to fend thither for them. They \ | 
aah are generally plentiful: the uncommon dura- Hii, 1) 
t nue ae ; it 
tion of the laft winter, however, proved fo Ve 
uf deftructive to the cattle, that few are now to can 
out be feen, and a great {carcity of beef prevails at | i 
wh Afylum, as well as in various other parts of ii) 
tentiod peg | | 
yg The grain, which is, not confamed in Alyr i | 
adh Jum, finds a market in Wilkfbarre, and is tran{- Hl | 
tht ported thither-on the river. In the fame man- tt | 
yi oe H 
about med ii 
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ner all kinds of merchandize are conveyed from 
Philadelphia to Afylum. They are carried in 
waggons as far as Harrifburg, and; thence fent 
in barges up the river. The freight amounts, 
in the whole, to two dollars percwt. The fale 
comes from the falt-houfes at Geneffee, on the 
lake of Ontario. . Flax is produced in the coun- 
try about Afylum; and the foil is very fit for 
producing crops of that commodity. Maple- 
fugar is made here in great abundance. Each 
tree is computed to yield, upon an average; 
from two pounds and half to three a year. 
Melaffes and vinegar are alfo prepared here. I 
have feen Meflrs. De VILAINE and DANDELOT 
make fugar in this place, which much furpafles » 
any of the fame kind, that has hitherto come 
under my obfervation. A confiderable quantity 
of tar is alfo made, and fold for four dollars per 
barrel, containing thirty-two gallons. Day-la- 
bourers are paid at the rate of five fhillings a 
day. Mr. de Montule employs workmen from 
the eaflern branch of the river, to clear his land; 
to thefe he pays half a dollar a day, befides al- 
lowing them their victuals; the overfeer re 
ceives a dollar and a third per day ; thefe peo- 
ple turn out to be very good workmen. ‘They 
are eafily procured, when employment is en- 
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{ured to them for any length of time ; but other- 
wife, it is very difficult to obtain them. ‘The 
manufacture of potafhes has alfo been commen- 
ced at Afylum; and it is in contemplation to 
attempt the brewing of malt-liquor. A corn- 
mill and a faw-mill are building on the Loyal- 
{ock. : 

The foregoing is a brief {ketch of the prefent 
{tate of this interefting fettlement, which, even 
a twelvemonth hence, will no longer retain its 
prefent features. ‘T'o judge from the a@tual 
condition of the probable progrefs and duration 
of this infant colony, it muft either rife or fal] 
rapidly, It is tobe hoped, that the want of fmi- 
larity to the original in my defcription, which 
may be obfervable next year in the colony, will 
arife from its rapid progrefs towards maturity ; 
and this hope is grounded on probable appear- 
ances. 


Luefday, the 2d of June. 


On our arrival at Afylum, it was not our in- 
tention to have {topped more than. four days in 
that place, But the pleafure of meeting with 
Mr. and Madame de Blacons, a defire to obtain 
a thorough knowledge of the prefent ftate of 
the colony, as well as of its profpects of future 
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improvement; and the cordial reception We e€X- 
perienced from all its inhabitants, induced us to 
add four days to our ftay; and, in the whole, 
we ftopped twelve days. On Tuefday, the 2d of 
June, we at length took our departure.  Mefirs, 
De Blacons and Dupetitthouars joined our cara- 
van ; the latter, who travelled on foot, had fet 
out the preceding evening. The road from Afy- 
Jum to Tioga leads, like the reft, through con- 
tinued woods. We preferred that on the right 
bank ; as we fhould then be obliged to crofs the 
tiver only once. ‘The road is in fome places ex- 
ceflively miry and ftony, although in others it 
is very good. Onthe whole it may be called 
tolerable, yet it is often difficult to be found. 
It affords but few ftriking profpe&s. The Suf- 
quehannah, which we met with but once, dur- 
ing our whole journey,sflows conftantly be- 
tween two chains of mountains, which feem to. 
encroach upon its channel,; but from time to 
time open into vallies more or lefs deep, but 
xever very extenfive. | 
We ftopped at Soromon Trasy’s, to reft 
our horfes. This planter occupies an eftate of 
five hundred acres, only thirty of which are yet 
cleared, and which belongs to the village of 
Old Shefhequen. Its owner arrived here about 
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five years ago, from the county of Orange, im 
the ftate of New York ; but he now intends to 
{fettle in Geneffee; and, confequently, wifhes 
to difpofe of his plantation, which hé holds 
from the {tate of Connecticut; the price he de- 
mands is five thoufand three hundred and ninety 
dollars, that is to fay, about ten dollars and 
three-fourths per acre. Another landholder, at 
whofe houfe we ftopped to procure directions 
about the road, intimated to us a &milar defign, 
as he miftook us for land-jobbers. His planta- 


‘tion confifted of three hundred acres, fixty of 


which were cleared, with a corn and a faw-mill: 
which he eftiniated at one thoufand three hun 
dred dollars. He afked for the whole eftate 
two thoufand fix hundred dollars, which is tan- 
tamount to eight dollars and half per acre. The 
{tate of agriculture is*no better here than in the 
other parts of Pennfylvania, and even worfe 
than in many of them, all the plantations being 
yet in that infant ftate, where the foil yields 
rich crops without cultivation. The fettlers 
too are doubtful whether their rights to their 
pofleflions will be confirmed, have much bufi- 
nefs upon their hands, and are in general little 
able to advance money for the improvement of 
their lands, fo that they hardly give themfelves 

N 2 the 
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the trouble even to plough up the ground. For 
this purpofe they make ufe of oxen, the me- 
dium price of a yoke of which is feventy dol- 
lars. Wheat commonly fells for one dollara 
bufhel, rye for four fhillings, and oats from two 
fhillings and fix-pence to three fhillings. There 
are two fchools in the neighbouring country, 
which are both kept by women, who teach 
needle-work and reading. ‘To learn to read is, 
therefore, the only inftru€tion, which boys can 
obtain here. Thefe fchools are maintained folely 
by the fee of five fhillings a quarter paid by each 
{cholar. They are evidently infufficient, yet 


they are fchools; and thefe are yet very rare in 


Pennfylvania. 


No place has been hitherto fet apart here for 
religious worfhip. They, who defire to perform 
this, affemble in private houfes, and engage a 
preacher for a yearly falary, which, however, is 
very {mall. Families of methodifts conftitute 
the principal part of the inhabitants. 

On the other fide of the river itands New 
Shefhequen, a fmall neat town, containing about 
twelve houfes, which are built either of rough 
logs or boards. It is feated in a very pleafant 
plain. ‘The juftice of the peace, the furgeon, 
and the paftor of the neighbouring country, re- 

> fide 
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fide in this place. It contains fhops, in fhort all 
thofe things which are found only ina principal 
town. 

The road from Old Shefhequen to Tioga, 
which had been reprefented to us as a very bad 
one, proved, onthe contrary, very good. Here 
the farm-houfes lie clofer to each other. Near 
Tioga, the river of the fame name difcharges 
BEIT zat the Sufqueh annah, ©The fite of she 
town, or rather of the eight or ten houfes which 
are fo called, is about two miles diftant from the 
confluence of the two rivers, and very pleafant. 
The mountains, which form the banks of the 
Sufquehannah, do not lie fo clofe together, as 
in any other part of its courfe that we have yet 
feen. The country behind Tioga defcends into 
a plain of upwards of three miles in extent. 
The foil is good ; and, from the fituation of the 
town, it is likely to acquire fome importance in 
time, when the land on both fides of the river 
fhall become cultivated and populous. There is 
not one fpring, however, to be found either on 
the {pot where the town ftands, or in its vici- 
nity, fo that the inhabitants are obliged either 
to fink wells, or to fetch water from the river : 
and, in either cafe, the water is far from bitin 
good. The price of land, in the neighbourhood 
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of the town, is eight dollars per acre, when, 
out of three hundred acres, to the proportion 
of fifty or fixty are already cleared of, wood. 
The town-fhares are fixteen yards in breadth 
by fifty in depth, and coft twenty dollars. The 
price of wheat is feven fhillings and fix-pence 
per buthel, rye fells for fix fhillings a bufhel, 
and oats from three to four fhillings. Some 
venifon excepted, which at times comes to mar- 
ket, no frefh meat has been feen at Tioga fince 
lat autumn. ‘The merchants of the place carry 
onan inconfiderable trade in hemp, which they 


set from the upper parts of the river, and fend 
to Philadelphia by Middle Town. We were in- 
formed, that the ‘fhops at Afylum prove very 
hurtful to the trade of Tioga, a complaint which 


gave our fellow- traveller, who keeps a fhop in 
Hele: no {mall fatisfaction. 

Laft year there were three inns in “Tioga, 
but, at this time, it contains but one; we found 
it crowded with travéllers from the Jerfeys, 
Pennfylvania, and New York, who intended to 
fettle on the lakes. After a feanty fupper, we 
were all obliged to take up with two beds; 
more were not to be obtained om any terms. 
The fheets, which had already ferved three or 
four other travellers, were, according to the 
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landlady’s account, very clean; and fo indeed 
they are called, in all the American inns, when 
they are in fact totally unfit for ufe. | Yet, on 
the other hand, we enjoyed the {pecial favour of 
being permitted to lie down in boots, as thofe 
of our party really did, who, \like myfelf, pre- 
ferred taking their repofe on the ground, wrap- 
ped up in a blanket. 


Wednelday, the 3d of fune. | 
Our company confifted, as I have already 


mentioned, of four perfons, one of whom (Mr. 
Dupetitthouars) travelled on foot, but whom 
we had promifed to relieve occafionally by walk- 
ing in rotation part of the way. 

Near Tioga we turned from the river Suf- 
quehannah, along the banks. of which we had 
tPavelled near two hundred and fifty miles, and 
yet the fource of that branch which we quitted 
is diftant two hundred miles {till farther,inland ; 
it rifes near the Mohawk’s river. The Sufque- 
hannah, throughout its courfe, ferves to open 
up an extenfive country of rich fertile foil, and 
which: is likely to acquire an increafing im- 
portance from its navigation, that extends as 
far as to the Chefapeak. It is an unfavourable 
circumftance, however, that its courfe is fo fre- 
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quently broken by rapids, which, even at high 
water, cannot be pafled without danger by fmall 
vellels. It.is in fuch fmall veflels, or on rafts, 
conftructed of trunks of trees covered with 
boards, that cargoes of provifion, &c., are at 
prefent tranfported. Thefe rafts, which draw 
but little water in proportion to the breadth and 
extent of their furface, are moftly laden with 
provifion for the lower country. The naviga- 
tion of thefe rafts and veffels is fometimes im- 
peded by obftacles infurmountable ; they are 
many times fhattered from being dafhed on the 
banks or fhallows, and often beaten entirely to 
pieces. The number of men, and efpecially of 
vellels, thus wrecked and loft, is very confider- 
able. 

At the diftance of four miles from Tioga, the 
{tate of Pennfylvania borders upon New York, 
and here begins a new ftandard of coinage. A 
dollar, which in Pennfylvania is worth only 
feven fhillings and fixpence, is here, with greater 
convenience and propriety, divided into eight 
fhillings. 

Near the confines of Pennfylvania a moun- 
tain rifes from the bank of the river Tioga, in 
the ‘fhape of a fugar-loaf, upon which are feen 
the remains of fome entrenchments ; thefe the 

inhabitants 
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inhabitants call the Spani/h rampart, but I ra- 
ther judge them to have been thrown up againft 
the Indians in the times of Mr. de Nouville. 
One perpendicular breaft-work is yet remain- 
ing, which, though covered over with grafs and 
bufhes, plainly indicates, that a parapet anda 
ditch have been conftructed here. 

We ftopped to breakfaft about ten: miles from 
Tioga, at the houfe of one Mr. WARREN, a 
landholder, who. fettled here four -years ago. 
His eftate along the river confifts of three hun- 
dred and feyenty acres. of land, fifty of which 
only are cleared ; the reft are ftony, hilly, and 
poor. ‘The price of wheat is one dollar, oats 
three fhillings and fix-pence, and rye five fhil- 
lings per buthel. The cultivated land lies moftly 
in grafs. Thefe meadows, which are fown with 
timothy-grafs, and white clover, are ufed as 
fuch for three or four. years. They are then 
broken up, fown with wheat, and ufed again 
as grafs land. Mr. Warren, it feems, never 
fows oats among the clover. His ftock ap- 
peared to be in very good order; the fheep were 
tolerably good; at the fhearing time the wool 
weighs from four to five pounds a fleece; its 
medium price is four fhillings per pound. This 
planter, only three years-ago, paid nine hundred 

dollars 
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dollars for this eftate, and he now’ afks two 
thoufand five hundred dollars for it. 


There is no {chool kept in the neighbouring 


country, except in the winter months, when 
every {cholar pays a dollar per quarter. 

The road from Tioga to Painted Poft lies for 
the moft part along the bank of the river Tioga, 
which is here about as broad as the mouth of 
the Oife. Its water is very clear) ‘The ftream 
is rapid, and the country in general, through 
which it flows, is more open and pleafant than 
that watered by the Sufquehannah. 

We dined at New Fown, which has not 
been built more than feven vears, and is fituate 
on the banks of the Tioga. Before the build- 
ing of this town the Indians were in pofleffion 
of the territory. This place is, at prefent, the 
chief town of the county of Tioga. The dif- 
trict of New Town contains twenty thoufand 
acres of land, fold originally for eighteen pence 
the acre, which now fells. for five or fix dol- 
lars, and in fome places from twenty-four to 
twenty-fix dollars. ‘The foil near the river is 
remarkably good. ‘The plain in which New 
Town ftands is large, and covered with mea- 
dows. In the other parts of the twenty thou- 
fand acres but very little wood has hitherto 

been 
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St been cut down, although we were aflured, that i 
at new fettlers are continually. pouring in. The | 
my whole town confifts of about fifteen houfes, moft i i| 
» We of them being either inns or fhops. i 
In New Town we met with Colonel 5Tar- 1 i) 
ish RET, and we accompanied him to his own \ 
t Th, houfe, which is eight. miles diftant from the Hi 
noth town. He is an Irifhman by birth, buthas been © Hi 
Ye ea for many years a refident of America; ‘he has/a iE 
th plantation of about thirteen hundred acres, only i 
faat tha one hundred of which have been hitherto ren- i 
dered fit for cultivation. Six hundred were | 
has i cleared of wood by the Indians, who quitted | 
5 itd this part of the country only five years ago. «He i 
he butt has lived here feven years, during two of which Hi 
poli he was entirely furrounded with Indians; he af- i} 
fent, th fured us, however, that he had no reafon to f 
The di complain of them as neighbours. The Indians i 
thou burn the trees down to the ftumps, when they | 
en pat clear any ground; but although the former are || 
fx Gl thereby deftroyed, the ftumps which remain 
fy mutt be rooted out, before the foil can be cul- 
rie tivated. ‘The Colonel’s eftate is apparently un- | 
oh Ne der good management. He affured us, that his | 
th 12 land is much fperior to any in the neighbour- ) 
yt hood; that it yields forty buthels of wheat, and au yi 
tht as much Indian corn annually; and that his Rs 
i meadows | 
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meadows produce two tuns of hay per acre. He 
ploughs with oxen, which are of a very good 
fort. According to his account, he ploughs 
deeper than we have obferved any where elfe 
in America, making ufe of ploughs of vatious 
conftructions. .He keeps no fheep, on account 
of the wolves, which are faid to be very nume- 
rous in this part of .the country, it having been 
but lately cleared... He has a beautiful breed of 
cows, and.a fine looking young bull, produced 
from a cow, which he bought of Squire WaAL- 
Lis, on the eaftern arm of the Sufquehannah; 
itis of the Enelifh breed. ‘The cow, big with 
calf, coft him thirty-two dollars ; he rears his 
calves, and does not fell them. The winter 
commonly lafts here fix months; during which 
time his cows and oxen are kept in the ftable. 
He depofits his turnips, which he gathers in 
autumn, under ground, and feeds his cattle with 

them, as well as with Indian corn and lay. 
The price ef wheat in this part of the coun- 
try 1s one dollar, rye five fhillings, and oats three 
fhillings per buthel. It is difficult to procure. 
workmen hereabouts. Mr. Starret pays them 
after the rate of one dollar per day, exclufive of 
victuals. He has two diftilleries, one upon the 
eftate, and another in New Town; in both 
together 
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together he diftils about two thoufand gallons 
of whifky in a year. Mr. Starret affured us, 
that a bufhel of rye yields, in his diftilleries, 
only from two to two gallons and a half of 
whifky ; and that the {pirit is not good, if a 
larger quantity be diftilled from a bufhel... He 
fells his whifky for one dollar per gallon, while, 
according to the beft information we have hither- 
to been able to colle&, whifky, three gallons of 
which are obtained from a buthel, cofts but five 
fhillings. From what we have fince heard of 
this planter, it is probable, that his account is 
greatly exaggerated, for the purpofe of obtain- 
ing a higher price for his whifky. The work- 
men, employed in his diftilleries, receive one 
hundred and ninety doliars per annum. The Co- 
lonel told us, that he propofed to fell his eftate ; 
that he has refufed ten thoufand dollars for it, 
and that he means to refide for the future in 
New Town ; he hinted, at the fame time, that 
he is very rich. The fame evening ‘we learned 
from “Squire Mac-Cornicx, that this pre- 
tended Colonel is an impoftor; that he pur- 
chafed his eftate,“ which he told us he had 
bought from the ftate of New York for eigh- 
teen pence per acre, of a private gentleman, at 
the rate of two dollars per acre ; that he has not 


yet 


GH ES: Fa = 


> See 


= = = oe 


— 





TRAVELS THROUGH 


t paid the purchafe money; and that he wifl 
srobably b e compelled to quit the eftate, unlefs 
he finds means to difcharge the debt within the 
fhort time f{ 


to all appearance was fo free-hearted and kind, is 


+9 
Va 
f\? 
+ 
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ul allowed him. ‘This man, who 


at the bottom, a mere {windler ; or, at leaft, he 
fuppofed we had a defign to purchate land, and 
withed to fell us fome at an Sesisiae price. 
“Squire Mac-Cornick, with whom we took 
up our quarters for the mght, is a farmer, and 
keeps, at the fame timé, an inn, but one of 
that defcription, which affords neither hay for 
hortes, nor food for travellers, and fcarcely even 
a bed. The horfes were turned out on the grafs, 
Our fupper confiited of rufty bacon and coffee ; 
and we wereall four obliged to fleep in two 
beds, which belonged to the family. The fheets 
had already ferved them fome time, and it ap- 
pears were to ferve them {till longer. Mr, de 
Blacons and myfelf took: poffeffion of that of 
the landlord. Though completely drefled, we 
could not lie down without extreme reliccaee 
our wearinefs, hewever, overcame our double 
averfion to fleep together, and between fuch 
fheets. 
Supper-time: was, as ufual, fpent in mutual 
enquitics, “We learned, that “Squire Mac-Cor- 
: nick 
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nick purchafed his eftate, four yeers ago, of Meff, 
PHELPs and GorHAM->for ten fhillings and fixe 
pence peracre; that he weuld not fell it now for 
three dollars; that he poflefles about three thou- 
fand acres, one hundred and _ fifty of which are 
cultivated, exclufive of forty others, which have 
been cleared by the Indians.. His land yields about 


thirty bufhels of wheat, fifty bafhels of Indian 


corn, and four hundred buthels of potatoes, per 
acre. Ue keeps about forty or Afty fheep,. of a 
middling fort, and but common wool, He ap- 
pears duly fenfible of the advantages to be de- 
rived from a good flock, and accordingly he 
values them higher, than any Anerican that has 
hitherto fallen within my obfervation. He keeps 
twenty-three cows, which look tolerably well, 
a bull of a very indifferent breed, and two yokes 
of very fine oxen; he has refuied one hundred 
dollars for a yoke. The wolves have already 
deftroyed fome of his fheep. To prevent a re- 
petition of {uch accidents, he now keeps feveral 
large bull-dogs, and caufes the flock tobe folded 
every night; neither is he deterred, by the da- 
mage he has fuftained, from increafing the num- 
ber of his fheep. Squire Mac-Cornick has lived 
here for fo fhort a time, that, though a very in+ 
teiligent man, he could not fite with any de- 
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gree of accuracy the ufual expences of houfe- 
keeping. His father was an Irifhman ; but he 
himfelf was born in Pennfylvania, and has tra- 
velled in England, Ireland, Scotland, France, 
and Switzerland. He held, at leaft according to 
his own account, a commiffion in the Englith 
fervice; but he did not name the regiment in 
which he ferved. He is an entertaining man, 
who appears to underftand thoroughly what he 
is about; is very converfable, civil, and modeft, 
and exprefles himfelf with judgment, and often 
indeed with elegance. He feems well acquaint- 
ed with the laws and interefts of his country, 
and is the father of a numerous family, from 
whofe affiftance in his labours he is now begin- 
ning to reap fome advantage. 

The price of every thing, except corn, 1s 
much higher here, than at Afylum, Tioga, or 
even New Town, chiefly from the expenfivenels 
of carriage. This was at leaft the reafon afligned 
by *Squire .Mac-Cornick for the high amount 
of his bill, which feemed to bear no kind of 
proportion to the compulfory frugality of our-ens 
tertainment. | 

The ftate of New York impofes no taxes, to 
defraythe expences of its government ; property 


is taxed only to» pay the expences of the county 
and 
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nine and diftrict., Neither the land,.which is -ftill 
he covered with wood, ‘nor: ‘that which. has lately 
Ma th been cleared,.is required to pay any... It is only La 
ra, the. land, that has been cultivated for a confider- 
dig able time, that is lable to taxation. "The county 
tng taxes,are raifed upon horfes, oxen, in fhort, upon 
men the whole live ftock.of.the farm... All thefe 
3 different {pecies of property are valued by over- 
wha eers, and taxed by affeflors, in proportion to the 
dod pecuniary demands of the :county..° Thefe taxes, 
and dt of which I fhall have an opportunity hereafter to 
cat give a more particular account, are all laid very 
county, low. |, Squire,Mac-Cornick paid for the whole 
ly, of his taxes laft year only fourdollars and a half. 
w Ded The. laws: of the ftate of New York have 
eftablifhed poor-rates, for fuch.diftriéts_ as con» 
ent i tain paupers ; but.there are very few of: that de- 
ior, {cription to be found in this new country. The 
nie habitation: of "Squire Mac-Cornick appertains to 
afi the county.of Ontario; and here this tax, is raif- 
ts ed,;but not in. the county of Tioga» The ex- 
bint pence of building .prifons, feffions-houfes, &c. 
tout is defrayed by the fubfcription of. individuals, 
The. fehools lic at confiderable diftances from 
sii onecanother, and are kept only in winter ; their 
xt charge.1s one.dollar a quarter for each fcholar. 


Vou. I. O Read- 





1094 TRAVELS THROUGH 


Reading and writing are taught in the fchoolg, 
but in thefe thinly inhabited forefts the inftru@- 
ors are, in general, ignorant, and extremely in- 
dolent. No church has yet been built here; 
people of all religious perfuafions live in this 
country, and all feem to be little folicitous about 
religious matters, whatever be the particular fect 
to which they belong. 

- On our way from Newtown, efpecially be- 
tween Starret’s and Mac-Cornick’s habitations, 
the foil is good ; and, where it ts not yet cleared, 
is. covered with oaks and fine pines: A great 
part however has been cleared by the Indians, 
and produces excellent grafs. 

From Mac-Cornick’s houfe to Painted Poft 
the foil continues the fame; but the dwellings 
are fo thinly feattered, that you may travel 
twelve miles through the foreft, without find- 
ing a fingle houfe. The country, being flat, is 
expofed to inundation, whenever the creeks and 
the river Tioga overflow. In the month of De- 
cember, laft year (1794), the water rofe to an 
unprecedented heicht, namely, from fifteen to 
nineteen fect above the ufual level. Captain. 
STARBER, who keeps an inn at Painted Poft, | 
reported this circumftance to me as an unquef- 

tionable 
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tionable fact. He could eafily meafure the rifing 
of the water in his well. THis extraordinary ins 
undation {wept away a great number of fences. 


Thurfday, ihe 4th of June. 


We breakfafted at Painted Poff; fix miles from 
the place at which we had paffed the night. It 
is the principal town of the diftri@, and derives 
its name from a poft, hewn and painted by the 
Indians, the ftump of which is yet left ftanding. 
The firft inhabitants fettled here only four years 
ago. ‘The whole town at prefent confifts of ten 
or twelve {mallhoufes. The land here has alfo 
been parcelled out and fold by the ftate of New 
York. The foil is good, efpecially near the 
town, where from fifteen to eighteen dollars are 
the common price for an acre. Fhe woods are 
full of rofe-bufhes, apple and plumb trees, and 
bilberries. ‘There are however but few fugats 
maple trees. The price of this fugar at the.bes 
ginning of laft {pring was one fhilling per pounds 
W heat fells for feven fhillings a bufhel ; Indian 
corn for four; oats, thrce; rye for eleven fhil+ 
lings and fix-pence ; and hay for three pounds @ 
tun; although very little of this laf article is 
fold, and that only in the depth of winters, A 
sow cofts from eighteen to twenty-five dollars ; 
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a yoke of oxen feventy-five dollars; fheep from 
fixteen to twenty fhillings, and wool four fhil- 
lings a pound. Labourers’ wages are from four 
to fix fhillings a day, and ten dollars a month 
without vituals. Maid fervants earn about fix 
fhillings a week. “The quantity of uncultivated 
land is very confiderable in this part of the coun 
try, though numbers of emigrants, as we were 
told, are conftantly coming from ail parts to fet- 
tle here. On our journey from Painted Poft to 
Bath we met feveral families, who had quitted 
their former habitations in queft of new ones. 
Thefe tranfmigrations are generally removals 
from an old into a new country. The attach- 
ment to local property is yet but little known. 
among the Americans. The foil, on which they 
were born, nay that which they have themfelves 
rendered fit for cultivation, is valued by them lit- 
tle more than any other. Every where they live 
ina fimple and frugal manner; their friendly - 
connections alfo are moftly confined to their own 
families, which move about with them. » Every 


where they can procure whifky and falt pork. 


They even experience a real pleafure in clearing 
the ground and rendering it fit for cultivation, 
independently of the profits they make when 
they leave their eftates, either altogether in.a 

ftate 





D fron 
ut fil 
DM four 
A month 


we Wet 
ts tole 
t Patt 
d quit 
ew Ol 
remor 
¢ atta 
e knot 
hich th 
eres 
them 
they i 


het om 
fat pub 
cleat 
tava 


ke wie 


bet 


mn 
yr 


NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. 197 


itate of cultivation, or at leaft partly fo, to pur 
chafe another, yet covered with wood, and fome 
hundred miles farther inland. Among the many 
emigrants we met this day, there were a great 
number of perfons who came from Niagara, 
fituate in the Englifh dominions, and were tra- 
velling to South Carolina. They were origi- 
nally Pennfylvanians, from the neighbourhood 
of Pittfburg, who, allured by the promife of Go- 
vernor SIMCOE, that they fhould have lands 
gratis, belonging to the King of England, and 
alfo be affifled for fome'time in’ their labours, 
quitted their former places of refidence, but did 
not find their new fituation fo comfortable as 
they had been led to expec.* Being alfo vifited 
by the fever, they forfook their fettlements, ap- 
parently much exafperated at the expence and 
labour they had ufelefsly beftowed on them. 
The road from Painted Poft to Bath, leads, 

like that we have pafted, through the midft of 
forefts, up and down hill, particularly after paff- 
ing the creek of Connefteon, which flows into 
the river Tioga, near Painted Pott. This road, 


* By the treaty of 1794. Niagara was to be ceded to the 
{tate of New York, which it was in 1796. Hence, proba- 
bly, we may account for the difappointment of the fettlers, 
Lranflator. 
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as it is called, which was made by Captain WIL 
LIAMSON, with a defign to open a communi- 
cation between his eftate and the eaftern arm of 
the Sufquehannah, is in fact nothing but a ftraight 
line cut through the wood. ‘The felled trees are, 
indeed, for the moft part removed, but the roots 
remain, and make the road very bad, miry, and 
deep; fo that in the middle of June, the drieft 
feafon of the year, a horfe cannot travel it with- 
out difficulty. At the diftance of a mile and a 
half from Bath is a {mall lake about two miles 
in circumference. ~The lake itfelf lies within 
the foreft, but clofe behind it are the marfhes, 
which reach as f4r as Bath, the chief place of the 
fettlement of Captain Williamfon (of whom I 
{hall have occafion prefently to fpeak) and where 
he generally refides. The Captain was abfent 
in Canandaqua, where he prefided as.a judge. at 
the feffions, but was expected to return hither 
in two-days time. "To make an acquaintance 
with this gentleman, was an important abject to 
us; we accordingly arranged our plan in fuch a 
manner, as to prevent his efcaping us. We, 
therefore, refolved to make an excurfion to the 
{mall lakes, and to return to Bath in three days, 


when we fhould be fure to find the Captain at 
home. 


Friday, 
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Friday, the 5th. of fune. 


We fet out without any baggage, as Mr. 
Guillemard hit upon the benevolent idea of leav- 
ing his fervant at Bath, that he might lend his 
horfe to Mr. Dupetitthouars, Nothing remark- 
able occurred during the whole day’s journey of 
thirty-five miles, which we made through con- 
tinued woods. All this way we have met with 
but fix habitations, which ftand within the fo-. 
reft. From Boys’ inn to Friend{mill, that ts to 
fay, in a {pace of eighteen miles, there is not a 
fingle houfe to be feen. About eight miles from 
Bath is Crooked Lake, on which ftands Boys’ 
inn, as it is called, but where we could procure 
neither eggs, butter, hay, nor oats. Crooked 
Lake takes its name, as might be fuppofed, from 


ats form; it flows from north to fouth with a 


gentle current, in the midft of mountains, which 
are not véry high; but which, in point of ex- 
ternal form, bear a f{triking refemblance to each 
other; this uniform appearance is enereafed by 


the wood, with which they are covered. I never 


{aw a country abounding more in water, than 
that through which we pafled from Boys’ inna 
to Friend{mill. Moft of the brooks, on account 
of the feafon, contained, comparatively, but dit- 
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tle water; though we continually met with 
tracks of torrents, which, ‘to judge from the 
ground they had, wafhed away, and the large 
{tones and trees they had {wept along, mutt 
have been very violent and rapid. The read, 
which runs by the river fide, is nothing but a 
foot-path, which it is frequently difficult to dif- 
tinguifh. It pailes between rocks, felled. trees, 
and bufhes, and is one of the moft unpleafant to 
traver{fe that, can be conceived. The woods, 
however, are extremely beautiful, and fhew that 
the. foil is, perhaps, the richeft we have yet feen. 

‘The; mountains flope toward the lake, and ter- 
muinate.in inconfiderable hills. “Their fhape an- 
nounced to us, that we were approaching thofe 
vat. favannahs, which divide the enormous mals 
of water, that irrigates America. The plain ex- 
pands, and the country on a fudden affumes.a 
different afpect, although its decorations are {till 
the fame. All the land, which we have hitherto 
traver{ed, belongs to captain Williamfon, who 
is’ very generally beloved and efteemed. 

At length, about .night-fall, we arrived at 


, Friend{mill, after-a-very tedious journey, which, 


on account of the fondnefs of one of our. com- 
panions for his bed, we did not begin till late. in 
the day, and which was afterwards delayed by 

the 
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tHe fall of another ; this laft accident, however, 


was not attended with any difaftrous confequence. 
The inn; which contamed but two rooms, we 
ound already full; fome perfons, who intended 


to buy land near the Great Sodus, and Captain 


Williamfon’s agent, who was to fell it to them, 
nad taken poffeflion of it a little before 
rival. After an American fupper, con 


OUF. ar 


a O 


fting of 
coffee and borled aa we all laydown to reff in 
the fame room. ‘There were only ftvo beds for 
ven perfons ; in confequence, thefe two beds were 
occupied by four of us, and the others lay down 
fyetheir clothes upon ftraw, Which, though I 
enjoyed here the privilege of fharing in one-of 
the beds, appears to me the beit method of tak- 

ine repofe, when you cannot have a bed to 


yourfelf. 


Satu urday, the Oth of J 117 


Friendfmill is a. place, confifting of {everal 
houfes, which takes its name from its being fet- 
tled or founded by the Friends or Quakers. It 
lies in the center of the diftrict, which 1s called 
the Friends fettlement. 

One JEMIMA WILKINSON, a Quaker, and a 
native of Rhode Iiland, manifefted fo fervent: a 
zeal in her religion, that at the age of twenty 


fhe 
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fhe was admitted to all the meetings of the fo- 
ciety, which were held weekly, monthly, and 
quarterly, for fettling the general concerns and 
watching over the conduct of the brethren. She 
at length fancied, that fhe was called to a& fome 
great and extraordinary part, and in this perfua- 
fion formed the project of becoming the leader of 
a fect, In the courfe of a long and dangerous 
illnefs, fhe was fuddenly feized, or gave it out 
that fhe was feized with a lethargy, fo that to 
her friends fhe appeared as really dead. She con- 
tinued, feveral hours, in this fituation ; and pre- 
parations were “actually making for her inter- 
ment, when fhe fuddenly ftarted up, called for 
her cloaths, declaring “ that the had rifen from 
the dead, and that fhe had caft off all her mate- 
rial fubftance, and retained only the fpiritual.” 
She went, accordingly, to the next meeting, as. 
if with the authority of fome celeftial being, 
{poke there as one infpired, and gained fome fol- 
lowers. She, ere long, exprefied her difpleafure 
at fome religious obfervances of the Quakers; 


and was, on this account, reprimanded by the 


meeting; which appears to have been preécifely 
the thing fhe wifhed for and expected. In the 
opinion of others, {he met with this reproof, be- 
cauté at the beginning of the revolutionary war, 


fhe 
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fhe had been much attached to the Tories, and 
favoured the Englifh party by declaiming againft 
the war, according to the principles of the doc- 
trine fhe profefled. She continued preaching and 
proceeding in this manner, till fhe was excluded 
from the meetings, which indecd all along ap- 
peared to be her particular with. Being now 
a perfecuted perfon, at leaft by her own account, 
fhe began to gain fome partizans. She preached 
publicly on the neceflity of the abolition of all 


‘meetings convened to centure, of a reform of the 


church-eftablifhment, of granting to the Friends 
univerfal liberty to preach, what they pleafed, 
without firft afking leave to do fo, Sc. She 
{oon made fome profelytes, and at the fame time 
drew on herfelf the difpleafure of all, who ad- 
hered to the old forms of the religion. of the 
Quakers. She experienced, therefore, a very un- 
favourable reception for herfelf and her doctrines, 
both in Philadelphia and New York. Wherever 
fhe came, every Quaker turned away from her 
with abhorrence, as the enemy of his religion ; 
and all ‘other perfons deemed her a fool or an 
enthufiaft. This difpofition of the public fhe 
again called a perfecution, it being favourable to 
her ultimate views. The number of: her fol- 
lowers was now daily increafing; and as fhe 

confidently 





204, PRAVELS THROUGH 


confidently trufted it would become {till more 
confiderable, fhe thought they might perhaps be 
willing to follow her. Ac ordingly fhe propofed 
to a number of them; to flee from’ thefe regions | 
of intolerance, and to fettle ina place where they 
might ‘worfhip-God undiiturbed, and free from 
that bitter fpirit of perfecution, which men had 
introduced in oppotition to the divine will. 

Soon’ after the country about Lake Seneca 
and Crooked Lake was fixed upon as the place 
of their fettlement.’» The company of New 
York, which had purchafed this land from the 
Indians; entered into a treaty forthe fale of it 
with thefe reformed Quakers. They were pro- 
mifed three tracts of land, containing each fix 
thoufand {quare acres, which were to form three 
diftricts, and to which Jemima inftantly gave 
the name of Jerufalem. Thirty families removed 
hither with her; but the had confidently expe@- 
ed three or four hundred more, of whom, how- 
cver, not above twenty at laft arrived. This 
focicty foon’{pread over the three diftricts, which 
it was to occupy; but was not fufficiently nu- 
merous to replenith the fourth part of each. The 
enchantment, however, had already been. broken 
by Jemima’s abfence, and with it had alfo vanith- 


ed their zeal for peopling this new land of promife. 


We 
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We faw Jemima, and attended her meeting, 
which is held in -her own houfe. .We found 
there about thirty perfons, men, women, and 
children. Jemima ftood at the door of her bed- 
chamber on a carpet, with.an arm-chair behind 
her. She had on a white morning gown,..and 
waiftcoat, fuch as men wear, and a petticoat of 
the fame colour. Her black hair was:cut fhort, 
carefully combed, and divided behind,into three 
ringlets - fhe wore a ftock, anda white filk cra- 
vat, which was tied about her neck with affect- 
ed negligence. In point of-delivery, fhe preach- 
ed with more eafe, than any other Quaker, I 
have yet heard; but the fubject matter of her dif- 
courfe was an eternal repetition of the fame.to+ 
pics, death, fin, and repentance. She 1s-faid to 
be about forty years of ,age, but fhe did not ap- 
pear to be more than thirty: She is of middle 
{tature, well made, of a florid countenance, and 
has fine teeth, and beautiful eyes. Her action is 
{tudied ; fhe aims at fimplicity, but there is fome- 
what of pedantic in her manner. In her cham- 
ber we found her friend, Racuet MILLER, a 
young woman of about twenty-eight.or thirty 
years of age, her follower and admirer, who is 
entirely devoted to her. All the land which Je- 
mima poflefles is purchafed in the name of Rachel 


Miller, 
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Miller, an advantage which fhe owes to her in- 
fluence over her adherents, arid to her dexterity 


in captivating their affections. 

Jemima, or the Friend (as the is called by way 
of eminence) inculcates, as her leading tenet, 
poverty, and refignation of all earthly pofleffions. 
If you talk to her of her houfe, fhe always calls 
it “the houfe, which I inhabit.””. This houfe, 
however, though built only of the trunks of trées, 
isextremely pretty and commodious. Her room 
is exquifitely neat ; and refembles more the bo- | 
doir of a fine lady, than the cell of a nun. It ; 
contains a looking-glafs, a clock, an arm-chair, a 
good bed, a warming-pan, and a filver faucer. 
Her garden is kept in good order; her fpring- 
houfe * is full of milk, cheefe, butter, butcher’s- 
meat, and game. Her hypocrify may be traced 
in all her difcourfes, actions, and conduct, and 
even in the very manner in which fhe manages 
her countenance. She feldom fpeaks, without 
quoting the Bible, or introducing a ferious fen- 
tence about’death, and the neceffity of making 
our peace with God. Whatever does not belong 
to her own fect is with her an object of diftafte 


* Thefe are fmall offices or detached houfes in America, 
in which butter, milk, and frefh meat are generally kept. 
they are called /pring-houfes, becaufe a ftveam of frefh 


water is always running through them. 
and 
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and ftedfaft ayerfion. She fows diffention in fa- 


milies, to deprive the lawful heir of his right of 
inheritance, in order to appropriate it to herfelf; 
and all this fhe does under the name’ and by 
the agency of her companion, who receives all 
the prefents brought by the faithful, and pre- 
ferves them for her reverend friend, who, being 
wholly abforbed in her communion with Chritt, 
whofe prophetefs fhe is, would abfolutely forget 
the fupply of her bodily wants, if fhe were not 
well taken care of. The number of her-votaries 
has, of late, much decreafed. Many of the fa- 
muilies,; who: followed Her to Jerufalem, are ne 
lenger the dupes of her felf-interefted policy. 
Some ftill keep up the outward appearance of at- 
tachment to her; “while others have openly dii- 
claimed their -confiexion with Jemima. Such 
however as {till continue her adherents, appear to 
be entirely devoted to her. With thefe the paffes 
for a prophetefs, an indefcribable being; the is 
not Jemima Wilkinfon, but a f{pirit of a peculiar 
name, which remains a profound fecret to.all, 
who are not true believers: fhe is the Friend, the 
Allfriend. Six or feven girls of different ages, 
but all young and handfome, wait upon her, with 
furprifing emulation, to enjoy the peculiar fatis- 
faction of being permitted to approach this celef= 

‘tial 
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tail being. H er fi elds} and her garden, are plough~; 


ed and dug by the’ Friends, who neglect. their 
own bufine{s,. to take care of her's; and:the Aj- 
friend is fo condefcending, as not to refufe their 
fervices ;-fhe comforts them -with a. kind word 
now and:then, makes enquinies after and provides 
for their - health and welfare, and~has the art of 
effectual] 
perhaps 


ly captivating their affections, the» more 
becaufe:fhe knows h how to keep her vo- 
tariesatia re{pecttul diftance, 

When the fervice was over, Jemima invited us 
to dinner: . The hope of watching:her-more nar- 


rowly induced us to accept the invitation ; but 


we did not then’ know, that it forms. a part of. 


the character. fhe acts, never to eat with any one. 
She foon left us; and locking herfelf up with 
her female friend, fat down, without-other com- 
pany, ‘to: an excellent dinner; we did not get 
ours, till after fhe had dined. "When our dinner 
was over; and alfo another, which was ferved up 
after ours, the fanctuary opened again. And now 
Jemima appeared once more at the door of her 
room, and converfed with us, feated.in an arm- 
chair. When ftrangers are with her, fhe never 
-comes*over the threfhold of her bed-room; and 
when by herfelf; fhe is conftantly engaged in 
deliberation how-to improve the. demefne of her 

friend. 
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friend. The houfe was, this day, very full. Our 
company confifted of exactly ten perfons; after 
us dined another company of the fame number; 
and as many dined in the kitchen. Our plates, 
as well as the table-linen, were perfectly clean 
and neat; our repaft, although frugal, was yet 
better in quality than any, of which we had par- 
taken, fince our departure from Philadelphia; it 
confifted of good frefh meat, with pudding, an 
excellent fallad, and a beverage of a peculiar yet 
charming flavour, with which we were plenti- 
fully fupplied out of Jemima’s apartment, where 
it was prepared. The devout guefts obferved, all 
this while, a profound filence; they either caft 
down their eyes, or lifted them up to heayen 
with a rapturous figh; to me they appeared, not 
unlike a party of the faithful, in the primitive 
ages, dining in a church. 

The All-friend had by this time exchanged 
her former drefs for that of a fine Indian lady, 
which, however, was cut out in the fame fafhion 
as the former. Her hair and eye-brows had again 
been combed. She did not utter a fyllable re- 
{pecting our dinner; nor did fhe offer to make 
any apology for her abfence. Conftantly engaged 
in perfonating the part fhe has affumed, fhe de- 
{canted in a fanétimonious,; myftic tone, on death, 

Yor. I. P and 
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and on the happinefs of having been an ufefal in- 
{trument to others in the way of their falvation. 
She afterwards gave us a rhapfody of prophecies 
to read, afcribed to one Dr. Love, who was 
beheaded 1n CROMWELL’s time; wherein fhe 
clearly difcerned, according to her accounts, the 
French Revolution, the decline and downfall of 
Popery, and the impending end of the world. 


Finding, however, that this conyerfation was but” 


ill adapted to engage our attention, fhe cut fhort 
her harangue at once. We had indeed already 
feen more than enough, to eftimate the character 
of this bad aétrefs, whofe pretended fandtity only 
mfpired us with contempt and difguft, and who 
is altogether mcapable of impofing upon any per- 
fon of common underftanding, unlefs thofe of 


the moft fimple minds, or downright enthufiafts. 


Her f{peeches are fo ftrongly contradicted by the 
tenor of her actions; her whole conduét, her 
expence, compared with that of other families, 
within a circumference of fifty miles, her way of 
living, and her drefs, form fuch a ftriking con- 
traft with her harangues on the fubjeét of con- 
temning earthly enjoyments; and the extreme 
affiduity, with which ‘the is continually endea- 
vouring to induce children, over whom fhe has 
any influence, to leave their parents, and form a 
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part of her community; all thofe particulars fo 
{trongly militate again{t the doctrine of peace and 
univerfal love, which fhe is inceffantly preaching, 
that we were actually ftruck with abhorrence of 
her duplicity and hypocrify, as foon as the firft 
emotions of our curiofity fubfided. 

Her fraudulent conduct, indeed, has been difco> 
vered by fo many perfons, and fo much has been 
faid-againft it, that it is difficult to account for 
her having had any adherents.at all, even for‘a 


fhort time. And yet fhe will: probably retain a 


fufficient number, to encreafe ftill further her 
fortune, which ‘is already confiderable for the 
country in which fhe refides, and fully adequate 
to the only end which fhe now feems anxious to 
attain; namely, to live independent, in a de- 
cent, plentiful, and even elegant manner. There 
are fo many weak-muinded religionifts, and Je- 
mima is fo particularly careful to felect her difei- 
ples among perfons who are either very old or 
very young, that her impofture, however grofs 
and palpable to the difcerning, may yet be car- 
ried on for fome time with fuccefs, fufficient to 
anfwer her ultimate purpofe. If her credit fhould 


fink too low, fhe would find herfelf conftrained 


to tranfplant her holinefs to fome other region; 
and, in fact, fhe had, laft year, harboured the 
ae defign 
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defign of removing her family and eftablifhment, 
and of fettling in Carlton Ifland, on the Lake of 
Ontario, where fhe would enjoy the fatisfaction 
of living under the Englifh Government, which, 
by her account, has proffered her a grant of land. 
If we may believe common rumour, fhe dif- 
fuades the young women generally from marry- 
ing. In regard to thofe about her, this advice 
originates from motives of perfonal intereft. I 
have little doubt, but that the pious devotion of 
thefe girls is fervent enough, to fubmit to all the 
caprices of the Aill-friend (which in their belief 
ate infpirations).. Another report is alfo handed 
about, that fhe has met:with a male being, 
whom fhe fancies fufficiently purified, to unite 
occafionally. with her own exalted fociety and 
converfe. -On this head. a ftory prevails, which, 
theugh fomewhat ludicrous, may yet properly 
find a place in a work of the graveft complexion, 
efpecially as it affords an additional proof of the 
endlefs multiplicity of pious deceptions. 
‘Among other votaries of Jemima was one 
‘Sguire PARKER, who {ettled in her neighbour- 
hood, and till refides near Friendfmill. Though 
a jolly fellow, ever gay and jocund, he efpoufed 
very zealoufly. the caufe and intereft-of the pro- 
phetefs., This Parker, who was conftantly in 
Jemima’s 


\ 
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om Jemima’'s retinue, gave himfelf out to be the Pror 
phet Elijah, and very rightly conceived, that; by- 
affuming a peculiar drefs, he fhould give:a more 
impofing character to his impoftures.-’ He wore 
accordingly a white gown with large fleeves, and 
i a girdle ; in fhort, whatever he fancied might 
belong to the coftume of the ancient prophets. : 
This was the being, who was honoured with the: 
i high privilege of living with the A//-friend on 
terms of the greateft intimacy. One evening 
i the ‘Squire, during a colloquy, inftituted by the 
divine and holy friend for the edification of her 
flock, {tole into the celeftial bed, which hap- 
pened to be already occupied by a young girl of 
only fourteen. This girl, who had frequently 
heard the Ail-friend fay, that the Meffiah fome- 
_times appeared to her in her bed under different 
forms, and that fhe then converfed with him, 
Le fancied herfelf chofen by heaven to enjoy the fe- 
licity of being a witnefs of one of thefe appari- 
tions, and retired pioufly to the edge of the bec, 
‘where with awful refpect and in profound filence 
fhe iiftened to the repeated raptures, with which 
ie the pretended Meffiah blefled the Ai/-friend. The 


ad Be 
10 next morning the poor girl could not refrain from 


ne indulging her vanity byacquainting all her friends, 
ie that in the bed of her friend the had feen Chritt, 
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but who greatly refembled, the faid, the Prophet 
Elijah. Her ‘curious and enraptured friends en- 
quired into all the: particulars of this apparition, 
of which fhe:gave the moft fatisfactory and cir- 
cumftantial account in her power. It will hardly 
be doubted, that this religious trick not. a little 
ftrengthened: the credulity of the female friends 
in the. All-friend, and infpired Jemima with aflu- 
rance, frequently to enjoy fimilar apparitions, 

A juftice of the peace in the country, {peaking 
of Jemima, affured us alfo, that one of the girls, 
who lived with her, has judicially depofed, that, 
one day, fhe heard the cry of a new-born infant, 
which Jemima’'s negro-woman, as is conjectured, 
was in the act of {mothering between two mat- 
trefles. That this depofition exifts is undeniable; 
‘but the fact itfelf.1s fo atrocious, that it. would 
feem incredible with refpect to any other perfon 
except a prophetefs. . Whether this child were 
the refult of a flip of one of the maids of honour, 
or the fruit of her own intercourfe with the ap- 
paritions, isnot known. If, from the little re- 
gard that has been paid to this ftory, its vera- 
city fhould appear doubtful, let it be obferved, 
that in this new country juftice is but feldom 
duly adminiftered ; that, often, it is difficult to 
obtain it at all; and that no one deems himéelf 
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interefted in fabftantiating the truth of the depo- 
{ition, which, after all, it would be no eafy mat- 
ter to do. Dervifes, pontiffs, and priefts of moft 
religious perfuafions throughout the world, fuch 
at leaft as would render religion fubfervient to 
worldly purpofes, are either impottors or enthu- 
fiatts. Alas! alas! much the greater number, J 
fear, belong with Jemima to the former clafs! 
The firft fettlers, who thoughtlefsly followed 
their divinity to this place, not being able to pur- 
chafe the lands, which compofed the three dif- 
tricts, the remainder has been reftored to the 
company, who have again difpofed of it, and are 
ftill felling it to all, who are defirous of becom- 
ing fettlers. Accordingly, numbers of Methoditts, 
Anabaptifts, and members of the Church of Eng- 
land, are now to be feen here; yet the colony 
retains its original name of Ie Friends Settle- 
ment. Two meetings have been built here-for 
the Quakers ; one for the Methodifts, and one 
for the Anabaptifls. The foil in thefe parts ap- 
pears to be of prime quality. The land, occu- 
pied by families of Quakers, amounts to about 
five hundred acres, more or lefs cleared, which 
produce excellent crops. 
The eftate, which we viewed with moft atten- 
tion, is that of Benenicr Rosinson, fituate 
P 4 between 
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between Lake Seneca and Friendfmill. This 
Robinfon is one of the Quakers, who arrived here 
in the retinue of the All-friend, being then one 
of her moft zealous difciples. He now fpeaks on 
this fubject with evident embarraffment, in terms 
which ftill evince his attachment, yet without 
enthuiiafm, and without extolling her or placing 
implicit confidence in her divine miffion and orae 
cular effufions. In {fhott, he exprefies himfelf 
in a manner, which fufficiently indicates, that 
he has been impofed upon by her in a higher de- 
gree, than he is willing to acknowledge. Know- 
ing that he {till profefled an attachment to her, 
and perceiving the embarraffment with whiclrhe 
delivered himfelf on this fubject, we thought 
proper to difcontinue our enquiries. This Bene- 
dict Robinfon is a fenfible, mild, and well be- 
haved man; he refides on an eftate of five hun- 
dred acres, about one hundred and fifty of which 
are Cleared. Eighty have been laid out as mea- 
dows, and on thefe are fown timothy-grafs, and 
white clover, He purchafed his demefne from 
the New York company for five fhillings an acre, 
and it is now worth, at leaft, three or four dol- 
Jars. His prefent {tock amounts to about thirty- 
five head of cattle; but he intends to rear more, 
and to make this the chief branch of his farming 
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bufinefs, on a plan which appears well adapted 
to the nature of the ground. Mr. Robinfon, who 
has refided here only three years, has not yet been 
able to acquire any important information on the 
different departments of agriculture, and on the 
productions beft adapted to the foil; and befides 
he appears to labour under prejudices, which he 
entertains in common with the great majority 
of American farmers. He does not plough his 
land, but contents himfelf -with breaking it up 
with a harrow of iron teeth, which tears up the 
ground about four inches deep. After this fimple 
operation, he fows his wheat, yet never until he 
has reaped two crops of potatoes or oats from 
the land, on which the wheat 1s fown. The foil 
is fo ftrong, that, if rye were fown immediately 
after clearing the ground, the ears would run,up 
fo high, and grow fo heavy, that they would. fall 


- on one fide, and be damaged by rotting. This 


fact, as he affured us, is evident from the general 
experience of the other farmers of this diftri@. 
Wheat, -fown after the firt harrowing, produces 
from twenty to twenty-five bufhels, and Indian 
corn about fixty bufhels. Wheat is fown for 
feveral years fucceffively, after harrowing, with- 
out the leaft affiftance from the plough, and the 
crops continue conftantly the fame. Several fare 
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mers, who have fown wheat in this manner for 
thefe laft fix years, have {till obtained good crops, 
Rye yields alfo from twenty to twenty-five buth- 
els, and oats thirty-five. But I muft once more 
obferve, that neither wheat nor rye is ever fown 
for the firft crop.’ Mr. Robinfon told us, that, in 
compliance with the with of a friend, he plough- 
ed half an acre, on which he fowed wheat, but 
that the other half, which was not ploughed, 
turned out more productive than the former. 
This aflertion, however, is fo contradictory to 
all theory, as well as to the univerfal experience 
of agriculturifts, who ufe the plough, that it 
feemed to ys very problematical, and founded 
on prejudice, rather than on mature reflection 
and obfervation. Mr. Robinfon is alfo of opinion, 
that barked trees, which are left ftanding on the 
cleared land, far from leflening the produce, 
rather increafe it, by fhading the land, and thus 
preventing the foil from being too rapidly pene- 
trated by the rays of the fun; the immediate 
conta of ~which having never experienced be- 
fore, it fhould be accuftomed to it by degrees, 
But this opinion is rather the offspring of preju- 
dice than found reafon ; and, according to a ge- 
neral pra¢tice obfervable in all countries and cli- 
mates, feems rather intended. to reconcile us to 
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the impoffibility of proceeding otherwife, than 
to eftablifh itfelf as a new agricultural truth, It 
cannot be denied, that the number of the fheaves, 
and compactnefs of the ears, which we meet 
with on lands, where two hundred barked trees 
have been left ftanding on an acre, is in itfelf 
really furprifing. But then thefe two hundred 
trees, reckoning only eighteen. {quare inches for 
each tree, muft engrofs a confiderable {pace, 
which might produce a proportionate quantity 
of grain. 

In this part of Geneffee the winter lafts from 
four to five months.’ The cattle are fed with 
hay and ftraw, but remain always in the open 
air, -Mr. Robinfon fed his cattle at firft in the 
ftall; but the experience of the laft two years 
has convincéd him, that they thrive better in 
the open air, where they alfo confume lefs fod- 
der: his cattle are, therefore, now fed in the 
farm-yard. The produce of the eftate confifts 
in grain, cheefe, and butter. The hay 1s moftly 
confiumed on the farm. The average produce 
is one tun and a half per acre, befide the grafs, 
which is confumed by the cattle as it grows. As 
the extent of his meadows fhall be gradually en- 
larged, he propofes to increafe his ftock, which 
he intends to make a principal article of his trade. 


The 
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The produce of his eftate is tranfported on the 
lakes, either to Canandaqua, Geneva, or Bath. 
Lait year he fold one thoufand pounds weight of 
cheefe, at the rate of a fhilling a pound. He 
keeps about forty fheep, and hopes to increafe 
his flock, without being apprehenfive of the 
volves, which, though very numerous in the fur- 
rounding foretts, do but little harm. His wool 
is fine, and fells for four fhillings a pound, without 
regard to its quality; for in this country, which 
is yet too young to poffefs manufaétories, every 
farmer manufactures, in his own family, all the 
cloth he wants: the fale of wool is therefore very 
iconfiderable ; a circumftance, which tends not 
a little to confirm the farmers in their prejudices 
againft rearing fheep.. Wheat fells here from fix” 
to feven fhillings, Indian corn four, and rye five 
fhillings per bufhel; the price of flour is two 
dollars and a half per hundred weight; falt beef 
ten pence per pound, and frefh beef from four 
pence to five pence. Hemp fells at one penny a 
pound; a pair of tolerably good oxen will fetch 
from fixty to feventy dollars, and a cow from 
twenty-five to thirty. Servants earn from five 
to fix fhillings wages a week. A few negroes €X=) 
cepted, maid-fervants do all the work about the 


farm as well as the houfe. - Day labourers, as in 
-  moft 
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moft other parts of America, are not eafily pro- 
cured; their pay 1s four fhillings a day, or from. 
nine to ten dollars a month. 

In the whole adjoining diftrict there is but one 
{chool, and that is kept by the Quakers, who, 
however, admit all children without diftinétion, 
on their paying four fhillings per quarter. None 
of the medical faculty have yet fettled here. :The 
fettlement, however, upon the whole, is advanc- 
ing to profperity with rapid ftrides. It is fur- 
rounded by the immenfe tract of land, which 
belongs to Captain Williamfon, and confequently 


enjoys all the advantages and improvements, 


which his extenfive -eftablifhment commands. 


Mr. Robinfon's eftate, which he purchafed from 
the company in New York, appears to be actually 
within the precinéts of Captain Williamfon’s de- 
mefne; as the latter, who bought his lands from 
the ftate of Maffachufetts, learned from the re- 
port of his furveyors, thatthe boundaries of New 
York lay farther out. Accordingly thefe boun- 
daries were marked out, and a line drawn, form- 
ing a triangle with the old line, the point of 
which touches the line of Pennfylvania, below 
the river Tioga, while the bafe, which {tretches 
along the Lake of Ontario, is from three to four 
miles in breadth ; this has enlarged Captain Wil- 

liamfon’s 
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liamfon’s demefne, which he holds from the ftate 
of Maflachufetts, one hundred and twenty thou- 
fand acres. Robinfon’s eftate lies within this 
new line. Under fome apprehenfion for the con- 
fequences, with which this change of property 
might be attended, he has not, at prefent, made 
all the improvements, which he had in view, 
He is affured, however, that he will be well ufed, 
and that the ftate of New York, equally weigh- 
ing the juftice of Captain Williamfon's claim, 
and the legality of pofleffion of the lands fince 
parcelled out to the fettlers, will indemmify the 
former by grants of an equal quantity of uncleared 
ground, and thus prevent the latter from being 
molefted in the quiet poffeffion of the lands, 
which they hold from the company in NewYork. 
Robinfon is now building a good wooden houfe, 
and he propofes to clear a great additional num- 
ber of acres. 

The expence of felling and barking the trees, 
and inclofing the ground, amounts, at prefent, to 
fix dollars per acre. ‘Two years ago it did not 
exceed four. The owner of the land provides 
the oxen neceffary for removing the largeft trunks. 

I muft not forget, however, to obferve, that 
according to an agrecment, concluded many 
years ago, between the ftates of New York and 


Maffachufetts, 
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~Maffachufetts, all the lands fold by and belonging 


to the latter, are to be fubjected to the territorial 
fupremacy of New York. 

The lands hereabouts are frequently vifited, as 
they were this year, by a fpecies of locufts, which 
fix chiefly on the trees, and deftroy. the leaves. 
They are fo extremely numerous, that every at- 
tempt to deftroy or remove them muft appa- 
rently prove fruitlefs. Flies likewife are very 
troublefome here, being found in fuch prodigious 
{warms, efpecially about noon, that the farmers 
are obliged to keep large fires burning near their 
houfes, where the cattle find thelter from thefe 


tormenting infects, until the cool of the evening, 


when the latter difappear, and retire into the 
woods. 

Lake Seneca is about two miles and a half 
diftant from Mr. Robinfon’s eftate. By the In- 
dians it was called Canada Saga. Its prefent — 
name is doubtlefs derived from the circumftance 
of its difcharging itfelf into the river Seneca, 
which, after being joined by fix or feven fmaller 
lakes; at length empties itfelf into the immenfe 
Lake of Ontario. It is remarkable, that all the 
other waters, even up to this degree of latitude, 
flow in a foutherly direction. Lake Seneca is 
about forty miles in length, by three, four, and 

five 
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five miles in breadth: It is faid to. abound in fifth 
of avery fine flavour, as do all the other American 
lakes, and yet fith is as fcarce here as in any other 
part. The inhabitants of the banks are fo few, 
and have fo much other bufinefs upon their 
hands, that they can feldom or ever find time to 
goafifhing. To render this branch of induftry 
flourifhing, the population and wealth of a coun- 
try muft have reached to a certain height, from 
which America, in its prefent ftate, feems far re- 
moved. In the towns every inhabitant is engaged 
in bufine(fs, either as a merchant or a tradefman; 
and in the country every planter and farmer either 
| keeps an inn or a ftore. All other occupations 
are, and will yet, for fome time, be out: of the 
queftion. 

The point, where we arrived at the banks of 
Lake Seneca, contains a fettlement of about three 
or four houfes, among which that of Mr. Nor- 
Ris is the moft confpicuows; it is a {mall, neat 
log-houfe, handfome in its appearance, and con- 
nected. with another, in which he keeps a ftore. 
It is no eafy matter to conceive why this perfon, 
who is poffeffed of an immenfe quantity of land 
on the oppofite bank of the Jake, fhould ered 
thefe two houfes here, on a {pot which does not 
belong to him, but which, according to a verbal 
promife 
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promife of the company at New York, which 
claimed the property of the ground, was to be 
fold to him, if he chofe to have it, a contra¢t 
which the company is now unable to fulfil; as 
by the late afcertainment of the boundaries, this 
{pot 1s included within the demefne of Captain 
Williamfon, of whom, for want of a written 
agreement, he has no right to demand an indem- 
nification. Yet Captain Williamfon will him- 
felf, no doubt, perform that promife, if it fhall 
appear to have been made actually and bona fide, 
Independently of the benevolent fentiments, 
which are generally afcribed to this gentleman, 
he poffeffes fufficient difcernment to perceive, 
that his intereft is greatly promoted by a juft 
conduét and ciyil demeanor. 

A pot and pearl-afh work forms no inconfi- 
derable part of this {mall fettlement. The na- 
vigation on the lake not only facilitates the home 
conveyance of the afhes, which are made on 
both banks of the lake, whenever the ground 1s 
cleared, but alfo the exportation of thofe articles 
to Geneva or Catherine’s Town; which places 
are fituate at the two extremities of the lake. 
By means of his ftore, Mr. Norris can procure 
his afhes at a very reafonable rate, as he pays 
for them in commodities, which he receives at 
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New York, and the carriage for which amounts 
to only three dollars per cent. Bie 
Our two travelling companions, who had latt 
year pafled over this part of our journey, intro- 
duced us on the fame day to Mr. Porter, 4 
ch land-owner, who pofleffes about twenty-five 
thoufand actes, and refides eight miles from 
Friend{mill. About one hundred and fifty aeres 
ef his eftaté are already reduced under tillage ; 
and he gave us nearly the (ame information, fe- 
ative to the ftate and agricultural productions 
of thefe parts; as Mr. Robinfon. Mr. Potter and 
his whole family were formerly among the feve- 
ral zealous adherents of Jemima, but his attach- 
ment is now converted into contempt, and even 
deteftation. He has not only renounced all com- 
munion with her, but, at the fame time, all the 
peculiar habits and tenets of the Quakers. He 
lives on his eftate in a more elegant and gen- 
tleman-like manner, than any other land-holder 
in this neighbourhood. e keeps feveral fer- 
yants, and rather fuperintends the management 
of his eftate by others, than attends actively to it 
himfelf. He poffeffes a good corn-mill, and a 
faw-mill, which are both worked for him, by a 
miller whom he employs. His corn-mull has yet 
ground folely for the public ; and, for this rea 
{on, 
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fon, it has only one courfe, although the quan- 
tity of water is fully fufficient to fupply two. 
He intends to add another courfe, as foon as the 
country fhall be fufficiently populous to keep it 
in employment. The faw-mill may alfo be en- 
larged, as occafion requires. The ufual price for 
the fawing of timber is either fix dollars in mo- 
ney for every thoufand fect, or half the boards 
cut. We were very civilly received by Mr. Po-- 
ter and his family, yet rather with exterior po- 
litenefs than true urbanity. Mr. Potter fpeats 
little, yet expreffes himf{elf on moft fubjects with 
great propriety, Whether from bafhtulnefs, or 
affectation, he has about him an air of referv2, 
which is not a little difagreeable to a travelle, 
and proves unfavourable to his defire of infore 
mation—the great motive which brought 1s 
hither. It muft, however, be admitted, that to 
anfwer the endlefs queftions of ftrangers mut, 
at beft, prove an irkfome tafk to a land-holder— 
a confeffion, which includes our moft grateful 
acknowledgments to thofe, who have been po 
lite enough to gratify our curiofity. 

The whole country abounds in fugar-mape 


trees *, and very confiderable quantities of this 


* Acer faccharinum, Lin. called by the Indians Oz- 
keta.—Zran/l. 
Q) 2 fueir 
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fugar are made here. The following 1s the fub- 
{tance of the information, which we were able to 


procure on this head: 

1. The medium produce of a tree, ftanding 
in the midft of a wood, is three pounds of fugar, 

2. The average produce of trees, ftanding on 
ground which has been cleared of all other wood, 
is from fix to feven pounds per tree. 

3. A barrel of the firft juice, which comes 
from the maple-tree, will yield feven pounds of 
fugar, if the tree ftand fingle, and four, if it {tand 
in the midft of other wood. This fugar 1s fold 
at one fhilling per pound. 

4. A barrel of the fecond juice will yield three 
gallons and a half of treacle. 

5, Four or five barrels of the third juice will 
yield one barrel of a good and pleafant vinegar. 

6.- The vinegar is found to be better, in pro- 
portion as it is more concentrated. This is the 
cafe with Robinfon’s vinegar, who, from ten bar- 
rels of the third juice, brews but. one barrel of 
vinegar. 

+. To clarify the vinegar, it muft be boiled 
with leaven. 

8. The third juice, which 1s not ufed for vine- 
gar, yields cyder of an excellent flavour, when 
mixed with an equal quantity of water. | 


9. The 
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9. The longer the firft juice is boiled, the bet- 
ter and finer the fugar will become. 

10. In order that the trees may continue pro 
ductive, they require to be tapped with extraor- 
dinary care; 1.¢. the fiffures muft -be neither 
too deep, nor too wide, fo that no water may fet- 
tle in them, after the juice is extracted, and that 
the wood may clofe again in the fpace of a 
twelve-month. 

11. During the time the juice is flowing out; 
which lafts about fix weeks, and generally be- 
gins on the 1ft of February, all the days on 
which it freezes or rains are loft, fo that the 
number of days on which the bufinefs can be 
purfued to advantage is frequently, from thefe 
circumftances, much diminithed. 

12. Maple fugar, however, is already obtained 
in fufficient quantities, to form a re{pectable are 
ticle of trade, as during the above time two per- 
fons can frequently make from five to fix hun- 
dred pounds. of it, and this quantity will be in- 
creafed in proportion to the number of work- 
men employed. As the maple-tree, wherever 
it grows, multiplies with aftonifhing rapidity, 
we found, almoft every where on our journey, 
no want of excellent fugar. At Robinfon’s it 
was better and finer than we had met with any 

Q 3 where 
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where elfe ; although in general it is not fo white 
here as at Afylum, where Mefirs. de VILLAINE 
and D’ANpLAv refine it with the yolks of eggs, 
At honeift Robinfon’s we alfo partook of an ex- 
cellent “gueur, or dram, which he called cherry- 
rum, and which confifts of the juice of wild 
cherries, mixed up with a {mall quantity of rum. 
We learned, on this occafion,. that the cherry- 
tree never produces fruit in a foreft, but only 
when it f{tands fingle; from which it fhould feem, 
that the neighbouring trees injure and impede its 
vegetation. - We were indebted chiefly to Mr. - 
Robinfon for the information we obtained on this 
fubject, but the truth of it was c equally confirmed 
from other quarters. 


t 


Our rambles in this n .eizhbourhood led ‘us, at 
length, to Friend{mill, where we found Captain 
Williamfon. ‘The refolution of making this ad- 
ditional excurfion, in lieu of waiting for him at 
Bath, fecmed the moft proper we could adopt. 
I think it right here to take fome notice of our 
worthy landlady at Friendfmill. . She is a young 
woman, born and married at New York, whom 
the {peculating propenfity of her hufband has 
brought into this country to keep an inn. She 
prrived here about two months ago; the elegance. 
~ of her manners, and the propriety of her con- 


duct 
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du&, diftinguith her very advantageoufly, even 
from many American ladies, who move ina 
higher, {phere than that of inn-keepers. -Her 
hufband, engaged in his fpeculations, has been 
abfent almoft.all the time fince her arrival here. 
This young and..clegant perion, highly amiable 
in every point of view, derives. additional charms 
from her delicate ftate of health, which feems 
to'indicate, that fhe was not defigned by nature 
for the drudgery of an inn-keeper's wife in Ame- 
rica. She is, moreover, without.the affiftance 
of any fervant, and is, confequently, ebliged to 
perform every menial work herfelf in her new 
fituation; and this fhe does with a degree of in- 
duftry, and a mien fo noble and graceful, as at 
once to command our fympathy, refpect, and 
love. We found ourfelves interefted in her, fhe 
attra¢ted all our efteem, and gained our warmeit 
admiration. On our departure we teftified our 
wifh that her hufband might foon return, and 
bring with him the fervants fhe ftands fo much 
in need of; and, without whofe affiftance her 
health would be irretrievably injured, by the in- 
ceflant toils requifite in her prefent fituation. 
On the whole, we obferved, that the women are 
handfomer here than in any other parts of the 
Continent we have hitherto traverfed. 

Q4 Monday, 
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Monday, the 8th of June. 


Our friend Blacons, who had not yet com- 
pletely recovered from his fall, and was appre- 
henfive of a fimilar accident on our way back, 
propofed to wait for us in Canandaqua, in order 
to avoid the fatigue of travelling eighty miles 
with us in a difficult country. We fhould value 
our friends not for the pleafure they afford us, but 
on their own account. This truifm, which in 
general is confidered as mere theory, was here 
reduced by us to practice. We felt and teftified 
our regret at parting with Blacons, but left this 
matter to his own option; fearful, only, that 
he fhould mifs his way, though fhort and plain 
enough. He would not have taken this refo- 
lution, probably, could he have forefeen that 
M. Dupetitthouars and myfelf, muiffing our way 
at the very outfet, would be neceffitated to ftrike 
into the upper road, which is very good, and thus 
avoid the impediments, which occafioned his fall, 
and juftified his apprehenfions, 

On our way back to Bath we met with no- 
thing remarkable, except an Indian intoxicated 
with whifky, and who demanded of us more of 
that liquor. He belonged to a troop, which was 
hunting in the foreft, and had his child with 
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him, though no Indian habitation was to be 
found within the fpace-of two or three hundred 
miles. Nothing, however, 1s more common 
than thefe hunting-rambles, even at fuch a great 
diftance from all habitations. The produce of 
the chafe they fell to any inhabitants they meet 
for a dollar or a bottle of whifky, and behave, 
on moft occafions, in avery. orderly manner. 
Few or no complaints are made of them ; a cir- 
cumftance the more eafily accounted for, as an 
intoxicated perfon is here by no means an ‘un- 
common appearance, 


Wednefday, the 10th of June. 


At Bath we were led by a train of reflections 
to obferve how much the fuccefs of a fettle- 
ment depends on the activity, judicious manage- 
ment, inceffant application, and fteady profecu- 
tion of a well-concerted plan ; fuccefs, indeed, 
muft neceffarily crown not only this fort of ‘un- 
dertaking, but all others, when thus planned and 
executed. Whether Captain Williamfon be the 
fole proprietor of the lands in Geneflee, or co- 
owner thereof; or, which appears to me the 
moft probable, is merely the agent of the weal- 
thy Sir Wittiam Puttreney of London, the 
real poffeffor of thefe lands, all things relative to 
the fettlement of them are tranfaéted in the 

Captain's 
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Captain's name, he-being confidered as the. folé 
creator, director; and main fpring, of every ag 
of purchafe ‘and fale which is-made or negoct 
ated. 

The land in Geneffee, or rather that -part: of 
it which belongs to the State of Maffachufetts, 
and was not: then fold, was, in 1791, pur 
chafed in Tondon of Mr. Morris for one thilling 
peracre; he had bought it-of Mr.Puewps for 
five-pence per acre. ‘The contract “was con- 
cluded ‘on the fuppofition, that this tract of land 
contained a million of acres ; and on condition, 
that the fifty thoufand pounds fterling, which 
were to be paid immediately, fhould be returned 
by Mr. Morris, provided that Captain Willam- 
fon, who was to view the lands, fhould not find 
them anfwerable to the defcription given by the 
vender. Captain Williamfon was highly fatis- 
fied with the lands;-and, of courfe, the agree- 
ment was definitively fettled. . It reflects no lit- 
tle credit on Mr. Morris, that, when on fur- 
veying the lands a furplus of one hundred and 
twenty thoufand acres was difcovered, he made 
no difficulty in transferring them, together with 
the reft, to Captain Williamion, without the 
leaft remuneration, becaufe, as. he. obferyed, it 
had been his intention bona fide to fell the whole 
without any referyation whatever... But for this 

generous 
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generous mode of proceeding, the difcovery of 


fach a confiderable furplus*might have furnifhed 
ample matter for litigation: It 1s? much to be 
withed, that fo ‘difinterefted and liberal “a <cha- 
racter may find means, to extricate himfelf from 
the difficulties, in which he is now involved. 
This diftri@ of Captain Williamfon's, bounded 
on one fide by Lake Ontario, and on the other by 
the river Geneflce, extends eighty miles in length 
by thirty or forty in breadth: Though this dif- | 
trict comprehends a quantity of land, which was 
{old antecedent to Captain Willamfon's con- 
tract, yet its continuity: is’ not thereby inter- 
rupted. Captain Williamfon has purchafed fome 
other land, which he has annexed to that bought 
of Mr. Morris, fo that he is now the proprretor 
of a tract confifting of not lefs than’ one million 
fve hundred thoufand acres. After having {pent 
{ix months in vifiting and furveying this exten- 
five diftri@, he at length came to a determina- 
tion; to found at once feveral large ef{tablifh- 
ments, rather than one capital colony. He - ac- 
cordingly fixed upon the moft eligible {pots for 
building’ towns, which were to fervé'as central 
points to his whole fyftem of ons nts ; thefe 
were, Bath, on the creek of Conhocton; Wil- » 
liamfburg, on the river Geneffee: dws at the 


extremity of Lake Seneca; and Great Soe on 
Lake 
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Lake Ontario. .He has divided his whole terrj- 
tory into fquares of fix miles, more or lefs, vary- 
ing a little accotding to local circumftances, 
Each of thefe fections is to form what he calls a 
diftrict. 

The captain very juftly obferved, that this 
excellent land, for it is in general of ‘the beft 
quality, would foon find purchafers, when its 
fertility fhould come to be properly known. He 
made it therefore his firft bufinefs, to eftablith a 
mode of communication between Philadelphia 
and this new tra¢t. Formerly perfons travelling 
to thefe parts were obliged to proceed hither by 
the way of Albany and New York ; which caufes 
a circuit of five hundred miles or more, that part 
of the road included which leads from North- 
umberland to Loyalfock, on the eaftern arm of 
the Sufquehannah. Captain Williamfon has 
fhortened this way by at leaft three hundred 
miles. The new road likewife, which leads 
from Bath by Painted Poft, is now continued 
as far as Williamfburg, while a by-road runs 
from Bath to Canandaqua, another from Bath to 
Geneya, and a third from Canandaqua to Great 
Sodus. In addition to thefe, feyeral others have 
been made, which, though yet not. much fre- 
quented, will in time become of great impor- 
tance. For the ufe of this vaft territory, tlie 
Captain 
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Captain has already erected ten mills, namely, 
three corn and feven faw-mills, together with a 
great number of houfes ; and he has begun, in 
feveral places, to clear the wood-lands. ‘The 
confiderable fums, which, being fufficiently mch 
for that purpofe, he was under the neceffity of 
adyancing, before he could fell an inch of ground, 
he juftly confiders as money laid out to the great- 
eft poffible advantage. 

He moreover put himfelf to the heavy expence 
of tranfporting eighty families hither from Gers 
many; which fhould have been feleéted from 
among the inhabitants of Saxony; but which 
his agent at Hamburgh chofe from among the 
crouds of foreigners, whom poverty, idlenefs, and 
neceffities of every kind, induce to refort to that 
mercantile city, with a view to emigration. 
Thefe families, which on their arrival here were 
placed on {mall farms, have not however cleared 
the land allotted to them. Being maintained 
from the firft out of Captain Willhamfon’s ftores, 
they did not fo much as work on the roads, 
which they were to finifh; and their leader, the 
very agent, who had {elected and brought them 
over, after having rioted for fome time in idle- 
nefs, drunkennefs, and debauchery, at length ran 
away, with the whole fet, to Canada; being 
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gainedover, if we may believe common fame, 


by: ‘the Englith. 

This finifter mncident, difcouraging as it was 
to the Captain, engaged in bufinefs of great ur- 
gency and importance, did not however deprefs 
his fpirits, or cool his-zeal. The foreign las 
bourers were inftantly replaced by Irithmen, 
with»awvery confiderable gain m point of the 
progreis of labour, as well as of faving in the 
article ofrexpence. ‘The roads, which had been 
only begun, were foon put into good condition; 
and the land, which at firft was fold at one 
dollar per acre, in two years time fold for three, 
The produce of about eight hundred thoufand 
acres, difpofed of in this manner by Captain Wil- 
liamfon; have not-only refunded the purchafe- 
money, and the whole amount of the other ex- 
penee incurred, but alfo, by his own confeffion, 
yielded a nett profit of fifty thoufand pounds 
fterling. 

This great and rapid accumulation of property 
he, undoubtedly, owes to the money he at firft 
advanced ; but befides the neceffity of this money 
being laid out with judgment and activity, “it 
was alfo requifite, that, im addition to his other 
means of forwarding improvement, he fhould 
‘be matter of fome'fubordinate advantages, with= 
out which, fo rapid a return of his firft difburfe- 
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ments was hardly to be expected.’ Captain-Wil- 
liamfon conftantly refides in, the very centre of 
his fettlements, which:cireumftance, alone, gives 
him a very fuperior advantage over all the. great 
landholders, private {peculators, and trading com- 
panies, who refide in towns; for thefe, being of- 
ten engaged in {tock-jobbing, which. holds out 
confiderable profit, nearer in profpect than what 
can be obtained from the fale of land, difcou- 
rage purchaters, either by fubjecting them to 
enormous travelling charges, or obliging them 
to carry on a tedious correfpondence, in the 
courfe of which they have frequently to wait a 
long time before they can get a definitive an{wer, 
if they.do: not incur confiderable unnecefiary ex- 
pence to expedite the bufinefs. 

Captain Williamfon, on the contrary, who 1s 
always to be found m the midft of his pofleffions, 
and is ever attentive to fee and anfwer thofe who 
have bufinefs with him, frequently concludes a 
contrat, and removes every difficulty, in the 
courfe of a few minutes converfation ; fo that 
the purchafer, when he comes to view the land, 
being extremely pleafed with the foil, the trifling 
purchafe-money, the fpeedy conclufion of the 
contraét, and the good reception he has experi- 
enced from the Captain; on his return home im- 
parts his fatisfaction to his whole neighbourhood, 

and 
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and generally brings along with his own family 
fome new fettlers, who alfo win over other pro- 
felytes in the like manner, and from the dame 
motives. 

2dly, Captain Williamfon’s land is free from 
all difpute or queftion concerning its right of 
occupancy. His claims being ftrictly legal, alk 
his land is properly afcertained and marked out, 
The purchafers can, therefore, with entire fecu- 
rity, extend at once, like Captain Wialliamfon, 
their operations over every part of their fettle- 
ment. ‘This is an important additional advyan- 
tage in the fale and purchafe of land, which 
ever is but too little attended to by thofe, who 
are engaged in fpeculations of this nature. 

3dly, His land, the price for an acre of which 
has gradually rifen from one dollar, to twelve fhil- 
lings, two dollars, and at laft to three dollars, 1S 
always fold with a provifo, that a number of 
acres be cleared, equal'to the number of families 
which fhall come to> fettle, within eighteen 
months. .This claufe is, however, only exacted 
from thofe, who purchafe a large quantity of 
land; they who buy fmall fhares~ of five hun- 
dred or a thoufand acres, are bound. only to 
procure one family. No contract is concluded 
without this claufe, which is of more import- 
ance, than at firft fight it appears to be; for 
every 
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every man, who poffeffes a piece of ground, the 
value of which is progreffively encreafing every 
year, will be folicitous not to forfeit the pof- 
feffion of it, and conduct himfelf accordingly. 
However, if he fhould fell again before the ex- 
piration of eighteen months, the new purchafer 
is rendered liable to the condition, and Captain 
Williamfon, who adheres to his original con- 
tract; and confiders the land as mortgaged for 
the execution of it, refumes the pofleffion of the 
fhares then fold, if the conditions of the fale be 
not fulfilled. . This rigorous meafure is not pur- 
fued in cafes, where known obftacles impede or 
protract the execution of the claufe: for the 
Captain is too fenfible, that it is his intereft to 
act uniformly in a mild, juft and condefcending 
manner. ‘The claufe however can always be 
enforced, and is actually enforced often enough, 
to {pur the indolence of fuch purchafers as 
need this incitement. It is, therefore, upon the 
whole, extremely well adapted to promote the 
fuccefs of his undertaking. For, in proportion 
to the quantity of land already rendered fit for 
cultivation, will doubtlefs be the price of that 
which yet remains unfold. 

Athly, The following are the Captain’s. terms 
of payment: to difcharge half the purchafe- 
money in three years after. the firft conclufion 
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of the contract, and the remainder at the expi- 
ration of. fix years. ‘The payment of intereft to 
commence from eighteen months after the period 
when the bargain 1s ftruck.. Thefe terms are 
remarkably advantageous to a purchafer ; for if 
he inftantly fet about clearing the ground, he 
may eafily obtain the produce thereof, before the 
intereft becomes due ; nay, his crops may fre- 
quently procure him fomewhat towards the pay- 
ment of the firft inftalment. “Such families, as 
are extremely poor, the Captain fupplies occafi- 
onally with a cow, an ox. or even a houfe to 
livein. - But this generofity he exercifes with 
great prudence. ana difcretion. He makes but 
few prefents of this nature, yet thefe are in fufh- 
cient number, to invite colonifts, by a well- 
founded reliance:on his general-charaGter for be- 
nevolence:; and hitherto none; but» German’ fa- 
mailres, have abufed his kindnefS.. Affiftance fo 
highly important can only be-afforded by land- 
holders, who refide perfonally on their demefnes. 
proprietor, who is abfent:from his eftate, or 
aditant commercial company, can only’act 
upon general principles, the application of which 
frequently leads to inconvenient expences, or has 
atendency even to deprive the country: of m- 
habitants, who alone can give it agricultural or 
political importance. 
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5thly, Captam Wiailliamfon never eftablifhes a 
fettlement, without having previoufly made fuch 
arrangements, as fhall fecure a regular fupply of 
provifion to the inhabitants. His own ftores, 
which however he does not feem to confider as 
his own, are never opened, unlefs it fhould hap- 
pen, that {ettlers, from want of prudence or pro= 
perty, are expofed to want. Were he to open 
them before, the induftry of the inhabitants 
would be quickly relaxed; which in all new {et- 
tlements it is highly neceflary to fofter and iti- 
mulate. He employs the fame means in fuch 
fettlements as are already formed; and this pre- 
caution, though not always neceflary, is never 
attended with any lofs or damage, becaufe im a 
new country of fuch vaft extent, the prime né- 
ceffaries of life are fure at all times to meet with 


a ready fale. 


Gthly, He encourages every new fettlement by 
taking himfelf a fhare in it. When five or fix 
new fettlers have formed the project of building 
their houfes together, he always adds one to 
them at his own expence, and which is much 
fuperior to theirs. This expence, which at firtt 
fight feems to carry with it an air of generofity, 
or perhaps affectation, is ‘in reality’ founded on 


the foundetft policy. The fhare, on which Wil- 


liamfon builds, generally acquires ten times its 
R2 former 
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former value. A purchafer or tenant foon ape 
pears ; and the different houfes and mills, which 
he has erected, have hitherto, without exception, 
produced twice or three times as much as they 
cott. | 

ythly, Once every year, at leaft, he makes it a 
point, to vifit each of his fettlements, and thus 
diffufes activity by his prefence. This infpection 
tends to promote the fale of the land, and to en- 
fure fecurity and eafe to the purchafer. In addi- 
tion to thefe prominent traits of his management, 
he employs all the various means, which the 
peculiarity of fituation or other circumftances 
may offer. Independently of the medical ftores, 
which he keeps in all the chief places of his fet- 
tlement, he encourages by premiums races, and 
all other games and paftimes of young people. 
He is attempting likewife to eftablith horfe- 
races, with a view to improve the breed of 
horfes, and keeps himfelf a fet of beautiful ftal- 
lions. Thefe horfes cover only the mares of pro- 
prietors, who muft hire them, from motives 
which muft be obvious to all who are converfant 
wn fubjects of this nature. 

Captain Williamfon has now nearly put the 
finifhing ftroke to his great undertaking, Next 
autumn he propofes to fail for England, and to 
return the following fpring with a choice affem- 
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blage of horfes, cattle, and fheep, of the beft - 
breeds he can obtain, and a colleG&tion of mo- 
dels of all implements of agriculture, the dimen- 
fions of which are fo nicely calculated, and fo 
well made in that great country, where all ufeful ) 
arts, and efpeciaily thofe which relate to agri= 
culture, have attained to an uncommon degree 
of perfection. _ Captain Williamfon will, there- 
fore, not only procure to his extenfive poffeffions 
{ingular advantages over thofe of other landhold- 
ers, but alfo become the benefactor of America 
at large, whofe agriculture he cannot fail to me- 
liorate, by offering to her view improvements, 
fanétioned by time and experience. 

What I have related on this head is not 
merely the refult of what we faw and heard from 
the Captain himfelf during our {tay at Bath, but 
it tallies correétly with the information we after- 
wards colle@ed at Geneffee. Captain William- 
{on is here univerfally refpected, honoured, and 
beloved. How glorious, in my efteem,>is his 
career! How fortunate and enviable his deftinas 
tion! How much more important than’ that of 
a diffipated courtier, or a mercenary {tock-job- 
ber! I too, not ina new country, but in France, 
where there is fuch an ample field for ufeful 
exertion, formed fimilar eftablifhments on my 
eftates, by which I diffufed aCtivity and induftry 
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all‘around me; I ftudied to enrich the country, 
and to render it induftrious and flourifhing. I 
hoped, and expected, to encreafe the felicity of 
my own fituation, by adding to the comforts of 
my poor neighbours. Undertakings, which had 
no object but the welfare of my country, were 
beginning to be crowned with all the defired 
faccefs, when I was fuddenly obliged to -relin- 
guifh that much loved country, to which I was 
rendering fo much fervice. »1 am now, alas! an 
exile; all my hopes have vanifhed like a fhadow, 
Solitarily I wander, without a country I can call 
my own: life, therefore, for me, is completely 
at an end. But no more of thefe reflections on 
what 1 was, and what I am: they are too pain- 
ful. 

To return to Captain Williamfon. The four 
days we remained here, we employed in vifiting 
the different fettlements in the neighbourhood 
of Bath. This place has been fixed upon, to 
be the chief town of a county. . The prefent 
county of Ontario, at the next fitting of the 
Legiflative Aflembly of New York, 1s to be di- 


vided into two parts, one of which 1s to retain 


its former name of Canandaqua, from the chief 
town fo called: and the other is to affume the 
name of the county of Bath, the chief place of 


which is to be the city of that name. 
Mr. 
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Mr. Williamfon: is, at prefent, building a 
{chool, in Bath. This he mtends to endow 
with fome hundred acres of ‘land, and to take 
upon himéfelt the maintenance of the maifter, un- 
til the money, paid for the inftruction of the chil- 
dren, fhall be fufficient for his fupport. For 
good reafons, the Captain has been for fome 
time paft enquiring after an able {chool-maitter, 
He is alfo building a feffions-houfe and a prifon, 
The prefent inn. was likewife built by him; but 
he afterwards difpofed of it at a confiderable pro- 
fit. He is now building another, chiefly to ex- 
cite proper emulation, and an Englifhman al- 
ready occupies a part of the unfinifhed building, 
which, in addition to other conveniences, 1s alfo 
to contain a ball-room. Near Bath} on the 
other fide of the Conhocton, he has erected a 
corn-mill, and two faw-mills; which works, 
from the. great quantity. of water at hand, are 
capable of confiderable enlargement. He is like- 
wife conftructing a bridge, for the purpofe of 
opening a free and uninterrupted communication 
with the country on the other fide ; it wil alfo 
prove of effential fervice to the road leading to 
Williamfburg, which runs along the foot of the 
mountains. Thefe mills, when finrfhed, ‘will not 
coft more than five thoufand dollars; and the 
Captain has already been offered for:them twelve 
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thoufand five hundred dollars, befides a fhare 
of one hundred acres of land. He alfo poffeffes 
fome {mall farms in the vicinity of Bath. A 
good hufbandman, who was his neighbour in 
Scotland, fuperintends thefe farms, which ap- 
pear to me to be better managed, and better 
ploughed, than any I have hitherto feen. - In all 
thefe fettlements, he has at leaft one eftate re- 
ferved for himfelf. The ftock on all of them is 
remarkably good, and he keeps them in his own 
pofleffion, until he can oblige fome of his friends 
with them, or handfome offers are made for 
them from other quarters. 

To the different fettlements already mentioned 
the Captain is now adding two others on Lake 
Ontario; one near Rondegut, on the river Ge- 
neflee ; and the other at Braddock, thirty miles 
farther inland. As there appeared fome danger 
of a war breaking out between America, and 
England, it is but very lately, that he carried this 
project into execution ; and for the fame reafon 
the works at Great Sodus have alfo been much 
delayed. Laft year General Simcoe, Governor 
of Upper Canada, who confidered the forts of 
Niagara and Ofwego, which the Englith have 
retained, in violation of the treaty, as Englifh 
property, together with the banks of Lake On- 
tario, fent an English officer to the Captain, with 
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an injunction, not to perfift in his defign of -for- 
ming thefe fettlements. The Captain returned 
a plain and fpirited anfwer, yet neverthelefs con- 
ducted himfelf with a prudence conformable to 
the circumftances. All thefe difficulties, how- 
ever, are now removed by the profpect of the 
continuance of peace, and {till more fo by the 
treaty newly concluded. It is aflerted, that the 
fituation of Great Sodus, on the coaft of this 
diftrict, promifes to afford fafe and convenient 
moorings for fhips, from the depth of the water, 
and that the poft may alfo be eafily fortified 
againft an enemy. On confulting the map, the 
great importance of fuch a harbour to the United 
States, will be readily difcerned, whether it be 
confidered as a port for fhips of war, or for mer- 
chantmen. . 

Hitherto I have fpoken of Captain Wailliam- 
fon‘merely in his public character, as founder 
of the moft extenfive fettlement, which has 
hitherto been formed in America. I fhall now 
follow him into private life, where his hofpi- 
tality and other focial qualities render him equally 
confpicuous and amiable : and here it is but do- 
ing him common juttice to fay, that in him are 
united all the civility, good nature, and cheerful- 
nefs, which a liberal education, united toa pro- 
per knowledge of the world, can impart. We 
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{pent four days at his houfe, from an_ early hour 
in the morning until late at night, without ever 
feeling ourfelves otherwife than at home. © Per- 
haps it is the faireft eulogium we can pafs on 
his free and eafy urbanity, to. fay, that all the 
time of our ftay he feemed as much at his eafe, 
as 1f we had not been prefent. He tranfacted all 
his: bufinefs in our prefence, and was actively 
employed the whole day long. We were pre- 
fent at his receiving perfons of different ranks 
and defcriptions, with whom the apartment he 
allots to bufinefs is generally crouded. He re- 
ceived them all with the fame civility, attention, 
cheerfulnefs, and good nature. ‘They come to 
him prepofiefled with a certain confidence in 
him, and they never leave him diffatisfied. _ He 
is at all times ready to converfe with any, who 
have bufinefs to tranfa&t with him. He will 
break off a converfation with, his friends, or even 
get up from dinner, for the fake of difpatching 
thofe, who with to {peak to him. From this 
conftant readinefs of receiving all who have bufi- 
nefs with him, fhould any conclude, that he is 
influenced by a thirft of gain, this furmife would 
be contradicted by the unanimous teftimony of 
all who have had dealings with him, thofe not 
excepted, who have bought land of him, which 
many of them have fold again with confiderable 

adyantage 








NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. 251 


advantage to themfelves. But were it even un- 
deniable, that money is his leading or fole object, 
it is highly defirable, that all, who are fwayed 
by the fame paffion, would gratify it in the fame 
jutt, honourable, and ufeful manner. 

The prices of all forts of provition, of cattle, 
and labour, in this diftri@, are exactly the fame 
as in the Friends’ Settlement, or, at leaft, fo: 
nearly the fame, that it is needlefs to mention 
the difference. . The price of carpenter's work 
is four pence a foot for hewn timber, and two 
dollars for ten fquare feet in boarding the fides of 


- buildings, or covering them ‘with fhingles. It 


fhould be obferved, however, that all forts of 
merchandize are much dearer in the fhops here 
than at Mrs. Hill’s, at Friendfmill. The price 
of commodities in thefe new fettlements. de- 
pends, it may be faid, entirely on the honour 
of the trader ; for he alone can fupply the wants 
of the inhabitants, and the Americans never 
offer lefs than the feller demands. ‘The prices 
of planks are higher at the Captain’s mill than 
any where elfe. Fie takes feven dollars per thou- 
fand for cutting them, and the mill, which is con- 
tinually at work, can cut fix thoufand in twenty- 
four hours time. He fells them at the rate of 
nine fhillings per hundred. Should he continue 
poffeffor of the mill for any length of time, it 18 
: his 
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his intention to lower the price. He obferved 
to us, that if he were to do fo at prefent, he 
fhould difcourage all the other inhabitants, who 
may have formed the defign of conttructing 
mulls, and that the prices will foon be brought 
down by competition. | 

We are affured, that the climate here is much 
more temperate, both in winter and fummer, 
than in Pennfylvania ; that the winter fldom or 
never lafts above four months; that the cattle, 
even in that feafon, graze in the foreft without 
inconvenience; and that no provifion of fodder 
iS requifite, during the winter, except for fuch 
cattle as are to be fattened. Neither does the 
{now ever lie fo deep as to cover all the herbs, 
which ferve for their pafture. 

Captain Williamfon has hitherto endeavoured, 
but in vain, to remove the objection of this dif- 
trict being rather unhealthy. In his opinion, the 
unhealthinefs afcribed to it is nothing but the na- 
tural effect of the climate upon new fettlers, and 
is confined to a few fits of fever, with which 
{trangers are ufually feized in the firft or fecond 
year after their arrival. It is certain, however, 
that the inhabitants all agree in this unfavour- 
able report of their climate ; notwithftanding 
which crouds of new fettlers refort every year to 
this diftic. Thus much, at leaft, we obferved, 
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that marfhes and. pieces of ftagnant water are 
thickly fpread over the face ofthe country ; but 
thefe will, no doubt, be drained, as population 
and cultivation fhall encreafe; this however is 
and will for fome time be unattempted; and 
moreover, the water for common drink is in 
moft places unpleafant and unwholefome. 

Though we flept at the inn, yet we {pent the 
whole day, from morning to night, at Mr. Wil- 
liamfon's, where we enjoyed more tranquillity 
than in the noify inn, which is no bigger than a 
{parrow s neft, and is always crouded with tra- 
vellers. One night twenty-five of us flept in 
two rooms, in fix beds, which rooms were, in 
fact, nothing but defpicable corn-lofts or garrets, 
pervious to the wind and rain. 

The habitation of the Captain confifts of fe- 
veral {mall houfes, formed of trunks of trees and 
jomet’s work, which at prefent make a very irre- 
gular whole, but which he intends foon to im- 
prove. His way of living is fimple, neat, and 
good; every day we had a joint of frefh meat, 
vegetables, and wine. We met with no cir- 
cumftances of pomp or luxury, but found eafe, 
good humour, and plenty. In the ufeful, yet 
comfortable, manner, in which the Captain lives, 
life may be fecurely enjoyed, without difturbing 
the enjoyments of others, 
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About twenty houfes compofe, as yet, the 
whole of the town of Bath. It 1s built on one 
of the bays, which the Conho¢ton forms in its 
courfe. The banks of this creek are bounded 
on the oppofite fide by pretty high mountains, 
which are chiefly covered with pines and hem- 
lock firs: 

Our firft intention was to have ftopped at 
Captain Williamfon’s only one day ; in complis 
ance with his with, however, we added another, 
and neceffity compelled us to ftay a third. When 
on the point of fetting out, I perceived that my 
horfe-was-lame; and though we were affured, 
that he might make the journey without the 
leaft inconvenience, yet Captain Williamfon 
obligingly infifted on our ftaying one day longer. 
We fhould not have hefitated a moment to com- 
ply with this invitation, but for the uneafinefs, 
which our delay might occafion to our friend 
Blacons.. Mr. Guillemard obviated this diffi- 
culty, by offering to proceed himfelf, and thus 
remove any anxiety of our friend. Mr. Dupetit- 
thouars and myfelf yielded, after this, with great 
pleafure, to the earneft and polite entreaties of 
the Captain. 

Mrs. Williamfon, whom we had not feen for 
the firft two days, made her appearance on the 
third at dinner. To judge from her deportment, 
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timidity, even to a degree of bafhfulnefs, had till 
then deprived us of her company. She is a na- 
tive of Bofton, and was married there to the 
Captain, who, in the conteft with Britain, had 
refided at Bofton as a prifoner of war; being car- 
ried thither by a privateer, who captured the 
fhip, on board of which he was a_paflenger, 
with a view to join his ‘regiment. Mrs. Wil- 
liamfon, it feems,. had followed her hufband to 
Scotland, and afterwards to Geneffee. She is yet. 
but a young woman, of a fair complexion, civil, 
though of few words, and mother of two lovely | 
children, one of whom, a girl three years old, is 
the fineft and handfomeft I ever faw. This our 
opinion we did not fail to report to her parents, 
which afforded them great fatisfaétion. 


friday, the 12th of June. 

Our horfes, as well as ourfelves, being com- 
pletely refrefhed and recovered, through the civi- 
lity of the Captain, we at length quitted his hof- 
pitable dwelling, and took our leave, with mu- 
tual promifes of epittolary correfpondence, and 
rendering each other every fervice in our power 
—hby which at leaft my travelling companion, 
Dupetitthouars, and myfelf, could furely be no 
lofers. 

After leaving Bath, we paffed through a {mall 
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ettlement, confifting of about four Englith fa- 
mulies, which arrived here from London only fix 
months ago. ‘They are chiefly fawyers, who had 
been ufed to work for the cabinet-makers1n that 
great metropolis. They now work for them- 
felves, and poffefs each an eftate ef about ninety 
acres. Thefe they have already begun to clear for 
cultivation, affifting each other with their cattle 
and labour. They cannot fail, in time, to make 
their fortunes; and in the mean while they en- 
joy that {tate of independence, which forms one 
of the beft bleffings of life, if accompanied with 
the means of fubfiftence. Their log-houfes have 
an appearance of cleanline({s, neatnefs, and order, 
which plainly befpeak thefe families to be Eng- 
lifh. To judge from the choice of their books, 
which form a part of their furniture, and from 
the converfation of fome of them, they appear to 
be Methodifts. Thefe new Eneglith fettlers have, 
this year, already made maple-fugar, and one of 
them the fineft I have yet feen, even that of 
Afylum not excepted. Two. of the wives. of 
thefe new {ettlers have already caught the fever, 
and. not one of them appears to enjoy a good 
ftate of health. Eighteen miles. farther from 
Bath, we found another family, that came hither 
Jaft autumn from Maryland, afflicted with a fever. 
Four miles farther on we ftopped at one Mrs. 
‘ | BEVERS 
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Bever’s, who was likewife laid up with an in- 
termittent fever, the fits of which returned every 
day. This fever may, perhaps, be a tribute, paid 
but once to the climate, as Captain Williamfon 
thinks; but the country, excellent as it is in all 
other refpects, carries, I think, undoubted marks 
of being unhealthy; fuch. as ftagnant waters, 
phofphoric exhalations, f{wampy crecks, bad 
water for drinking, and an abfolute {carcity of 
{prings. Having fome quantity of bark in our 
travelling-cafe, we gave a little of it to Mrs. Be- 
ver, with directions how to ufe it; we, at the 
fame time, wrote a letter to Captain Williamfon, 
informing him of the diftrefs of this family, and 
of their want of more bark. We entertain little 
doubt, but that the Captain will receive this in- 
telligence as a firft attempt to fulfil, on our part, 
the engagement we entered into when we took 
leave of him. 

It will be eafily conceived, that after we had 
given the poor woman this advice, her hufband 
fhewed us all the refpect, which men of the me- 
dical profeffion generally receive in this country. 
Yet his demonftrations of re{fpect ceafed, when 
we refufed his repeated offers to pay us for the 
bark. Though we no longer appeared to Bever 
phyticians of the ufual caft, yet we were certainly 
deemed very knowing and clever, far feveral of 
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the ten or twelve perfons, who had repaired to 
this cottage for fhelter and food, fhewing us their 
wounds and contufions, requefted our advice con- 
cerning them. We recommended to them, to 
wath their fores with falt and water; and the 
fimplicity of this remedy, which would perhaps 
have met with little approbation from European 
peafants, did not here, in the lcaft, abate the high 
opinion, which thete good people had conceived 
ef our fuperior knowledge. “The company we 
met with at Mr. Bever’s confifted of farveyors 
and fome other perfons, who had furveyed land, 
which they intended to purchafe on the heights. 
of Lake Canandaqua. 

I fay on the heights, becaufe-m that place @ 
chain of mountains, about ten or twelve miles in 
length, feparates the water, which flows in 4 
fouthern direGion, from that, which difcharges 
itfelf into the river of St. Laurence. 

We found, among thefe perfons, a young 
man, who about fix weeks before had been bit- 
ten on the knee by a rattle-fnake, ‘while he was 
fithing on the banks of Lake Canandaqua. At 
firft he did not feel much pain in the part. at~ 
eed: but an hour afterwards a fwelling ap 
‘peared; whieh gradually extended all along the 
leg to the foot, and both became fo ttiff, that 
he was unable’ to move them. A cure-was ef- 
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fected within the fpace of only fix days’ by the 
juice of {nake-root laid on the wound and {wel- 
ling, as a poultice, mixed with milk, together 
with a few drops of that juice, pure and un- 
mixed, taken internally. Inftances of fuch bites 
occur but very feldom, and only, it feems, when 
the animal has been touched ; otherwife it con- 
{tantly retires, and may be killed by a blow with 
the flendereft ftick. 

It is a common obfervation, that wild ani- 
mals are lefs fierce in America than in other 
parts of the globe; the truth of this is con- 
firmed by the teftimony of fuch as, from their 
refidence in forefts, are beft qualified to poflefs 
fatisfactory information. Wolves, bears, nay even 
panthers, moftly flee before man; and the in- 
ftances of their doing mifchief are fo rare, that 
the very reality of it might be doubted. 

The dangers, therefore, to which new fettlers 
are expofed, are not much to be apprehended, 
The fevereft misfortune, to ‘which the inhabi- 
tants of the American foreft are liable, is the lofs 
of their children in the woods. Thefe unfor- 
tunate infants, over whom it is almoft impoffi- 
ble to keep conftantly a watchful eye, are apt to 
run out of the houfe, which is feldom fenced 
the firft year, and ftraying from their homes are 
unable to find them again. In fuch cafes, how- 


> 2 ever; 











Pow 


I00 TRAVELS THROUGH 


ever, all the neighbours, nay perfons from the 
remoteft parts, join in the fearch after thefe little 
unfortunate creatures, and fometimes they are 
found; but there are alfo inftances of their be- 
ing totally loft, or difcovered only when dead of | 


hunger or fear. 


Saturday, the 13th of June. 


From Bever’s we rode on, till we came to 
Captain Merca.r’s, where we {topped for the 
night. He lives at the diftance of eight miles 
from the former houfe, and keeps an inn. This 
difttriG is called Watkinftown, from feveral fa- 
milies of this name, who pofle{s the greateft pro- 
perty here. The road from Bath to Metcalf’s 
habitation is generally bad enough, as is moftly 
the cafe in a luxuriant foil, and efpecially after 
a fall of rain; fo that, where the roads are not 
properly made, the intereft of the traveller mutt 
abfolutely clafh with that of the landowner. 

Two miles on this fide of Bever’s houfe we 
had obferved the commencement of a range of 
mountains, which appeared to us to feparate, in 
thefe parts, the waters of the Sufquchannah from 
thofe of the lakes. 

After we had pafied the ia Englith fettle- 
ment near Bath, we met with no habitation but 
at diftances of eighteen, twenty, and twenty-two 

miles. 
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miles.. Between Metcalf’s houfe and Cananda- 
qua, however,’ the dwellings ftand clofer toge- 
ther. The lands, belonging to Captain Wil- 
liamfon, terminate at Bever’s houfe; all the 
ground thence to Canandaqua, and farther on, 
has been fold by Robert Morris, or Meffrs. Phelps 
and Gorham, who had purchafed their demefnes 
before Mr. Williamfon bought his. Metcalf, 
for inftance, three years ago, purchafed his eftate 
from them for one fhilling per acre. Of. the one 
thoufand acres, he then bought, he has already 
fold five hundred and upwards for from oné to 
three dollars per acre, and fome have fetched 
twenty-five dollars. ° 

The profits, which are made by fpeculations 
in land, all over America, and efpecially in this 
neighbourhood, are great, beyond calculation. 
We pafled, however, through feveral fettle- 


ments, which were deferted. Occurrences of 


this kind are common enough in new countries ; 
and experience fhews, that of ten new fettlers, 
who, in the firft inftance join to clear and cul- 
tivate frefh grounds, at the expiration of a cou- 
ple of years, one only will, forthe moft part, 
remain; and the /econd, nay, at times, the third 
fettlers are generally the beit colonitts. They 
take advantage of the labours and difburfemients 
of their predeceflors, remain in the country, and 
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thus become truly ufeful to the fettlement. Caps 
tain Metcalf, befides his lands and inn, poffeffes 
a fawmill, where four thoufand five hundred feet 
of boards are cut.daily. -Thefe boards he fends 
on the Lake to Canandaqua, where they are fold 
for ten fhillings a thoufand feet. Wheat 1s fold 
here for fix fhillings a bufhel, and Indian com 
for four fhillings. There 1s a {choolmafter im 
Watkinftown, with a falary of twelve dollars pet 
month ; all the families, that contribute to this 
ftipend, have the right of fending their children 
to his {chool. 

The road to Canandaqua is bad and muy, 
running for the firft three miles conftantly along 
water. A little farther on, where its direction 
is more elevated, it mends. The foil contains 
a ftiatum of black earth, a foot or more in depth. 
On travelling this road, we obferved one or two 
extenfive tracts of ground, cleared by the Indians, 
but few habitations. The few ploughs we {aw 
here were drawn by oxen. The woods are thick 
and lofty. Sugar-maple, black birch, oak, hick- 
ory, hemlock fir, and beech, are the moft pre- 
vailing trees. The ague is a common diforder 
in all thefe parts. 

The Lake of Canandaqua, which we reached 
at the diftance of four miles from the town, 
exhibits a very delightful afpect. The banks are 
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sot very low. The long and tedious -famenefs 
of thefe woods, through which we had paffed, 
contributed, prebably, nota little to enhance the 
asreeablenefs of the profpe& now before us, On 
the oppofite fide of the lake is an orchard, where 
very confiderable quantities of cyder are made 
for fale at Canandaqua. 


Sunday, the 14th of June. 


Canandaqua is, as I have already obferved, the 
chief town of the county of Ontario. It ftands 
on the bank of the lake of the fame name. On 
the ground, now occupied by the town, {tood, 
four years ago, a fingle fatory, which carried 
on fome trade with the Indians. The town 
confifts, at prefent, of forty houfes. The ter- 
titory of this city, which contains about fifty 
thoufand acres, is one of the diftri¢ts, which 
belonged to the State of Mafiachufetts, and were 
fold prior to the contra@ concluded with Cap- 
tain Williamfon. The town, although feated 
on an eminence, is not more healthy than the 
neighbouring couatry. Mr. de Blacons found 
here, laft autumn, a great number of: perfons 
affiicted with the aguc: This was attributed 
to the uncommon wetnefs of the feafon, and 
the ague, it was faid, had made its appearance 
during the rains. Weare now here in the month 
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of June; and yet it rages as much, if not more, 
than it did laft autumn. No alleviation of this 
afflicting circumftance is, therefore, to be ex- 
pected, except from time, and a gradual encreafe 
of labour, cultivation, and population. The 
houfes in Canandagua, though all built of wood, 
are much better than any of that defcription I 
have hitherto feen in other cities. They confit 
moftly of joiner’s work, and are prettily painted. 
In front of fome of them are fmall courts, furs 
rounded with neat railings. Some of the in- 
habitants poffefs confiderable property ; among 
_thefe are Metflrs. Phelps and Gorham, for a long 
time paft proprietors of thefe lands, or, to fpeak 
more properly, their children; Mr. Tuomas 
Morais, fon of Mr. Robert Morris of Philadel- 
phia, and agent for his father in the manage-. 
ment of a large tract of land, which he pofleffes 
in this neighbourhood, with other confiderable 
diftricts on the banks of the river Geneflee, and 
beyond it, ftill occupied by the Indians, but 
which he has acquired the right. of purchafing 
in preference to all other perfons; Mr. Cuir- 
PING, director of the affairs of the United States 
‘with the Indians; and raany others, whofe names 
[have not been able to learn. There are two 
inns in the town, and feveral fhops, where com- 
modities are fold, and fhoes and other articles 
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made. The encreafe of population, however, 1s 
not confiderable in thefe new fettlements ; and 
there is at prefent a great deficiency of labour~ 
ing men. The habitations in the adjoining dif- 
trict: are but thinly {cattered. The lands, as 
well as the town-fhares, are, for the mott part, 
the property of rich individuals, who refide in 
towns, and having purchafed them on. fpecula- 
tion, are unwilling to part with them until time 
fhall have raifed their value. 

The only potable water in Canandaqua is ob- 
tained by pumps; but even this is indifferent, 
and no fpring has yet been found in the town, 
or in its neighbourhood. There is not even a 
creek lefs than four or five miles diftant; and 
there is, confequently, no profpect of eftablifhing 
any mills nearer the town. 

The lands here are faid to produce as much 
wheat as is neceflary for the confumption of the 
inhabitants ; the ordinary price of it is fix fhil- 
lings a bufhel. The woods contain but very few 
large trees, the {carcity of which, together with 
the want of faw-mills, is the reafon why boards, 
when bought at the mill, coft here ten dollars a 
thoufand. The price of land is three dollars per 


acre, without the town, and fifteen dollars wihin 


its precinéts. The price of Indian corn, oats, &c. 


are much the fame as at Friend{mill and Bath. 
Day- 
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Day-labourers, whom it is difficult to procure, 
generally earn five fhillngs per day wages. Du- 
ring the laft harveft, however, Mr. Thomas Mor- 
ris paid as high as ten fhillings, befides finding 
them in victuals. The land, although tolerably 
good, is ‘inferior to what we faw in other parts 
of Geneffee, which wetraverfed. The average 
produce, in the firft year of its cultivation, is 
from twenty to twenty-four buthels of wheat pet 
acre. ‘They make ufe of the plough even in the 
firft year. ‘The oxen are good, becaufe moft of 
the new fettlers come fom New England, and 
generally bring their cattle with them from that 
province. In our jourrey we met, near Canan- 
daqua, feveral parties of American emigrants, 
more or lefs numerow, travelling to Niagara. 
One of them confiftec of five or fix families, 
who had with them, thrty-four head of cattle. 
Thefe travelling companies are very frequent; 
emigration from Niagari into the United States 
1s alfo confiderable, but lefs {> than in the fir 
mentioned direétion. 

I had a letter to Mr. Chipping from General 
Kwox, which Mr. de Bhcons had delivered pre- 


vious to our arrival. This letter procured. us 
an Indian, who {poke the French language, and 
was to conduct us in ou: journey from Canan- 


daqua to Niagara. _He was accordingly fent for 
7 by 
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by Mr. Chipping. We called at the houfe of 
that gentleman, to return bim our thanks for 
this favour, and alfo to fee fome Indians, who 
were with him. He acts as agent for the United 
States, with all the naticns bordering on Canan- 
daqua. 

Thefe Indians wefe about twelve in number, 
among whom were feveral chiefs of the tribe of 
Seneca Indians ; one of them was Rep JACKET, 
a-warnor of no {mall note among his country- 
men. They paid Mr. Chipping a vifit, that is 
to fay, they came to pertake of his whifky and 
meat. Such parties come very frequently, and, 
in general, merely for this, and no other purpofe. 
On thefe eccafions they drink as much as they 
can, and, when fatiatec, a few bottles are gene- 
rally diftributed among the party, to take with 
them. We found them in a {mall but, behind 
the agent’s houfe, which indeed refembled a 
ftable, rather than a houte. Two of them lay 
on the ground, intoxicated to a high degree ae 
infenfibility. They were nearly naked, except 
that each wore a wocllen apron, about a foot 
fquame@fattened to a girdle, to which it was again 
tied behind. From this girdle 1s fufpended that 
dreadful inftrument, the fcalping-knife; a {mall 
knife, which they genezally ufe to cut their meat. 
Their heads were not fhaved, but the hair was 
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cut very fhort, and tied above in a braid, which 
is made to pafs through a filver pipe ; their ears 
were quite bare, and adorned with a variety of 
{mall rings. Some wore {mall filver plates at the 
extremity of the nofe, which is generally con- 
fidered as an ornament of diftin@ion for the 
chieftains. They were. all very cheerful, ad- 
dicted to laughter, and full of glee. They ap- 
peared highly delighted with viewing us, and 
were moitt of them handfome looking men. One 
{poke a little Englith. As we expect to fee whole 
tribes of Indians in the progrefs of our journey, 
I may perhaps hereafter be able to give a more 
ample and fatisfa@tory account concerning them. 
As far as my knowledge and obfervation reach at 
prefent, it is merely the immoral policy of civi- 
lized nations, which has fubjected thefe people 
to the loweft rank in the fcale of human beings. 
As long as they were fuffered to remain in their 
favage ftate, they were warlike and independent, 
wild, perhaps, yet humane. © Now that the white 
people find it convenient, to attach them to 
their interefts, they are feduced with money and 
whitky, and renderéd as brutal and debauched, 
as it is poffible to make them. The odious and 
illiberal artifices practifed by civilized nations, to 
render every thing fubfervient to their interefts 
only, make their vaunted fuperiority appear the 
more 
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more difgufting to the eye of genuine philan- 
thropy. 

A little before our arrival, a party of Indians, 
from the neighbourhood of Le Boeuf, came to 
Captain Chipping’s, to demand juftice upon an 
American foldier, who had murdered two Indi- 
ans, from motives of jealoufy and revenge. The 
bufinefs, however,: was hufhed up by the pay- 
ment of two hundred dollars for each Indian, 
which is the fettled price of compenfation .in 
fuch cafes, and the foldier remained at hberty. 
Not fo, however, when an Indian murders a 
white man: in this cafe, the affaffin is delivered 
up to the Americans, and hanged. And thus it 
is that a people, which makes its boaft of ho- 
nefty, juftice, and equality, can connive at the 
moft flagrant perverfion of juftice, to the eternal 
difgrace of both its executors and its victims! 
The treatment of the Indians, and the fervitude 
of the negroes, have branded the fair face of 
American freedom with an odious ftigma, which 
government, as foon as poffible, fhould ftrain 
every nerve to'efface. It is to be feared, how- 
ever, that the caufes will not be eafily removed, 
connected as they are with one of the moft 
powerful paffions of the human breaft—the love | 
of money ! 

We hoped to find a good inn at Canandagqua, 

which 
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which is no unpleafant thing in the Geneffee 


country in general, but we were difappointed, 


What reafons could induce Mr. Blacons to pre- 
fer the fecond inn, I could not learn, but it is cer- 
tainly far inferior to the firft. We put up, how- 
ever, at the fecond, though not without throw- 
ing fome blame on our friend, who is, in gene- 
ral, more prudent in his counfel. Our diffatif- 
faction was greatly encreafed; when we were 
fhewn into the corn-loft to fleep, being four of 
us, in company with ten or twelve other men! 
But fleep, the great balm of human uneafinefs, 
foon calmed our minds. 

My refit, however, was ere long interrupted by 
a little circumftance, which I thall mention, as 
it may ferve to illuftrate the habits of this coun- 
try. This was the arrival of two new guefts, 
who foon entered our loft; an old man, anda 
handfome young woman, who, I believe, was 
his-daughter.. Three rows of beds were placed 
in this large apartment, which half filled it; and 
there were two empty beds in the fame row 
with mine. . 

In one of thefe the good old man lay down 
without undrefling himfelf; and the young wo- 
man, thinking every one about her faft afleep, 
fell to ftripping, which fhe did as completely as 
if fhe had been in a room by herfelf. No move- 
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ment on my part interrupted the bufinefs of her 
toilette, although I could not fall afleep again 
until the candle was put out. This little anec- 
dote, at which European coynefs will no doubt 
either fcoff or laugh, fhews, in an advantageous 
light, the laudable fimplicity and innocence of 
American manners. 

Laft night, we rejoined Blatons at Cananda- 
qua; and this morning Dupetitthouars left us, to 
proceed ftraight to Conawango, where the In- 
dian, who fpeaks French, is waiting for us. We 
fet out with Blacons on our way to Ontario, in- 
tending to take a view of an eftate belonging to 
one Mr. Pirr, of which we had heard much 
talk throughout the country. On our arrival; 
we found the houfe crowded with»: Prefbyteri- 
ans: its owner attending to a noify, tedious ha- 
rangue, delivered by a muinitter, with fuch vio- 
lence of elocution, that he appeared all over in 
a perfpiration. We found it very difficult to ob- 
tain fome oats here for our horfes, and a tew 
hafty morfels for our own dinner. As we had 
no opportunity of viewing the eftate, we were 
obliged to content ourfelves with the fine prof- 
pect of the neighbouring grounds, which the 
houfe afforded. The fields are in a better ftate 
of cultivation than any we have hitherto feen, 
and thoroughly cleared of wood, } 
This 
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This eftate has been only five years under cul- 
tivation. Old Mr. Pitt and his two fons pof- 
fefs about nine hundred acres, one hundred and 
thirty of which are cultivated. Thefe beautiful 
fields were cleared long ago by the Indians. Of 
the above one hundred and thirty acres juft men- 
tioned, fixty are laid out in meadows, on which 
clover and timothy-grafs are fown. ‘Their ftock 
confifts of fixty or feventy head of cattle, of 
which they fell very little, as they with to aug- 
ment their number by breeding. The firft crop 
of their meadows yields two tuns of hay per acre, 
and the fecond is fed off by the cattle. The win- 
ter does not laf{t here above three months anda 
half, during which, the live ftock kept near the 
houfe are fed with hay, morning and eyening, 
mm the farm-yard. The dung-cart very rarely 
vifits the land. Its average produce is twenty 
bufhels of wheat, and thirty-five bufhels of Indian 
corn, per acre. ‘The price of wheat is fix fhil- 
lings, and of Indian corn and oats three fhillings 
per bufhel. The price of cattle is the fame, as 
in the places before mentioned. Labouring men 
earn five fhillings a day wages, without victuals. 
The faw and corn-mills lie at a confiderable dif- 
tance from this houfe. The firft is eight miles, 
the fecond twelve miles diftant. Corn and flour 
are tranfported on fledges, during the winter. 


All. 
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Allthe corn-fields, as well as grafs-lands, had a 
fine appearance, and feemed to be under excellént 
management. Yet a view of the handfome mar- 
ried and unmarried women, who filled the church 
during both morning and evening fervice, “was 
even more delectable to our fenfes,’ than the fine 
rural {cenery. 

We ftopped at Captain Watwortn s to pafs 
the night. Along the whole route from Canan- 
daqua, the woods appear beautiful to the eye, but 
are not fo crowded with trees‘as on the other fide 
of that place. “Several parts of the foreft have 
been burnt down by the Indians, who poffefled 
this country from time immemorial. We fre- 
quently traced or met with Indian camps, as they 
are called, 1. e. places where troops of them, who 
were either hunting or travelling, had paffed the 
night. Their tents or huts are nothing in the 
world but four pofts, driven into the ground, and 
overlaid with bark. In this day’s journey we 
paffed by the extremity of four lakes, viz. of 
Hemlock, Conefuis, Honeygoe, and Conho¢ton. 

We were much concerned at our difappoint- 
ment in not finding Mr. Thomas Morris at Ca- 
nandaqua. Buta young gentleman of the name 
of WickHAM, who feemedto be his clerk, and 


lives in his houfe; received us with as much civi- 


hity as he could have done himfelf. In addition 


Vou. I. + to 








»% 
» 
os 
=> 
a 
2 





O74 TRAVELS THROUGH 


to other kind offices, he gave us a letter to Cap» 
tain Watworth, a nephew of Colonel Watworth 
of Conne¢ticut, who lives in Ontario, and is 
concerned with Mr Thomas. Morris in the pur- 
chafe of lands. 

Our letter of introduction obtained us, as we 
expected, an invitation to fleep at the Captain's. 
On our arrival, he told-us, that he was obliged to 
{et out early the next morning for Canandaqua, 
to review a party of foldiers, over whom he is 
captain. T’wo minutes after this the Captain got 
on horfeback, to fee a friend, as he told us, though 
it was then eight o'clock at night.. This condud, 
in France, would have juftified a fufpicion, that 
the mafter of the houfe was difpleafed with the 
vifit of his guefts. With fome latitude it might, 
perhaps, have borne the fame conftruétion inAme- 
rica ; but we found it more conyenient to afcribe 
it to an uncommon love of eafe, and freedom 
from reftraint. . There was no inn in the neigh- 
bourhood ; and, as we found our fituation not at 
all the worfe, but rather better for this his beha- 
yiour, we endeavoured to make ourfelves on our 
part as agreeable as we could. As to his habita- 
tion, it is a fmall log-houfe, as dirty and filthy 
as any I have ever feen. _Whether the oftenfive 
{mell, which imftected this dwelling, proceeded 
from cats or decayed ftores, which the Captain is 
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reported to keep fometimes till they become pus 
trefied, I am unable to determine}; but, this 1s 
certain, that we never paffed the night in a more 
unpleafant hole. The beds, bedding, fheets, 
fowls, room, {mell; &c. in fhort, every thing 
was naufeous, fo much fo; indeed, as to render 
the houfe extremely difagreeable. I rofe early in 
the morning to fee the Captain, before he fet out 
on his journey, I found him undergoing the 
operation of hair dreffing by his negro womam 
He had juft fold a barrel of whifky to an Indian, 
and was treating about the fale of fome land 
with two inhabitants of William{fburg. 

The price of the Captain’s land is from two 
dollars to two and half per acre; at leaft, this 1s 
the price at which he offers it for fale. He de- 
mands payment of the whole fum agreed for 
within four years, or one fourth of the purchafe- 
money every year. ‘lhe intereft to commence 
the firft day after the fale, It may eafily be con 
ceived, that Captain Watworth 1s not a little 
jealous of the great character and influence of 
Captain Williamfon, who, from his terms of fale 
being far moré moderate, and other circumftan- 
ces, cannot but have, and actually has, greatly 
the advantage over him. 

We learned, in this place, that the Geneffee 
flats are, every year at the end of March, regu- 
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larly inundated for four or five days by the rivet 
of that name, which. flows through ‘them, and 
depefits on the land a bed of {lime, about twe 
or three inches deep ; this ferves as an excellent 
manure to the foil, and greatly promotes its fer- 
tility: Inftances are known of one acre having 
produced fifty bufhels of wheat ; but the ave- 
tage ctop ts thirty bufhels per acre. Very little 
of this land has been vended yet ; as the proprie- 
tors do not care to part with it, until an increafe 
of population fhall have added confiderably to its 
value. [tis very difficult to procure day-labour- 
ers here, and their wages are one dollar per day. 
Maple-fugar, of which great quantities are ufu- 
ally obtained in this neighbourhood, has not an- 
{wered this year, from the uncommon. wetnels 
of the feafon. It 1s fold for one fhillimg a pound. 
Many commodities, together with numerousdroves 
of cattle, are exported hence annually mto Upper 
Canada. ‘The Captain; who keeps a fhop, im- 
ports his goods from Connecticut... They are 
brought in waggons, drawn by oxen, which he 
afterwards fattens, and, by felling them at Nia- 
gara, amply indemnifies him(elf for any lofs he 
may fuftain from the long carriage of his ‘wares. 
The beef of the oxen thus fattened is fold, at 


times, for one fhilling a pound. 


After the Captain had left us, his nephew, 4 
youth 
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youth about fifteen years of age, conducted us to 
the flats, or low grounds, which border on the 
river Geneflee. “They are a tract of land, about 
five or fix miles in length and breadth, for the 
moft part fituate on the eaft-fide of the river ; 
yet fome are on the other fide. | Captain: Wat- 


worth poffefles about fifteen or fixteen hundred 


acres; of thefe fome are cultivated, but much 


the greater number lie in grafs, which was as 
high as our horfes. The flats beiong, for the 
moft part, to the Indians; but, as they are fituate 
within the limits of the territory lately ceded by 
Great Britain, which extend to the river St. 
Lawrence, the State of Maffachufetts claims the 
fupreme right to the property, and, in virtue of 
this right, has fold to Mefirs. Phelps»and Gor- 
ham the exclufive privilege of purchafing thefe 
lands from the Indians, whenever they fhall-con- 
fent to part with them. Mefirs. Phelps and 
Gorham have fold this privilege of purchafe: to 
Mr. Robert Morris, by whom it has been again 
fold to the Dutch Company ; this gentleman has 
alfo engaged to open a negociation with the In- 
dians, and to prevail upon them to relinquifls 
their right to a part. at leaft of thefe lands. 
Thus four different fets of puchafers have fuc- 
ceeded each other in regard to an object, con- 
cerning the fale of which the confent of the 
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true original owners has not yet been obtained : 
and four different contraéts have been entered 
into, founded on the fuppofition, that it will be 
an eafy matter to remove the Indians from thefe 
diftant corners into which they have retired, 

It is fome fatisfaction, however, to reflect, that 
the property of thefe lands cannot be actually 
transferred without their confent ; but this, alas! 
is very eafily obtained, as their more polifhed 
neighbours well know. A little whitky will bribe 
their chieftains to give their confent to the largett 
ceffions; and thefe rich lands, this extenfive traG 
of territory, will be bartered away, with the 
confent of all parties, for a few rings, a few 
handkerchiefs, fome barrels of rum, and perhaps 
fome money, which the unfortunate natives know 
not how to make ufe of, and w hich, by corrupt: 
ing what little virtue is yet left among them, 
will, ere long, render them completely wretched. 

Yet, on the other hand, it will not be difputed, 

that, if America were to become more populous ; 
and if, in procefs of time, this immenfe region 
could, by fair means, and on reafonable terms, 


be obtained from the honeft and peaceful natives, 


and duly cultivated; fuch a meafure would doubt- 
lets promote the gencral good of America, and 
even conduce to’ the interefts of mankind at 
Jarge.> At prefent, {carcely the twentieth part oF 

this 
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this vatt continent is inhabited, unlefs nineteen 
uncultivated parts, ftill in the poffeffion of the 
Indians, be fo confidered. In a word, it may 
be queftioned, whether, even in the cafe of all 
America being peopled with European {ettlers, 
the fignal benefits, to be derived from the culti- 
vation of {uch extenfive tracts of land, might not 
be obtained honeftly and- honourably, without 
driving the orginal inhabitants out of their pof- 
{effions, or at leaft without thus palpably im- 
pofing upon them. 

The hufbandry of the Indians is confined to 
the culture of a little Indian corn, and fome po- 
tatoes. The produce of one or two acres is fully 
fafficient for the maintenance of a whole. fa- 
mily. Their extenfive meadows they leave to 
fuch fettlers, as choofe to pafture their cattle on 
the grafs, or to cut it for hay ; nay, they even fuf- 
fer them to be cultivated and inclofed by frefh 
colonifts, who are continually removing wett- 
ward. Property, whether real or perfonal, has 
with them no value ; and the meadows, which at 
prefent only produce from four to five tuns of hay 
per acre, would yield the richeft crops of various 
kinds of produce, and throw into cultivation vaft 
quantities of marketable and ufeful commodities. 
To reduce an acre of ground under {kilful-culti- 
yation, is, to confer a benefit on the mafs of Civi- 
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happens, that the ground, even when taken out 


of the hands of the Indians, is not immediately 
reduced to a proper ftate of cultivation; It. free 
quently continués long in the hands’ of -merce- 
nary {peculators, who choofe neither to fell nor 
cultivate it} until its’ value fall have been. con. 
fiderably enhanced. As an-ultimage confequence 
of this conduct the poor Indians will be harraffed, 
ually expelled from their homes, and, in the 
nd, either extirpated, or rendered completely 
muferable. | , 
In the courfe of our twelve miles excurflon. to 
the flats we afcended two eminences, from which | 
we had a view over the whole plain; one of thefe, 
called Squawhill, lies nearer to Ontario, and the 
other, Mountmorris, to Williamfburg. They 
both contain Indian villages. That fituate’ on 
the former height confitts of about fifteen, and 
that feated-on the latter. of about. four or five 
{mall log-houfes, {tanding clofe together, roughly 
built, and overlaid with bark... In the infide ap- 
pears a fort of room not floored; on the. fides 
they conftrué thelves, covered with deer- fkins, 
which ferve as their cabins or {leeping places. In 
the midit of the room appears the hearth, and 
Over it 1s an opening in the roof to let out the 
) ras {moke, 
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‘ 


a fmoke. Their ftores, confifting, for the moft part, 
ii of nothing but Indian corn and the flefh of deer, 
Mia lie carelefsly thrown together in a corner. One of 
ike their huts not unfrequently: contains twa or three 
‘ | families. 
0 As we pafied through their villages we faw 
tok fome women employed in works of hufbandry,. 
ben but very few men. Among the Indians the huf- 
mea band does not’ work at all; all laborious fervi- 
hand ces are performed exclufively by the wife. She 
nd, not only tranfacts every part of domeftic bufineds, 
cy but cultivates the ground, cuts. wood, carries 
loads, &c. ‘The hufband hunts, fifhes, fmokes, 
cui and drinks... Yet there are fome tribes, fuch 
on as, for inftance, the Tufcarora-Indians, among 
él which the hufband: works, though occafionally 
a and flightly. When I {peak of Indian tribes or 
ma nations, | with to be underftood as confining my 
at obferyation to the fix nations, *commonly called 
i the Iroquois, who inhabit the northern parts” of 
a North America, to the fouth of Lake Ontario, 
ad namely, the Onandagas, Tufcarora, Oneidas, 
‘i Cayugas, Seneca, and Mohawks. The Oneida 
a nation excepted, which, northwards from New 
| York, ftill mhabits the banks of the lake that 
4 bears their name, all the other tribes:have been 
s gradually expatriated, and have decreafed in num- | 
si ber; every nation is now divided into different 


if branches ; 
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branches ; the families are difperfed abroad, and 
whifky is rapidly thinning the number of thofe 
which yet remain. <A few ycars more, and thefe 
nations will difappear from the furface of the 
earth, as civilized people approach ! 

Near the Geneffee, on this fide of that river, 
and about five miles below the villages before- 
mentioned, ftands another village belonging to 
Indians of the Oneida nation. The men are 
here lefs flothful than among the Seneca- Indians; 
1ey are alfo-tolerably ingenious and expert. It 
fhould be recorded highly to their honour, that 
the Indians, of whatever tribe or nation, are in 
general mild and peaceful, kindly officious in 
e fervices to the whites,. and, on the whole, 
excellent neighbours. I for my part am _ pretty 
well affured, that, in all the numerous quarrels, 
which have taken place between the different 
colonifts and the Indians, on the confines of the 
United States, in ninety-nine inftances out of a 
hundred the former have been ‘the agereflors ; 
they are weak, and they are opprefled. 

In Mountmorris Mr. Morris pofiefies a farm 
of about fixty acres, the management of which 
he. leaves entirely to an Irifhman, who arrived 
here about two years ago, from New England. 
ihe wheat, rye, and Indian corn are certainly 
excellent ; but. the account this nian gave us of 
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the nature and quality of the foil does not corre{- 
pond with Captain Watworth’s ftatement. It 
yields, he fays, only twenty-five bufhels of wheat 
per acre; and as this perfon 1s not concerned in 
the felling of land, I judge his report to be much 


‘more deferving of credit, than the Captain's. It 


mutt be allowed, however; that the land here 1s 
uncommonly productive, that the flats form a 
very extenfive tract of ground, and that they af- 
ford a fine profpect, which cannot but be ex- 
tremely pleafing even to thofe, who have not 
been cloyed, as we were, with the eternal afpect 
of forefts and woods. Mr. Morris, it fhould feem, 
had eftablifhed this farm rather with an intention 
to exercife and fecure his right of property, than 
from any immediate views of profitabie culture. 
Its prefent occupier enjoys the produce but of a 
very {mall portion of this vaft territory. Neither 
his habitation, nor his eftablifhment in general, 
impreffes you with the idea of a refpectable 
farmer. 

Returning from our excurfion, we pafled 
through Williamfburg, the central point of Cap- 
tain Williamfon’s fettlements in this neighbour- 
hood. It is, a village confifting of about twelve 
houfes. The habitations are faid to be very nu- 
merous in the adjacent country. Walliamfburg 
as {eated on the point, where Canaferaga creek 
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difcharges itfelf into the river Géneflee, . This 
river, as well as the creek, which on our -exeur- 
fion we were feveral times obliged to ford, are fo 
clofely hemmed in, that frequently it is very dif. 
feult to fcale their banks, The courfe of the 
river esas is rapid, and full of windings, its 
water alfo is generally muddy, and bad. 

Padi m ae from Captain Watworth’s-habita- 
tion, a Frenchman, formerly an inhabitant of St, 
Domingo, ame with his mulatto, on an eftate 
of about twenty acres, and in a houfe only twelve 
feet {quare, which he conftructed himfelf, with 
the affiftance of his faithful fervant. This French- 
man is named De Bovt, and is a native of Al- 
face. A quarrel with a gentleman of confe- 
quence in his province, whom he accufed of hav- 
ing defrauded him of an inheritance, and-a duel 
that enfued, in which he wounded his antagonutt, 
who was much older than himéelf, compelled 
him, in the prime of youth, to quit his native 
country, from the dread of a“ /ettre de cachet.’ 
The firft ftep, which he took after this, was to 
enlift, as a private, in the regiment, which beats 
the name of the Cape; and in this fituation he 
foon evinced by his conduct, that he! had re- 
ceived a liberal education. He next obtained his 
difcharge ; and as he had been originally deftined 


for the profeffion of an engineer, his attainments, 
which 
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which were very refpectable, furnifhed him with 
the means of rendering himfelf ufeful to the 
colonifts:’ By degrees he rofe to the fituation of 
Grand Voyer (mfpector general of the high-roads) 


in St. Domingo : he moreover cultivated-a plan- 


tation, bequeathed to him by a friend. Ie now 
poflefleda good income, and had a fine profpect 
of acquiring a very handfome property, when on. 
a fudden the civil diffentions at: the Cape: broke 
out. Bemg forced to quit the town, he-retired 
to America, though in a very indifferent plight, 
with but littke money, few effects, and fome ‘bills 
on France. From motives of parfimony, he pro- 
eeeded to Hartford. Here Colonel Watworth, 
commiuferating his misfortunes, and his diftrefled 
fituation, made him an offer, that he would en- 
deavour to negociate his bills, in which he fhould 
probably meet with lefs difficulties than an emi- 
orant Frenchman; he at the fame time made 
Mr. de Bow a temporary grant of a certain num- 
ber of acres on the river Geneflee, engaging to 
fupply him with the neceflary money and ftores, 
and to render him every other affiftance in his 
power. The bills were to ferve as a fecurity for 
all the previous difburfements: Such is the out- 

line of the hiftory of Mr. de Boui. 
There are but few men, I fhould fuppofe, who 
do not feel themfelves agreeably interefted by the 
fight 
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fight of a countryman in a remote part of the 
world. Unhappily the French revolution has in 
a great meafure ftifled thefe amiable, natural feel- 
ings. If two Frenchmen now meet, they are, 
in general, fo foured by political partialities, 
that they feel a mutual diftruft, if not averfion. 
Thanks to heaven, the revolution and its conco- 
mitant evils have not yet infpired me with hatred 
to any individuals, much lefs have they foured my 
feelings to mifanthropy. This is a comfort, which 
{ highly prize, and to which, even in my prefent 
fituation, I am indebted for moments, not altoge- 
ther unaccompanied with pleafure. I, therefore, 
fincerely {ympathifed in Mr. de Bout's misfor- 
tunes. Meff. Blaconsand Dupetitthouars became 
acquainted with him laft year. Blacons was de- 
puted by the reft of vis to inform this hermit, a 
name, which he deferves ‘as well as any man. 
living, of our intention to dine with him that 
day. De Blacons’ vifit, and our arrival, afforded 
him much pleafure and fatisfaction. ~ The fight 
of his countrymen was the more agreeable to 
him, as from a peevifhnefs of temper, either con- 
tracted by prior misfortunes, or becaufe he has 
been actually ill ufed, he is highly diffatisfied 
with the Americans. _ He is about forty years of 
age, pofiefied of a found underftanding, and en- 


tertaining in his manners and conyerfation. From 
the 
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the natural generofity of his own mind, his dif- 
guft at the felfifhnefs of others, and his over- 
nice feelings, he is a perfect mifanthrope; a con- 
{tant gloom hangs upon his {pirits. He'fpeaks 
of Americans with a bitternefs, which can hardly 
be juftified when applied to individuals, but evi- 
dently degenerates into prejudice and injuftice 
when applied to the nation at large: He lives 
here, fequeftered from all the world, or at leaft 
with no other company, but that of his mulatto 
Jofeph ; who has never left him, and is indeed 
his friend, rather than his fervant. J ofeph acts in 
the different capacities of cook, gardener, and 
hufbandman, for Mr. de Boui fows one. or two 
acres in the flats with Indian corn, half the pro- 
duce of which he allows the proprietor; he takes 
care of the fowls and pigs, and works at times 
for the neighbours, that they may, in return, lend 
their oxen occafionally to-his mafter, and fupply 
him with eggs, milk, and other fuch like articles, 
which, though trifles in themfelves, are of no 
{mall value in this folitude. «J ofeph always ap- 
pears bufy and cheerful: he is, in fac, a rare and 
affecting inftance of the moft faithful attachment 
to his mafter, who,.in return, fets a high and jutt 
value on this refpectable fervant, without whofe 
afiiftance and fupport his philofophy would be of 


little 
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little avail. Mr. de Boui is’ a man ‘of “extenfive 
reading, but the morofity of his temper frequently 
diftorts his ideas. He hates mankind, and there- 
fore 1s conftantly fullen and wretched: 
Dupetitthouars,.who rejoined us there, and my- 
fclf, ftopped the night at the habitation of this 
worthy gentleman, becaufe he feemed to with it. 
Meff. Guillemard and Blacons, however, took up 
their night-quarters ‘in Canawaga, with a view 
to get every thing ready for our journey to Fort 
Erie. We patted the afternoon and next morn- 
ing in converfation with our hoft, and in taking 
little walks, efpecially to a {mall Indian village 
already mentioned, with which De Boui holds 
a frequent intercourfe of civilities, fervices, and 
trade, and where at times, when there is a prefs 
of bufinefs on his hands, he alfo hires labourers to 
weed his garden: thefe are women, whom he 
pays at the rate of three fhillings a day. We left 
him, not without a high fenfe of gratitude for 
the kind and friendly reception we had met with, 
nor did he feem altogether infenfible to a degree 
of fatisfaction ifforded by our company. He 
may perhaps prove, ere long, a very valuable ac- 
ceflion to the fettlement at Afylum.—May he 
live there, if not happy, at leaft content ; but it is 
greatly to be feared, that the peevifhnefs of tem- 
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pet, which this unfortunate man has contracted, 
wil dry up every fourcé of promifed happinefs 
and comfort, which this world might yet afford ! 


Luefday, the 16th of June. 


Thé road from Ontario to Canawaga is a 
good one for this country. As ufual, it leads 


through the midift of woods. Within a {pace of 


twelve miles we faw only one habitation. In this 


journey we difcovered two Indians lying under a 


tree; though we had already feen a’ confiderable 
number of them, yet this‘meeting had for us all 
the attraétion of novelty, as we found them in a 
{tate of intoxication, which fcarcely manifefted 
the leaft fymptom of life. One wore round his 
neck a long and heavy filver chain, from which a 
large medallion of the fame metal was fufpended, 
on one fide whereof was the image of Georgé 


Wathington, and oft the other the motto of 





Lovts the Fourteenth—wec pluribus impar, with 
a figure of the fun, which was ufually difplayed 
with it in the French arms. © This Indian was, 
no doubt, the chieftain of a tribe; we were, how- 
ever, obliged to leave his excellency in a ditch, 
out of which we made repeated efforts to drag 
him, but in vain. 
Canawaga is a {mall town; Mr. Morris is the 
proprietor of the lands, which he holds on’ the 
Vou. I. U famé 
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fame condition of procuring their ceffion fron 
the Indians, as he does all the other lands already 
mentioned. The price of land here, which at 
firft was one fhilling and fix pence per acre, foon 
rofe to threé fhillings, afd, by degrees, has been 
fo enhanced, that fingle acres,’ near the town, 
were lately fold for eight dollars. The habita- 
tions here are yet but few, but among them 1s 
one of the beft inns we have feen for fome time 
paft. Mr. Berry keeps it; a good, civil man, 
but conftantly inebriated. In common with fe- 


veral other inhabitants of the town, he has bought 


land frorn the Indians, regardletfs of the prior nght 
of purchafe, vefted in Mr. Morris by the {tate of 
Maffachufetts. Without any with to vindicate 
this prior right, which, in my judgment, confi- 
dered with refpe& to the Indians, the original 
proprietors of the foil, is an act of flagrant injuf- 
tice, I cannot help obferving, that this nght, 
founded as it is on the laws of the land, cannot 
be infringed by private individuals, without ex- 
pofing themfelves to the hazard of being dil- 
poflefled, and that in ftri@ juftice, of the lands, 
purchafed in violation of this right. The perfons 
here alluded to, who have bought land from the 
Indians, are perfectly aware of the flippery ground 
on which they ftand; but hope, that as the affairs 
of Mr. Morris are rather in a ftate of derange- 

| ment, 
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ment, he will riot be able to make good his purs 
chafe of the lands from the Indians; hence they 
are led to conclude, that the contraé, by which 
he has transferred his right to the Dutch com- 
pany, muft eventually become void. 

This whole track of land is, as yet, fo thin of 
inhabitants, that we could not come at a right 
e{timate of the price of provifion, labourers’ wages, 
&c. Both’ labourers: and provifion are equally 
{earce; and the prices are, I prefume, not much 
different from thofe in the diftriéts 1 mentioned 
laft. The neighbourhood of the Indians occas 
fions a frequent intercourfe with them, for the 
purpofe of buying game, fifh, &c. and though 
they are no ftrangers to the value of money, and 
appear fond of it, yet {carcely- any bufinefs is 
tranfacted with them,. unlefs in the way of bar- 
ter. Whitky is their chief obje& ; but old clothes, 
hats, knives, looking-glaffes, paints, &c. in fhort, 
almoft every commodity, the refufe of European 
markets, will do for them; and it may be ad- 
vanced as a moral certainty, that the white peos 
ple can hardly become lofers in this traffic. The 
Indians, indeed, to {peak a well known truth, are 
conftantly cheated; their ignorance lays them 
open to fraud, and it is taken advantage of al- 
moft ninety-nine times in a hundred, by thofe 
who have dealings with them. 
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Ree or 
Before I quit this country, which 18 more oF 
lefs inhabited by fubjects of the oUt nited States, I 


“TTS : « 1 i * < “~, < ¢ = >. a r 7 err fre hj 
vations on their manners and cuttoms, which 
i? } 


s* L 
may ferve asa tapplement to thefe I] made on 


1 1 J 


my arrival et Northumberland. ‘Since that time 
we have traverfed a country altogether new ? the 
various fettlements, which he more ‘or lefs clotely 
together, and are occupied by colonifts from all 
parts of the world, fein nothing particularly 
worthy of obfervation. It feems to be the chief 


“objet of the inhabitants of this new country, to 


taife- the price of their labour as high as poffible, 
and then to fpend their earnings in unneceflary 
trifles, as faft as they can. From this prevailing 
humour we may readily account for the flourith- 
ing condition of the fhops, or ftores, as they are 
called. A labourer or his family goes to a fhop, 
to lay out fix-pence in ribbands, or two-pence in 
tobacco. Perhaps they have four dollars “in their 
pockets, and with ehefe fuch is the rage for 
fhop commodities, they purchafe articles, which, 
on entering the fhop, they never intended to 
buy, and for which they have no real occafion. 


Sometimes they purchafe on credit; and the 
fhopkeeper, who clears, at leaft, one hundred ~ 
per cent, has generallyno objection to felling 


upon thefe terms-to perfons who are houfekeep- 


ers 
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ers in the neighbourhood, or who work there 
for any length of time.- The difburfements of 
thofe, who, in this new country, undertake to 
clear large tracks of ground, and at the fame 
time keep a ftore, are, therefore inconfiderable, 
elpecially in regard to labourers’ wages, as the 
money cleared in the fhop quickly brings back 
all that is expended in labour for days, weeks, 
and months together. ‘The ftorekeepers too 
frequently take advantage of the credulity, eafi- 
nefs of temper, and ignorance of the half-favage 
fort of people, who inhabit the back’ fettle- 
ments, and thefe in return abufe the credulity, 
eafinefs, and ignorance of the poor Indians. In 
fa& the condu& of mankind at large is in general 
nothing more than a chain of frauds and im- 
pofitions, only fomewhat lefs barefaced than 
thofe of the ftorekeepers in the new American 
dominions. 

] fhall add a word or two on the methods 
pracuifed by them in the management of thefe 
new. fettlements. When a family have come to 
a refolution to fettle in this country, the hufband, 
the latter end-of furmer, repairs to the {pot 
where the fettlement is to be made. The firft 
thing he does is to cut-down the {mall trees on 
one or two acres ; he next barks the larger trees, 
and then fows a little rye or wheat. Of the 

U3 wood 
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wood he has felled, he conftru€ts a {mall houfe, 
and makes fuitable fences around it; a labour, 
which may be performed in about a month’s 
time. He then returns to his former habitation ; 
and, at the beginning of fpring, he brings his 
family and.the beft of his cattle to the new fet- 
tlement. His cows coft him little, being turned 
into the woods to graze: he then finithes his 
houfe, plants potatoes, fows Indian corn, and thus 
is enabled to’ provide for the firft year’s main- 
tenance, While thus employed, he is at the 
fame time clearing more ground, burning the 
trees he has already felled, and, as far as may be, 
even thofe which he has barked. By this procefs 
the roots of the bufhes are in a great meafure 
dettroyed ; yet they require to be more carefully 
grubbed out of land, which is to be thoroughly 
cleared. The afhes afford a very ufeful manure, 
and, in the opinion of the beft judges, are em- 
ployed this way to much greater advantage, than 
when converted into pot-afh, the making of 
which is, with the new fettlers, merely the re- 
fult of neceflity ; for if a faw-mill be at hand, 
the large trees can be conveyed thither by oxen. 
Thus, within the fpace of twelve months, a 
man may clear fifteen acres; and few families 
cultivate more than thirty. ‘The barked trees 
are left ftanding for a longer or fhorter time, 

ee according 
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according to circumftances, viz. the fpecies of 
the tree, the nature of the foil, and the degree 
of the wetnefs of the feafon. [he hemlock-fir 
will ftand eight or nine years, the oak four or 
five, the maple three or four, and trees, all the 
branches of which have been burnt off, feldom 
fall before this time.. The ftumps of the felled 
trees, generally two or three feet high above 
the ground, hardly rot fooner than the barked 
trees, which have been left {tanding on the lands. 
The dwellings ef new fettlers are commonly at 
firft fet up in a very flight manner; they con- 
fitt of huts, the reofs' and walls of which are 
made of bark, and in which the hufband, wife, 
and children pafs the winter, wrapped up in 
blankets. They alfo frequently conftruc& houfes 
of trees laid upon each other; the interftices of 
which aré either filled up with loam, or left 
open, according as there is more or jefs time to 


-fillthem up. In fuch buildings as have attained 


to fome degree of perfection, there is a chimney 
of brick or clay; but very often there 1s only 
an aperture in the roof to let out the {moke, 
and the fire is made and replenifhed with the 
trunks of trees. At a little diftance from the 
houfe ftands a fmall oven, built fometimes of 


brick, but more frequently of clay, and a little 
U 4 farther 








290 TRAVELS THROUGH 


farther off appears a fmall fhed, like a fentry. 
box, which is the neceflary, or privy. 

Salt pork and beef are the ufual food of the 
new fettlers; their drink is water and whitky, 
yet there are few families unprovided with coffee 
and chocolate. 

We thould not omit to obferve, that the axe, 
of which the Americans make ufe for felling 
trees, has a fhorter handle than that of European 
wood-cutters. Not only the Americans, but Irith 
and German workmen have affured me, that 
they can do more work with this fhort handled 
axe, than with the European. The blade like- 
wite.is not fo large as that of the latter. Moft 
of thefe axes are made in America, but confider- 
able numbers are alfo imported from Germany. 

Though fome or moft of the particulars above 
detailed may be found in works, which treat of 
the inland or back parts of America, yet 1 judge 
them not unworthy of a place in this journal. 

RefpeGting the tenets or obfervances of reli- 
gion, it fhould feem that little room is left fora 
due attention to either, among the inhabitants 
of Pennfylvania and other parts of Geneflee. In 
the towns, as well as in all parts of the country 
that are in any degree populous, there are, in- 
deed, every where places appropriated to religious 
| | SE. worthip ; 
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worfhip ; but, unlefs I am greatly miftaken, re- 
ligion is generally confidered rather as a political 
engine than a way to falvation, In the new 
fettlements you meet frequently with religious 
books, but they contain the peculiar effufions 
of different fects, rather than the fimple mo- 
rality of {criptural. religion... Prayer-books, with 
other devotional exercifes of that defcription, are 
chiefly found among the rigid. Methoditts, or 
fanatic Seotch Pretbyterians.. Yet the bitternefS 
and fanaticifm of thefe fects are rapidly wearing 
away in thefe forefts. Chiefly taken up with, 
clearing the ground, and anticipating in imagi- 
nation the beneficial refults of their labour, they 
{oon forget all other concerns. 

The colonifts, who arrive from. New- Eng- 
land, are, upon the whole, more religious than 
any of the other inhabitants.- They make a 
point of building churches, and providing preach- 
ers, as foon as circumftances. enable them-to'de 
fo. -Moft of thefe religionifts fettlein the upper 
diftrict of Geneflee, and fpeak with contempt of 
the fettlements on the Sufguehannah, and in 
the neighbourhood of Tioga, where the inhabit- 
ants, farfrom having places of worthip, fcarcely 
evcr mention the name of.God. At the fame 
time it muft be admitted, that the planters, who 

| come 
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come from New England, are purer in their 
morals than any of the reft; and that they are 
not only remarkably induftrious, but alfo the 
moft expert agriculturifts and workmen. 

As to the fertility of the country in natural 
productions, it is very great indeed. In many 
parts, the trees are of a prodigious fize and 
thicknefs. It is remarkable, that the largeft 
trees feldom {trike their roots deeper than about 
four or five inches into the ground ; this was at 
leaft the cafe with all thofe which had been 
overturned by the winds, and lay near the road. 
The thickets are frequently fo clofe, that, for 
feveral miles together, they bear the appearance 
of one large tree, under which grafs is growing 
m thick tufts and clufters. Fern, a fight rare 
in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, is very 
frequently in the back fettlements. Shrubs of 
every defcription, and flowers of various forms 
and hues adorn the woods and pleafe the eye 
with their beautiful appearance, but do not fo 
much regale the traveller with their fragrance. 
They more or lefs refemble European plants; 
but are in general of different {pecies. 

Among the great variety of infeéts and flies 
feen here, which alone would furnifh abundant 


matter of enquiry for the curious naturalift, 
| luminous 








5 





‘ 
: 


ret ip 
hat hg 
but a 
me, 

ry 0 
ed, In 
ous fae 
at the In 
per tha 
1+ this 0 
ch hat 
near tie 
ote, the 
the ape 


fs 


aime 


Ip, pr 
> Sink 
rls 
eae tt 
ut do a 
it fragt 


pea pe 


a 
fal 
h a 
5 lt 

lant 


NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &C. 206 


luminous worms are fo very numerous, as fre- 
quently to diffufe by night a brightnefs, which 
is really aftonifhing. 

The town of Canawaga is fituated on the 
river Geneflee, the courfe of which we have fol- 
lowed without deviation ever fince we left On- 
tario. By the Indians this river is called Ca- 
fhoufiagon. We much regret, that we did not 
fee the three falls of this river, which are but 
half a quarter of a mile diftant from each other ; 
the firft is one hundred, the fecond thirty, and 
the third feventy feet high; they are all two 
hundred and fifty feet in breadth. This river, 
which empties itfelf into Lake Ontario, pre- 
vioufly forms a very {mall lake of uncommon 
depth, which alfo is difcharged into Lake On- 
tario by a narrow channel, not very deep. The 
appearance of thefe falls is faid to be extremely 
grand and beautiful; we felt a {trong inclination 
to vifit them; but Mr. Blacons expreffing an 
earneit defire to haften his return to Afylum, 
and to fee the Niagara, we facrificed to his 
wifhes our own curiofity with refpe& to the 
falls of the river Geneffee. 


Wednefday, the 17th of June. 


After remaining half a day at Canawaga, we 
at length fet out, early in the morning, to tra- 
verfe 
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verfe the epi as they are called. The guide, 
procured by i Chipping, as already men- 
tioned, had been waiting for us two days. This 
man, a native of C tate who, according to falie 
reports, had adopted the *manners and ‘cee 
of the Indians, from love for a /guaw (the term 
for an Indian woman) of whom he was excef- 
lively fond, did not, on a nearer acquaintance 
with him, anfwer any of the romantic, or at 
Jeaft extraordinary ideas, we had been led to 
form of him. During the American ‘war, he 
had ferved for fome time in an Englith regiment 
in Canada; but having found an opportunity to 
defert, he fettled in the American dominions on 
the banks of the Genellee. He has been ena- 
bled to fave a little money by means of a {mall 
trade, which he carried on, and efpecially by 
felling whifky to the Indians ; after this he be- 
came acquainted with an Indian girl, tolerably 
handfome,. whom he married, after fhe had 
borue him -feveral children; that is to fay, he 
declared her his wife in the Indian. manner; an 
obligation, however, which binds him no longer 
chap. he aA Te eet According to his,own 
account, he pofiefles a {mall eftate in the diftridt 
of Geneflee; and another much larger in Tono- 
wante (an. Indian village equally diftant from 
Niagara and Canawaga), which Ponparr (our 


guide) 
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guide) purchafed of the Indians for fome gallons 
of whifky, and which he can enlarge, at plea- 
fure, as every one there is at hberty to appro- 
priate to himfelf any quantity of land he thinks 
proper, ‘This man, as far as we could judge, 
appears to have fettled among the Indians from 
motives not the moft praife-worthy, viz. lazi- 
nefs and indolence; he would rather, it feems, 
fet his wife work, than’ do fo ‘himfelf, gain 
money without care or toil, and’ by his fuperior 
knowledge overreach the Indians in the fmall 
trade he carries on with them. In other refpeéts 
he is a free, jovial fellow enough, proud, good- 
Humoured, artful under the appearance of auk- 
wardne(s ;\ and in brief, not a little hke many of 
the French peafants, who, after having ferved 
fome time in a regiment, return to their native 
village with a tolerable {tock of felf-confidence 
and affurance, which, if not blended with’ a due 
regard to confcience and morals, frequently. de- 
generates into impudence, and fometimes draws 
them in the end, into ‘a licentious and. reftlefs 
way of life. Under the guidance of this Pon- 
drit, who, by the by, was not even drefled as-an 
Indian, we fet out on our journey. He led a 
horfe that belonged to him, and was loaded 
with our-{tores, which Indian guides generally 
trudge with on their‘backs. 

About 
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About a mile and a half from Canaw4ga, 
{lands a {mall village of the Seneca Indians, 
through which we pafled, confifting of only 
three or four houfes. We found there again a 
handfome young man, who had vifited us the 
night before in Canawaga. It was obfervable, 
that thefe Indians fhewed a ftrong attachment 
to us as Frenchmen, repeatedly affuring us, that 
the remembrance of our nation was peculiarly 
dear to them; we in return regaled them plen- 
tifully with rum. ‘The young man, who was 
more intoxicated than his comrades, was feized 
every now and then with fits of madnefs, which 
might have proved fatal to himfelf or thofe about 
him, but for the careful attendance of a young 
{quaw, who, partly by menaces, and partly by 
carefles, got him out of the inn, caufed his arms 
to be tied by his comrades, and carried him to. 
the banks of the river, where, lefs difturbed the 
continued her attendance, until! fhe had foothed 
his rage, though he was not perfectly reftored 
to his fenfes. An Indian wathed the face and 
head of his inebriated comrade, by {pouting water 
upon him, which he took into his mouth, and 
at the fame time by rubbing him with his hand. 
The intoxicated young man, though not quite 
fober, was at length, however, fo far recovered, 
as to be fet on his legs. A boat was waiting to 

carry 
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earry him acrofs the river, when, on a fudden, 
he broke from the hands of his attendants, and 
precipitated himfelf with great violence into the 


river. A moment after he came up again, and 


we faw him fwimming towards the oppofite 
bank. The indefatigable young woman then 
{fprang alone into the boat, and rowed up to her 
charge, overtook him, and feized his hand to 
make him ftep into the boat. But he would not 
enter, but dived again, rifing up in different 
places ; fo that to all appearance he was in no 
little danger, confidering the ftate he was in, of 
being drowned. The young fquaw followed 
him with her boat, called on him feveral times 
very kindly, did not ceafe a moment to follow 
him, with her eyes conftantly fixed on him, or 


on the fpot where fhe thought he was likely to 
appear again ; for he was as frequently under as | 


above water. At laft fhe grafped him again, and 
fo tenacioufly as to retain her hold. This im- 
preflive {cene lafted about two hours, during 
which time the uneafinefs, care, and endear- 
ments of the young woman, were inceflantly 
manifefted, and infpired us with mingled emo- 
tions of furprife, admiration, and efteem. She 
was tolerably handfome, and a fifter of the young 
man. It is hardly poflible to fhew more fympa- 
thy, or more fincere, tender; and unwearied 


affection, 
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affection, than was evinced by this poor iquaw, 
as Jong as her intoxicated brother was in dan- 
ger; and all this too in a manner fo fwet and 
engaging, as it 1s not in the power of man pofli- 
bly to do. ‘This {cene imprinted in {till deeper 
characters on my mind the idea, which I have 
conftantly entertained, of the great fupgiority 
of women above men in every thing, relative 
to affections of every fort. He, who never ex- 
perienced the friendfhip of a woman, knows 
not half the charms and delights of friendthip, 
Men, undoubtedly, are capable of making great 
facrifices, which I certainly fhould be thelaft to 
difown; indebted as I am for the prefervation 
of my life, to the generous and ardent atach- 
ment of two friends. May they, fince ¢ more 
explicit teftimony of my gratitude migh: per- 
haps endanger their fafety and welfare, tecog- 
nize in thefe lines the grateful fentiments, which 
fill my bofom, and which fhall not ceaie but 
with my exiftence, thouch I fhould never have 


the happinefs of perfonally exprefling tothem 


the tribute of my thanks. . But while a woman 
is capable of the fame attachment and facnifices, 
while a female friend will chearfully mest the 
fame dangers as men, ‘the poflefles befides tie art 
of embellifhing and brightening the faddef mo- 
ments of our life; by unutterable fweetnels of 

oo temper, 
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ni fy temper, conftant care, and unwearied attendz 
a ance or her friend; fhe can fympathize in his ! 
a fufferinzs, mingle with his pleafures, and-com- | 
vi prehenc and divine all his projeéts ; fhe can pour i 
bi balm on his wounded fenfibility, raife his de- | 
[ : jected {pirits, unburden him of the load of {or- 

. row, ard thus reconcile him to himfelf. Well 

iy can fhe foften the harthnefs of advice, which 

m fhe has the courage to offer at a feafonable in- 

i terval, and can infpire a boundlefs confidence, 

oly without creating pain, or caufing exertion. She 

his bids defiance to obftacles, is difcouraged by no 

a accidents, not even by abfence itfelf. In fhort, 

2 female ‘riendfhip is a divine feeling, and the 

ten {weeteft charm and comforter of life - when de- 

ent prived of it by misfortune, the bare remembrance 

ce of it will {till afford us moments of refined plea- 

ml  , fure. 

i, A journey through uninterrupted forefis offers 

ats," but little matter either for {peculation or remark. 

cet The woods are, in general, not clofe, but ftand 

er on a fruitful foil. A foot-path, tolerably good, 

a upon the whole, but in fome places very miry, 

ef” winds through them over a level ground, that 

ha rifes but feldom into gentle fwells. | Aftera ride 

oe of twelve hours, in which we crofled feveral 
sth large creeks, we arrived at the Plain, where we | 
se determined to take up our lodgings for the night. 
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Big Plain 1s about thirty-eight miles diftant from 
Canawaga. We breakfafted at Buttermilk Fall, 
and dined on the bank of the creek .of Tana- 
wago, which is, feveral times, either approached 
or crofied, in this line of travelling: For both 
thefe meals our appetites were fo keen, that, we, 
perhaps, never ate any thing with a better relith. 
Pdi this was not the cafe with our fupper. 
The marangouins, of which we e had heard fuch 
frightful accounts, but from which we had hi- 
therto futfered-but little, began now to torment 
us. ‘We were near a brook, for_it is neceflary 
to keep within a little diftance from water, if 
between arrival and departure it is intended to 
breakfaft, fup, and water the horfes. . The fire 
and tobacco {moke were not fufficient to keep 
off the offenfive {warms of marangouins, mul: 
quitoes, wafps and gnats; nor did the veils of 
gauze, provided by Mr. Guillemard, fhelter us 
from their pungent {lings. hefe innumerable 
{mall blood-fucking infects-are.a very great an- 
noyance, and though killed by thoufands, they 
feem to encreafe in proportion as they are de- 
ftroyed. It is indeed impoflible to form an ade- 
quate idea of the torment and trouble they occa- 

fion, without having felt it. 
Two Americans, who arrived from Buffalo 
Creck, with two horfes, loaded with furs, fhared 
our 
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our fire and our moleftation, but not our fuffer- 
ings, ‘The next day (Thurfday) at four o’clock 
in the morning, the Americans having found 
their horfes, proceeded on their journey ; while 
our horfes, which, in fpite of our entreaties, 
Mr. Guillemard’s fervant had not coupled, were 
not to be found, having run back part of the way 
wecame. It happened, however, very fortu- 
nately, that a bell, which I had faftened to my 
horfe, having in the night indicated to our suide 
the courfe they purfued, he traced them before 
the break of day, overtook them at a diftance of 
fifteen miles, and brought them back about ele- 
ven o'clock in the morning. His uncommon 
zeal to ferve us, joined to his fuccefsful alertnefs, 
infpired us with as much admiration, as we felt 
pleafure, to fee our horfes fafe returned. 

The two Americans, who left usin the morn ! 
ing, belonged to Bofton ; they make, it feems, 
the journey to Buffalo Creek, five or fix times 
every year, to barter for furs with the Indians ; 
they carry on this trade jointly with three or 
four other {mall companies; and we learned that, 
on the whole about twenty thoufand dollars are 
annually circulated in this way, the fhare of 
thefe two amounting to eighteen hundred or two 
thoufand dollars. 
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It was too late to indulge the hope of reach- 
ing Buffalo Creek before the fall of night. Our 
journey mutt, therefore, take us up two days 
longer, although we had provifion only fufficient 
for one. In thefe circumftances we refolved to 
take the road to Tonowante, the refidence of our 
Pondrit, which determination, though it oc- 
cafioned a circuit of ten or twelve miles, yet fe- 
cured to us all the certain advantage of obtaining 
frefh provifion, which, by Pondrit’s account, 
Was in great abundance in that place. But Pon- 
drit is as frivolous a prattler as he is a good pe- 
deftrian ; we found no provifion, nor was there 
the leaft profpeé of procuring viands of any fort 
in the hut of this demi-Indian. We were fain 
to be content with a little rum and two wet in- 
digeftible cakes of Indian corn, prepared by Mrs. 
PoNpDRIT, and were, moreover, under the ne- 
ceflity of waiting a whole hour for the lady’s 
return, who, on our arrival was engaged incul- 
tivating the grounds of her hufband. Befides 
this wretched repaft, we got a little Indian corn 
for our horfes. Mr. Guillemard, whofe limbs 


“were {woln in confequence of the ftings of the 


mufquitoes, fancied he was ill, and determined 
to remain that night at Tonowanté. We left 
him under the care of the fquaw Pondrit ; and 
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Mr. de Blacons, Dupetitthouars, and myfelf, fet 
out, with our guide, to purfue our journey. 
Tonowanté, which we have juft left, confifts 
of fifteen houfes or wigwams, built on the Z1g~ 
zag windings of the river of the fame name. 
The foil is marfhy, yet good. However defira- 
ble it would have been, to fhorten our next day’s 
long journey by proceeding ten miles further 
this night, yet the remembrance, and the {till- 
exifting fenfation of the mufquito-ftings of laft 
night, deterred us from adopting this meafure, 
and we halted, therefore, half an hour before 
fun-fet, to gain the neceflary time for making 
arrangements more likely to keep thefe infeéts 
off. A {mall Indian camp, which we found in 
the woods near Smaill-fall, was chofen for our 
night-quarters, notwith{tanding dreadful fwarms 
of mufquitoes and {mall flies, perhaps even more 
troublefome than the former, were buzzing 
about us. We furrounded this little place of 
refuge, to the windward, with fires, which we 
kept up with dry leaves and rotten wood. ‘The 
wind driving the {moke through our camp, the 
mufquitoes could not exift there. After having 
coupled our horfes, tied them to trees near us, 
and thus prevented the danger of lofing them, 
we procured fome water, made a-mefs of a few 
cakes of portable foup, which we had remain- 
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ing, and being protected from the attacks of our 
enemies, we partook of our cakes and remain- 
ing ham with great fatisfaction, and being far- 
ther comforted by a few fegars, we pafled a 
very pleafing night ; I, on my part, at leaft, did 
not awake from nine o’clock ‘at night till half 
paft three in the morning, the time when we 
were obliged to prepare for our departure. What 
an excellent remedy, or, at leaft, what a pallia- 
tive for the fufferings of the head and the heart, 
is travelling. Alternate wearinefs and reft leave 
no room for any train of ideas, and every thing 
con{pires to render us as happy as if our fuffer- 
ings were.ended. 

Before I clofe the hiftory of the day, I muft 
obferve, that in the morning we met with a 
large rattle-{nake, on our way to Tonowante. 

he was awake, bent backwards, and her head 
erect; in fhort, fhe was in the attitude, in which 
thefe reptiles dart to bite. Our guide noticed 
her at the {mall diftance of two paces, and Car- 
touche had approached her within half a pace. 
We ftopped ; I called my dog. The afpeét of 
our horfes, our dogs and ourfelves, who fur- 
rounded her {o clofely, did not difturb her ; and 
Pondrit, who had cut a ftick, was at full liberty 
to choofe the {pot where he would apply his 
blow. ‘This fnake was upwards of four and half 

feet 





| ) 
lacks 


NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. 311 


feet in length, beautifully black, with rings of 
a bright, a yellow, and fixteen rattles. I 
relate AN trifling incident, to fhew how little 
dangerous thefe animals in general are, the ac- 
counts of which, in Europe, fo greatly alarm all, 
who are preparing to go to America. We con- 
tinued upwards of five minutes within a {mal- 
ler diftance from her than her own length. The 
dog almoft touched her; fhe was awake, and yet 
fhewed no fort of malignity. - Since I have tra- 
velled fo much in forefts, I have met with a great 
number of rattle-{nakes, killed fome with my 
own hand, and, notwithftanding, have never 
yet received the leaft injury. 


Friday, the 19th of June. 


For thefe two days paft the roads have been 
truly execrable, full of deep holes, earth- falls; 
and thick-fet bufhes. You are obliged, at once, 
to beware of the branches of trees, which tear 
your face or throw you down, to feleét the {pot 
for the horfe to tread on, to give it the necet- 
{ary aid when it pafles a difficult place, and to 
take care not to crufh your knee or leg againft 
a trunk or ftone, which even with the utmoit 
precaution cannot be always,avoided, and fre- 
quently caufes a very painful fenfation. By the 


account of our evide we were this day to enter 
X 4 better 
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better roads ; and yet, a level tra&t of about f. 
ven or eight miles excepted, thefe were even 
worfe than the former. 

Beine defirous of feeing a large Indian fettle- 
ment, aud having learned that Buffalo Creek is 
the largeft in this neighbourhood, we turned 
that way, left the foot-path which leads {traight 
to Fort Erie, and (truck into another, which is 
the worift I have yet feen. We breakfatted 
twelve miles from the {pot where we had pafled 
the night, and finifhed the remainder of our 
{tores in Buffalo Town. You reach Creek Buffalo 
twelve or fifteen miles before you come to the 
village. The fource of this creek, which is very 
narrow on the {pot where you fee it firft, is 
fifteen miles farther up the country. Yet it con- 
fiderably enlarges its breadth, and is upwards of 
a hundred yards broad, where it difcharges it- 
felf into the river. You muft ford it between 
a hamlet inhabited by the Cayuga nation and 
the village of Buffalo, where it is about forty 
yards in breadth, but its bed is fo confined and 
miry, that we were {carcely able to work our 
Way out of it. 

The village of Buffalo is inhabited by the Se- 
neca-Indians. The chief of this nation is Bro- 
THERFARMER, a man generally re{fpected by all 
the tribes as a great warrior and ftatefman, and 
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for this reafon much courted both by Englifh 
and American agents. Buffalo is the chief place 
of the Seneca nation. Inftead of eighty houfes, 
of which we had been told this village confifted, 
we found only about forty. ‘The reft ftand on 
the banks of the creek farther up or down- 
wards, and thus people an extent of feveral 
miles. The village is fituated on a plain, the 
foil of which, to judge from the grafs it pro- 
duces, is extremely fertile. We faw Indians 
cutting the grafs with their knives. Some fami- 
lies keep cows, and others even horfes. There 
were fome fine oxen to be fold in the village. 
All the commodities being confidered as the 
produce of the labours of the wives, they alone 
difpofe of them at pleaiure. They are looked 
upon as the fole proprietors. It is with them 
that every bargain is made, all the money, even 
the houfes in which they live, belong to them ; 
the hufbands have nothing but their gun, their 
tomahawk (a {mall axe, and at the fame time 
their pipe), and the fcalps fevered from the 
{kulls of the enemies they have flain, and which » 
in greater or lefs number form the decoration of 
the dwellings of all Indian warriors. More pro- 

perty they do not want. 
The dignity of a chieftain is, in general, he- 
reditary among the Indians; though fome are 
alfo 
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alfo appointed by elef&tion. The fons. of the 
chieftains, however, do not fucceed, but thofe 
of the female chiefs. For. the wives preferve 
this right of fucceffion in their families, and 
tran{mit it to their defcendants. . Yet thefe In- 
dian queens cultivate their fields with the fpade 
in their hand. ‘Though they have oxen to fell, 
it has hitherto not occurred to them, to. yoke 
thefe animals to the plough. I have already ob- 
ferved, that a imall field of Indian corn fuffices 
for the wants of a family. There is, at times, 
another planted with potatoes ; but, in general, 
thefe are planted between the rows of Indian 
corn. | 
The fields are moftly irregular pieces of land 
taken from the common ; they are not inclofed, 
being more effectually guarded by an univerfal 
honefty, which never deceives: The cattle, 
which conftantly remain in the woods, do ne 
damage to the crops. The fields, cultivated by 
the Indians, have, in general, a more luxuriant 
appearance than others, from the manner 1 
which they are cultivated. Being better tilled, 
and kept conftantly free from weeds, they can- 
not but produce heavier crops, which is actually 
the cafe. ‘The Indian huts in Buffalo are not 
fo bad as others I have feen, but. equally un- 

clean and filthy. 
Our 
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Our guide conducted us to a family, in which 
he faid a demi-French woman lived, which, 
however, was not the faét. On entering the 
habitation, we found the landlord engaged in 
bleeding himfelf in the foot. He faid he tuf- 
fered from pains in the bowels, and placed great 
confidence in this remedy, which he prefcribed 
and applied himfelf. T'wo leaves of fage ferved 
for a comprefs, and an old garter for a bandage ; 
he looked about for his tomahawk to fmoke aur- 
ing the application of this remedy. One or two 
other families live in the fame hut. he huf- 
bands, fathers, and brothers were fitting before 
the door; the women were in the fields; we 
were’ compelled to wait their return, to learn 
whether they had any eges or milk. When 
they came home, we found that they had none. 
They gave us, however, butter-milk, and very 
good butter. During the two hours we palled 
among them, nothing particular occurred. ‘There 
is but little expreffion in their faces, httle cheer- 
fulnefs, and little fagacity. They were ex- 
tremely curious, as. every one would be, who 
has feen nothing. They laid hold of our watches, 
our compafs, our pencils, and bridles, viewed 
them with much attention, yet without the leaft 
mark of aftonifhment or fatisfaction ; but re- 
mained as cold and unconcerned as three-fourths 


of 











316 TRAVELS THROUGH 


of the American country-people remain on fimi- 
jar occafions, though they are as curious as the 
Indians, 

I had bought at Philadelphia a great quantity 
of trifles, with a view ef diftributing them 
among thefe people, who, I knew, are exceflively 
fond of them. With thefe trifles we paid what 
fervices they had rendered us; but I diftributed 
my fineries far beyond their amount ; men and 
women feemed to receive them with aftonifh- 
ment rather than pleafure. ‘The young girls ap- 
peared more pleafed with them than the reft, 
Three or four of thefe were very handfome; 
and I fancied that I could obferve in their man- 
ners a certain modefty, which I love to fee 
blended with beauty. 

The Indians feem to occupy themfelves much 
with their children; they are extremely fond 
of them during their childhood, and their af- 
fectionate attachment frequently lafts far beyond 
that tender age. Sucking children are generally 
fufpended in a bafket, faftened to the ceiling by 
long ropes, and thus rocked. When the mother 
§0€s on a journey, or to work, the babe is put 
into a fort of portable cradle, the back and lower 
part of which are made of wood; it is laced bes 
fore with ftraps of cloth, with which the child 


can be tied as faft as they pleafe. ‘This fort of 
cradle 
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cradle is carried by means of a ftrap, tied around 
the forehead of the mother. In this manner the 
Indians generally carry all their burthens. 

Few Indians live to be very old. They who 
srow old and infirm are put to death by their 
children, who confider this aé&t as a duty they 
are bound to perform, in order to fave their pa- 
rents from the miferies of old age. However, 
they do not always fulfil this duty. Let this bar- 
barous cuftom be fairly confidered, and it will 
be found in fome manner confi{tent with reafon ; 
for of what ufe and value is life, when nothing 
can be expected but forrow and fufferings ? 

Death is, with the Indians, no objeé& of terror ; 
and the relations of the deceafed grieve but little 
for their lofs.. Some howlings at the burial are 
the only figns or expreflions of their grief, while 
feveral days before and after the interment are 
{pent in feafting and dancing. ‘The entire pro- 
perty of the deceafed is frequently {pent in thus 
eating, drinking, and rioting to his honour. 

The imperfect civilization, which the Indian 
nations, we have feen, owe to their conftant in- 
tercourfe with white people, has altered their 
original manners, which it would be peculiarly 
interefting to obferve. Whitky renders them 
{tupid ; and whifky is known and fought after 
by all the Indians, who are engaged in the fur 
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trade with white people. Europe has inflicted, 
and will ever infli& fo many evils on every 
country difcovered by her, that it is neceffary to 
travel as Mr. MAcKENzi1E has done, beyond 
the known tribes, in order ‘to trace the original 
manners of the Indian nations: yet Mr. Mac- 
kenzie himfelf diftributed whifky as he went 
along. 

I fhall fubjoin here a few obfervations con- 
cerning the Indians, which, though they may 
not be perfectly new, will yet forma {ketch, 
not altogether uninterefting to Europeans, and 
which I fhall be able to improve from other 
accounts, efpecially from the narrative of the 
captivity of one of my friends belonging to Vir- 
ginia, which J] intend to introduce imthe fequel. 
But previoufly to my entering on this fubje&, 
I mutt obferve, that all the Indians we faw ufed 
every means of fhewing us particular kindnefs, 
on account of our being Frenchmen, whom, 
they told us, they love very much, knowing 
that their people have always been kindly treated 
by them, and particularly without any fort of - 
contemptuous infolence. On this account they 
conftantly called us their fathers. 

Age is fo much honoured by ‘the Indians, 
that in their language age and wifdom are fyno- 
nimous terms. 

Not with- 
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Notwithftanding this high eftimation, in which 
old age is every where held, and the great re{pec 
enjoyed by their chieftains in time of peace, and 
by their leaders in time of war, health, dexterity, 
and courage alone obtain diftinctions among the 
Indians. Although from difpofition and habit 
they are independent of each other, in all the 
concerns of life, yet they are never wanting in 
obedience to their chiefs and leaders. 

Hofpitality is- with them a duty, which it 
would be a crime not to obferve, and which 
they never fail to practife., ‘They confider re- 
renge as a duty equally facred. They conceal 
their vindictive views as long as they know 
they cannot be gratified. But neither the longeft 
period of time, nor the greateft obftacles, ever 
{tifle in them the imperious paflion for revenge. 
Although theft is very common among them, 
and more fo among the women than the men, 
yet the thief, caught in the fact, is compelled to 
reftore the property he ftole; and in cafe of a 
violent robbery, the conjurors are confulted, 
who condemn the robber to death. 

Homicide is atoned for by a fum of money, 
the amount of which is paid in a fort of fhells, 
called wampum, by which the price of all com- 
modities is meafured and adjufted. An offender, 
who cannot raife this ranfom, is delivered over 
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to the family of the deceafed, that they may take 
their revenge on him. Deliberate murder 1s fel- 
dom committed; manflaughter perpétrated in 
drunken quarrels is more frequent. Yet the fame 
indulgence, in regard to homicide and theft, is 
not fhewn by all the Indian nations. J have 
learnt from Colonel Brant, chieftain of the 
Mohawks, that among the Six Nations, who 
{till occupy lands near the Jakes in the dominion 
of the United States, and in Canada, and to whom 
the Mohawks and Seneca Indians belong ; every 
Indian, who has killed or robbed another, muft 
inevitably fuffer death. The murderer is genie- 
rally put to death by the relations of the perfon 
murdered. But every Indian belonging to the 
nation has a right to kill him, as foon as the 
crime is known. It frequently happens, that 
the offender, far from making the leaft refift- 
ance, voluntarily furrenders himfelf up for exe 
cution. 

Among fome nations the wife takes revenge 
of an unfaithful hufband, by a fimilar conduét 
on her own part; and the hufband, in the fame’ 
circum{tances, has recourfe to the fame means of 
revenge. Among fome the hufband puts the 
wife to death, if he catch her in flagranti deliéto. 
The greateft crime among the Indians is to touch 
a captive, even with her confent. ‘This crime 
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would be punifhed with inftant death. Iknow 
from Colonel Brant, that among the Six Nations 
there has yet been no inftance of fuch an offence. 
As foon as the captive is fet at hberty, there ex- 
ifts no farther prohibition; in cafe fhe confents. 
As they can neither read nor write, and yet.are 
defirous of tranfmitting the memory of their 
actions to potterity, efpecially the fortunate ex- 
ploits of their tribes; they effe@t this purpofe by 
cutting figures in the bark of trees; which, to 
thofe who are unacquainted with this fort of lan- 
euage, appear to have no form, but ate very in- 
telligible to them and their. pofterity, as long as 


~they are fpared by all-deitroying time... It is 


in this manner they record their exploits in 
hunting and war, the number of the fcalps they 
have torn from the fkulls of their enemies, &c. 
The wampum, which is their money, 1s alfo their 
ornament, and their pledge for the performance 
of every contract and oath. ‘They are more or 
lefs {killed in cafting up accounts, in proportion 
to the extent of their trade. ‘They count their 
months and days by the moon and the night, 
and their years by jummer and winter. The 
pole ftar, with which they are acquainted, guides 
them in their nocturnal journies. 
The cuftoms of the Indians, with refpec& to 
marriage, are various. In fome tribes the chil- 
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dren are given in-marriage by their parents; in 
others they make their own choice. Among 
fome polygamy is permitted ; with others it is 
not in ufe. In fome tribes the infidelity of the 
wives caufes not the leaft uneafinefs to the huf 
band ; in others it afflicts them to fuch a degree, 
that they frequently poifon themfelves; an a& 
of defpair, which is alfo fometimes committed 
by women from the fame motives. Marriage, 
however, is in general with them buta tranfitory 
union. Divorces are very frequent; and inthis 
cafe the children remain with the wife, together 
with all the other property. Converfation fel- 
dom or never takes place between the hufband 
and wife; the Indians.in general fpeak little. 
‘The wife, when fhe returns home from hard |a- 
bour, prepares food for her hufband, twice or 
thrice a day, who is ever fatisfied with what 
fhe gives him. If no meal be prepared, the 
hufband goes away without complaining,’ and 
eats with one of his neighbours. 

Their ufual difeafes are inflammatory and. 
putrid fevers, and the {mall-pox. The laft never 
attacks them, but when they are near the habi- 
tations of white people, to the care of whofe 
phyficians they commit themfelves with a to-. 
lerable fhare of confidence. If there be no me- 


dical perfons in the neighbourhood, they place _ hy 


equal 














r paren. 
ce, Ay 
tH othe: 
dey 


{5 t0 th 


fuch b 
elie 
nes Com 
es) a 
but tra 
nts an 
wile te 
veri 
» the ba 
a fea 
from te 
band, i 
ed wit 
pet 
pa 


meal! | 
rhe 


neat tt 


5 git! 
te 
jo? 


fy 


NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. $23 


equal confidence in their conjurors, who are 
often women. ‘The remedies, which the conju- 
rors apply, confift generally of the infpiffated 
juices of herbs. They alfo often caufe the pa- 
tient to be put into a kind of oven, or vapour- 
bath, to bring on a violent perfpiration, which 
is the moft common cure. Thefe vapour-baths 
are made by means of large ftones, heated as 
much as poflible, and arranged in the form of a 
circle, in the centre of which the patient is placed. 
Over this {mall inclofure is fpread a very low 
tent cover, made of- wool, the red-hot ftones 
are wetted with water, and when the patient, 
by means of this fteam, is in a {trong perfpira- 
tion, he is fuddenly immerged into the coldeft 
brook. This remedy is repeated feveral times, 
and proves often falutary in pleurifies and colds. 
But never is any remedy applied without fome 
concomitant myfterious ceremony; fuch as 


blowing upon the patient, dancing, howling, or 


beating the drum. Whenever they apply a re- 
medy, or practife their art, they invoke the Great 
Spirit, to whom, they fay, they are called in 
their fleep.. Pains in the head, and in the mufcles 


of the neck, are very common among the wo- 


men. ‘They are attributed to the manner in 

which they carry their burthens. 
The bite of the rattle-fnake is eafily cured, 
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the remedy being known to all the Indians, and 
ufually applied. I have already mentioned, that 
it is the rattle-{nake root (poly gala fenega, Linn.) 
The bruifed leaves are applied to the wound, 
and the juice, extracted from the root, is taken 
with a little butter or fat.. ‘There are, however, 
feveral other remedies againft this accident, 
which no Indian regards. The flefh of the 
inake is confidered as a delicacy by the Indians, 
and the flough; which the {nake cafts off twice 
a year, beaten ito powder, is ufed as a cleanfer 

of the blood. ik 
The language of the Indians, in their confer- 
ences; is always figurative. When, for inftance, 
they with to defcribe the reftoration of peace be- 
tween two nations, they exprefs themfelves as 
follows: ‘* We are making a road five hundred 
miles in length through the foreft ; we are tear- 
ing up the roots and branches that obftruct the 
way ; we are clearing it of ftones, rocks, and 
trees ; we are removing the hills ; we cover it 
with fand, and make it fo perfectly light, that 
all the nations can fee each other without the 
leaft obftruction.”” Although they condué them- 
felves with great coolnefs, in all their dealings, 
yet they often grow warm in the delivery of theit 
{peeches, and then {well declamation into mu- 
fical notes: the aflembly liftens in profound 
filence. 
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filence. The members of the council {moke 
their pipes all the while, and the orator, when 
he has done, fits down with them, and does the 
fame. ‘Their fpeeches may be as long as they 
pleafe ; they are never interrupted ; fince to in- 
terrupt an Indian would be deemed the greateft 
offence. In their deputations, their reception of 
ambafladors, and their negociation of treaties, 
they introduce much folemnity, and many ce- 
remonies. 

When one nation wages war againft another, 
they refolve on fo doing after due deliberation, 
but ‘never declare war againft their enemy. They 
come upon him in greater or {maller numbers, 
and kill and deftroy every thing within their 
reach. Whenever they meet with fingle indi- 
viduals, who belong to the hoftile nation, they 
treat them in the fame manner. There are, 
however, places of inviolability, where their 
hoftilities are fufpended. Such is a certain {pot 
on the banks of the river Miffouri, where a fpe- 
cies of {tone is found, of which they ftand in 
particular need, for making pipes. Here the 
bittereft enemies work quietly near one another, 
in breaking thefe {ftones, which they all alike 
want. ‘here are more fuch places, equally 


facred ; and no inftance has ever happened of 
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thefe places having become a fcene of ceontens 
tion. 

Peace cannot be concluded between two na- 
tions, but through the intervention of a neutral 
tribe; and untilit be actually concluded, thecon- 
tending parties continue to deftroy each other. 
As foon as the words of peace are proclaimed by 
the neutral nation, the ambafladors of the tribes 
at war meet and agree upon the ceffation of 
hoftilities. No other conditions are ever made. 


The propofals are reported by the ambafladors to 


the different councils of their ref{pective nations. 


All the chieftains now aflemble, fmoke the ca- 
lumet of peace, prefent each other with belts of 
wampum, and peace is definitively concluded, 
They do not give up the prifoners they. have 
made, who remain where they are in a ftate of 
flavery. 

‘When the Indians are at war with the white 
people, in which generally feveral nations join, 


the negociations for peace are ufually opened by | 
meflengers, deputed by the latter, who are fre- 


quently murdered by the former. “This hap- 
pened in the laft war with the Americans. Ge- 
neral Wayne, at the beginning of the year 1794, 
fent three officers, attended by three interpre- 
ters, to different nations, which had taken a po- 
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fition in front of hisarmy ; the fix perfons, who 
carried the American flag, were all killed. After 
the battle, which took place in Auguift follow- 
ing, near Lake Erie, and in which the Indi- 
ans were defeated, General Wayne, inftead of 
putting the prifoners to the {word, ordered them 
to be welltreated, and fent feveral of them back 
The Indians being 
difpirited by their defeat, as well as by the faint- 
nefs of the affiftance afforded them by the Eng- 
lifh, who had. excited them to the war, were 
glad to get their prifoners back, yielded to the 
general wifh aswell as neceflity of living at 
peace, and confented that negociations fhould 
be opened. Eleven nations had been at war.with_ 
the Americans ;. ambafladors for the eleven na- 
tions arrived ; and. the negociations lafted three 


months, 


As foon as the point has been agreed upon, 
that negociations for peace fhall be opened, the 
Indians confider peace as actually concluded, and 
for this reafon they bring the calumet of peace 
into the firft aflembly, whichis always very nu- 
merous ; it is prefented by one of the chieftains, 
To wipe the 
end of the pipe would be a great affront to an 
Indian, and might even lead to the rupture of 


and every one prefent {moaks it. 


the negociation, The fubfequent aflemblies are 
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lefs numerous. They are compofed of about 
three or four deputies of each nation, attended 
by interpreters; for all the nations fpeak differ- 
ent dialects. The fpeeches of the Indians are 
very long, and, at times, laft three hours. They 
are littened to, as I have already obferved, with 
the utmoft attention. Their remarks and an- 
{wers are often extremely pertinent and acute, 
The orators frequently mark down with wam- 
pum the leading points of their fpeeches, in a 
manner {carcely intelligible to any one but them- 
felves. By a fimilar arrangement of their wam- 
pum, the young Indians, who affift at the prin- 
cipal deliberation, report to the council of their 
nation net only all the propofals which have 
been made, but, in general, every thing that 

has been {faid. | | | 
The negociations being brought to a clofe, 
the articles agreed upon are written on a long 
piece of parchment, comprifing every thing that 
relates to every different nation concerned in the 
peace. ‘T'hefe parchments are figned by all the 
chieftains of the nations, who, for the moft part, 
ufe as their fignature a misfhapen image of the 
animal, which forms the diftin@tive mark of the 
tribe. One of thefe parchments, thus figned, 
remains in the hands of the white nation, and 
the other is delivered to one of the Indian na- 
| tions 
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tions concerned, which is moft numerous, and 
from which the reft receive copies of the treaty 
in wampum. Every thing being terminated, 
prefents are made, and the calumet is fmoaked 
by way of conclufion. 

General Wayne, from whom I learned thefe 
particulars, allows, that the Indians pofiefs an 
excellent difpofition, with much found under- 
ftanding and judgment. Inthe battle, which 
decided the iffue of the war, they difplayed the 
moft obftinate valour, bordering on blood-thirfty 
ferocity. “They even executed bold and tolera- 
bly {kilful manoeuvres, which, though they had 
undoubtedly been contrived and indicated to 
them by Englith officers, neverthelefs did them 
infinite credit. 

_ The Indians, giving a hofpitable reception to 
travellers, make them fmoke the tomahawk, as 
they ratify a peace by {moking the calumet with 
their former enemies. They generally fmoke 
a very pleafant tobacco, which is rendered ftill 
milder by a mixture of the bruifed leaves of 
fragrant plants, and efpecially of fumach. 

Let it, however, be remembered, that thefe 
general remarks on the manners of the Indians 
admit of many modifications in regard to fingle 
tribes and individuals. I have colle&ted them 
here, rather with a view of gratifying, as far as 
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Iam able, the eager curiofity of my European 
friends, than with an intention of prefenting 
them with a complete delineation of Indian man- 
ners, fuch as could fatisfy myfelf. Yet I can at 
leaft offer this picture as faithful, if imperfe&, 
though it be not drawn from my own. imme- 
diate obfervation. 

Buffalo Town is about four miles diftant from 
Lake Erie. ‘he road, which leads thither, runs 
under the moft beautiful beech trees and pines, 
and is for this reafon even worfe,.than that by 
which we came this morning. All this country 
is full.of dtagnant waters, and large. ftinking 
fwamps and morafles ; and yet we did not ob- 
ferve any agues among the Indians, who ‘feem 
Jefs liable to fuch difeafes than white. people. 

At length we reached Lake Erie, that is to 


fay, a fmall ,fettlement of four or five houfes, 


{tanding about.a quarter of a mile from the lake. 
A {mall creek feparated them from our. road, 
This creek is fo muddy, that nobody ventures 
to ford it on horfeback. The faddles are, there- 
fore, taken off: the horfemen pafs the creek, 
which is about twenty feet in breadth, in boats, 
and make the herfes {wim acrofs, though thefe 


‘find great difficulty in gaining the oppofite bank, 


We met, on our journey, fome troops of tra- 
velling Indians, and two or three caravans. of 
white 
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white people ; occurrences, which afford great 
pleafure. A fire, not yet extinguifhed, veitiges 
of a camp or refting place, nay, a broken utenfil, 
which has ferved for the ufe of a traveller, ex- 
cites, in thefe wildernefles, the moft pleating 
fenfations. The idea, ‘* lam not alone im. this 


vaft folitude,”’ cannot but be {till more important 


to him, who travels by himfelf in thefe forefts, 
than it was to us. And yet we enjoyed thefe 
emotions, in every part of our Journey, where 
the habitations lay at confiderable diftances 
afunder. Theimalleft portion of cleared ground, 


or a little wood cut down, 1s beheld with the — 


utmoft joy, and its afpect infpires the beholder 
with frefh courage to proceed, 

We had hoped to find Mr, Guillemard at the 
inn, but learned from the Indian, who had con- 
ducted him hither, that he had arrived here 
two hours ago, and had already proceeded on- 
ward on his journey ; he found it too tedious to 
wait for us; and befides, nothing could be had 
in the inn. He had very properly croffed over 
to the other fide; we intended to do the fame ; 
but it was too late. We were, therefore, ne- 
ceffitated to content ourfelves with a very poor 
fupper, and to lie down on the floor, wrapped 
up in our cloaks. Not the leaft furniture was 
to be feen in the houfe, nor was there any 
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milk, rum, or candles. With confiderable troy- 
ble we got fome milk from th neighbours $ but 
they were not equally obliging, in regard to 
rum and candles. At length we obtained thefe 
articles from the other fide of the river; our ap- 
petite was keen; we {pent a pleafant evening, 
and flept as well as in the woods. 

At Lake Erie (this is the name of this clufter 
of houfes) every thing is much dearer, than mm 
airy other place, through which we have‘hither- 
to pafled, in our journey, from want of any di- 
rect communication with other countries, to fa- 
cilitate the intercourfe of trade and commerce. 
There is fcarcely one houfe in this little hamlet, 
without a perfon indifpofed with the ague. We 
found ourfelves here furrounded by’ Indians ; 
fome of them had caught, with harpoons, feve- 
ral large fturgeons on the border of the lake, 
which they offered us for two fhillings a piece. 
The banks are crowded, nay rendered noifome 
with places where the Indians dry the fith, which 
they catch in great numbers in Lake Erie. 

From the {mallnefs of the lakes we had feen 
m Geneflee, we were much difpofed to admire 
this lake. We were charmed with its vaft ex- 
tent. Were it not for the oppofite bank, its 
afpec& would refemble that of the fea; as no 
other land was to be feen, and the profpect of 
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water was boundlefs. The banks of the lake 
are rather flat, and uninhabited throughout this 
whcle extent. Father CHarLevoix obferves 
in his travels, that Lake Erie received its name 
from a tribe of Hurons, who inhabited its banks, 
but were exterminated by the Iroquois, and the 
word erie in their language fignifies a cat. The 
immenfe number of wild cats, which are found 
on the banks of this lake, and the fkins of which 
are much valued, have probably given rife to the 
lame. 

At break of day Mr. de Blacons and myfelf 
proceeded to the place, where we were to crofs 
the river, three miles diftant from the inn. Du- 
petitthouars had hired a boat to fail down the 
river, which iffues from Lake Erie, is about three 
quarters of a mile in breadth, and is called the 
Niagara. We here embarked, and confequently 
left the territory of the United States. - 


MINERALOGICAL. OBSERVATIONS. 


I fhall here fubjoin a few remarks on the mi- 
neralogy of the country, which we have traverf- 
ed. Lowethem to Mr. Guillemard, who on 
this fubje& poflefles more ample and corre¢t in- 
formation, than I can boaft. 

In the vicinity of Philadelphia the rocks are 
all compofed of granite or gneifs.. The moft 
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common is a granite interfperfed with mica, 
and-you frequently meet with large ftrata of 
mica or talc. ‘The {trata of thefe rocks incline 
towards the horizon, forming an angle of about 
forty-five degrees. The layer of earth, fpread 
over them, is generally a fort of fand> of the 
{ame quality as the rock. . Under this bed of 
{and, a hard fort of clay is frequently met with. 

This large mafs of granite is interfeéted by 
veins of hornf{tone, calcareous fpars, and other 
lime-ftones, with very good marble. On the 
banks of the Schuylkill, and efpecially near Nor- 
rifttown, a-vein of fine marble thoots out of the 
furface; it is connected with the rock of gras 
nite, which, towards the north-weft, borders 
upon the river. 

The dire&tion of all thefe veins generally 
forms a right angle with that of the ftratum of 
granite, and they ufually drop in a line’ perpen- 
dicular to the horizon. 

In the whole neighbourhood, no petrifactions 
are. found of marine animals and plants, or of 
any thing fimilar; -but.in, holes, dug in the 
ground, as. well as in brooks, a ftone is fre- 
quently met with of a loofe and granulated tex- 
ture, which is eafily pulverifed, and bears a clofe 
affinity to fluor. 

Further 
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Further northwards, the foil, which. before 
was much covered with mica, begins tobe lefs 
fo, and the rocks contain lefs granite. Near the 
creek. Perkioming, a reddifh argillaceous flate 
is found, with which the country in general 
abounds, till you come within nine miles of 
Reading. Here begin ftrata of a {tone ofa light 
grey, and fometimes of a blueifh colour, which 
breaks into large fquare pieces, and feem: to be 
a {pecies of fluor. 

On the road to Reading, at a {mall-diftance 
from that place, are found large mafles ofa kind 
of pudding-ftone, confifting of fragmeats of 
gneifs and flate, imbedded in a dark grey ba- 
faltes. 

Near this fpot 1s found. calcareous *fpa‘, but 
in {mall quantities ; and in the vicinity of Read- 
ing is much lime-ftone. 

We were told, that pudding-ftone, in this 
country, is never found in ftrata; it is comnonly 
of a dark red colour, which is rather dull. 

The country about Lancatter, alfo, atounds 


in lime-ftone, but without any imprefion of 


marine animals. The adjacent {trata conhft of 

a greyith flate, and fink deep into the ground. 
On the banks of the Sufquehannah a firatum 
of fandy loam covers the perpendicular vens of 
gneifs 
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gneifs and flate, which, at times, form confider: 
able mafles. 

Near Middle Town the rocks are of a. red- 
difh colour, and contain much clay. On paff- 
ing the Peters’ Mountains; you meet with much 
granite; yet flate predominates: The rocks, 
which form the bafes of the mountains, or the 
{teep banks of the river, on the road from North- 
umberland to Afylum, exhibit but little variety 
in a mineralogical point of view. In fome places, 
the flate breaks readily into {mall plates; which 
are made ufe of to cover the roofs of houfes. 
No granite appears any more ; and both in brooks 
and rivers free-{tone is found, with impreffions 
of fea animals and plants. Quarz difappears by 
degrees. The foil confifts of fand, except in 
plains, meadows, and low grounds, which are 
covered with either rotten plants or vegetable 
earth. ‘The ground, in general, is fo much co- 
vered with earth, that a traveller, who has no 
time to explore rocks and ftone-quarriés, will 
hardly be able to form a complete and difcrimi- 
native idea of the minerals of this country. 

Near Loyalfock ftones are to be found, which 
have the appearance of bafaltes.. Some’ contain 
mica, but ina very {mall proportion. Above 
Afylum the rocks are of an argillaceous compo- 
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fition. The foil in the neighbourhood is, for 
the moft part, rich and fertile, The ftrata in- 
cline with a léfs acute angle, and frequently 
run parallel to the horizon. The ftone, when 
broken, appears of a teftaceous téxture, and its 
grain refembles metallic particles, not yet per- 
fectly formed. Free-ftone is frequent, and fo is 
bafalt. Broad level plains, expofed to inunda- 
tion, form the. greater part of the territory, 
which extends towards the diftrict of Geneflee. 


At Painted Poft, the water rofe, in December, 


1797, nineteen feet above the common level for 
the f{ummer months. The depth of the layers 
of earth, and the {wamps, greatly obftru& mi- 
neralogical refearches. 

The firft {trata, in which I found marine bodies 
in their native beds, are in the vicinity of the {mall 
lakes, between Lake Seneca and Crooked Lake. 
Near Friend{mill and Friendflanding, oyfter- 
fhells, with remains of other teftaceous animals, 
are found in a foft argillaceous ftone. Farther 
weit the argillaceous {tones difappear, and are 
fucceeded by calcareous. The country grows 
more and more flat ; but wherever the nature of 
the ground, or morafles, did not prevent us from 
examining into the nature and form of the ftrata, 
they ran nearly parallel to the horizon. They 
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are, for the moft part, of a calcareous compofi- 
tion, and contain numerous remains and im: 
preffions of fea animals. Of this defcription are 
moft of the {tones in Big Plain, on the Buffalo 
Creek, on the banks of Lake Erie, at leaft at its 
extremity, the only part which we traverfed, 
and on the fouthern bank of the river, as far as 

Niagara. 
As to the /pecies of TREES, that compofe the 
woods, through which we have paffed fince our 
eparture from Philadelphia, they are without 
number. I potlefs too little information on this 
fubje&t to difcriminate and enumerate them all. 
Thofe which I-diftinguifhed were the red, or 
{fearlet flowering, the afh-leaved, the mountain, 
and the fugar maple, the black, and the poplar- 
leaved birch, the curled maple, which, How- 
ever, 10 Pennfylvania and Geneffee, is but # 
middle fized fhrub, the button tree, the per- 
fimon tree, the {mall-leaved chefnut tree, an 
ath with deeply indented leaves, the white nut 
tree, the hickory, toe bermudian cedar,. the ben- 
jamin tree, the magnolia with indented leaves, 
the white {pruce and hemlock fir, the white and 
black oak, the white and black ath, the black 
and filver poplar, the plum tree, the cherry tree, 
the tulip. tree, the common fumach and the vine+ 
ear 
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ear plant, befide an immenfe number of fhrubs, 
for the moft' part with beautiful, yet feentlefs’ 
Howers, and a vaft variety of fylvan plants. 


The Hiftory of MR. Jounson, of V; ireinia, who, 
m1790, was taken Prifoner by the Indians,. 
written on board the Pigéon, in Odtober, 1794. 


The following narrative contains the hiftory 
of Mr. Johnfon, ah American géntleman, a native 
of Virginia, and of his releafe in the year 1790. 

Although this hiftory does not abound with 
remarkable events, and fome of them are rather 
unimportant, yet it appears to me interefting, 
inafmuch as it enlarges our knowledge of In- 
dian manners from facts, which Mr. Johnfon, 
a gentleman of veracity, of an unaffuming dif- 
pofition, and of a calm, temperate imagination, 
related to me himfelf, and which I wrote down, 
in a manner, from his mouth. 

Mr. Johnfon, inhabitant’ and merchant of 


- Richmond, in Virginia, found himfelf under the 


necefflity of proceeding to-Kentucky ; there to 
receive certain fums of money, due to his father, 
who was recently dead; and to examine fome 
witneffes beforé the fupremé@ court of tf ftate 
of Virginia, Havitig made the fame tour the 
preceding year, he fet out accordingly from 
Richmond, in the beginning of the month of 
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March, 1790, and proceeded with his friend, 
Mr. May, a creat land-holder in Kentucky, and 
an inhabitant of Peterfburg, to Kecklar’s Station, 
in Virginia, on the banks of the Great Kanha- 
way. ‘They found there James Skuyl, a mer- 
chant, of Great Breyer-court-houfe, in Virginia, 
who was carrying a large quantity of merchan- 
dize to Kentucky. They jointly purchafed one 
of the veflels, which, as they are intended merely 
to defcend the Ohio, and are not built to re- 
mount it, have no more durability than is re- 
quired for that purpofe, and are, confequently, 
fold at acheap rate. ‘They are large flat bot- 
tomed vefiels, without any deck; and are fold 
in Limeftone for the value of their timber. 
That bought by Mr. Johnfon and his fellow 
travellers coft thirty dollars. 

I ftate thefe particulars, though they may 
appear trifling, as they will not, perhaps, be 
found altogether unufeful; the emigration to 
Kentucky being at this time extremely frequent, 
and the way of proceeding thither by water be- 
ing the moft expeditious, the leaft expenfive, 
and the moft generally chofen of any. 

- Having embarked on board this veffel, with 
their merchandizeand ftores, they defcended the 
river, working the veffel themfelves. During 
the whole paflage of two hundred and ninety- 
five 
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five miles thence to Limeftone, nothing is re- 
quired but to keep the vefll in the middle of 
the ftream, which is: fufficiently rapid to carry 
her down, without the leaf affiftance from row- 
ing. At the confluence of the Kanhaway with 
the Ohio, at Point Pleafant, they found three 
other travellers, who were waiting for an oppor 
tunity to proceed on the fame journey; namely, 
WiILiLiaM Putyn, of Poit Pleafant, a petty 
trade{man, who was in the habit of travelling to 
Kentucky ; and Dotty ani Peeey FLEMING; 
likewife of Point Pleafant, who intended to pro- 
ceed to Kentucky, under the proteétion of 
Phlyn, a relation of their’s, and to fettle in that 
place. They were all of them fully aware, that 
the navigation of the Ohio is not exempt from 
danger; but they alfo knew, that inftances of 
the Indians attacking a vefld in the midft of the 
{tream are very rare, and that an attack ona 
vefiel, with fix perfons on board, was altogether 
unprecedented. They, therefore, made them- 
{elves perfectly eafy. Having left Point Plea- 
fant on Friday, the 2eth of March, early in the 
morning, they proceeded, during a paffage of 
twenty-two hours, with all the care, which the 
weather, when favourable, admits of in thefe 
forts of veflels. They had failed one hundred 
and fix miles ; it was five oclock in the morn- 
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ing; they were near the confluence of the 
Sciota, and had a fair profpeét of reaching Lime. 
ftone the next morning, by day- break. Pafting 
on with this expectation, they heard dreadful 
fhrieks, proceeding from two men, who fpoke 
Englifh, and told them, in the moft affecting 
tone of grief, that they had been taken pri- 
foners by the Indians, and had made their elcape, 
but feared to fall again into their hands. ‘They 
had not eaten any thin for thefe four days pall, 
and entreated, if they para not be taken on board, 
to be at leaft fupplied with fome provifion, and 


thus faved from the unavoidable danger of perith- 


ing through hunger. The fir and immediate 
fentiment of all the paffengers impelled them to 
faccour thefe unfortunate perfons. But a little 
confider ation excited ftrong apprehenfions i in fome 


ef them, left the affiftance, which they might “a 


afford thefe perfons, fhould throw themfelves int 
the hands of the Indians. Mr. Johnifon, as wel 
as Mr. May, entertained this fear, which, on the 
other hand, was combated as groundlefs by the 
ether two men; and the two women, yielding to 


compaffion (a feeling more prev alent in their fex, 
than our’s) declared it an act of barbarous cruelty, 
en the part of the above two gentlemen, to op- 
pote the faving the lives of the above two pet 


fons, in Ganger of inftant death, Johnion and 
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May, though ftill imprefled with the fame ap- 
prehenfions, felt extremely uneafy, when they 
confidered, that in confequence of their prudence; 
thé unfortunate’ men might, perhaps, perifh. 
They would not appear lefs humane than the 
reft, who fhared the fame danger, and accord-= 
ingly defended their opinion with lefs firmneds, 
than when they firft propofed it. ‘The two un- 
fortunate men followed the veflel along the fhore, 
as fhe was carried onwards by the current, Their 
mournful lamentations, their fcreams,; and ex- 
preffions of agonizing angutfh and defpair ftill 
increafing, William Phlyn, who derivéd fome 
kind of authority from his bemg accuftomed to 
this paflage, and in the habit of frequenting Ken- 
tucky, propofed that he would go alone, anid carry 
bread to the unfortunate fufferers, if his compa- 
nions would land him on fhore. He contended, 


that he fhould difcern the Indians from afar, if 


they made their appearance ; that, in this cailé, 
the veffel might eafily regain the middle of the 


ftream; and that he would make the journey 


to Limeftone on foot, without falling mto the 
hands of the Indians. It would have beer ex- 
tremely hard to oppofe this propofal, which was 
feconded by the two women, and by James Skuyl 

Mr..Johnfon and: Mr. May, therefore, yielded, 


rather out-of weaknefs, than from any, hearty 


L 4 - appro- 
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approbation of the meafure. They fteered to. 
wards the fhore, where the two. fufferers were 
dragging themfelves along, as if tormented. by 
the moft excruciating pains. Why is it, that 
humanity and candour muft fo frequently fall 
victims to artifice and fraud? The apprehenfion 


of the two gentlemen were but too well founded, 


‘he two men were two traitors, fuborned by the | 


Indians to decoy the veffel to the fhore. The In- 
dians followed them, at fome diftance, conftantly 
concealing themfelves behind trees. The mo- 
ment the veflel reached the fhore, they burft 
forth, about twenty-five or thirty in number, 
raifed a dreadful howl, and fired on the paflen. 


gers. Two of them were killed by the firft firing, 


and the reft, in equal aftonifhment and terror, 
endeavoured to regain the middle of the ftream. 
But being too near the fhore, and their activity 


and dexterity being feverely checked by the proxy 


mity of the impending danger, they made but 
little way. The two perfons killed were Mr. 
May and Dolly Fleming. The Indians conti; 


nued to fire. James Skuyl was wounded, and. 


two horfes, which were on board, were killed, 
All this increafed the terror of the three travele 
lers, who were yet able to work, and impaired 
their exertions. The fury of the Indians increafed 


IM proportion to their hope of fuccefs. Some 


threw 


ore 
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CY 7 a 
ib threw themiclves into the river, and {wam to- 
fies wards the fhip; thofe who remained on {hore 
Ih threatened to fire on the paffengers, if they 
me fhould make the leaft refiftance, and kept their 
vn pieces conftantly tevelled ene them. The 
nd ; {wimmers broughtithe fhip abcordingty on fhore ; 
shi and the unfortunate Americans were obliged to 

" land under the continued howl of the Indians, 
In which, however, were no longer the accents of 
Nee, rage, but fhouts of joy, on account of the feizure 
= , of their prey. The Indians offered them their 
om hands, which they fhook with more or lefs fatis- 
ty he faction, in proportion to the greater or lefs de- 
Lon gree of fear they felt, which we may eafily con- 
yt ceive not to have been fmall. This reception, 
neat a however, in fome meafure allayed their appre- 
eof tee henfion. While fome of the Indians were thus 
nd. there fatuting the prifoners, and led them away from 
ke be the fhore, the reft were bufied in landing all the 
the a merchandize and ftores. Some cut wood, and 
ktled we made a fire. Thefe arrangements were foon 
Ipc made. The articles found in the fhip were car- 
oun ried to the fire, as well as the two unfortunate 
ya!  perfons who had been fhot. The latter were 
he ta completely ftripped of their clothes, {calped on 
ol the fpot, and their corpfes thrown into the river. 
jai Mr. May was an intimate friend of Mr. John-— 
fa * fon; and the latter is yet at a lofs for adequate 


terms Lik ) 
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terms to exprefs the horror he felt at this dreadfuj 


fight, which for fome time overpowered all hig - 


apprehenfion concerning his own fafety. The 
{calps were dried by the fire, to inicreafe the tros 
phies of the tribe. . 

While the male prifoners were {tripped of 
what articles they had about them, with more oy 
lefs rigour, according to the whims of thofe who 
took this tafk upon them, or happened to be the 


neareft, the clothes of Peggy Fleming were not - 


touched. Mr. Johnfon’s coat and warttcoat were 
already pulled off, and half his fhirt, when an In- 


dian, who hitherto had not concerned himfelf- 


with his drefs, returned it to him, -and {poke to 


bim who was pulling off the fhirt, in a tone not 


only implying cenfure, but alfo a right to offer 
it. The fame Indian gave him a blanket, by 
way of indemnification for the lofs of his coat 
and waiftcoat. His fltoes were taken from him, 


and inftead of them they gave him mockipons, ot 


Indian fhoes, made of deer-{kins. Hits breeches 
and ftockings were j babs ft him; all the clothes 


were added to the reft of the nee The In: | 
dians were now near feventy in number, among 


whom were about a dozen women. Their lea- 
der aflembled them around the fire, and, hold- ) 
ing the tomahawk im his hand, addrefled them 


in a fpeech, which latted about an hour, and 
which 
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‘ttt which he delivered with great eafe and fluency 


roti of expreffion, with geftures, and j in a tone of en- 
fi thufia{m, looking frequently up to heay en, or 
re cafting down his eyes on the ground, and point- 
ing now to the prifoners, now tothe river, Almoft : 

nee at every phrafe the Indians, who liftened to him 
arth with the utmoft attention, expreffed their ap- 
mi probation and applaufe with accents of deep, 
me ««-« Ournful exclamation. The booty. was divided 
lene  @mong the different tribes, which fhared in this 
=" enterprize. The tribe of the Shawanefe, being 
it the moft numerous, and that to which the leader 
mee a belonged, received three prifoners; and William 
i Phiyn fell to the fhare of the other tribe, the 
014 Cherokees. Every prifoner was given to the 
Aa charge of an Indian, who was an{werable for his 
- perfon. Although thus diftributed, the prifoners 
tga remained together, and neglected not to improve 
: o the liberty allow ed them, converting with each 
sp other without cont raint. | 
is 4 The two men, w ho by their lamentations had 
ne fi 


decoyed them on fhore, now rejoined. the Indians, 
, ‘Their wretched vid@ims poured forth againft 


them fevere reproaches, though they were fome- 


sae what foftened by the fear of being overheard by 
ne J the Indians. They pleaded neceflity, ‘and that 
e htt : they had been ordered on pain of death, to act 
jae ag they did. By their accounts, they were inha- 


bitants 
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re) 


bitants of Kentucky, furprized by the Indians, 


fix months before, in their own habitations; and 
had: already, feveral times, been employed in 


fimilar treachery.» The ftores found on board the. 


veffel ferved the Indians for their meals, in which 


they generoufly allowed the prifoners to partake. 


Night coming on, every one lay down to reft un- 


der the trees. The prifoners were furrounded by — 
the tribes to which they refpectively belonged, 


and fingly guarded by the Indian, who had the 
charge of them. Peggy Fleming, who was never 
left. by her guards, was, this night in particular, 


furrounded by women. Mr. Jchnfon was tied 


by the elbows; and the ends of the ropes were 
fattened to trees, which ftood far afunder, fo that 


it was altogether impoffible for him to lie downy 
Yet this was not deemed fufficient. Another 


rope, fattened to a tree, was tied around his neck, 


and from it a rattle was fufpended, which, if he 


had made the leaft motion, would have awakened 
the whole troop. The reft were treated nearly m 


the fame manner. The two white {pies enjoyed 


the moft perfed liberty. Some Indians were 
{tationed, at certain diftances, around the party, 


to obferve what was paffing in the furrounding © 


country. 


Early. in the morning the prifoners were un~ 
bound, and fuffered to enjoy the fame. liberty as’ 
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on the preceding day... About ten o'clock the 
Indians, who were pofted along the banks of the 
Ohio, reported, that a veflel was dropping down 
the river. The prifoners were ordered. to: joi, 
the other two, who yefterday beguiled:their prey, 
and to exert their utmoft efforts to decoy the paf- 
engers in the fhip on fhore. It is afy to coh- 
ceive, that the horror which they felt, on receiv- 
ing thefe orders, was {trongly combated. by the 
fear of inftant death, with which they were 
threatened, in cafe of difobedience and refufal. 
They were, therefore, under the neceflity of 
joining the other two white men. Mr. John- 
fon, however, though compelled, for the pre- 
fervation of his own life, to pretend to do hke 
the others, firmly determined not to make him- 
felf guilty of occafioning the flavery, or probable 
death of the unfortunate paflengers on board, 
by any voluntary action on his part; and,, con- 
fequently, neither to make the fmalleft gefture, 
nor to {peak a word. -And well might he {pare 
himfelf this trouble. His ‘companions exerted 
themielves to the utmoft, to excite the compaf- 
fion of the paffengers on board, who, without the 
leaft hefitation, {teod in towards the fhore, to 
duccour and refcue from flavery, thofe whom 


they thought unfortunate captives. Scarcely had 
they approached within a {mall diftance of the 


fhore, 
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i i fhoré, when the Indians, who, as on the pres is 
} eeding day, had ftolen along behind the buthes; it 
i haftened up, fired, and fliot the fix perfons on |” 
Ht *oard. Shouts of victory fucceeded to the howls i 
He of barbarous rage. The veffel was hauled on bs 
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fhore ; and two of the ill-fated paffengers, who 
were not yet dead, were immediately difpatched 
with the tomahawk. The fix fealps were tom | ™ 


off and dried, and the booty was divided, but ie 
with fewer formalities than on the preceding day; 
Soon after the fcouts made fignals, that three ’ the 
other veffels were in fight. The fame ftratagem " 
was employed; but, for this time, in vain. ‘The ‘ pr 
families on board, which were proceeding to fe 
Kentucky, did not appear to make any attempt iba 
to deviate from their courfe, but, on thecon- han 

a Ver 


trary, purfued it with redoubled activity. The 
Indians fired at the veffels, but, from the breadth = pur 
of the Ohio, which, in this place, is almofta ki 
mile, the balls took no effect. Yet the paflengers Bir 


were panic-{truck. Of the three veflels, which The 
they occupied with their cattle, they deferted qt 
two, and joined all in one; believing, that they By 
might thus proceed fafter, and more certainly a Xt 
make their efcape. The other two veflels they i 

00 


abandoned to the ftream. This oteafure infpired 
the Indians with a hope of feizinmg them, which 


they would never have attempted, if the paflen- 
gers; 
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gers, without leaving thefe two veffels, had fted- 
faftly purfued their courfe.. ‘The Indians, who, 
in all their enterprizes, are rather animated by a 
thirft for plunder than by real courage, ‘never . 
venture upon an attack, without being con- 
vinced, that they are fuperior in ftrength ; a con- 
viction, which they do not readily admit. In- 
fpirited by their number, by: the obvious panic of 
their enemies, and by the feparation of their 
means of defence, they refolved on purfuing 
them. Having on the preceding day captured 
two veflels, they went on board, embarked their 


-prifoners, and, with all pofiible fpeed, purfued the 


fleeing fhip.. The two veflels, which had been 
abandoned to the. ftream, foon fell into their 
hands; but, not fatisfied with their capture, they 
were bent upon taking the third, which they 
purfued with redoubled exertion, raifing dreadful 
howls, and difcharging all their pieces; :but their 


fire proved as ineffectual as their other exertions.. 


The fugitive veffel haying gained confiderably 
the ftart of them, approached a fpot, where the 
Indians feared to encounter new enemics. They 
were, accordingly, obliged to rglinquith their de- 
fign, and to content themfelves with the rich 
booty, which had already fallen into their hands. 
It confitted of effects, ftores, and other valuable 
articles, belonging to the four families, which 

| had 





firtt veflel they fhould find, the night being very 
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had jointly emigrated frorn Virginia, to fettle In 
Kentucky. They brought every thing on fhore; 
and, without diftributing the whole, fell eagerly 
on fome cafks of whifky. They drank fo largely, 
that all of them were foon intoxicated. Six of 
feven, to whom was committed the charge of 
guarding the booty, and who had been ordered, 
at the beginning of thefe Bacchanalian revels, to 
drink with moderation, retained alone the ufe of 
their fenfes. All the reft lay buried in @ pro- 
found fleep ; and, among them, the leader of the 
party, and the cuards of the prifoners. Wil- 
liam Phlyn himielf had drunk fo much whitky, 
as to be in the fame fituation with his matters 
Mr. Johnfon’s mind was too deeply affected by 
his dreadful fituation, to fhare in this difgufting 
bariquet. Totally abforbed ih the contemplation 
of the dangers and miferies that awaited him, 
and eagerly defirous of warding them off, if pof- 
fible, he conceived, that the profound fleep of all 


the Indians around him might afford the meats 


of efcape, and communicated his idea to James 
Schuyl, who was lying by his fide. The veflels 


were faftened to ftakes -along the fhore, at 4 


{mall. diftance from them; the fuccefs of their 


enterprize depended merely on ‘their flealing 
thither unobferved, throwing themfelves into the 


dark, 
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gn dark, and abandon. her to the ftream.  Succefs 
thy appeared as certain, if they could reach the vef- 
ale, fels, as inftant death, on the other hand, if they 
tak were apprehended. Jamies Skuyl the mote réa- 
vise | dily embraced this project, as, but half an hour | 
nh thet before, he efcaped death in a manner little fhort 
ad bite of a miracle. An Indian ran up to him, in the 
vill firft fit of drunken madnefs, with the dreadful 
er knife in his hand,.to {calp him, and would cer- 
a tainly have accomplithed his purpofe, but for the 
rire interference of two other Indians, lefs inebriated 
oi than he was, who checked his fury. The laft 
él words of this converfation were uttered in a voice 
ti fo very low, that it was impoffible to conceive 
‘kd they fhould haye been underftood by an Indian» 
ii who lay at a confiderable diftance, though he 
ao were even poflefied of a knowledge of the Eng- 
the cit : | aa : 

hth tongue ; yet he arofe, and and tied them in 
7 : the dame manner as the preceding night, without 
sa fhewing, however, the leaft paffion, nay, without 
at {peaking a word. | 
sai Thus the pleafing hopes of the two prifoners 
i were blafted on a fudden, and converted into re- 
i i newed defpair. ‘Tied fait to trees, feparated from 
yt ' -each other, convinced, by experience, that they 
fu were clofely watched, without the leaft intermif- 
on ti fion, even in moments when they might : imagine 
eat themfelyes to be totally unguarded ; they could 
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not but fuppofe themfelves doomed to a ftate of 


hopelefs mifery.. The remembrance of all they 
had heard of the cruelty of the Indians towards 
their prifoners, opprefled their minds with con- 
{tant horror. They were aware, that they would 
be yielded up to the groflett infults, and to lin- 


gering, cruel, and varied torments. . They con- 


fidered the Indians,. who were lying around them 
‘na ftate of fenfelefs, brutifh intoxication, as the 
inftruments of their tortures. It was with thefe 
painful ideas, that the two unfortunate prifoners 
paffed the remainder of the night. At break of 
day, the furrounding troop awoke; they were 
untied; and this day, the third of their captivity, 
was {pent in continued revels, kept up with the 
whifky, which had been left the preceding day. 
The leader, probably from an opinion that his 


expedition had already. proved fufficiently pro- — 7 


duétive, proclaimed his will on the next follow- 


ing day, that ‘t fhould be clofed; and the dif- : 


ferent tribes, which had taken a fhare in it, fet 


out on their way home. They all inhabited the — ee 


neighbourhood of the lakes Ontario and Ene. 
The leader of the moft numerous tribe was a oha- 
wanefe; the re{t were Lower Creeks, Wyandats, 


Mingoes, Othenwages, Delawares, Ottawas, Che- 


-pawas, and Cherokees. 


Johnfon, Jacob Skuyl, and Peggy Fleming, 
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ht aly 


4 as has already been obferved, had fallen to the. - 
Nee ody 


lot of the Shawanetfe, forty of which tribe were 


na prefent in this expedition. They left the Ohio 
Wi together; while William Phlyn departed with 
ms ah the Cherokees. On the firft day’s journey, John- 
sal ion was ordered to lead a cow, which formed a 
Thy part of the booty, found on board the two de- 
ng an ferted veffels. Jacob Skuyl, being wounded,, had 
mca nothing to do, but follow the troop. Peggy 
t Was Fleming, who was furrounded by men and wo- 
rut! = men by turns, could go wherever fhe pleafed. 
i, itt They were all three at liberty to converfe as they 
oes! = chofe, without the Indians having hitherto con- 
ftitt# ceived the fmalleft diftrutt. The vat booty, 
atw’  -whtich had fallen to the thare of this tribe, was, 
ith in part, tranfported on horfes, ten or twelve in 
ap number, found in the veffels, and in part carried 
fiitl by Indians, who, at times, loaded Mr. John- 
he tt fon with part of their burden. The firtt day’s 
(i: + journey was but five miles. The Shawanefe 
sn halted in a beautiful vale, where, under ftrag~ 
ja! Sling trees, about forty horfes were grazing, 
, ab which, in the courfe of the expedition, had been 
Ke taken from the different travellers, and fent to 
ats this dpot. ‘They had adopted this meafure, be- 
(3 au _ caufe they were to return this way; and it, be- 
ese fides, fupplied the horfes with food in the utmo 
ig? abundance. The cow was killed the firt day, 
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roafted, and devoured. What had not been — 


eaten, was left behind the next morning, when 
they fet out to renew their journey. ‘The leader, 
with cight or ten Indians, had, by this time, left 
the troop, mounted the beft horfes, and rode off 
to reach their habitations, before the arrival of 


the reft. They took Peggy Fleming with them, 


who, for the prefervation of her life, did allthe 


could to pleafe the leader, and the other Indians, 


on whom fhe depended. - Her good and playiul 3 | 


we. 


humour infured her fuccels. She was carried off 
on one of the beft horfes, and the apprehenfions 


of her-future fate were loft in the pleafure of her 
journey. Her two companions in misfortune, ~ 
unable to charm their mafters, as fhe did, con- — 
tinued their journey in*the fame manner, 8 
which they had begun it; except that they had 


nothing to carry, as the horfes were more nume- 


sous:'the cow too had been killed. The-troop ~ 


breakfafted on fome falt meat they had foundon 


board the veffels, and on the remains of the meals 


of the preceding day, and then moved farther 


onward. About twelve o'clock they halted. ; 


The game killed by the huntfmen was drefled, 


and the time of their halting was frequently de- 


termined by the good or bad luck of the chace. 
They fmoked their pipes before and after dinner, — 


and then fet out again ta purfue their re E: 
| : unt — 
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mn until about an hour before night-fall. At this 
ty th time they {topped to eat their evening meal, 
' is which was much like the dinner, ufually {moked 
a a pipe in profound filence, and then lay down to 
bib lew reft on hides. The prifoners were conftantly tied 
wie at night, and the journey was purfued in the 
vi i f fame unvaried manner: During the march, fome : 
ira Indians, generally the huntfmen, formed a kind 
ala of van-guard, and others brought up the rear, at 
er {ome diftance, to watch whether the troop were 
su purfued ; for both the miftruft and the vigilance 
‘ bi of the Indians are very great. The main body 
head _marched as they chofe, without the leaft order. 
sss Ay: If game was efpied, either by the main body 
5 okt or the rear-guard, they killed it.. But the van- 
nk guard feemed in particular charged. with this 
xcept duty. No more game is killed; than what ts re- 
es wat quired for the next meal ; and the woods are filled 
let. ; with it to fuch a degree, as to preclude all ap- 
t they prehenfion in regard to future’ fubfittence.. ‘The 
reas game killed is cut into large pieces, and put on 
then m0 ftakes driven into the ground. ‘The cookery is 
ck performed by the women. The Indians, on 
nt{men lighting their fires, take peculiar care not to fet 
y Ws if fire to the neighbouring‘ trees. 

uch” The prifoners, we may eafily conceive, profited 
jet” by the liberty they enjoyed of keeping conftantly 
| at together. Their melancholy converfation breathed 


A2z3 def{pair 
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defpair in confequence of their having miffed the 
laft favourable opportunity of efcape, rather than 


hope of meeting with another. Yet this hope, 


chimerical as it might appear, was not entirely 
abandoned. The chief of the troop had con- 


ceived fome miftruft from their being. con- 


ftantly together; and his apprehenfion encreafed 
at the fight of a knife, which Mr. Johnfon in- 
advertently drew out of his pocket, and which 


he had carefully preferved for the purpofe of cut- ; 


ting the ropes, with which he was tied at night, 


if any favourable opportunity fhould offer. On 


the prifoners being again fearched, a few guineas 
were found in the pocket of James Skuyl, which 
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had been overlooked at the firft fearch, and which — : 3 


heightened the miftruft. The firft means to” 


which the Indians reforted tor their fecurity were, 
to ftrip both the unfortunate prifoners of their 
breeches, inftead of which they were furnithed 
with a fhort apron, tied round their hips, and 


reaching half way down their thighs, which | i 


cloathed them in the Indian fathion. Their fhirts 
were exchanged for coarfer ones. Yet all thefe 
precautions were not fufficient, to allay the fears 


of their keepers. On the’ next morning the chief 
ordered the troop to {eparate into two divifions ; 


and James Skuyl to proceed with one, while 


Johnfon continued with the other; they were 
| both 
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both to reach the fame place of deftination by 


different roads. 

This new feparation proved extremely painful 
to Mr. Johnfon ; the fellowfhip in misfortune 
had converted a four-days acquaintance into the 
moft intimate friendfhip. Skuyl was his fupport, 
his hope, the only being with a Bea he could af- 
fociate; yet him he lott, left alone in nature's 
vaft domain, and given up entirely to his grief 
and apprehenfions, confiderably heightened by 
this lofs. The feparation from a dearly beloved 
wife, Mr. Johnfon faid, could hardly affect the 
heart with keener pangs, than he felt on being 
torn from this four-days friend. Yet how was 
he to oppofe the iron-hand of neceffity ? A wile 
man, and this is his chief merit, refigns himfelf 
to calamities he cannot avert: thus did Mr. 
Johnfon. He foon determined on concealing, as 


much as poffible, his painful fenfations, and, un- 
der the appearance of ferenity, to beguile the 


miftruft of his mafters. He was powerfully fup- 
ported in the execution of this defign by an in- 


nate firmned{s, calmnefs, and cheerfulnefs of tem- 


per. Though the hideous image of impending 
death would often prefs upon his mind, he found 
fome confolation in the thought, that not every 
prifoner is irrevocably doomed by the Indians to 
fuffer death ; but, that, at times, they employ 
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their captives to affift them in hunting, or adopt 


them as members of their tribes. He has repeats 
edly affured me, that even in moments of the 
moft imminent danger, during his captivity, his 


fpirits never failed him for any length of time, 


A ray of hope would conftantly re-animate his’ 
courage, though, wanting probability, it quickly 
vanifhed; but, though lefs miferable than many 
others would have been in his fituation, sae was 
conftantly wretched. ae 

The famenefs of the remaining journey was. 
not chequered by any remarkable events. The — 
marches. were longer or fhorter in proportion to 
the game they killed, te the duration of their 
fleep.at noon, and to the delight they found if” 
fmoaking their pipes. But their length spit 
depended on the will of the chief, and the ad- 
vice of the conjurors. ‘Their dreams frequently 
alter the dire€tion of their journies. ‘They fell 


in. with feveral wandering troops of Indians, 


which caufed a longer or fhorter delay, accord: 
ing to the haur at which they met: At times 
the two troops would dine together ; but they 


never parted without having informed each other 


of their exploits, and exhibited their prifonets 
wi ith pride and cftentation. At night Mr. John- 
fon was always tied loofer or tighter according 
to the whim of the Indian, who undertook this. 
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charge, without always belonging to his guards, 
being fometimes deputed by one of them, who 
had perhaps fome bufinefs in front or rear of the 
troop; and in this cafe the deputy would often 


endeavour to juftify the confidence placed in him, 


by tying his prifoner as clofely as he could. One 
night he was tied fo tightly, that the ropes cut 
deep into his arms, and were covered by the 
{welling they occafioned. Yet he dared:not to 
complain, for the whole party being interefted in 
the prefervation of prifoners, every meafure tend- 


ing to that purpofe could not but obtain univer- 
fal approbation. At another time he was beaten 


by the chief for no other reafon than‘ the ill hu- 
mour of this brute, yet he dared not to murmur, 


‘Once he was feverely beaten by an Indian from 


a mere brutifh defire of ufing him thus ; but this 
time his patience forfook him. He returned the 
blows with the approbation of the whole troop, 
They faid he had proved himfelf a man; none 
but women fubmitted to fuch treatment with- 
out oppofition. From that time he obferved, 
or fancied, that they treated him with more re- 


fpect. In the meanwhile the real commander 


or chief of the troop rejoined them,, after two 
days feparation. Having altered his idea of reach- 


ing home fooner than the reft, he refolved on 


{fcouring the woods -with his Indians, and it was 
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by mere accident he fell in with the troop from 4 Re 
which he had feparated. Peggy Fleming was sit 
with them, apparently much habituated to their 7] yar 


He matters, as fhe preferred their prote¢tion to the tis 
ue company.of Mr. Johnfon. A tew days after the =| we 
troop met a negro laden with whifky. He was J inj 

| the flave of an Indian, who was hunting inthe | af) 

i woods, and had commiffioned him to fell this 9 hic 
liquor. Within a fhort time the negro fold his a cet 

whole ftock, and followed the troop, waiting am the 


for his mafter. ‘The Indians halted foon after to ye, 


drink their whifky with more eafe, and to pre- _ ge 


pare for their entrance into Sandutky, which | > hire 
was diftant but a few days journey. Their pre- 4) yit, 
parations confifted in the complete procefs of an A oper 
‘Indian toilette, that is to fay, they touched up TF whi 
and refrefhed the colours with which the Indians . ee 
are accuftomed to paint both the face and body.) ify 


Every one is at liberty to paint himfelf after his en won 
own fancy, except that they all wear one Ct 3 - ey 
tain mark either on their breaft or arms. A ms 
black paint, prepared of charcoal, and a red, ing 
compofed of minium and cinnabar, are moft fre- Dix 
quently ufed. The whole body and face ae fe 
plaftered with thefe paints. They fuffer ther” 7] ,, 


| hair to grow only about the {calp ; and cutoff T doy 
| the reft, clofe to the head, either in irregular 7 kt 
lines proceeding from the eyes and the root of 7 te 
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the nofe, and branching out. from this central 


oint in various forms, or parallel lines extendin 
fp 7 


near each other in the fame direction... At times 
it is a fort of hair-drefs, on which apparently no 
eare is beftowed. But the fact is, that they at- 
tend to this fort of ornament with a peculiar care, 
and pafs whole hours before their looking-glafs, 
which they carry conftantly about them to com- 
plete their dreffing. This they value as highly as 
the handfomeft European coquette can do; and 
are as much pleafed, when. it is finifhed to their 
fatisfaction, as fhe may be. On fuch days. they 


¢ pluck off the hair from the eye-brows and beard, 


with more care, than they ufually be{tow on this 
operation. As to the common mark or fign, 
which they wear painted on their breaft or arms, 
it is generally the image of fome animal. . That 
of the tribe of the Shawanefe was a wolf. The 


women wear it in common with the men; but 


they paint only the cheek-bones, for the mott 
part, red. They fufpend {mall filver or tron 
rings from the whole cartilaginous part of the 


ear. The men wear them in the nofe. Either: 


fex generally wears a filver collar, from which 
a crofs is fufpended. A fhort fhirt, reaching 
down to the apron, which 1s tied round the hips, 
1s the common drefs of both fexes ; in cold wea- 
ther they throw a fhort mantle round the fhoul- 

ders. 
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ders. Such, at leaft, are the drefs and fineries of 


the Shawancfe. Nearly all the tribes ‘vary in this 
-yrefpect, as well as in many others. After the 


company were thus arrayed, they proceeded on 


their journey. The negro fpoke Englith; and, 


as the Indians‘entertained no miftruft againft 


him, he had it in his power, to impart. to Mr. 
Johnfon fome interefting information, which, 


though not calculated to infpire the prifoners 
with hope, yet proved to him extremely valuable 
and important. The troop was foon joined by ~ 
the matter of the negro, and fhortly after by two — 
other Indians, who took Mr. Johnfon by the 


hand, and conduéted him to the chief, whom 
they feemed to addrefs in a fuppliant manner, 
and with an air of fubmiffion.. At the clofe of an 
hour's converfation, the fubjeét of which was the 


prifoner, and after the petitioners had delivered 


two gallons of whifky, moftly quatted by the 
chief, Mr. Johnfon was furrendered to them and 
carried off. All his ideas were abforbed by the 


profpect of certain deftruction, which imprefied 


his mind; every ray of hope vanifhed for a mo- 


ment ; every perception was loft; he dared not 
to afk the negro, who, in conjunction with his 
mafter, had joined the two Indians ; ignorant as 
he was, whether he might not be connected with 
them; whether the compaflion,; he feemed to 
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‘tle fhew, were not an artifice to betray him ; whe- 

ie: ther he were not, perhaps, his moft cruel enemy, 

i , ‘his executioner! ; For fome time he moved on in 

re filence, and fecret de{pair ; but, being no longer 

Tu able to fupport the torturing idea of the acer 

evi tainty of his fate, he, at laft, with great timidity, 

mr had recourfe to the negro, and learned from hun, 

bs that one of the two Indians, to whom. he now 

ici belonged, having fome time ago killed an Indian 
: " of the tribe of the Mingoes, he was bound by 
xsi the laws of the tribe, to furnifh a perfon inftead 
i of the Indian flain, or; in default of this, to be 

thar himfelf furrendered. up to the vengeance of his 
John family ; that, being too poor to buy a prifoner, 
het he had prevailed upon the Shawanefe by his en- 
ppl treaties, and perfuaded the chief, by means of the 
tthe whifky, to make-him a prefent. of Johnfon, fo 
Sf ht that he now pertained to the tribe of the ‘Min- 
5 tal goes, but that previoufly to his being delivered 
“qt up to them he would pafs a few days at his maf- 
oct ter’s, who was a neighbour of the two Indians. 
abit The profpect of flavery was pleafing to Mr. 
ho B Johnfon ; he was happy even at this price to pre- 
nf ferve- his life, the lofs of which had been. con- 
ye tantly before his'eyes. He deemed himfelt more 
inf fortunate, ashe entertained a hope, that. by fome 
i -means or other he might. be able to fhorten the 
i period of his captivity. He journeyed on about 


four 


0” 











366 TRAVELS THROUGH 


four days with his new matters, and lived with 
them in the fame manner as with the former, 
except that he was not tied at night. His old 
mafters had given’ him back his clothes, and, on 
comparing his prefent fituation with his former, 
and efpecially with that which he expeéted in 
anxious fufpentfe, he felt happy. But this happi- 
nefs was not of long duration. His unlucky ftars. 
would have it fo, that after four days marching | 
he again fell in with the Shawanefe. The chief, 
who had now become fober, was no longer fo ge- 
nerous as before, and regretted his former gene- 


rofity. He demanded Mr. Johnfon from the two | 3 


Indians, but was refufed. The two Indians re- 
ferred to the teftimony of the negro and his maf- 
ter, which was in their favour; but, the Sha- 
wanefe being the {tronger party, they proceeded 


from demands to menaces, and from menacesto  __ 


acts of violence; the two Indians, deftitute of all 
means of defence, were eafily conquered; and Mr, 
Johnfon, thus torn from them, was replunged 
into his former anxiety and mifery. His fitua- 
tion appeared to him the more defperate, as a 
French merchant of Canada, who, being in- 
formed by the Indians, that the Shawanefe had 
a white prifoner with them, came to redeem him, 
but had met with a refufal from ‘the chief, who 
told him, that he meant to lead him with the 
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alin, other booty in triumph through his town. The 


it merchant promifed Mr. Johnfon, to renew his 
A application the next morning, but the latter had 
ar renounced all hope. The merchant actually came 
ih the next morning, according to his promufe, at 
tay the time of the arrival of the prifoner, and made 
Bitty == feveral trifling bargains with the Indians; but all 
Suh his applications concerning Johnfon were in 
CaN vain. The unfortunate young man, therefore; 
ft Th had no hope left, but what the profpect of oc- 
No currences, incidental to a journey of one hun- 
19 fo dred and fifty miles, the actual diftance of his 
n fin place of deftination, could afford. An event, 
tro ki with which his moft fanguine hopes could not 
0a have flattered him, foon took place. The Sha- 
;)  wanefe, proceeding on their journey, met an In- 


her dian with a horfe loaded with whifky; part of 
aT the booty was’ quickly exchanged for fome bar- 
tte rels. The next morning the destin da of the 
te booty went the fame way, and on the following 
a day they paid the Indian fer what whifky he had 
: bj left in horfes, which they had brought with 
bie them from the banks of the Ohio. The Sha- 
4 wanefe pafied fix days in a ftate of continual in- 
, toxication, and continued drinking until they had 


Chawite : | = 
a nothing left to drink. Afhamed to return to 
tote | ; ‘ , : 
val their tribe without any trophies, but one fingle 
vith : 6 wom 
prifoner, they determined on another expedition, 


In is 
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in which Mr. Johnfon was to co-operate. Yet, 
on mature deliberation, they found it full more 
advifeable, to fell the prifoner, in order to be able, 
to drink whifky, and drink 1t largely, previoufly 
to their taking the field again. The expreffion of 
yehemence and favagenefs in their. faces, which 
was heightened by the fumes of whitky, not yet 
altogether. evaporated, greatly encreafed Mr, 


Johnfon’s uneafinefs during thefe debates, It 


was in vain his woc-worn mind endeavoured to 
find out their object, when the following morn- 
ing he was called to the two chiefs, who ordered 
him to mount a horfe, and pufh on with them 
as faft as he could.. He now imagined, that his 


laft hour was come; but this time his fear was 


not of long duration. The place whither he was 
‘condu€ted was not above five’ miles diftant; it 
was the habitation of Mr. Ducu oqueEt, the 
merchant whom he had alreatly feen. After 
fome glaffes of whifky had been drunk, the bar- 
gain was foon ftruck; fix hundred {mall filver 
fhirt buckles, fuch as the common people wear, 
conftituted the ranfom, amounting to twenty- 
five Louis d’or. Mr.. Johnion's happineds may 
be eafily conceived, but he did not_yet feel it in 
its whole extent ; which is generally. the cafe in 
fudden tranfitions from extreme wretchednefs 'to 


a ftate of felicity and peace. This “rapid and 
complete 
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complete delivery from death and bondage ap- 
peared to him like a dream, in which he dared 
not to indulge. Mr. Duchoquet: endeavoured 
to convince him of the reality of his happy fitua- 
tion, and he began to believe in it, when the 
next morning the two. Indians, who had con- 
ducted him thither, again made their appearance. 
Mr. Duchoquet was himfelf of opinion, that 
they came to refcind the agreement, and con- 
firmed his new gueft in the determination he had 
formed, to fell his life dear, when one of the In- 
dians came up to him unarmed, and faid fmil- 
ing, that on the preceding day he had forgotten 


fomething,: which belonged to him, which moft. 


certainly he muft have miffed, and which they 
came to return to him. It was a code of laws for 
Virginia, which his matters had left him during 
his journey. Mr. Johnfon was lefs fenfible of 
the delicacy of this condué, hart even among 
refined Europeans would have been confidered as 
a proof of great attention, than happy on ac- 
count of the perfect fecurity, which this behavi- 
our of his former mafters guaranteed to him, and 
which continued undifturbed by any further ac- 
cident. 

Not being able to reach the fettled parts of 
America without a guide, he was neceffitated to 
wait the feafon, when Mr. Duchoguet ufually 


Vot. I. Bb went 
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went to Canada. Until that period he continued 
with him in his habitation, and affi{ted him in 
his trade with the Indians. This afforded him 
an opportunity of getting acquainted with feve- 
ral tribes, whofe manners and cuftoms differed 
but little from thofe of the Shawanefe. Unac- 
quainted with their language, he could not him- 
{elf colle&@ much information concerning them; 
and befides, he was too much occupied by his 
eager defire of being reftored to his family and 
friends, to ftudy the manners and habits of fa- 
vages, whom he was anxious to quit. He learned, 
however, from his hoft, that all the tribes in that 


neighbourhood believe in a Supreme Being, and- 


in the duration of the exiftence of the foul after 
the clofe of this mortal life. They hold, that 
the punifhment of thofe, who have rendered 
themfelves guilty of wicked deeds, and with 
them none are wicked deeds but inactivity and 
cowardice’ in hunting and warfare, and perfidy to 
their friends, confifts, in their being removed after 
death into unhealthy woods, where there is no 
other game but fmall birds; while they, who 
have conftantly obferved an honeft, gallant con- 


duct, are tranfplanted into forefts, abounding with 


the largeft game, of which the numbers never 
diminifh. He farther was informed by his hoft, 
that Indian women, called in their language 

{quaws; 
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{quaws, are kept by their hufbands in a fort of” 


flavery;: frequently beaten, and in cafe of adul- 
tery often maimed by them—a punifhmerit which 
they are much inclined to inflict... ‘Girls, or un- 


married women,on the contrary enjoy full liberty, . 


to gratify their defires as they pleafe ; and fo far 
from their forfeiting bythis bea entinn the efteem 
of the men, a woman is held in little eftimation 
by the Indians; who, previous to her marriage, 
has not been engaged in fome amorous intrigue : 
“‘ for, fay they, ‘ difdained as the has been by 
all men, fhe is unworthy of ldve.” According 
to his obfervation, the Shawanete are lazy, im- 
prudent, melancholy, filent, and without thought 
for the coming day. As to the general character 
of the Indians, he knew, that, whatever acts of 
cruelty they may exercife againft their prifoners, 
in particular againtt fuch, as they take in time 
of war, they are in their friendfhip true and faith- 
ful to a degree, which has long become obfolete 
among civilized nations. 

At the beginning of June Mr. Duchoguet fet 


out with his gueft on his journey to Canada. — 


Lake Erie was but. fifty miles diftant.. They 
embarked there for Détroit, where Mr. Ducho- 
quet refides. But, before-they reached Lake 
Erie, they had to pafs ‘the fmall lake Sandufky. 


A violent sult of wind drove them to a {mall 


Bb 2 ifland 
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ifland in the. middle of this lake, mbhabited by 
two Indian tribes. Mr. Johnfon was there in- 
vited with his friend to a grand feaft, given by a 
family in celebration of the recovery of an In- 
dian lady. The feaft confifted of a grand meal, 
preceded by a great deal of dancing around a’ 
large fire. Almoft all the inhabitants of the 
ifland- were invited. A fmall painted ftick fup- 
plics among the Indians the ufe of our cards of 
invitation ; and.thefe dances, thefe banquets, and 


large fires, are religious rites, deemed by the In- - 


dians extremcly efficacious in curing their fick ; 
invall probability they lefs obitruct their recovery 
at leaft, than the preicriptions of many phyfi- 
clans might do. 

Mr. Johnfon reached Détroit on the 13th of 
June ; and there feparated from Mr. Duchogquet. 
The Englifh governor ordered him‘ to be con- 
veyed acrofs Lake Eric in a king’s yacht. Thence 
he went in another veflel to the celebrated ca-. 
taract of Niagara, to conceive an adequate idea 
of which, is beyond the powers of human fancy. 
From this ftupendous water- fall he proceeded 1 In 
a boat along the banks of Lake Ontario, and 
thence on. the river Ofwego to Albany, New 
York, and Virginia, where, having been affliGed 
fix wecks by fate, favages, and mufquitoes, he 


rejoined his family, whom he had utterly def- 
paired 
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paired of ever feeing again ; happy, that fo many 
fufferings terminated in this fortunate, but unex- 
pected event. 


Lhe Hiftory of Peecy FLEMMING. 


Pegey Flemming continued with the Shawan- 
efe, when Mr. Johnfon was, by their chief, de- 
livered up to the two Indians of the tribe of the 
Mingoes. But he did not find her again, when 
he was furrendered back to his former matters. 
Two or three of them had carried her off; and 
after a journey of a few days, given her to three 
Cherokees, whom they met in the woods, and 
who carried her to Sandufky, where Duchoquet 
and Johnfon faw her, without being able to ob- 
tain from her one fingle word ; undoubtedly in 
confequence of a prohibition of her prefent maf- 
ters, who ufed her more rudely than the former 
had done. Some days after, thefe Indians brought 
her into the neighbourhood of the lake sanduiky, 
where they pitched their tents, and being much 
pleafed with the furrounding country, determined 


to pafs fome days in their camp. Mr. Mac- 
InrosH, partner of Mr. Duchoquet, proceeded 
thither, on the firft intelligence that a white wo- 
man was in the hands of the Indians, with a 
view to redeem her. A young Virginian, who, 
fomie years before, had been taken prifoner by the 

Bb 3 Wyandots, 
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W yandots, and by them adopted as a member 
of their tribe, accompanied him thither. He 
happened to know the whole family of Peggy 
Flemming, and to be perfonally acquainted with 
her. Being much liked and refpectéd’ by the 
chief of the tribe, he folicited of him the favour, 
to procure him this captive from the Indians, 
afferting, that fhe was-his fitter. The aged chief, 
in compliance with his requeft, paid the three 
Cherokees a vifit, and after the ufual compli- 
ments expreffed his with, that they might either 
give or fell him this young woman, in whom 
he profeffed to take the moft lively intereit. 
The Indians gave him a denial in terms, which 


grew peremptory in proportion as his entreaties 


became more earneft. hey threatened, that 
they would rather kill both him and her, than 


give her up. The old chief, being the weaker 


party, was obliged to yield. But the next mom- 
ing he came before break of day, attendéd by 
cy Flemming 


twenty Indians: of his tribe. > Pegg 


was tied to atree, around which the three Che- 


rokees were. lying in a profound fleep. ‘The 
Wyandots feized her; the old chief cut himfelf 
the ropes, with which the was tied, and as foon 
as he got her into his power, gave the three Che- 
rokees fome hundred {mall filver buckles, with 
which they were obliged to content themfelves. 

Peggy 
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Peggy Flemming was delivered up by the old 
chief to his favourite WHiTaker (this was the 
name of the. Virginian), who was: become a 
Wyandot Indian, firft from neceffity, and dfter- 
wards from choice. She was provided with 
clothes, and carefully nurfed by this tribe. Whit- 


aker had married.a young Indian woman, who 


took the greateft care of her. Soon after, fhe - 


was conducted under an efcort of men and wo- 
men of this tribe through the midft of the woods 
to the banks of the Ohio, oppofite to Point Plea- 
fant, where Mr. Johnfon learned from her the 
particulars of her adventures, and where fhe now 
lives, in the twenty-eighth year of her age. 


The Hiftory of James Sxuyvt. 


It will be recolleéted, that Mr. Johnfon was 


feparated from James Skuyl on the fourth or 


fifth day of their march. The latter, with part 
of the troops, proceeded by a different road to 
the habitations of the Shawanefe, where he was 
infalted, beaten, and otherwife ill ufed. On his 
arrival, his wound was almoft mortified, owing 


to the exceffive fatigues of the journey, and the 


ftings of the mufquitoes. He was, neverthelefs, 
kept to the hardeft labour of the tribe, 1. ¢. he 
was employed to cultivate the ground. {[t is in 


general the employment of prifoners, if they have 


Bb 4 any, 
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any, to relieve the women of a part of the tails, 
which have fallen to their lot. James Skuyl, 
though extremely uneafy on account o! his fitua- 
tion segs future fate, yet could not think of mak- 
ing any attempt to efcape through forefts, where 
at every ftep he ran the rifk of falling in with 
Indians. The fuccefs of fuch an undertaking 
was fo highly improbable, as to preclude every 
idea of it. Yet being one day informed by a wo- 
man, in whofe company he ufed to work, anq 
who feemed to fympathife in his fufterings, that 
he would be burnt within two days, he was irre= 
fiftibly impelled, to try every means of efcaping 
fo terrible a death. Furnifhed with a mutket, 
and fome cakes of Indian corn, he ventured, one 
ight, to elope from the habitation, in which he 
was guarded. He itole through the woods, and 
reached the bank of the river Miami. Here he 
was obliged to leave behind his mufket, though 1t 
ferved, at once, for his defence and {ubfiftence. 
Having faftened his cakes to his head, he {wam 
acrofs the river. He met great numbers of In- 
dians, in {pite of his anxious endeavours to avoid 
them; nay, he found himéelf under the neceflity 
of paffing by fome of their habitations. The care, 
he had taken in painting him felf, fome Indian 
words, which he had learned, during his capti- 
ity, and his firm deportment, gaye him the ap- 
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pearance of an Indian, and from this fuppofition 
he was actually feveral times affifted in his flight, 
When he thought himfelf out of danger, he had 
nearly fallen by one which he leaft fufpected. 
Having reached the bank of Lake Ohio, he in- 
tended to crofs it ina veflel, which he happened 
to find, in order to reach the ufthmus; the fer- 
ryman refufed to take him on board, as he mif- 
took him for a fpy, who intended firft to {e- 
duce him, and then to punifh him, if he fhould 
yield to his intreaties, He alfo told him, that 


the preceding evening a troop of Shawanefe had 


fearched the banks of the rivér in queft of a pri- 
foner, wha had made his efcape on the day be- 
fore that of his intended execution. He could 
not but recognife himfelf in this defenption ; 
celerity was therefore of the utmoft importance, 


and yet he was compelled to repair to the mafter 


of the veifcl, whofe habitation was two mules 
diftant. He.intormed him, that he was the pri- 
foner, of whom the Shawanefe were in fearch, 
and this man, fortunately more humane and lets 
{crupulous than his feryant, not only confented to 
his going on board, but would alfo carry him over 
himfelf, that he might fee him fafe beyond all 
danger. Having arrived at Détroit, he traverfed 
Canada, and the Northern States, and at length 


reached Great Brayercourt-houfe, where he has 


fettled. 
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fettled. At leaft he has hitherto given up the 


trade to Kentucky. 


The Hiftory.of WiLLIAM PHLYN. 

The diftrefles of William Phlyn, who was de- 
livered up to that tribe of the Cherokees called 
Chikamages, inhabiting a diftrict adjacent to the 
great river Miami, confifted in his haying been 
tortured two days together, until the fire puta 
period to his wretched exiftence.~ He loft his 
life, a few days after his arrival at the habitations 


of the Indians. James Skuyl, on his journey to 
J y to 


the town of the Shawanefe, faw the fpot, where 
he had been burnt'the preceding evening, but was 
not able to colle&t any farther information con- 
cerning the fate of this unfortunate man. 
Although the three lat {tories contain but few 
particulars, and are not infeparably connected 
with that of Mr. Johnfon: yet they will not, 


I think, be found altogether uninterefting, as 


they, in fome meafure, ferve to complete his 
hiftory. An acquaintance with that gentleman 
cannot but confiderably heighten the joy, which 
his fortunate deliverance muft excite in every 


feeling mind, and ftamp his reports with the au- 
thority of indubitable truth. 

I have forgotten to mention, that the two 
whites, who by their lamentation decoyed Mr. 


Johnfon 
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Wy Johnfon and his companions, effected their efcape 
the fecond night, when the Indians, after the 
capture of the two veffels, were almoft all of them 
intoxicated with whifky. Mr. Johnfon had ftrong 
zh, erounds to fufpect, that the Indians, fromomo- 
ct tives of friendfhip or of gratitude for their affift- 
tit! "ance in the capture of fo rich a booty, forwarded 


their flight. 
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TOUR THROUGH UPPER CANADA, 


ene 8 § ESE 


Saturday, the 20th of June, 1795. 


rw “HE veffels, in which we croffed the river 

Niagara, belong to the Englith, and are, 
for this reafon, in a better condition than the ma- 
jor part of the American veflels or ferries, which 
are entirely left to the will and pleafure of the 
owners, without any public officer taking the 
leaft notice of their condition, and providing for 
the fafety of travellers. The ferry confifted in a 
veffel of confiderable capacity, the fides of which 
were one foot and a half high ; it was tolerably 
ftaunch, and fufficiently large, to contain five 
horfes without any apparent danger. The matter 
of the veffel is directed to write down the names 
of the paflengers; ours were already known, 
General Simcoe, governor of Upper Canada, in- 
formed of our journey by Mr. Hammonp, the 
Englith ambaffador to the United States, had 
long ago given notice by the poft of our expected 
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arrival. Mr. Guillemard, who had croffed over 

on the preceding evening, had announced our in- 

tended arrival on the next morning ; and the Cap- 

tain of an Englifh frigate, which was receiving 
Nid fome repairs on the oppofite bank, fent us_his | 
boat, as foon as he perceived us. Our guide, 
Ponprit, had preceded us to the river to calk 
the ferrymen ; and the ferry arriving fooner than 
the boat, of the deftination of which we were 
ignorant, we f{tepped into the former. . The paf- 


a des fave from the American to the Englifh fide re- 
fh, quires four or five minutes, and from the Englifh 
than to the American fhore about a quarter of an 
id hour. Fort Erie ftands on the fhore of the 


lake, about two miles above the ferry. The com- 
mandant had defired the captain of the frigate to 
fupply his place, until he fhould be able to vifit us 
himfelf. We thought it right to return this act 
of civility, by immediately fetting out to prefent 


a | to him our paffports. We did fo, though we 
ae were not dreffed to pay a vilit of ceremony; but 
0) (Oe . : —s 

ty the rain having made our appearance ftill worfe, 
tt we determined on drying our clothes at the inn, 
jars until the weather fhould clear up, and permit us 
ta to proceed to the fort. We were not yet drefled, 
ne when the commandant arrived at the inn, and’ 
ae invited us to dinner, acquainting us, at the fame 
ed 5 time, that he was directed to fhew us every civi- 
qf ow | 
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lity in his power. This invitation was:.very apree- 
able to us; a dinner at a Governor s, after three 
day’s travelling through woods, is, a real feaft. 
We accordingly attended him to’the fort. 

Fort Erie, as it 1s called, though we know not 
why,* confifts of fome houfes roughly formed of 
wood, and furrounded with tottering palifadoes, 
It has neither a rampart, a covert-way, nor any 
other works. The buildings, which are ‘all of 


them block-houfes, are inhabited by the officers, 


foldiers, and a commiflary of provifion. © With- 


out the precincts of the fort, {tand four fimilar 


houfes, deftined for the habitation of the work- 
men, and a large magazine, or {tore-houfe, be- 
longing to the king. The upper ftory juts out 
beyond the sround floor, fo that all who fhould 
attempt to approach the ftore-houfe, might be 
eafily kept off with firelocks, by means of open- 
ings made in the upper ftory.f This fort is to 
be confidered merely as a.point.of defence againft 
the Indians for the Britifh trade on the lake, at 


the extremity of which it ftands. ~The term 


* Dr. Morfe fays, that Fort Erie is a flrong fortification ; 
an affertion, which it is impoflible to recon¢ile with the de- 
fcription given by the Duke, but by fuppofing it to have 
undergone confiderable improvement fince 1795.—-T ranfi 

+ Buildings of this conftruction are very common in the 


United States, as well as in Britifh America ; they are called — 


block-houfes.—-Aarhor. 
FORT; 
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7 FORT, in its ufual import, cannot by any means 
ert be applied to this place, which is even now ina 
elf worfe-fituation than formerly, fince the impend- 
mn ing furrender of the forts fituated on the oppo- 
kno fite fhore to the Americans, leaves the Englith 
tune no alternative, but to have either no forts at all 
na on. this fide of the lake, or to put thofe which 
us they fhall maintain in a refpectable ftate of de- 
+] fence. Fort Erie is garrifoned by a company of 
bee the fifth regiment, the captain of which com- 
1) pany is, at the fame time, the commandant of 
fi the place. Captain Prarr holds this command 
eal at prefent ; on account of his long fervice, he has 
hat been nominated major by brevet. The duty of 
nit the foldiers, who form this garrifon, coniifts in 
sish ftanding fentries; but. they are alfo obliged to 
al ferve on board the fhips, which belong to the 
Me: - government. Almoft all the. provifion, and all 
a ammunition, without exception, come from 
he fit — h , » 

a England, and acrofs the lakes. The navigation 
re on the river Niagara ends feven miles above Lake 
st Ontario, whence there is a land-conyeyance as 
Te far as Chippaway, nine miles diftant, where the 
ny fit? navigation for boats and ‘other {mall veftels re- 
iets" Ss commences, extending as far as Fort Erie. Here 
i the goods, deftined ior Fort Détroit, are laden in 
i fhips, navigated by foldiers from Fort Erie to 
ve Fort Chicpewsr: The return paflage is. ex 


tremely | 
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tremely dificult; and for this laborious tafk, 
they are allowed only fifteen fhillings, to be dif- 
tributed among five men, who’ compofe the 
crew.* 

The foldiers have a garden, where they culti- 
vate the neceflary vegetables, which by any other 
means they would not be able to procure. Their 
allowance of provifion, which confifts in a pound 
of flour, a pound of falt pork, four ounces of 
rice, and a little butter, a day, is, no doubt, paid 
for by the government at a very high rate; but 
to the foldiers it is délivered for two pence half- 
penny aration, which 1s deducted from their pay; 
amounting to fix pence per day. All the troops, 
quartered in Canada, are treated in the fame 
manner. Another company of the fame regi- 
ment is at Fort Chippaway, and the remaining 
eight companies form the garrifon of Fort Nia- 
gara.f Fort Detroit, and feveral other forts, 
which the Englifh ftill hold in their pofleffion, 
but which are to be given up to the Americans; 
are garrifoned by the twenty-fifth regiment. 
Fort Détroit ftands at the end of Lake Erie, on 


* This, no doubt, is in addition to their pay as foldiers.— 
Tranflator. 

+ Fort Niagara, as well as the other forts mentioned by 

he Author, were furrendered up to the Americans in July, 


1796.— 1 ranfiator. 
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the ftrait or river, which feparates it from Lake 
St. Clair. It was ere@ed about the year 1740, 
The inhabitants are moftly French, and ‘confit 
of about three hundred families. It’ is faid to 
be in a very flourifhing condition. About’ one 
hundred artillerymen are diftributed in Détroit, 
Fort Niagara, and fome other places, which I 
fhall have occafion to mention: The troops ge- 
nerally remain feven years in Canada; during 
which time the garrifons relievé each other every 
year. But the war in Europe, and the fear of a 
rupture with America, have’ occafioned various 
alterations in thefe ordinary arrangements. The 
regiments now remain three years in the fame 
place; a change, with which they alone are 
pleafed, to whofe lot it falls to garrifon the {mall 
forts. For the fame réafons, the regiments at 
prefent have but half their complements. 

A ftore-houfe, belonging toa private gentle- 
man, is alfo included within Fort Erie, but ftands 
apart from the buildings, which appertain to go« 
vernment. ~In this magazine are warehoufed all 
the goods, which. come upwards, and are deftin- 


ed for Detroit, as well as thofe which go down 
the river to Niagara, Kinefton,' Montreal, Que- 
bec, &e, They ate forwarded to their places of 
deftination, either in boats, when they go down 
the river, or in large veffels, when they are def- 
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tined for Détroit. The trade on Lake Erie 1s 
carried on in four or five merchantmen, befides 
three or four armed yachts belonging to the king. 

Peltry is the chict commodity exported from 

Détroit ; but we alfo faw feveral cafks of very 
fine maple fugar, made by the Indians... We 
were informed, that the quantity of this article, 
which. pafles yearly through this place, 1s very 
confiderable ; but were not able to learn its ex- 
a& value in money. Ihe owner of the ftore- — 
houfe hires, at times, about twenty Canadians, 
for the fhipping and unfhipping of the goods, for 
carrying them into the magazine, and tran{port- 
ing the boats by land to the lower country. The 
Canadians no. fooner learned, that we were 
Frenchmen, than they expreiied to us a {atistac- 
tion, attachment, and: refpect, repeated demon- 
trations of which our peculiar fituation obliged 
us to avoid. 

The: Chippaway, a king’s yacht, commanded 
by Captain Hara, arrived here during our refi- 
dence in the fort. He had been feven days pal- 
fing the (trait, which fhips frequently clear in two 
days. 

Hard cath or fpecie is extremely fearce in this 
‘corner of the world. It can come only from 
Lower Canada, but they like to keep it in Que- 


bec and Montreal. ‘Nay, the pay-mafter of the 
troops, 
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atl troops, on pretence that the conveyance is dan- 
t,t gerous, fends no {pecie for the troops, though he 
ote receives their pay in hard cath. -He could moft 
ort certainly not refufe it to the paymafters of the 
lis regiments, if, for that. purpote, they proceeded 
la to Montreal or Quebec, where he refides. But 
tv to undertake this journey at the expence of the 
Lay corps, would occafion too confiderable a deduc- 
lean tion from their money, which fhould reach its 
rol th deitination without the leaft diminution. He 
fy Ca accordingly remits it in bills of exchange, which 
the are paid.in paper-money, that every one makes 
ant to any amount he choofes, and which neverthe- 
rc lefs is univerfally received with a degree of confi- 
the dence, equal te that which obtained in France in 
tout the fecond year of the revolution. ‘There are 
it notes of this kind of only two pence in value. 
fist - hey are {mall flips of paper, either written or 


printed, frequently without any fignature, and 
‘hoo moftly effaced and torn, 
eat] 


or During our dinner feyeral Indians arrived in 


a boats.. They formed a fmall camp on the bank 
itd of the river, which we vifited on our return. We 
| experienced from them the moft cordial recep- 
fea tion, to which,. perhaps, the ftate of one of our 
a companions, not diffimilar to that in which moft 
an of thefe drinkers of rum found themfely es; contri- 
vit buted not a little. | 
Ld | Ce Sunday, ki 
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Sunday, the 21ft of June. 
After a hearty breakfaft onboard the Chip-. 


paway frigate, where we learned, that this veflel, 
which is about four hundred tuns burthen, and 
pierced for fixteen guns, coft five thoufand 
pounds fterling '—a proof of the enormous price 
of labour in this country—we embarked for 
Chippaway.. Major Pratt infifted on our taking 
our paflage ina veffel belonging to government, 
as he had particular orders to that effect. He 
manned it with fix foldiers, who were excellent 
hands at rowing ; and alfo direéted Lieutenant 
FauLKNER to attend: us as far as Niagara. No 
denial, on our part, could prevail with him to 
withhold this a@ of civility, which, even during 
my profperity, would have embarrafled me, and 
which now bore the appearance of fcorn rather 
than -politenefs.. We were, therefore, obliged 
to fubmit, and to affume the air of perfons, 
whofe rank “demanded this diftinction. We 
were now approaching the profpect of the Grand 
Cataract of Niagata, one of the principal objects 
of our journey, and which I had long defired to 
fee, We formed, every one of us, different 
ideas of this waterfall, according to our different 
powers of fancy ; each ftroke of the oars brought 


us nearer to it, and our attention being entirely 
+ turned 
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turned to difcover the foam, and hear the noife, 
we took but little notice of the banks of the 
river, which, on the fide of Canada, are tolerably 
fettled, of the uncommon width of its channel, 
or the majetiic courfe of its ftream. At laft we 
heard the noife, and perceived the {pray. The 
weather was rather unfavourable, {o that-we could 
not, at any confiderable diftance, enjoy this grand 
{pectacle. The rapidity of the ftream,’ which is 
perceptible feveral miles from the falls, foon car- 
ried us to Chippaway. A whole mile before you 
reach that place, you mutt keep clofe under the 
fhore, without which precaution the ftream 
would foon involve the boat, and urefiftibly hurl 


at to deftruction. You muft even make the ut- 


moft exertion in rowing to remount the Chippa- 
way Creek, from which the fort takes its name. 

We had no fooner landed, than, witi the 
utmoft impatience, -we haftened to the falls, 
{earcely returning with due attention the civili- 
ties wé experienced from Captain HamiILton, 
commandant of the fort. We accepted, how- 
ever, his invitation'to dinner, which onour account 
he kindly deferred until four o’clock, mounted 


our horfes, and, with Lieutenant Faulkner, pro- 
ceeded to the falls. ‘The diftance of Chippaway 
from the falls, in a ftraight line, is but a mile 
and a half; but the banks of the river form fo 
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many flexures, that the road; which winds along 
them, is three miles long. 

At Chippaway the grand {pectacle begins.. The 
river, which has been conftantly expanding from 
Fort Erie to this place, is here upwards of three 
miles wide ; but on a fudden it is narrowed; and 
the rapidity of the ftream redoubled by the de- 
clivity of the eround on which it flows, as well 
as the fudden contraction of its bed. - The 
channel is rocky ; and the interfperfed fragments” 
of rocks encreafe the violence of the ftream. 
The country is flat and even to this point; but 


here a range of white rocks arifes on each fide of 


“the river, which is contracted to half a miles 


breadth. This range is a branch of the Alleg- 
hany mountains*, which, proceeding from Flo- 
rida, previoufly to their reaching this point, m- 
terfe&t the whole continent of America. The 


river, more clofely hemmed. in by the rocks on 


the right, incroaching upon its channel, branches 


into two arms, one of which flows along the 
bank, formed by the rocks on the right ; andthe 
other, far more confiderable, being feparated by 


* ‘This principal ridge of the Alleghany mountains, which 
extend north-eaft and fouth-eatt, nearly parallel to the fea 
coaft, about nine hundred miles in length, and from fixty to 
one hundred and fifty and two hundred miles in breadth,.1s’ 
defcriptively named the back-bone of the United States.— 
Ll ran be 
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a {mall ifland, makes ftraight, on to the left, and 
{weeps through a bafon of ftone, which it fills 


a) with much foam and noife. At length, being 
me: again ob{tructed by other rocks, which it meets 
mk on its right, it alters its courfe with redoubled 
sarong violence, and along with the right arm rufhes 
ie down a perpendicular ledge of rocks one hun- 
lone dred and fixty feet high*, nearly half concave, 
wi and probably worn out by the inceflant impe- 
tie tuofity of the waters. . Its width is nearly equal 
of th’ to that of its bed, the uniformity of which 1s 
bis only interrupted by an ifland, which feparates 
on tal the two arms, refts unfhaken on its rocky bafis, 
bal and feems, as it were, to {wim between the two 
hot ftreams, which rufh down at once into this ftu- 
eine —*- pendous chafm. The waters of the lakes Ene, 
6 ths Michigan, St. Clair, Huron, and Lake Superiour, 
‘toga and of the numerous rivers, emptying them- 
fyi. felves into thefe lakes, inceffantly replace the 
su water that thus daflics down.» The water of 
fo the falls tumbles perpendicularly on the rocks. 


‘hi Its colour-is, at times, a dark green, at others a 


i foaming white, brilliant throughout, and dif- 
; playing a thoufand variegations, as it is {truck by 

uve the rays of the fun, or, according to the time 
i 

hat” * Other accounts fay, that the perpendicular height at the 

i gs cataract is only one hundred and thirty-feven or one hundred 

ye and fifty feet.—Tran/l. 
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a 


of the day, the ftate of the atmofphere, the 
force of the wind, &c: The water, which ruthes 
down the rocks, rifes in: part:in a thick column 
of mift, often towering above the height of the 
falls, and mixing with the clouds. The remain- 
der, broken 1 its perpendicular defcent by frag- 
ments of rocks, is in continual agitation’; {pouts 
and foams, and cafts on fhore logs of wood, whole 


trees; boats, and wrecks, which the ftream has 


fwept along. in its courfe. The bed of the river, 
formed by the two ridges of rocks which extend 
a great way farther, is {till more narrowed, as if 
part of this mighty. {tream had vanifhed dunng 
the fall, or were {wallowed up by the earth. The 
noife, agitation, irregularity, and rapid defcent of 
the f{tream, continue feven or eight miles farther 
on, and the river does not: become fufficiently 
placid for a fafe paflage till it. reaches Qucens- 
town*, nine miles from the falls. 


I crept down to the cataract; the defcent 1s 


very difficult; perpendicular fteps, hewn out of 
trees, caverns, and projecting rocks, the {cattered 
fragments of which warn the traveller of the 
danger from the defcent, without offering any 
hold, except fome decayed bufhes, which the im- 
prudent adventurer, who fhould place any er 


* In Upper Canada, on the weit fide of the ftraits = 


Niagara.‘ bad 
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derice on them, would carry with him into the 
unfathomed abyfs. Every thing feems calcu- 
lated to {trike with terror; but curiofity 1s as 
heedlefs as any other pafiion. The certain pro- 
fpect of a {plendid fortune would hardly induce 
me to attempt, what I at this moment did from 
the mere impulfe of curiofity. I frequently 
crawled along on both hands;. the zeal with 
which I purfued my object gaye me.a dexterous 
activity, which | was not confcious of poffeffing. | 
I feveral times abandoned myfelf entirely to 
chance, and thus I toiled a’mile and half to reach 
the foot of this ftupendous cataract. The pleaf- 
ing confcioufnels of having attained our end is the 
only reward of the exertions, by which we have 
obtained fuccefs.. In the courfe of our life we 
frequently meet with fimilar inftances. 

Near this {pot isa whirlpool, the fpray of which 
drenches your clothes even at a diftance. The 
columns of foam, arifing from the falls, mix 
again with the defcending ftream. The bafon 
itfelf is hidden by this thick cloud, and the tre- 
mendous noife, which is more violent here than 
any where elfe, is the only enjoyment to be at- 
tained. You may proceed a few paces on pieces 
of rock, lying between the column of water and 
the rocks from which it rufhes down; but here 


you 
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you are completely fequeftered from the world, 
you are eyen deprived of the profpect of the falls 
by the column of water, which, by 1ts denfity and 
motion, intercepts the free accefs of air to fuch 
a degree, that fuffocation muft unavoidably be 
the refult of a long continuance in this place. 

It is impoffible to deferibe the impreffion, 
which this cataraé made upon our minds. 
Fancy, which had long cherifhed the hope of 
viewing it, Now offered pictures, which might 
feem exaggerated, yet were much inferior to the 
reality. To attempt a defcription of the im- 
preffion we felt, would be equivalent to a def- 
cription of the falls; an attempt far exceeding 
our powers. The enthufiafm, which feized my 
foul at the afpect of this magnificent {pectacle, 


was too powerful to be weakened by our unplea- | 


fant journey back to the Fort; and it was not 
until I arrived at Captain Hamilton’s, that 1 
found leifure to notice my wearinefs, my hunger, 
my bruifes, the miferable condition of my clothes, 
and the time of the day.—It was two o clock. 
Poor Lieutenant Faulkner, who thought him- 
felf obliged to attend my Highnefs, unfortunately 
partook not of my enthufiafm, but merely affoci- 


ated in my ftruggles with various obftacles, and 


bore his fhare of contufions and fatigue. In 
| =, fpite 
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fpite of his exceflive politenefs. he feemec ex- 
tremely fad and dull, until fome glafies of wine 
had cheered up his fpirits. 

Captain Hamilton, commandant of Fort Chip- 
paway, which ts even inferior in ftrength tc Fort 
Erie, was fo kind as to detain us to dinner. The 
ennui naturally refulting from this dreary pott, the 
moaft dull af any, is beguiled by the fociety of a 
handfome, fweet, and lovely wife, and fix chil- 
dren, who conftantly furround him. They both 
received us in that plain, cordial, andeafy manner, 
which characterifes perfons who have conttantly 
frequented the beft fociety. 

Chippaway was formerly the chief place of an 
Indian tribe, which now inhabits the borders of 
Virginia. ‘The carriage rendered neceflary by 
the water-fall and its continued effeéts end: here. 
Previous to the treaty of peace of 1788, veffels 
were laden and difcharged on the other fide of 
the river near fort Slufher *, oppofite Chippaway. 

Befides the barracks, here as at Fort Ene, are 
{tore-houfes, which belong to government; and 
others, appertaining to merchants. The whole 
village confifts of a tolerable inn, and « {mall 
numberof other houfes; the ftagnant water of 


* The author mifnames the fort, which he calls fort Skuy- 
Jer.—Tran/l, 
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the creek renders it very unhealthy, and to this 
circumftance are imputed the endemic fevers, 
which every year afflict the inhabitants of this 


place. 


Monday, the 22d of June. 


We left Chippaway early in the morning, with 


an intention of once more vifiting the falls. The. 


rain, which fell in torrents, could not deter us 
from our defign. Ifaw itnow from a fpot, from 
which Mr. de Blacons had viewed it the preced- 
ing evening, and to which he defired to condu& 
us. This place is known in the country by the 
name of Table-Rock, and forms a part of the rock 
over which the river precipitates itfelf. Youhere 


ftand in the midft of its bed, and almoft in the wa- _ 


ter, fo that you can, with perfedt fatety, fee the 
river rufhing down at your feet ; but, advancing 
only two paces, you would be hurried to deftruc- 
tion. On this fpot you alfo enjoy the beautiful 
profpect of the foaming water dafhing along over 
the rapids of the awful fall, from which you are 
not feparated by any intervening object, and of 
the tremendous whirlpool, which engulfs it. It 


is from this /pot, that this wonder of nature fhould 


be viewed, if you would fee it but from one Spot: 
But it ought to be contemplated trom all fides ; 
: your 
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your aftonifhment will conftantly rife, and you 
will behold and admire in awful filence. 

The defcent is more eafy to the Table-rock 
than to any other fpot. It is much to be regret 
ted, that the government of a people, which fur- 
pafles all other nations for fondnefs in travelling 
and curiofity, fhould not have provided convenient 
places for obferving this celebrated phénomenon, 
at all poffible points of view. It 1s pleaded in ex- 
cule, that the number of travellers, whom cu- 
riofity leads to this f{pot, 1s inconfiderablé 5 that 
even they, who travel this way on account of bu- 
finefs, and ftop here to view the falls, are few in 
number; that only hunting Indians and idle chil- 
dren form the idea of creeping down to the falls; 
and that confequently nobody would be benefited 
by the money expended in providing an eafy ac- 
cefs. Yet all thefe pleas cannot juftify a arate 
of thirty dollars, for which expence the greateft 
curiofity in the known world would be rendere 
acceffible. =. 

It is fuperfluous to mention, that, notwith- 
ftanding the feverity of the wmter in this coun- 
try, the cafarac?, as well as the river above it, 
are never frozen. But this is not the cafe with 
the lakes, and {maller rivers, which fupply it with 
water, Enormous flakes of ice rufh conftantly 
down this cataract, when the thaw {ets in, with- 
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out being entirely dafhed to pieces on the rocks; 


and thus are frequently piled in huge mates, up 
to half its height. With the norfe, occafioned 
by the falls, we were lefs {truck than we expect- 
ed: and Mr. Guillemard, as well as myfelf, who 
had both feen the Rhine-fall near Schafhaufen, 
could not but acknowledge, that the noufe it pro- 
duces is far more ftriking. Yet, I muft repeat 
it again and again, that nothing can ftand the teft 
of comparifon with the Falls’of Niagara. Letno 
one expect to find here fomething pleafing, wildly 
beautiful or romantic; all is wonderfully grand, 
awful, fublime; every power of the foul 1s ar- 
refted ; the impreffion {trikes deeper, the. longer 
you contemplate, and you feel more ftrongly the 
impoffibility of any expreflions doing juttice to 
your perceptions and feelings. 

About a mile above the falls, two corn- mills 
and two faw-mills have been conftructed in the 
large bafon, formed by the river on the left. We 
examined, with peculiar attention, the moft dif- 
tant of them. It is the moft remarkable chiefly 
on this account, that the logs are cut here into 
boards, thrown into the Chippaway creck near 


its mouth, and by means of a {mall lock con- 


veyed into a canal, formed within the bed of the 
river by a double row of logs of timber, fattened 
together and floating on the water. The break- 


ing 














I 


thal 


» Ocal 


LWE Qty, 


\) 


mye i 


noes 
| mute 
{rand th 
pan, [i 
lating 
lertulh 
the {ul 


er, the 


A ; 


re rng 


ung yuo 
Ul 


two cmt 
nfracel 
athe let 


t, the ml 


1} id 
mata lo 


hoe) 
oa 


re cul! 


ray 
fal 08 


the! 
kh 
f 


sr, I 





NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. 399 


ang of thefe is prevented by other large balks 


floating at a certain diftance from each other, 
which form, as it were, the bafis of this. artificial 
canal. The water retains in this canal the ra- 
pidity of the current, and conveys the logs into 
the lower part of the mill, where, by the fame 
machinery which moves the faws, the logs are 
lifted upon the jack and cut into boards. Only 
two faws at a time are employed inthis mill. 
The power of the water is almoft boundlefs, 
but the prefent wants of the country do not re- 
quire a greater number of faws. The very in- 
telligent owner of the mill has conftructed it on 
a plan, which admits of the addition of a greater 
number of courfes, according as thefe fhall be 
required by an increafed confumption. On the 
fame principle he has built his corn-mill, which 
has at prefent only four courfes. The miller’s 
dues for grinding, as fixed by the legiflative 
power, amounts to a twelfth throughout all Up- 
per Canada, and for fawing logs to a moiety of 
the wood fawed. 

In the courfe of laft year a fulphureous {pring 
was difcovered at a few yards diftance from the 
bank of the river, which was, however, filled up by 
the fall of earth, crumbling from its verge. This 
{pring has again of late fhewn itfelf in the canal, 
which conveys the blocks to the mill. A ftone, 

laid 
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At | 0 
on laid over the fpring, prevents its water from bes — f 
| : ing mixed with that of the river. On theap- 9 49 , 
at proach of a fire-brand the vapour or fteam | 4 
is kindles, afflumes the colour of burning fpirit of i 
te wine, and burns down to the bottom.” Much i 
f time will probably dlapfe, before an enquiry fhall : m 
i be inftituted, whether this {pring be endowed ! i i 
‘ with any medicinal powers. pS me 
| An iron-mine, too, has lately been difcoyered F 
| near Chippaway creck. A company has affo- 
iN ciated for the working of this mine, and refolved “4 : 
on erecting an iron-forge in the vicinity of the e" 2 
falls. But this they dare not eftablith without ly 
the governor s permifiion ; for the mother coun- a 
| try ftill perfifts in. fupplying all its colonies with — u 
+ its own manufactures ; and refufes to relinquifha ‘ 
3 monopoly, that has already. coft it that part 6F <3 ay 
America, which compofes the United States *. ‘ ) 

But the company hope to obtain the defired per- 
t | miffion. ‘ 
The land all along the road from Chippaway 4), 
to New York is feemingly good, though not of , : 
the beft quality, and exhibits a confiderable num- 7 
ber of dwelling-houfes. The grants of land, madeé a 
by government in this country, are fome of them : & 
* Impolitic difputes, chiefly relative to the right of tax- £0 
ation, not this monopoly, occafioned the difmemberment of rk 


the Britifh Empire in America. —Zrav/. 
of 
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ie ef arecent, others ofa more ancient date; the 
T1t0th 

) firft fettlements are hardly ten years old, and the 
N ity ; 

ya major part only three or four. The houfes, en- 


cs tarely built with logs, are better conftructed, and 
it more cleanly than in moft other parts of the 
pe United States. The mode of agriculture appears 
a to be much the fame, as in other parts of the 
Me Union. The common price of land in this 
ont neighbourhood is one pound, New York cur- 
_ i rency, or two dollars and half an acre, if the pro- 
a mi portion of the cleared ground to the wooded be as 
’ a forty to two hundred, or nearly fo. Peculiar cir- 
vei cumftances, a favourable fituation, more exten 
ablh wi five buildings, &c, enhance the price. Through- 
molt out this whole tra& of country, labourers are 
sou not eafily procured ; and they receive, befides 
sto re their board, from five to fix fhillings per. day. 
+ it that The winter continues only from the middle of 
Unite December to the beginning of April. 
the det The roads from fort Erie to Newark are toler- 
ably open, and lie for the moft part over a fandy 
om (ii ground, which renders it more eafy to keep them 
i ahold in repair, The frequent paflage to and fro, in 
pide this part of the country, does not deftroy them, 
aso Such commodities, as are dettined for the upper 
Fe iy country, are unfhipped in Queen’s Town, and 
| goods, expedited from it, are embarked in this 
ete place. The different buildings, conftructed three 
all Vou. I. Dd years | 


iif 
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ah years-ago;,confift of a tolerable inn, two: or-three | 
a zood ftore-houfes, fome fmall*houfes, a block- | 
j (ch | houfe of tone, covered with iron,and barracks, | 
The which fhould be occupied: by the regiment of Ge- f 
i eral Simcoe, but which are now unoccupied, the , 
he regiment being quartered im another part of the 
| i province. . Mr. Hamilton, an opulent merchant, | > 
“ who is concerned in the whole inland trade.of this e: 
it part of America, poffeffes, im Queen’s Town, a t 
f -very fine houfe, built in the Englith ftyle ; he has : 
it : alfo a farm, a diftillery, and tan-yard. This mer- f 
ry chant bears-an excellent character; he 1s a mem- te 
ber of the Legiflature of Upper Canada, but at i 
prefent in England. Fhe si, 
| The portage was formerly on the other fide : i 
bat of the river; but as this, by virtue of the treaty, 5 
te falls under the American dominion; government 2B 
aT has removed it hither. The whole country, i 
: though extremely fandy, 1s covered with oak, ‘ 


chefnuts, and fine hickory trees, and fuch parts, 
as are better watered, bear, im common with all 


4 eS? Seer seo ee: 
| 


other parts of America, afh and maple-trees, 


2 It was on this fpot, that: Mr. de la Jon- ; 
QUIERE, commiffioned by the French Court to fw 
fecure the free navigation of the lakes to French : 
traders, formed his firtt fettlements, which by per- F 
miffion, and under the protection of the Indian . 

| tribe of the Yonnowfhouans, (who, with many | 

| | other 
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other tribes, have vanithed from this part of the 
globe), were afterwards transferred to Niagara. 

From the civil treatment we experienced, as 
foon as we reached the boundaries of the govern- 
ment of General Simcoe, we could not but ex- 
pect a kind reception on Ifis part; and yet the 
event exceeded our expectation. No fooner was 
he informed of our arrival, than he fent his adju- 
tant-general to invite us to dinner. Having juft 
alighted from his horfe, he could not come him- 
felf. We accepted his invitation, and fhortly af- 
ter dinner, he entreated us to remain with him, 
to fleep in his houfe, and confider ourfelves as at 
home. ‘To refufe this invitation would. have ill 
correfponded with the politenefs of his conduét, 
of the fincerity of which we were convinced. 
By accepting it, we greatly promoted our own 
convenience, as we had no vifits to pay in the 
town, which is full half a mile diftant from the 
Governor's houfe; and could not but expect to 
be moft agreeably entertained in his fociety, and 
to obtain from him the moft fatisfa¢tory infor 
mation refpecting the country, which fo forci- 
bly engaged our curiofity and attention. 

We foon underftood, that we fhould be oblig- 
ed to continue longer in Niagara than we origi- 


nally defigned, On my acquainting General Sim- 
Ddg2 coe 





oy. 


AOA TRAVELS THROUGH 


coe with my sntention to proceed to Quebec, he 
- nformed me, that, without the exprefs permiffion 
of Lord DorcHESTER, it was not in his power 
to allow any foreigner to enter Lower Canada; 
he even fhewed. us the Governor-general's pofi- 
tive orders to that effect, iffued in the month of 
OGober, and occafioned by the conduét of fome 
Frenchmen. Although the wife meafures of pre- 
vention, adopted by the Governor-general, as well 
as all other fteps tending to avert a revolution, 
met with my fulleft approbation ; yet | could 
not but find it extremely unpleafant, that Mr. 
Hammond in fo pofitrve a manner fhould have. 


affared me of Lord Dorchefter’s perfect concur- 


rence with him on the fcore of my intended - 


journey. On his afferting, that a paffport, grant- 


ed by him, was the only fufficient mean to ena-_ 


ble a foreigner to proceed from the United States 
‘nto Lower Canada, | entreated him, in addt- 
tion to this paflport, to write a letter to Lord 
Dorchefter, who, by ordering the fubordinate 
eommander to let us pafs, would have faved usa 


tedious delay in our journey; and the uneafineds 
naturally arifing from our incommoding Gover 
nor Simcoe for fuch a length of time. Yet, we 
were neceffitated to conceal our diffatisfaction, 


and wait until Lord Dorchefter could fend his © 
antwet 
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sn{wer to Kingfton, to which I requefted him to 
direct it. 

I employed my long refidence in Niagara, to 
acquire fome knowledge of the country, the at- 
taimment of which was greatly facilitated by the 
generous opennefs of Governor Simcoe. 

So late as in the year 1791, the adminiftration 
of Upper Canada was feparated from that of 
Lower Canada. It formerly conftituted a part 
of the province of Quebec. The adminiftration 
of it was much the fame as that of the Englith 
colonies, and depended entirely on the will and 
pleafure of the Governor ; yet was undoubtedly 
here conducted with {till more precaution, not 
only becaufe Lord Dorchetter, by all accounts, is 
a man of a mild and juft difpofition, but alfo be- 
caufe the leffon, given by the United States, will 
not prove altogether fruitlefs. The Britith Parlia- 
ment, at the fame time when it divided thefe 
two tracts of the province of Quebec into Upper 
and Lower Canada, gave them a reprefentative 
form of government, which, though all the 
{prings of this political machine are yet in the 
hands of the Governor-general, is framed in fuch 
a manner, that if this country fhould grow more 
populous, more opulent and enlightened, it will 
not prove an arduous tafk, to refcue the manage- 
ment of public affairs from this influence, which 
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at prefent is very great, and, in the actual ftate ot 
things, perhaps abfolutely neceflary. 

Lord Dorchefter is Governor-general of the 
Britith poflefitons in North America; the gover- 
nors of the different provinces are only heu- 
tenant-governors ; who, whenever he appears, 
yield to his fuperior authority ; and are alfo re- 
fponfible to him in all military affairs, if they be 
gentlemen of the army, which is by no means an 
indifpentible qualification for the place of a lieu- 
tenant-governor. In regard to ftate-affairs of 
whatever nature and complexion, the lieutenant- 
governor correfponds immediately with the Eng- 
lith miniftry. It is from them he receives his or- 
ders and inftru@tions, without being obliged te 


“communicate them to the governor-general, who 


is not even poffefled of the right, on leaving the 
different diftris of his government, to give the 
(mallet direG@tions for what is to be done during 
his abfence. For this reafon the Governor-gene- 
ral, except when prefling military arrangements 
call him from the chief town of his government, 
conftantly refides there, while the lieutenant-go- 
vernor, who has no bufinefs in that place, keeps 
as much as poffible at a diftance from it. But 
as no accounts of any public expenditure pals, 
without being figned by the Governor-general, 
he poffetles‘a powerful influence over all forts of 

operations 
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‘operations and projects, which at leaft require his 


approbation ; an influence that extends through 
all the different branches of his government. 

The Britith poffeffions in North America are 
divided into Upper and Lower Canada, New 
Brunfwick, and Nova Scotia. Only the firft two 
of thefe provinces are governed by the new con- 
{titution. The others are voverned as in former 
times. | | 

The boundary between Upper and Lower Ca- 
nada lies about one hundred miles above Mon- 
treal*, The extent of Upper Canada far exceeds 
that of Lower Canada, as, the weftern boundary 
being undefined, it comprifes all the known and 
unknown countries, extending as far as the Pa- 
cific or Great Sea, and is bounded northwards alfo 
by unknown countries. The population of Lower 
Canada is eftimated at about one hundredand forty 
thoufand fouls, and that of Upper Canada at thirty 
thoufand, but this eftimate feems rather high+. 


* The line between Upper and Lower Canada commences 
at a ftone boundary on the N. bank of Lake St. Francis, in 
St. Lawrence River, in the cove W. of Point au Boudet, 
thence northerly to Ottawas River and to its fource in Lake 
Tomifcaning, thence due N. till it ftrikes the boundary of 
Hudfon’s Bay or New Britain.—Tran/l. 

+ Dr. Morse eftimates the population of both thefe pro- 
vinces at one hundred and fifty thoufand fouls. Lower Ca- 
nada, in 1794, contained one hundred and thirteen thou- 
fand and twelve inhabitants.—Tran/fl. 
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The leading articles of the new conttitution of 
Canada are as follows: 

That the Province of Quebec be diadans into 
two provinces; Upper and Lower Canada. 

That it have two houfes of legiflature; one he- 
reditary ; one elective. 

That Upper Canada be deftined for the recep- 
tion chiefly of Britifh fettlers. 

That the allotment of lands in Upper Canada 
be, under certain reftriCtions, left to the authority 
of the local legiflature. | 

That the reprefentative houfe of cee be 
feptennially elected. 

That the clergy be provided for by an sie 
allotment of lands, amounting to one-feventh. 

That certain titles of honour be connected 
with the right to a feat in the herein houfe 
of legiflature. 

That the liberty of introducing more or lefs of 
the municipal law of England be left to the dif- 
cretion of the Provincial Aflembly. 


Upper Canada is a new country, or rather a 


country yet to be formed. It was probably for 
this reafon Gencral Simcoe accepted the govern- 
ment of it. He was fully aware of the adyan- 
tages, which his native land might derive from 
fuch a colony, if it attained perfection ; and ima- 


cined, that means might be found adequate to 
this 
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this purpofe. This hope was the only incitement, 
which could impel a man of independent fortune, 
and, as he fays, of confined wifhes, to leave the 
large and beautiful eftates he pofleffes i in England, 
and to bury himfelf in a wildernefs among bears 
and favages. Ambition at leaft appears not to 
have been his motive, as a man in General Sim- 
coe’s fituation 1s furnifhed with abundant means 
of diftinguifhing himfelf by ufeful activity, with- 
out removing to a great diftance from his native 
country, where, in fuch a cafe, he is almoft fure 
of being forgotten. But, whatever haye been his 
motives, his defign has been attended with confe- 
quences highly beneficial. 

The plan conceived by General Sicsene for 
peopling and improving Upper Canada feems, as 
far as he has communicated it to us, extremely 
wife and well arranged. Thecentral point of all 


his fettlements, and of the population of this 


country; he means to place between Detroit River 
and the plantations already eftablifhed in Lower 
Canada, within a {quare formed by Lake Ontario, 
Lake Erie, Détroit River, and Lake Huron. 
From a fuppofition that the Fort of Niagara would 
certainly remain in the poffeffion of the English, 
he at firft intended to make Newark the chief 
town of his government. But, fince it has been 


decided, 
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a decided*, that this fort is to be given up, he has 
| been obliged to alter his plan. A chief town or 


Ht capital mutt not be feated on the frontiers, and t 
) rt much lefs under the guns of the enemy's fort. He te 
ue has fince thought of York, fituated on the northern | 
Md bank of Lake Ontario, nearly oppofite to Nia- . mt 
sf | gara}; it is in this place he has quartered his te- _ & 
BS giment, and he intends to remove thither him- 
q felf when he fhall withdraw from the frontiers. Bi 
York, from its extent, fecurity, and fituation, ; 0 
offers an excellent road. The communication fy 

between Lake Ontario and Lake Huron 1s4acili- 74 

tated by feveral rivers and {mall lakes. The fur- 7 no 


rounding territory poffeffes a good foul, and affords 
all poffible means to improve the trade on the 


Jat ee ee 
— 


ae lake. Even in a military point of view its fitua- ‘ 

ai | tion is very advantageous. The banks of Lake fa 

, Ontario are likely to be firft peopled by the Ame- th 

ricans, and to become moft populous; and Lower ; H 

t Canada will always prove to them an object of of 

jealoufy and envy rather than Upper Canada. On 5 

- this ground it is extremely important, tochoofea = T 

| th 

* By the Treaty of 1794.—Tran/. | 1 fi 

| + York, defigned to be the feat of the covernment of Up- | ‘ 

tt pet Canada, is fituated on the north-weft fide of Lake On- ay 
tario, forty miles north by weft from Niagara Fort, and one : 

hundred and twenty weft-fouth-weft from Kingfton.—Tranf. 5 
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th fituation, which renders it more eafy to fuccour 
m fuch points as are moft expofed toan attack. Yet 
r Governor Simcoe feems to have relinquifhed the 
| idea of eftablifhing his refidence, and the feat of 
ite government, at York. He intends to remove 
th them to the banks of a river, which 1s to be fourd 
A, in all maps under the name of De la Franche, 
T and which he has named the Thames. This ri- 
ie ver, which ‘rifes between ake Huron and Lake 
te Ontario, but is not yet fufficiently explored, 1S 
ia fuppofed not to be far diftant from the Miami or 
io Great River. It flows four or five miles in a 
1’ fouth-weft direchon, and empties itfelf into Lake 
ait St. Clair, It 1s the Governor’s intention, to build 


his chief town, to which he has already given the 
name of London, about two hundred miles dif- 
" tant from this lake. A communication between 
hu this river and another, which falls into Lake 
i Huron, may be eafily eftablifhed, in the vicinity 


Ali 
a of Gloucefter, and by land-carriage a communi- 
i cation may alfo be opened with Lake Ontario, 
ff The Governor is at the fame time matter of thefe = —* 
iat two lakes, as well as of Lake Erte, which, though 
fifteen miles diftant, he can reach without any 
ost intervening portage, but one of three miles. 
fli Moreover, that part of Lake Ene, which lies 
He? neareft to the projected capital (Long Point), is 
- exactly the moft important point for the defence 
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of the lake, and on this point, which lies oppofite 
to the American fettlement on the peninfula, the 
Governor means to form a harbour, and ere@ 
confiderable works for its protection. It the ca- 
pital be {ituated on this fpot, it will of confequence 
enjoy feveral advantages, betides thofe which 
York would afford. It ftands nearer to the centre 
of the expected population; 1s more remote from 
the parts belonging to the Indians ; and the Go- 
yernor intends to ftation the troops, which yet 
occupy the forts to be delivered up to the Ameri- 
cans, in the pofts of Gloucefter on Lake Huron, 
of Long Point on Lake Erie, of Michigan, in two 
or three towns, which are to be built on the banks 
of the Thames, and laftly in York. This intended 
capital is furrounded by all poffible means of de«. 
fence, and is fo fituated, ‘that. it may fpeedily 
give fuccour, wherever it may be wanted. 
From the readinefs which government difplays 
in granting lands gratis, the Governor entertains 
not the leaft doubt of foon obtaining a numerous 
population. Many families, who at the begin- 
ning of the American war embraced the royal 
caufe, have fince the conclufion of peace fettled 
on lands, which were beftowed on them gratis. 
The American. foldiers, who fought under the 
fame unfortunate banners, obtained alfo an im- 


demnification in lands, on which moft of them 
have 
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have fettled. All officers, who ferved in that 
war, are likewife entitled to fome hundred acres, 
4 certain number of which are already cultivated 
by them. The Governor is alfo fanguine in his 
hopes of procuring many colonifts from: the 
United States: he relics on the natural fondnefs 
of thefe people for emigrating, and on their at- 
tachment to the Englifh government. There 
arrive indeed every year a confiderable number of 
families from different parts of the Union ; they 
do not all fettle, it is true, but fome remain in 
the country. He alfo reckons upon drawing 
numerous fettlers from New Brunfwick, who 
cannot endure the climate of that country. And 
laftly, the confiderable emigration from Europe, 
which he fancies he forefees, affords him cer- 
tain hopes of obtaining thence. a very nurne- 
rous population. Yet, by his account, the pre- 
vailing fentiments of the people render the ad- 
miffion of new inhabitants, who prefent them- 
felves, rather difficult ; efpecially of thofe, who 
come from the United States. For this reafon, 
he fends fuch colonifts, as cannot give a fatisfac- 
tory account of themfelves, into the back coun- 
try, and ftations foldiers on the banks of the 
lakes, which are in front of them. He would 


<= 


admit every fuperannuated foldier of the Englith 


army, 
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: army, and all officers of long fervice,.who are on I 
a half pay, to {hare in the diftribution of fuch lands , 
i as the King had a right to difpofe of. He would Hl 
Nis difmifs every foldier, now quartered in Canada, 
) iy and give him one hundred acres of land, as foon 
he as he fhould procure a young man to ferve as his . 
i 3 fub{titute. With his views to encreafe the po- ] } 
a4 pulation of the country, he blends the defign of a 
ee drawing young Americans into the Englith fer- BB 
ae vice, by which he will augment the number of : 
ri American families, attached to the King of Great ‘ 
i Britain. In the midft of thefe families of foldiers, | 6 
( which he intends to fettle on the lakes, and on 4 i 
i all the frontiers towards the United States, he | : 
: means to place all the officers, who, as has already ; ’ 
ee been obferved, have any claim on the lands. -He 7 L 
a propofes thus to form a mulitia, attached to the & 
an , King from habit and gratitude ; and this he con- P 
| | fiders as one of the moft certain means for fup- Y . 
b cee prefling the difturbances, which might be excited : 
: by fome difaffected new fettlers, who inhabit the f ( 
a midland counties, and at the fame time as one of | 
| the beft meafures of defence in cafe of an attack. 
By this plan of fettling amidft the foldiers offi- 
cers and gentlemen of refpeCtable families, whom i 
| he hopes to attract from England, he withes to 0 
> form a clafs of gentry, and to promote more or 
lefs 
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lefs the execution. of the project, clearly difcerni- 
ble in the new conftitution, to intreduce into the 
two Canadas art hereditary nobility. 

It 1s afferted, that all Canada, vaft as is its ex- 
tent, produces not the neceflary corn forthe con- 
famption of its mhabitants ; the troops are fup- 
plied with flour from London, and with falt meat 
from Ireland. In General Simcoe’s opinion Up- 
per Canada is not only capable of fatisfying the 
wants of all its inhabitants, but alfo of becoming 
a granary for England, and of creating a confi- 
derable trade by the exchange of this neceflary of 
life for other commodities ; nor does he entertain 
the leaft doubt, but that the activity, m agricul- 
tural purfuits, which he endeavours to excite in 
Upper Canada, will operate as a powerful example 
in regard to Lower Canada, and roufe it from its 
prefent fupinenefs and indolence. He conceives, 
that the vaft quantities of fifh, with which the 
lakes abound, and efpecially of fturgeons in Lake 
Ontario, afford the means of a fuccefsful com- 
petition with Ruffia, which fupplies England with 
this article to a very confiderable amount. 

‘The corn-trade is, in his judgment, far pre- 
ferable to the fur-trade, which appears to him at 
once unprofitable for Great Britain, and a means 
of opprefiion to Canada, in as much as it throws 
the whole trade into the hands of a few compa- 
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nies, and at the fame time renders them mafters 
of the commodities, which are imported from 
England in return. It is his wifh, that merchants 
may fettle on Lake Ontario, in Montreal, and in 
Qucbec; and, by the eftablifhment of a corn- 
trade, deftroy that monopoly which very juttly 
excites his indignation ; and he entertains hopes, 
that this will actually take place. 

The maxims of government, profefled by Ge- 
neral Simcoe, are very liberal and fair; he detefts 
all arbitrary and military government without the 
walls of the forts; and defires liberty in its ut- 
mot latitude, fo far as is confiftent with the con- 
ftitution and law of the land. He is, therefore, 
by no means ambitious of invefting all power and 
authority in his own hands, but commits to the 
lieutenants, whom he neminates for each county, 
the right of appointing the juftices of the peace 
and officers of the militia. By this meafure, he 
thinks, he fhall be able to attach men of weight 
and influence to government, and fubordinate of 
ficers to their fuperiors, and thus fecure addi- 
tional refources for preferving the good opinion 
and affeGion of the Canadians towards the Britith 
Government. All the juftices of the peace, whofe 
number is very great. indeed, poffefs the mght 
within their refpective diftridts of affigning, in the 
King’s name, to every fettler, with whofe con- 


duct 
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duct and principles they are acquainted, a lot of 
two hundied acres of land. The furveyor of the 
diftrict is nformed by: the juftice of the peace of 
the grant, made in favour of the new colonift, 
and of the oath of allegiance, he has taken; on 
receiving which information he gives the new: 
fettler a certificate, pointing out that part: of the 
diftrict, where he is to find. the land, allotted. to. 
him by the magiftrate. If he fhould- with for a 
greater quantity of land, he muft apply to the Ex- 
ecutive Council, 

_ From. the prefent {mallnef$ of the number of 
ne the inhabitants of Upper Canada; which, how- 
ever conficerable the migration may be, fora 
pet great lengta of time will bear no proportion to 
mh the extent of country to be peopled; General 
xl Simcoe enertains not the fmalleft with to en- 
ft large his territory at the expence of the Indians ; 
mic on the contrary, he receives with the utmoft 
jit. kandnefs thofe whom the Americans drive from 
ye their habitations; and this condué is extremely. 
hed wife. If, on the one hand, the policy of the 
nit united States require that, in the intermediate 
tb {pace between them and the Englith, there fhould 
watt not refide a people, who may prove dangerous 
from, their extreme fufceptibility of feduction, 
si who cannot be ufeful on account of their fmall 
aie number, and who, being a nation that lives by. 
“ Vor. lL. Ee hunting, i} 
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hunting, demand a large tract of country for 
their fubfiftence ; Governor Simcoe may, on the 
other hand, tolerate them, without the leaf{t dan- 
ger, on the frontier of the En glifh pofleffions, 
connect theni by this meafure more clofely with: 
England, and exafperate them7againft the Ames 
vicans, in order to take advantage of their hatred 
in cafe of need; efpecially as he finds they will, 
at any time, cede to him whatever lands he may 
defire. : | | | 
Although the fur-trade, in General Simcoe’s 
opinion, is not fo profitable to England, as many 
Englifhmen imagine; yet he will not divide its 
profits with the Americans ; who, by the furren- 
der of the forts, acquire a fhare in the naviga- 
tion of the lakes, and excellent harbours on their 
coaft; and of confequence, are poffefied of every 
means to participate in this branch of commerce, 


A communication, he thinks, may eafily be open 


ed between Lake Huron and Lake Ontario, by 


means of St. Jofeph’s River, which by relieving 


the fur-traders from the trouble and expence ot 
the circuitous navigation of the Détroit River, 
of Laake Erie, of the Niagara river; and of a 


great part of Lake Ontario, would difappoint the 


United States in their hope of receiving in fue 


ture; as. they: have: hitherto done,” any articles 
acrofs the lakes from the forefts, fituate above 


Lake 
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Lake Huron, and would. at the fame time free 
Englifh {nips from the neceflity of pafling by the 
forts of Détroit and Niagara, which are hence- 
forth to belong tothe Americans. Nay, he is of - 
opinion, that a direc communication might be 
eftablifhed between Lake Huron and St. Law- 
fence river, which would however require feveral 
portages, on account of the numicrous rapids 
which interrupt the navigation of that river, as 
well as of the {mall lakes through which it flows. 

The plan of military operation conceived by 
the Governor, in cafe of a war with the Ameri- 
cans, confifts in chiefly drawing them into the 
Englith dominions, where, under the protection 
of his forts, he can fight them to greater advan- 
tage.. He further intends to eftablifha refpecta- 
ble navy, compoted of {mall veflels, mounting 
heavy guns, which no American yacht can dare 
to engage, and which, if a defcent were openly 
attempted on the territory of the United States, 
would be well qualified to cover the landing. He 
alfo promifes himfelf much from the affittance of 


his militia, with whom he would make confi- 


derable inroads into the heart of the enemy s 
country. The communication between Lake 
Huron and Lake Ontario appears to him itil! more 


neceflary in time of war, as by means of this com- 


munication he. intends to cony ey into the latter 
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lake the galleys, bomb-ketches and gun-boats, 
which he purpofes to build at another town, ly- 
ing on the Thames, to which he has given the 
name of Chatham. 

The views of Governor Simcoe, I mean thofe, 
which concern the civil government, are un- 
doubtedly extenfive, and well planned. They are, 
in my judgment, the beft which can be conceiy- 
ed, in his fituation, as an Englifh governor ; and 
the poffibility of their being carried imto effect 
cannot be queftioned, if he poffeffes the confi- 
dence of government, and has plenty of money 
toexpend. He may alfo, in the execution of his 
plans, derive confiderable aid from the foldiers, 
quartered in his province. He is aware of the 
indifpenfible neceffity of habituating the troops 
to labour in a country, where he cannot hope to 
make them matters of a complex fyftem of tac- 
tics, and where laborious habits peculiarly fit 


them for that fort of warfare, which is beft adapt- - 


ed to the fmallnefs of their number, to the ene- 
my they have to combat, and to the difficulties 
they have to encounter. 

But the execution of his projets 1s neverthe- 
lefs, upon the whole, obftructed by numerous ob- 
ftacles; the greateft of which confifts in the Go- 
vernors determination to return to England at 


the expiration of five years. A plan of fuch vat 
magnitude, 
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13 magnitude, and which comprifes fo great a va- 
i riety of defigns, can be carried into execution by 
him only, who was able to conceive it. From 


in _ the very nature of the. principles on which. itis 
b built, and the intimate connection of its various 
7 parts, the fuccefsful. execution of fuch.a project 
‘ | {uppofes, on the part of the executor, befides a 


“y thorough knowledge of its ftracture and com- 
r plexion, courage, order, and a laudable ambition 
of achieving arduous and ufeful undertakings ; 
requifites, hardly to be met with in any perfon 
who may be fent to fucceed this governor. If 
tk fuch a-one be a man of moderate capacity, he will 
neither be able to purfue nor to execute a plan, 
which is not of a nature to be committed. to 
fubaltern officers ; and if he be poffefled of fome 
parts, as is generally the cafe, felf-love will dif- 
fuade him from purfuing a plan, laid down by 


4 another; and however pofitive and peremptory 
ws his inftru@tions may be, at two thoufand miles 
fe diftance they will be eafily evaded. Add to this, 
that fondnefs for military power, and the love of 
4 arbitrary authority are in every region of the 
4 ‘globe the ufual attributes of men in power. If, 
éf therefore, General Simcoe fhould execute his, de- 
/ , fign of leaving Upper Canada, two years hence, 
Y - he will hardly find fufficient time to lay the foun- ii 
6 | 


‘dations of a plan, which appears.to. him, and I iy 
a Ee3 think 
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think very juftly, extremely well adapted ‘to pro- 
mote the profperity of Upper Canada, and greatly 
enlarge the interefts of Great Britain. - The va- 
rious branches of this plan, ‘are fo extenfive and 
fo numerous, that a long feries of years, {pent m 
the fame fpirit and unwearied exertion, will be 
requifite to execute it in its whole extent. 

But he himfelf, F-believe, would miegt with 
impediments in the execution of his plano AL 


‘though Geéeneral* Simcoe ig entirely; independent 


‘on Lord ‘Dorchefter in all civil concerns,” yet he 


is not fo in regard to’ the military department, 
of which thé “qtiattering of the troops forms a 
part. Fie*told‘me himfelf, that, inthis refpect, 
he -fearéd #6’ meet with oppofition ; and: | ancline 


€6 think) that on this fubje@ he did notcexprels 


Wit he knows. Unlefs the troops be flationedm 
fuch’ pofts, as to ‘cover and ‘defend. the projected 


“capital; and the various fettlements which he has 


in contemplation ; unlefs they be kept to labour 
“gather than military exercifes, and unlefs-thote, 


who can find fab@titutes;: be:difmiffed from er- 


vice, his project fails in three yéry material points, 


) which can hardly be accomplithed by any other 


‘means. | 
Lord Dorchefter }s advanced in yéars, and, _ 

~ hike all aged people, no friend of new ideas.» Be- 
fide that he is fond of boundlets power, the. pre- 
yailing | 
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vailing difpofition.of the inhabitants’ of Lower 
‘Canada may excite in him a with. of drawing 
more,troops into-that province ; and feveral hints, 
thrown out by General Simcoe, incline me to’ be- 
lieve, that he thinks. his Lordthip -has fome fuch 
Ny intention. The Gove srnor may alfo, perhaps,..be 
too fanguine in fome. of his expectations, 0 of,im- 
dulge delufive hopes. 
a As to the emigration Roney the United States 
Hh ta Upper Canada, I mean a confiderable emigra- 
tion, it-appears not. to. me altogether fo probable 
as tohim. The free grant of fans feems at firlt 
ae a much greater inducement, than it actually 
~The lands are indeed given. away gratis.;°a 
mon ee of the furveyor, granted by command 
of the Executive Council, gives the new fettlers 
aright to the ufufruct of thefe lands; but:.the 
property thercof is fooner-or later transferred, ac- 
, cording to the will and pleafure of the Council. 
i To the beft of my knowledge, none of thefe, free 
Sh grants include a transfer of the right of property. 
If an -o¢cupier of this defcription dies. without 


Aha 


pl Lite? 


is! iffue, previoully to his havi ing acquired that right, 
i his. eftate-efcheats to the Kings no collateral 
Nig friends or relations fucceed in. the, pofleffion. of 

the eftate ; and, ;of confequence, the money,and 
ph labour expended i in its improvement and cultiva- 
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tion have been {pent for the ‘benefit of the Crown, 
In the United States, a new fettler, on purchafing 
a certain quantity of land, the price of which js 
to be paid ‘by diftant inftalments, has a profpect 
of ‘difcharging them by felling again a {mall por- 
tion of his eftate, the value of which he has dou- 


_ bled ‘by cultivation ; while ‘the Canadian planter 


has to look for the permanency of his poffeffion 
merely to the will and pleafure of the Governor: 


‘and, if he underftand his intereft, he will not place 


on him an implicit dependance. Intereft and an 
acquaintance with fubftantial and re{pectable {et- 


tlers ‘may, no doubt, procure him, fooner, the . 


right of property, and thus facilitate a ‘econ 
fale. “But favours of this kind are always con- 
fined to a patt-of the eftate, and depend on the 
arbitrary will of the Council. As long, there- 
fore, as there fhall exift no law, determining the 
period and terms of the inveftiture with thefe 
rights; the poffeffors will remain uneafy and 1n- 
fecure ; and confequently the progrefs of im- 
provement ‘will be greatly retarded. Mines of 


‘every defcription, from gold down to pit-coal, 
which may be difcovered in the lands, thus 


ceded, “as well as all timber, which, in the judg- 
ment of the Surveyor-general, is fit for ‘thip- 


building, ‘are in‘all'thefe grants referved in favour 


of 
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of the King. All thefe reftrictions cannot but 
. 

: render'a good fettler very uneafy, and may, in 
the eftimation of many people prone to emigra- 
tion, far outweigh the advantages of a free grant. 


i The attachment'to ‘the King of Great Britain, 
i which is frequently alleged. as.a ground for ¢mi- 
it gration, feems an empty dream... It is common 
hy with all Englifhmen, who hold here places under 
mt government, to boaft of this attachment of many 
fa inhabitants of the United States of every rank 
tl and defcription. On what grounds this opinion 
th refts, | know not ; ‘but it is ‘certainly. not -war- 
1 ranted by what I learned in the United States. 

a They’ there profefs fo loudly and uniformly prin- 
it ciples, which indicate the exa@ reverfe ; that 
uf thefe profeffions ought doubtlefs to be'confidered 
th as better pledges ‘of the true fentiments ‘of the 
4). Americans, than the affertions of a few Englith- 
tf men in place. 

ats The families, who arrive ‘here from the United 
( ni? States, emigrate moft of them, it is aflerted, from 
# their being fubje& there to a tax, with which, 


rr ‘however trifling it may be, they are yet difpleaf- 

4 ed. If this be really-the cafe, fuch a difpofition 

Cannot ih future times prove favourable to Great 

4 Britain. We were alfo told, that General Sim- 
a from his eager defire ‘to people Upper ‘Ca- 
nada, is by no means difficult in regard tothe ia 
oa qualifi- Ge 
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si," qualifications of the new fettlers, .who prefént Bi 
Vii themfelves; and that, notwithftanding his aver- | 
| hi fion to {peculations in land, and his perfonal dif- 
He intereftednefs; frequently a whole townfhip, nay 
at times two or three together, are affigned to one 





and the fame ‘perfon. Ag iii 

The Governor is of opinion, that the trade.of iit 

Upper Canada may be encreafed by the commo- . mm 

dities of the Geneflee diftrict, for which he fees . i 

no other outlet, but by the river of St. Law- biog 

rence. ‘This opinion, however, feems to haye no bef 

foundation ; when it Js confidered, that Lake = 

Oneida, the Wood-creek and Mohawk-river offer | aes 

ready means for a water-communication with re 

Lake Ontario and the North River ;,. which is at , mo 

ch prefent interrupted only at three places, where és 
ular the boats. are to be. carried; ,and:that the Ame- de 
ricans, in every part-of-the Union, difplay.the 4g, 


utmott zeal, activity and induttry, in. every thing 
‘which tends to facilitate communication by wa- 

ter. “But upon the-whole the Governor's mifcal- 
culations, originating from national prejudices, ate 

of too little 1mportance to impede the execution 

of his projeQ ; they may perhaps protra&t its com- 
pletion, but cannot occafion its failure. The true 
impediments are thofe, which | have before men- 
‘tioned, and the chief obftacle is the Governors " 


return to England. 
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The ‘prefent population amounts, as 1. have 
already ftated, to thirty thoufand fouls. The 


bi principal fettlement is that of Detroit’; which 
Mi confifts, entirely, of French families, and is moftly 
wf fituated on a tract of land that, according’te treas . 
| ty, is to be given’ up to America. The Englith 
\, flatter themfelves, that the. families, who have 
7 fettled there; will: remove from the American to 
“the Britith fide. But, if the conduét of the Ame- 
a ‘rican government, towards thefe families. fhould 
M ‘be fwch, as the intereft of America dictates; there 
a remains but little probability, that they will leave 
oa their long’ cultivated eftates, merely from a de- 
ma fire of living under the Englith dominion. -The 
vi -other: fettlements.m Upper Canada*confift. in a 
) yery confiderable colony, which ftretches along 
ti the river from: Fort Erie to Newark, is not fully 
iy occupied, and does: not comprife.a large extent 
cif of round ; in a few plantations on the. creeks, 
ny -which run into Lake Ontario from Newark up to 
ao x its northern point; in an infignificant beginning 
we of a fettlement in York; and lattly in Kingfton, 
Wd extending along the banks of the river St. Law- 
“i rence to the boundaries of Lower Canada, which 
ob is the moft populous of all. | 
vit . As to the Governor's military plans, his mea- 
ifs. ) “fares of defence only are fettled and determined ; 
| his 
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his plans of oftenfive operation are fo undefined 
and uncertain as not to deferve any mention. 
The hatred-of the Governor againft the Unit- 


ed States occafions him, on the flighteft occafion, © 


to overleap all the bounds of prudence and de- 
cency, which he carefully obfervesin all other 
matters. He was a zealous promoter of the Ame- 
rican war, in which he ‘took a very attive, yet 
very unfortunate, part. ‘The calamitous iffue of 


the war has {till more exafperated his hoftility; 


and it was with the fincereft grief I liftened to. 


his boafting ‘of the numerous houfes ‘he had fired 
during that unfortunate conflict, and of his in- 
tention to burn a ftill greater number in cafe of a 


rupture. In fhort, the whole of ‘his intentions — 


on this fubject ‘was fuch as the moft violent par- 
ty-rage'alone can infpire. He told us, that, in 
cafe of another war with America, by expending 
vatt fums of money, he would force them to ex- 
pences equally great, which they would not be 
able to meet, and much lefs to fupport for any 
length ‘of time 5 in fhort, wage againft thema 
money-war. Yet he affirms inceflantly, that it 
is his anxious wifh to preferve peace with the 
United States. This he very juftly confiders as 
a powerful mean ‘of promoting the profperity of 


his new colony. But his hatred againft the re- 


 bels 








NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. 42G 


. . bels is fo violent; and his difpleafure, occafioned 
Mb by the furrender of the forts, is fo ftrong; that 


a the charge, preferred againft him by the govern- 
th ment of the United States, of his having laft 
im year affifted the Indians as much as he could, 
ty without making himfelf openly a party in the 
ag difpute, feems not devoid of foundation. By 
th exciting this war, the fuccefsful iffue of which 
ny. he confidered as certain, he attained the twofold 
si ~=—s_ purpofe of fatisfying at once his ambition and his 
he revenge. He does not himfelf deny, that he had 
tt . adopted the neceflary meafures for conducting to 
ee the diftrict of Geneffee all the Indians, who were 
(i: at his difpofal, and who, by his account, amount- 
Ne. ed to five thoufand men—meafures which would 


B naturally have been attended with the firing of 
it all the habitations, and the flaughter of all the 


a inhabitants. <A war, thus barbarous and deftruc- 
ob tive, would have been waged by England at the 
" end of the eighteenth century ; and the founder 
oi of a colony, in every other refpect a man of ge- 
ah merous and noble feelings, would have projected 


ait and prepared it. I fhould not have credited 
thefe projects, had I heard them ftated by any 
ee individual but the Governor himfelf; or fhould 
I have ventured to introduce them here, but 
é that, within my knowledge, he has repeatedly 
,  @ommunicated them to feveral other perfons. . 
| But 4 
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But for this inveterate hatred againft the Unite. 
ed States, which he too loudly  profefies, and 
which carrics him too far, General Simcoe aps 


Nai ng 
He 3 pears in the moft advantageous light. He is " 
Ve jutt, active, enlightened, brave, frank, and pof- fru 
: feffes the confidence of the country, of the troops, “nti 
ce and of all thofe who join him in the adminiftra- fist 
ee tion of public affairs. To thefe he attends with I to 
: | the clofeft application ; he preferves all the old % 
4 friends of his King, and neglects no means to hol 
I procure him new ones. He unites, in my judg- de 
ment, all. the qualities, which his ftation re- a] 
quires; to maintain the important poffefiion of 3 ate 
Canada, if it be poflible that England can long te- re 
tain it. | ze fh 
4 In his private life, Governor Simcoe is fimple; a ke 
Le plain, and obliging. | He :nhabits a {imal mere coe af 
ih able wooden houfe, which formerly was occ; 4 
pied by the commiflaries, who tefided here on-ac- } | fo 
count of the navigation of the lake. His guard i 
confifts of four foldiers, who every morning come 4 af 

from the fort, and return thither in the evening, A 
He lives in a noble and hofpitable manner, with- 3 i: 
eut pride; his) mind is enlightened ; his chats) | 


acter mild and obliging; he difeourfes with: 
much good fenfe on all fubjects, but his favorite 
topics-are his projects and war, which teem to be 
the objects of his leading _ paflions. ‘He 1s ace 

quainted 


od 
4492 26ers ne 
— 
> 








, ’ 


NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. A31 


quainted with the military hiftory of all coun- 
tries: no hillock catches his eye without excit- 
ing in his mind the idea of a fort, which might 
be conftructed on the fpot; and with the con- 
ftruGion of this fort he:affociates the plan of ope- 
rations for a campaign, efpecially of that which 
is to lead him to Philadelphia. On hearing his. 
profeffions of an earneft -defire of peace, you 
cannot but fuppofe, either that his reafon mutt 
hold an abfolute fway over his paffion, or that he. 
deceives himfelf. | bie: 

Mrs. Stmcor is a lady of: thirty-fix years ai 
age. She i is bafhful, and fpeaks little; but fhe 
ig a woman of fenfe, handfome and amiable, and 
fulfils all the duties of the mother and wife: with, 
the moft {crupulous exactnefs.« The performance 
of the latter fhe carries fo farvas to.act the part of 
a private fecretary to her hufband. Her talents 


for drawing, the practice of which fhe confines 


to maps and plans, enable her to be extremely 
ufeful to the Governor. 

Upper Canada pays no taxes, except a duty o 
wine, amounting to four-pence per gallon on tng 
deira, and two-pence on other forts of wine, and 
another of thirty-fix fhillings iterling a year for a 
tavern-licence, which, during the feffion of 1793, 
was encreafed by twenty fhillings Canada. cur~ 


| e rency 
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rency [four dollars|*. The fum total of the 
public revenue amounts to nine hundred pounds 
fterling, out of which are paid the falaries of the 
Speaker of the Honfe of Reprefentatives and of 
the fecretaries ; the remainder is deftined to meet 
the expence which local circumftances may te- 
quire for the fervice and maintenance of fociety. 
The juftices of the peace determine in the quar- 
ter-feffions, as they do in England, the amount of 
the ‘county-rates for the conftruction of public 
buildings, for the repair of the roads, and the 
maintenance of the army. (The laft item is not 
yet known in Canada.) Thefe rates are raifed 
by means of a capitation or poll-tax, afleffed in 
proportion to the probable amount of the pro- 
perty of the whole who are in the diftrict, lia- 
ble to contribute; the largeft affeflment on any 
individual exceeds not four dollars. | 


On the fame principle is raifed the pay of the 


members of the affembly, who, om their return 


* The value of money in Canada fhould, according to 
law, be equal to that which it bears in Halifax, and con- 
fequently a dollar be worth five fhillings. This ftandard 
is ftridtly adhered to in all governmeat accounts, but. not 
fo fcrupuloufly obferved in the courfe of private bufinets. 
The currency, which circulates in New York, paffes alfo, 
efpecially in that part of Canada which borders on New 
York.——Author. 
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at the end of the feffion, deliver to the juftice 
of the peace of their diftri@ a certificate of the 
{peaker, proving the number of days they have 
been prefent, and receivé two dollars per day out 
of the money raifed for that purpofe, including 
the days they have been upon their journey. 
The quarter-feffions are held in every diftriet; 
and the divifion into diftri@s is connected with 
the adminiftration of juftice. The juftices of the 
High Court of Judicature for civil and criminal 


' caufes, who are thrée in number, including the 


chief juftice, hold four feffions annually in the 
town in which the Goyernor refides. They alfo 
go on circuits.in the different diftricts of the pro= 
vince once a year; judges for the different dif- 
tricts fit at fhorter intervals to fettle matters of 
little importance, and the juftices of the peace 
exercife the fame jurifdiction 4s in England. 

A tnbunal, compofed of the Governor and two 
members of the Executive Council, form the 
Court of Appeal in fuch caufes as have been de- 
cided by the High Court of Judicature. The 
Governor forms alfo, with the concurrence of an 
affiftant, the choice of whom depends entirely on 
his option, a Court of Chancery for‘the decifion 
of caufes, concerning teftaments, inteftate heirs, 


orphans, &c. 
Refpecting the frequency and punifhments of 
Vor. I, ee < crimes, 
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crimes, Mr. WHITE, Attorney- general, of the 
province, ‘nformed me, that there is no diftnid, 
in--which one or two perion: have not already 
been tried for murder ; that they were all acquit- 
ted by the jury, though the evidence was ftrongly 
againft them ; that, from want of prifons, which 


are not yet built, petty offences, which in Eng-— 


land would be punifhed witk imprifonment, are 
here muléted, but that the ines are feldom paid 
for want of means of execution; and that the 
major part of law-fuits have for their object the 
recovery of debts; but fometimes originate alfo 
from quarrels and affaults ; drunkennefs being a 
very common vice in this country. 

The province of Upper Canada is divided. inte 
the four diftriats of Detroit, Niagara, Kingfton, 
and St. John’s. The juftizes of the peace are 
{ele&ted from among t'1ofe serfons, who are beft 
qualified for fuch au office ; but, in a country fo 
recently fettled men worthy of this truft can- 
not be numerous. | 

The divifion of Upper Cinada into counties 1s 


purely military, and relates merely to the enlift- - 


ing, completing, and affenbling of the militia. 
The counties are about twdve in number. Their 
names, with which | am uracquainted, are not of 
fufficient importance to deferve to be here men- 
tioned “Lhe militia of ech county are affem- 
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bled and: commande by a lieutenant and fecond* 
lieutenant ; they mutt be divided into regiments 
and companies. _ They affemble once a year in 
each county, and are infpected by the captains 
ef the different companies at leaft twice a year. 
Every male inhabitant is confidered as a militia- 
man from the age of ‘ixteen to fifty. He is fined 
four dollars if he do not enlift at the proper 
time ; and officers, both commiuffioned and non- 
commiffioned, who do not join their regiments 
at the time the militia are affembled, pay a fine; 
the former of eight dollars, and the latter of two. 
An officer, who, in cafe of an attack or infurrec- 
tion, fhould not repair to his afligned poft, would 
be punifhed with a pecuniary penalty of fifty 
pounds fterling, and apetty officer with a fine of 
twenty pounds fterling. A militia-man, who 
fells either the whole or part of his arms, ammu-= 
nition, or accoutrements, is fined five pounds 

fterling ; and, in default of payment, imprifoned 

for two months. The Quakers, Baptifts, and - 
Dunkers pay, in time of peace, twenty fhillings a 

year; and, during a war or infurrection, — five 

pounds fterling, for their exemption from mili. 

tary fervice. Out of thefe fines and ranfoms the 
adjutant-general of the militia receives his pay; 


and the remainder is at the Goyernor’s difpofal. 


This is nearly the fubftance of the firft.a& of 
Ff2 the 
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the legiflative body of Upper Canada, pafied int 
1793. In the following year, 1794, an additional 
act. pafied relative to the militia, the chief regu- 
lations of which tended to improve and define 
more accurately the internal form of the regi- 
ments, battalions, and. companies, and to render 
the affembling of detachments more eafy and ex- 
peditious. This act determines, that, in time of 
war, the obligation to carry arms in defence of 
the country fhall not ceafe before the age of fix- 
ty ; and that, of confequence, Quakers and others; 
who enjoy an exemption from military fervice, 
fhall pay for their immunity up to that age. It 
alfo obliges the militia to ferve on board of fhips 
and veffels, to act as cavalry, and to extend their 
fervice beyond the province, on condition how- 
ever, that the fame men be not bound to ferve 
more than fix months fucceffively. 

The exemptions from military fervice are con- 
Gned to the officers of juftice, and other public 
*ntionaries, whofe number is very {mall. The 
whole militia is eftimated at nine thoufand men, 
for a tra& of country of confiderable extent, in 


which, however, the communication and aflem- 


bling of the troops are much facilitated by the 
lakes. Bai ad! 
All the expences of the civil and military ad- 


miniftration of Upper and Lower Canada are de- 
frayed 
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tii frayed by England. The fum total, including 
ll the political expences, or the money paid to the 
fim) Indians, though this forms an item of the mili- 
kat tary expenditure, amounts for Upper Canada to 
7 one hundred thoufand pounds fterling, Nearly 
a two-thirds of this fum, or fixty thoufand ‘pounds, 
aid are paid to the Indians ; including the pay of the 
‘al principal agents, under agents, interpreters, &c. 
dons This pay deducted, all the other charges, occa- 
af fioned: by the Indians, confift in prefents, to- 
his mahawks, mufkets, powder and ball, knives, 
a blankets, rings, buckles, hats, looking-glaffes, and, 
‘i above all, in rum. The agents are charged with 
4 the diftribution of thefe articles, which by fome 
‘ol are diftributed every year, by others at various 
ie times, according to circumftances. © It is by thefe 
it means the Indians are fuppofed to be gained over. 
o Such of their chieftaiss, as are believed to poffefs 

e confiderable influence, obtain a larger fhare of 
Ke prefents ; by which, and efpecially by.a profufe 
ra diftribution of rum, their friendfhip is gained and 
a preferved. The Americans are depicted to them 
s as their inveterate enemies ; they are made to 


{wear, that they will burn and {fcalp thefe foes at 
oF the firft fignal.. It was in this manner the Go- 
vernor imagined laft year, from the reports he 
Ahad received, that he fhould be able to difpofe of 
a: fifty thoufand men, who had all taken an oath, | 
A Ff3 | not i) 
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not to leave a {calp on the fkull of any American 
they fhould fall in with. A relation of thefe 

atrocities has all the appearance of an exdgge- 

rated account of fome nation of cannibals, and 

yet it is literally true*. The Englith affert, that 

the Américans, on their: part, proceed exactly in 

the fame manner: 

It muft be confefled, that the colonifts, by their 
mean and barbarous policy, teach the Indians te 
defpife them. But we may indulge a hope, that 
the time is not far diftant, when the latter thal. 
poffefs fuficient fenfe, to take the prefents of 
England and the money of the United States, 
and to laugh at both thefe great nations; feorn- 
ing to be any longer the tools of their ambition 
and revenge. 

We have here been told, that Englands an- 
nual expenditure for Upper and Lower Canada 
amounts to fouror five hundred thoufand pounds: 
fterling ; whether the penfions and donations 
which England beftows on fome inhabitants of 
the United States, be comprifed in this eftimate, 
I-know not; but this I know, from a-very refpec+ 


* With all candid readers it will undoubtedly be a mat- 
ter of regret, that the author fhould have preferred a charge 
of fuch a ferious and heinous complexion, without giving 
himfelf the leaf trouble to fubftantiate its truth —Tranf- 
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table fource, that they amount toa pretty large 
fum. Is it this circumftance, to which Mefirs. 
Hammond and Simcoe allude, when they {peak 
of the numerous friends of the King of Great Bri- 
tain in the United States ? 

I have not yet mentioned, that the Governor 
is alfo Prefident of an Executive Council, com- 
pofed of five members. In regard to the bills. 
which have pafled both houfes, his affent or dif- 
{ent is determined by the majority of votes. But, 
as he appoints this council, and has~alfo the 
power of diffolving it, we may eafily conceive, 
that it canfifts of members entirely dependant on 
him. The major part hold feats in the Legiflative 
Council. 

An office, which was exclufively charged with 
preparing for the difcuffion and decifion of the 
council fuch matters as concern grants of land, 


has lately been abolifhed. ‘The Executive Coun- 


" il has referved to itfelf the introductory difqui- 


fition, as well as the definitive determination, of 
all bufinefs of this defcription. The number of 
thofe, who apply for lands, is uncommonly great. 
The claims of the petitioners are generally ground- 
ed on their attachment to the Britifh Monarch, 
and their difguft or- hatred againft the govern- 
ment of the United States. But, under allegations 
of this kind, frequently lurks a fpirit of fpecula- 

Ff4 tion, 
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tion. Notwithftanding the folicitude faid to be 
difplayed by the council to difcover the truth, 
many grants of land are made on no other 
grounds than favour. By the letter of the law, 
which, however, is often eluded, one indtyidual 

annot obtain more than one thoufand two hun- 
dred acres: Yet, as the grants contain no claufe 
fixing the period within which the ground is te 
be cleared, fpeculations frequently occur, and 
not the leaft fecurity 1s obtained, that the land 
will bea moment fooner inhabited for being thus 
beftowed. 

I have already obferved, that officers, who 
feryed in the American war, have a right toa 
fhare in thefe lands, which amounts, fora lieu- 
tenant to twelve hundred acres, and for a colonel 
to five thoufand. But officers, who never ated 
in the American war, nor ever helda colonel’s 
commiftion, have obtained fhares as great as the 
largeft allotted to thofe who have. Thefe lands, 
though moft. favourably fituated, are not yet 
cleared ; nor is there the leaft appearance of their 
being fpeedily cultivated. 

Every thing is exceflively dear at Newark. 
The fhops are few, and the fhopkeepers, combin- 


ing againft the public, fix what price they choole 


upon their goods. The high duty laid by Eng- 


land upon all the commodities exported from her 
iflands 
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?flands proves a powerful encouragement to a 
contraband trade with the United States, where, 
in many articles, the difference of price amounts 
to two-thirds. The government of Canada is 
very vigilant to prevent this contraband trade ; 
but a certain profpect of gain excites to exertion, 
which will frequently fucceed in eluding the 
law, as well as the vigilance of the executive 
power. The fhopkeepers* know perfectly well 
how to favour this contraband trade, the only 
means for deftroying which would be‘ to lower 
the duties, and, of confequence, the price of the 
commodities. The Governor has it in contem- 
plation, to encourage fuch manufaétures as pro- 
duce thefe articles, which are ru# in large quan- 
tities into this province from the United States, 
fuch as hats. But all his.exertions to this effect 
will fail in regard to fugar, coffee, tea; in fhort, 
with refpect to all commodities, which are di- 


reétly imported from the United States, without 


being there fubjected to as neh a duty as in Ca- 
nada. 

During our long refidence at Naryhall, all the 
inhabitants of an Indian village, of the Tufcarora 
nation, camé to congratulate the Governor on his 
late arrival at Naryhall. 


All thefe vifits and con- 
gratulatory compliments have no. other object but 
to obtain:fome drink, money, and prefents. Thefe 
Indians 
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Indians generally arrive in the morning, in vef- 
fels, from the oppofite banks of the river, which 
they inhabit. They were decked out with un- 
common care, covered with rags of every de- 
feription, and adorned with horfe-hair, and fea- 
thers of all poffible fpecies of birds. In their 
ears and nofes they wore rings of the moft varied 
forms and colours. Some were drefled in Euro- 
pean clothes, others wore laced hats, and fome 
were naked, excepting the double apron, and 
painted from head to foot. It is in the manner 
of painting themfelves, that their genius is efpe- 
cially difplayed. In general they prefer the 
harfheft colours, paint one leg white, and the 
other black or green, the body brown or yellow, 
the face full of red or black fpots, and their eyes _ 
different colours. In a word, they unite in their 
decorations the utmoft abfurdity and_harfhnefs. 
They are, every one of them, painted in a dif- 
ferent f{tyle, and furnifhed with a {mall looking 
glafs, which they every moment confult with as 
much attention as the moft finifhed coquette. 
They comb themfelves again and again, and 
touch up the colours, which may have faded 


from: peripiration or exercife. Many of them 


wear filver bracelets and chains round their necks 
Some have a white fhirt with long 
fleeves over their clothes, and this forms their 

| moft 


and arms. 
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moft elegant garment; the major part wear as 
many filver buckles as they can afford. In ‘fhort, 
their appearance calls to recolle@tion the whimfi- 
cal maiks, which throng the ftreets at Paris during 
the carnival, It muft, however, be confeffed, 
that their abfurd finery, in a great meafure, con- 
fifts of things, which they make themfelyes, of 
horfes’, buffaloes’, or other hair, or of the briftles 
of the hedge-hog. They twift ropes of the bark 
ef trees, and make laces of a {pecies of herbs. 
Many of thefe articles, which they ufe to adorn 
their drefs, their tobacco-bags, their {calping- 
knives, garters, and mockinfons, (a fort of thoes) 
are made by the women, with a regularity, a fkill, 
nay, | may fay, with a tafte, feldom to be found 
in Europe. Their chief excellency confifts in 
the great variety and richnefS of the colours, 
which they. generally extra from leaves, and. 
from the roots of certain herbs: but they poffefs 
alfo the art of extracting them from all dyed 
linens and filks, of which they can obtaina piece. 
They boil thefe rags in the juice ofa plant, with 
the fpecies and name of which lam unacquainted, 


and thus obtain a very durable colour for dying 
hair or bark. 


On their arrival this morning the Indian vifitors 
were about eighty in number. The Governor, 
Deing particularly engaged, deferred receiving 


their 
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their vifit until the afternoon; at which time 
only thirty made their appearance, the reft being 
all drunk, and unable to move. The vifit was re- 
ceived on a large plot of grafs, without the fmalleft 
compliment on either part. The Governor was 
prefent, but kept at fome diftance. The Indians 
danced and played among themfelves. - Some of 
their dances are very expreffive, and even grace- 
ful. A mournful and monotonous ditty, fung 
by one, and accompanied with a {mall drum, fix 
inches high, and three in diameter, forms all their 
mufic, except that frequently a {tick is added, 
with which a child beats the time. They dance 
around the mufic, which they frequently inter- 
rupt by loud fhrieks. The hunting and war 
dances are the moft expreffive, efpecially the lat-. 
ter. It reprefents the furprife of an enemy, who 
is killed and fcalped, and is performed by one per- 
fon. ‘The reft are hopping about, like monkeys, 
in a femicircular figure, and watch, with the ut- 
moft attention, every movement of the dancer. 
The moment when the enemy is fuppofed to 
have breathed his laft, a ftrong expreflion of joy 
brightens every face ; the dancer raifes a horrid 
howl, refumes his pantomime, and is rewarded 
by univerfal fhouts of applaufe. When he has 
thus finifhed his dance, another enters the ftage, 


who is, in his turn, relieved by others ; and in 
this 
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this way the dance is continued, until they be- 
come tired of it. When the dance was over, 
they played at ball; a game in which they dif- 
played their agility to the greateft advantage. 
Every one had a racket, the handle of which was 
three or four feet in length, and bent at the end, 
fo that the racket has the form of a bow. The 
packthread is made of bark; they grafp the 
racket with both hands, and run after the ball, 
wherever they fee it, with the view of catching 
it, one before another. This ball is frequently 
thrown to a confiderable diftance, in which cafe 
they run after it all together, to catch it, either 
in the air, or on the ground. No bufh, no 
ditches, no barriers check their ardour.. They 
clear every thing, leap over every thing, and dif- 
play, in this game, a verfatility, fwiftnefs, and 
dexterity, which are truly ftriking. . During thefe 
games the agent came up to the general, with one 
of the chieftains, and told him, that the Tufca- 
rora nation wifhed to learn whether they might 
affift at a mecting, to be held in Onondago by the 
Oneida Indians, for the purpofe of felling a part 
of the Oneida refervation, which the ftate of 
New York had manifefted a difpofition to pur- 


chafe*. The Governor’s anfwer was conceived in 


* The Oneida Nation receives an annuity from the 
State of New York of three thoufand five hundred and fifty- 
two 
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terms extremely vague; the agent tranflated this 
anfwer as he pleafed, and in reply affured the Go- 
vernor, in the name of the Indians, that they 
would not go to Onondago, from the hope that 
this would prove more agreeable to the Britith 
Monarch. Whether this political farce was acted 
only by the agent, or whether the chieftain took a 
part, 1 know not; but this I know, that this 
chieftain, a moment before, begged of me two 
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fhillings, tor which he would have promifed me, 
had I defired it, to vifit or not to vifit all the 
meetings throughout the univerfe. Without en- 
tering further on this fubject, I fhall merely ob- 
ferve, that the whole policy of England, relative 
to the Indians, is in the hands of the agents, who 
alone underftand their language, and have the 
fole management of the prefents. It refts en- 
tirely with thefe agents to perfuade all or any of 
thefe nations to engage in war, and to excite their 
enmity either againft the United States or againft 
each other. The Governor is altogether inca- 
pable of judging of their difobedience and oppo- 
{ition to the orders of his cabinet but by the re- 
fults. The fame is undoubtedly the cafe as to 
the American States. 


s 


two dollars for lands purchafed of them in 1795, and an 

annuity of about fix hundred and twenty-eight dollars from 

the United States. —Z ranflator, | | | 
The 


: 
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The Englith agent, here referred to, is Colonel 
BurvLer, celebrated forhis * * * * 
he ade ee Te ee a 


He is a native of America of the neighbourhood 
of Wilkefbarre. His * * * * * #® 


* * *, England has rewarded his loyalty with 


five thoufand acres of land for himfelf; the fame 


quantity for his children; a penfion of two or 
three hundred pounds fterling ; an agency, worth 
five hundred pounds fterling a year; and the pri- 
vilege of taking from the {tore-houfes, which 
contain the prefents, whatever-he choofes. He 
is treated with cyery mark of refpect by the Go- 
vernor. 

The Tufcarora Nation is an Indian tribe, the 
men of which fhare the toils of their women in 
a greater degree than any other. The Governor 
mentioned a project, he has conceived, of giving 
a half civilization to all the Indian nations in the 
intereft of England. Whether or no civilization 
be likely to promote the happinefs of the Indians, 
is a gueftion, a full difcuffion of which might, 


erhaps, exceed my powers, or at leaft feem irre- 
Ps, i 


levant. _ But, were | obliged to decide it at once, 
I fhould anfwer in the negative, as long as they 
are not hemmed in too clofely by the colonitts, 
poffefs a fufficient tract of ground for hunting, 
and have plenty of game. But, I repeat if once 
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more, to do juitice to this queftion would require 
a more profound difcuffion, than I can enter upon 
in this place. Befides it can hardly be fatisfac- 
torily decided, fince the ftate of favage nations, 
left entirely to their primitive life, is widely dif- 
ferent from the condition of thofe, who refide in 
the vicinity of thefe colonitts, and hold intercourfe 
with them. If, on mature deliberation, we were 
obliged to allow, that the creation of wants, the 
neceffity of providing for them, the exercife of 
our mutual powers, the unfolding of our faculties, 
and the refinement of our feelings, prove more 
frequently fources of misfortune than of happi- 
nefs; every degree of civilization, pregnant with 
all thefe; fhould carefully be kept, for their own 
fake, from all favage tribes. But the fame con- 
élufion will not hold good in regard to a barbarous 
people, who, from their intercourfe with civilized 
nations, poffefs already fome degree of civility ; 
but a civility which acquaints them with vices 
only, and confequently introduces them to 
fources of misfortune, and who, therefore, from a 
higher degree of culture, may derive an alleviation 
of their fate and an increafe of happinefs. . As to 
the advantages likely to accrue to the civilized | 
world from the civilization of the {favages, the 
queftion feems likely to demand a decifion im 
the affirmative. 


However 
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However this may be, the Governor, in cons 
ceiving this proje@, had not only the happinefs 
of the Indians in view, but alfo his own advan 
tage. He intends to have them. civilized by 
priefts, and would give the preference’ to. mif< 
fionaries of the Roman Catholic perfuafion.. The 
policy of General § inclines him to encourage 
areligion, the minifters of which are interefted in 
a connection with the authority of thrones, and 
who, therefore, never lofe fight of the principle, 
to preferve and propagate arbitrary power. 

I learn here, that rum enervyates the Indians, 
fhortens their-lives, renders their marriages daily 





‘more barren, and, when fruitful, productive only 


of poor unhealthy children ; and that, from the 
ufe of this poifon, which now cannot either be 
wrefted from them, or rendered harmlefs in its 
comfequences, the different tribes are daily des 
creafing in number. | 
Eighty miles from Naryhall, on the Miami, or 
Great River; is the fettlement of Colonel BRANT; 
with a view of which I fhould have been much 
pleafed ; but he is not theré at prefent, and they 
affure me that, in his abfence, I fhould fee no- 
thing but what I have already feen in thofe I have 
hitherto vifited. — 
Colonel Brant is an Indian by birth. In the 


. American war he fought under the Englifh. ban-. 
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ner, and he has fince been in England, where he 
was moft gracioufly received by the. King, and 
met with a kind reception from all clafles of 
people. Lis manners are femi-European. He 
‘s attended by two negroes ; haseftablithed him- 
felf in, the Englifh way; has a garden and a 
farm: drefles after the European fafhion; and 
neverthelefs pofleties much influence over the In- 
dians. He affifts, at prefent, at the Miami- 
treaty *, which the United States are concluding 
with the weftern Indians. . He is alfo much re- 
{pected by the Americans, and, in general, bears 
f> excellent a character, that I fincerely regret | 
could not fee and become acquainted with him. 
The Indians, who inhabit, the village, which 
we pafied on leaving Canawaga, paid alfo a vifit 
to the Governor during the time we ftayed with 
him. The weather being too hot for receiving 
the vifit on the grafs, he ordered them to be 
ufhered into a room, where he was attended by 
fome officers of the garrifon. The chiefs of the 


* The treaty, alluded to by the author, is the Greenville 


| treaty, concluded on the third of Auguft 1795, at Green- 


ville, a fort and fetthement on the fouth fide of a north- 
‘weftern branch of the Great Miami, between Major-general 
A. Wayne and the chiefs of the following tribes of Indians, 
viz. the Wyandots, Delawares, Shawaneie, Ottawas, Chip- 
pawas, Putawatimes, Miamis, Eel-river, Weeas, Kickapoos, 
Pian Kafhaws and Kafkatkias.—7Zran/lator. 


Indians, 
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Indians faid a few words, which the agent inter 
preted to the Governor, as containing an affu- 
fance, that they would employ their tomahawks 
againit any one he fhould point out, and expref{- 
fions of regret, that they could not'ufe them laft 
year againft the Americans. ~The Governor 
thanked them for thefe fentiments, endeavoured 
to confirm them in this friendly difpofition, and 
told them, that the King of Great Britain withed 
for peace, whatever lies the maize-thief |Mr. 
P——, Commiffioner of the United States] might 
have impofed on them laft year. They anfwered, 
that the Governor was perfectly right, and that 
P was a liar, drank as much as they pleafed, 
and departed. The conference was held at eight 
oclock in the morning, and before nine 0’clock 
half of them were intoxicated. The Governor 
Is very anxious to oblige and pleafe the Indians ; 
his only fon, a child, four years old, is dreffed as 








an Indian, and called Troea, which name haé 


been given him by the Mohawks. ‘This harm- 
lefs farce may be of ufe in the intercourfe with 
the Indians. 


Bead he Niagara river and lake abound witha great 


_ variety of fithes. We affifted at a fifhing, in- 


tended to fupply the foldiers with fith: the net 
was*drawn thrice. One end of the net was held 
by men, who remained on fhore, while the re- 
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mainder was carried into the ftream by means of 
a boat, which, after the net had been entirely 
expanded, conveyed the other end back to the 
fhore. Both ends are joined on the fpot, whence 
the net is drawn. It 1s only four feet deep, but 
one hundred feet in length. Upwards of five 
hundred fith were caught, among which were 
about. twenty-eight or thirty i{turgeons, {mall 
pikes, whitings, rock-fth, fun-fith, herrings, a fort 
of carp, which in point of fhape refemble thote 
of Europe; but differ much in flavour, and in the 
form of their heads, falmon, trouts; in fhort, all 
the fith was of a tolerable fize. Middle-fized fifh 
ate eafily caught by anglers on the banks both of 
the river and the lake; they frequently catch 
more than their families can confume in feveral 
days. | | | 
The town of Newark ftands on the other fide 
of the river, dire&tly oppofite to. the fort. About 
a hundred houfes, moftly very fine ftructures, 
have already been ereéted, but the progrefs of 
building will probably be checked, by the in- 
tended removal of the feat of government. The 
majority of the inhabitants, efpecially the richeft 
of them, fhare in the adminiftration ; and con- 
fequently will remove, to whatever: place the 


government may be transferred. In. point of 
{ize and elegance, the houfe of Colonel SMITH, 
lieutenant- 
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licutenant-colonel in the fifth regiment, is much 
diftinguifhed from the reft. It confifts of joiner’s 
work, but is conftructed, embellithed, and painted 
in the beft ftyle; the yard, garden, and court are 
furrounded with railings, made and painted as 
elegantly, as they could be in England. His 
large garden has the appearance of a French 
kitchen-garden, keptin good order. Ina country, 
where it is a hard matter to procure labourers, 
and where they are paid at the rate of one dollar 
per day, he finds, in his regiment, as many as he 
choofes, for ninepence {terling a day, becaufe the 


men otherwife do not eafily obtain leave to go to 


work, It isin this manner he is now clearing 
five thoufand acres, which have ‘been granted 


him, and has the ufe of thirty more, which belong 


to the King, are fituate in front of the town, and 
which the Governor has affigned him, until he 
fhall be neceffitated to demand them again. 

The fcarcity of men fervants is here ftill greater 


than in the United States, They, who are 


brought hither from England, either demand 
lands, or emigrate into the United States. A 
very wife act of the Affembly declares all negroes 
to be free; as foon as they arrive in Canada. 


This defeription of men, who are more or le& 
frequent in the United States, cannot here fupply 
the want of white fervants. . All perfons belong- 
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ing to the army employ foldiers in their ftead. 
By the Englith regulations, every officer 1s al- 
lowed one foldier, to whom he pays one fhilling 
a week; and this privilege is extended, in pro- 
portion as the officers have need of a greater 
number of people. The Governor, who 1s alfo 
colonel of a regiment of Queen’s Rangers, fta- 
tioned in the province, is attended in his houfe, 
and at dinner, merely by privates of this regi- 
ment, who alfo take care of his horfes. He has 
not been able to keep one of the men fervants, 
he brought with him from England. 

The regiments quartered in the vicinity of the 
United States, it 1s afferted, lofe much by defer- 
tion. Seeing every where around them lands, 
either given away or fold at a very low sate, and 
being furrounded by people, who within a twelve- 
month have rifen from poverty to profperity, and 
are now married and proprietors, they cannot en- 
dure the idea of a fervitude, which is to end only 


with their exiftence. The ennui naturally arifing 


fom the dull and feeluded manner of living in 
garrifons, where they find neither: work nor 
amufement, and the flight attention {hewn them 
by moft of the colonels, darken ftill more, im 
their view, the difmal picture of their fituation. 


They emigrate accordingly into the United States, 
where they are fure to find a fettlement, which, 1 
they 
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they choofe to work, cannot fail to make them 
rich and independent. ‘To. hold out to them 
the fame hopes in the Englifh colony of Canada, 


would be the only mean of rendering lefs danger- 


ous the temptation offered by the United States. 
It is with this view, that Governor. Simcoe very 

wifely formed the project of difmiffing every fol 
dier, who fhould find an able fubftitute in his 
room, and to give him one hundred acres of 
land ; but it is faid, that this project appears, in 
Lord Dorchefter’s judgment, to favour too much 
of the new principles, to obtain his confent. If 
it were actually refufed, fuch an unreafonable 
denial would more forcibly provoke the difcon- 
tented of the troops, from their being already ac- 
quainted with the meafure. | 

During our refidence at Naryhall, the fefiion 
of the Legiflature of Upper Canada was opened, 
The Governor had deferred it till that time, on 
account of the expected arrival of a chief-juftice, 
who was to come from England; and from a 
hope, that he flhould be ab le to acquaint the 
members with the particulars of the treaty with 
the United States. But the harveft has now be- 
her. degree than elfewhere. 


gun, which ina hi 
he public attention, far be- 


engages, in Canada, I 
yond what ftate-affairs can do. Two members 
of the Legiilative sae: were prefent inftead 
Gea of 
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of feven; no Chief-juftice appeared, who was to 
act as Speaker ; inftead of fixteen members of the 
Affembly five only attended, and this was the 
whole number, which could be colleGed at this 
time. The law requires a greater number of 
members for each houfe to difcufs and deter- 
mine upon any bufinefs *, but within two days 
a year will have expired fince the laft feffion. 
The Governor has therefore thought it right, to 
open the feffion, referving, however, to either 
houfe the right of proroguing the fittings from 
one day to another, in expedtation, that the thips 
from Detroit and Kingfton will either bring the 
members, who are yet wanting, or certain intel- 
ligence of their not being able to attend. | 
The whole retinue of the Governor confifted 
in a guard of fifty men of the garrifon. of the fort, 
Drefled in filk, he entered the hall with his hat 
on his head, attended by his adjutant and two 
{ecretaries. ‘The two members of the Legiflative 
Council gave, by their Speaker, notice of it to 
the Affembly. Five members of the latter hav- 


* By the Quebec A&, paffed in 1791, it is enaéted, that 
the Legiflative Council is to confit of not fewer than feven 
members for Upper Canada, and the Affembly of not lefs 3 
than fixteen members, who are to be called together at 
leait once in every year.—Tranflator. 
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ing appeared at the bar, the Governor delivéred 
a f{peech modelled after that of the King, on the 
political affairs of Europe, on the treaty conclud- 


ed with the United States, which he mentioned — 


in expreflions very favourable to the Union, and 
on the peculiar concerns of Canada. Where 
no: taxes are to be fettled, no accounts to be 
audited and examined, and no military regulations 
to be adjufted, public bufinefs cannot occupy 
much time. But, if even all thefe points were 
to be difcuffed, the bufinefs would till be trif- 
ling, from want of an oppofition; which feems 
to be precluded by the manner, in which the two 
Houfes for Upper Canada are framed. The 


_ conftitution of this proyince is well adapted to 
the prefent {tate of the country. . The members ° 


of both Houfes, who bear a fhare in the admini- 
{tration, are all of them as ufeful, as can be de- 
fired, at this period. The influence of the Gover- 
horis not ufelefs: And the other neceffary ar- 
tangements, efpecially fuch as may enture liberty 
and good order, will, no doubt, be made in the 
procefS of time. 

Fort Niagara ftands, as has been already ob- 


ferved, onthe right bank of the river, on a point, 
oppofite to that of Miffiflogas, on which Newark 
is built... It was originally conftructed by Mr. de 
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la TONQUIERE, three miles nearer to the falls ; 
but was, fome-years afterwards, transferred to the 
{fpot, where it now ftands, and where Mr. de De- 
WONVILLE threw up an entrenchment. This 
fort, as well as thofe of Ofwego, Détroit, Miami, 
and Michillimakkinak, are to be furrendered to 
the Americans *, Fort Niagara is faid to be the 
ftrongett of thefe places, having been ftrength- 
ened with fome new works, in the courfe of laft 
year ; efpecially covered batteries, defigned for its 
protection on the fide of the lake and the river. 
All the breaft-works, flopes, &c. are lined with 
timber. On the land-fide, it has a curtain, 
flanked by two baftions, in each of which a 
block-houfe has been conftructed, mounted with 
cannon. Although this fort, in common with 
all fuch fmall fortified places, cannot long with- 
{ftand a regular attack; yet the befiegers cannot 
take it, without a confiderable lofs. All the 
buildings, within the precinéts of the fort, are of 
{tone, and were built by the French. 

With very obliging politenefs, the Governor 
conducted us into the fort, which he is very 
loath to vifit; fince he is fure, that he fhali be 
obliged to deliver it up to the Americans. He 


* All thefe forts were a¢tually delivered up to the Ame- 
ricans in Auguft 1796, purfuant to the treaty of 1794.— 
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carried us through every part of it, indeed more 
of it than we withed to fee. Thirty artillery-men 
and eight companies of the fifth regiment, form 
the garrifon of the fort. “wo days after this 
yifit, we dined in the fort, at Major Sewarp’s, 
an officer of elegant, polite, and amiable man- 
ners, who feems to be much refpected by the 
gentlemen of his profeffion. He and Mr. Pit- 
KINSON, an officer of the corps of engineers, are 
the military gentlemen we have moft frequently 
feen during our refidence in this place, and whom 
the Governor moft diftinguifhes from the reft. 
In England, as in France, the officers of the en- 
gineers and artillery are in general the moft ac- 


-complifhed among the genticmen of the army ; 


and their focicty is confequently preferred. The 
officers of the fifth regiment, whom we have 
feen, were well-bred, polite, and excellent com- 
panions. 

The communication of the fort with Newark 
is in winter intercepted for two or three months, 
by mafles of floating ice, carried along by the 
ftream. At times it is free for a few hours only. 
The Indians attempt, now and then, to crofs the 
fiver, by jumping from one piece of ice to ano- 
ther. But the number of thofe, who venture 
upon this dangerous experiment, 1s never great. 


Some trifling excurfions, we made in the en-= 
~~ -‘¥irons 
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virons of the city; and efpecially a tour of four” 
days, with the Governor, along the banks of the 
lake ; afforded us an opportunity of feein g the 
interior country. The chief purpofe #4 this 
journey was, to reach the extremity of the lake. 
A boat, made of the bark of trees, and defigned 
for the Governor’s excurfions between Détroit 
and Kingfton, contained the whole company ; 
which confifted of the Governor, Major Seward, 
Mr. Pilkinfon, us three (Mr. de Blacons, hav- 
ing left us two days after our arrival in Nary- 
hall), and Mr. Ricwarp, a young Englifhman, 
who arrived here by the way of the North River, 
and whom’ we had already feen in Philadelphia. 
Twelve chaffeurs of the Governor’s regiment row- 
ed the boat, which was followed by another vef- 
iel, carrying tents and provifion. We halted at 
noon to eat our dinner, and in the evening to 
pitch our tents and fup. “In the morning, we 
walked, then breakfafted, and fet out to purfue 
our journey, which was rendered rather unplea- 
fant by a fmall fall of rain. 

Fortymile-creek was one of the chief objeats 
of our tour. This ftream, which interfects in a 
ftraight line the range of mountains, extending 
from Queens’ Town, flows, with a gentle fall, 
into the plain; and affords fome wild, awful, yet 


very pleating profpects among the mountains. 
Before 
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Before it empties itfelf into the lake, it turns a 
grift mill, and two faw-mills, which belong to a 
Mr. Green, a loyalift of Jerfey, who, fix or 
feven years ago, fettled in this part of Upper Ca- 
nada. 

This Mr. Green was the conftant companion 
of the Governor on this little journey ; he is ap- 
parently a worthy man, and in point of know- 
ledge far fuperior to the common eatt of fettlers 
in this neighbourhood. His eftate confifts of 
three hundred acres, about forty of which are 


cleared of wood. He paid one hundred and 


twenty-five dollars for forty acres, through which 
the creek flows, that turns his mill, on account 
of the greater value, they bear for this reafon ; 
the common price being only five fhillings per 
acre. Land newly cleared yields here, the firft 
year, twenty buthels of corn. © The foil is good, 
though not of the moft excellent quality. “They 
plough the land, after it has produced three or 
four crops, but not very deep, and never ufe ma- 


-nure. The price of flour is twenty-two fhillings 


per hundred weight ; that of wheat from feven to 


eight fhillings per bufhel. The bufhel weighs 


fixty-two pounds upon an average. Labourers 
are fearce, and are paid at the rate of fix fhillings 

a day. 
Refpecting the feeding of cattle, the winter is 
here 
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here reckoned at five months and half, and near 
the lakes often at fix; on the mountains it is a 
month fhorter.. A few habitations are fcattered 
over this diftrict.. Wheat is here, as well as 
throughout all Upper Canada, generally fown; 
but other forts of grain are alfo cultivated. 
Wheat and rye are fown in September ; oats, in 
May ; barley, in June ; turnips, in J uly ; and po- 
tatoes,in May. The hay harveft falls between 
the 1oth of June and the 10th of July. Rye is 
generaily cut, about the beginning of July ; and: 
wheat, in the latter days of the fame month; 
potatoes ana turnips are dug up in Odtober and. 
November.. Grafs is, in general, mowed but 
once. Cultivated: meadows are fown with 
timothy-grafs. The cattle are fed,in winter, 
with hay; which is kept either in barns, in: 
Dutch lofts*, or in ftacks, after: the Englith 
manner: the laft are very badly made. Until 
the -winter {ets in with great leverity, the,cattle 
are left to graze in the woods ; they tell us, that. 
in all parts of Upper Canada, the fnow lies fel- 
dom deeper than two feet. The whole of thefe 


* In this neighbourhood, as well as throughout all the 
northern parts of the Union, they call a thatched roof of 
a round, fquare or polygonal form, which refts on long poits, 
but can be raifed or lowered at pleafure, a Dutch loft. 
Authar. 
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obfervations apply alfo to the cultivated ground 
near Lake Ontario and Lake Erie. 

Mr. Green, who has a very numerous family, 
intends to bring up all his fons to farming, and 
to build for each of them a mill, either on this 
or ona neighbouring creek. He grinds the corn 
for all the military pofts in Upper Canada; 
where General Simcoe. has ordered all the flour 
of a good quality to be purchafed, which fhall be 
offered by millers in larger quantities than fix 


~ bufhels. 


The road from Fortymile-creek to the extre- 
mity of the lake, which we travelled, on horfe- 
back, is one of the worft we have hitherto feen 
in America. But for our finding now and then 
fome trunks of trees in the fwampy places, we 
fhould not have been able to difengage ourfelves 
from the morafs. Along the road, which is fif- 
teen miles in length, the foi! 1s good; but we 
fearcely faw four plantations on the bank of the 
lake. At the very extremity of it, and on the 
moft fruitful foil, there are but two fettlements.. 

Burlington Bay borders on Lake Ontario. This 
bay is five miles in length, end communicates 
with the lake by a ftreight fixty yards wide ; but 
this communication is interrupted by fand- 
banks, which, at the extremity of the lake, form 
a bar, the bafe of which projects nearly half a 


mile 
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mile into the lake. This fole paflage excepted, 
the bay is feparated from the lake by an ifthmus, 
from’ two to four hundred yards. broad... At 
the point, where this ifthmus begins on the 
fouthern fide of the-lake, the unnavigable tract 
is about fifty feet-.in -width. Small veffels are 
worked up into a {mall creek in the bay ; whence 
they proceed without any impediment to any 
other part within its extent. The mountains, 
which near Fortymile-creek reach clofe to the 
lake, but afterwards recede to the diftance of five 
or fix miles, approach it again at the extremity 
of Burlington Bay. ‘Their colour, as well as the 
quality of the intervening foil between them and 
the lake, affords ground to fuppofe, that they once 
formed its borders, and that the tract of ground, 
which now feparates them from its prefent bed, 
and ‘which is covered with very old and beautiful 
trees, has been formed-by alluvia from the waters 
of the lake. This range of mountains, after hay- 
ing formed an opening, through which a pretty 
confiderable river emptics itfelf into the bay, re- 
join, bound the lake for about a fourth part. of - 
its length, and ftretch thence towards Lake 
Huron, in the vicinity of which they divide into 
different branches, the farther direction of which 
is not known. ‘The geographical knowledge of 
this country, as far as it relates to'the courle 


of 
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of the rivers, the fhape of the vallies, and the 
direction of the chain of mountains, is yet very 
imperfect. Governor Simcoe is aware of the 


| neceflity of its being enlarged and perfected. 


But, in a newly occupied country, like this, the 
number of objects neceflary to be attended to is 
immenfe. | 

During the whole of our excurfion we paffed 
through woods, copioufly adorned with flowers 
of the moft exquifite hues and fragrance, the 


names of which we could not learn. The num- 


bers of fragrant trees, of a fize unknown in En- 
rope, was equally great. 

The banks of the lake are rather unhealthy, 
and intermittent fevers are almoft as. frequent 
there, as in the diftrict of Geneflec. . But few 
furgeons refide in the country ; they are not fuf- 
tered to practife, till after having undergone an 
examination by a phyfician, appointed by go- 
vernment. This prevention, which may prove 
very beneficial in future times, is at prefent of 


no avail. For, as very few apply for leave te 


practife, the moft ignorant are admitted without 
difficulty, if they will only prefent themfelveés s for 
admiffien. 

By one of them I was informed, that the in- 
ferior clafles of the inhabitants dread their advice 
in intermittent feyers, becaufe they always pre- 


Vot. I. Hh {cribe 
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{cribe bark ; and that poor people, inftead of fol- 
lowing their advice, have recourfe to a fort of 
magic charm, in which univerfal confidence is 
placed in this country. If feized with the ague, 
they go into the foreft, fearch out a branch of an 
elm or faffafras, of the laft year's growth; faften 
to this branch, without breaking it off the tree, 
a thread, which muft not be quite new; tie as 
many knots, as they think they fhall have fits of 
the fever; and then return home, perfectly con- 
vinced, that they fhall not experience more fits, 
than they have bound themfelves to fuftain, by’ 
the number of knots they have tied. The firft 
difcoverers of this arcanum ufed to make fo few 
knots, that the ague would frequently difappoint 
their hopes, but they who at prefent pra¢tife this 
fuperftition tie fo many, that the febrile matter is 
generally carried off, before the number of fits 
comes up to that of the knots. | 

A tour along the banks of the lake is ex- 
tremely pleafant ; the profpect of this vaft fheet 
of water is majeftic, and the traces of culture, 
which upon the whole has been commenced on 


the beft principles, offer a picture, on which both 


the eye and the mind dwell with equal pleafure. 
The Governor is a worthy man, amiable and 
plain. The company was agreeable, and we en- 
joyed every convenience, which can be expected 


on 
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on a journey of this kind. And yet, during the 
whole time of our refidence in Naryhall, where 
he, as well as every one belonging to him, loaded 


us with civilitics, ina manner the moft agree-" 


able, I did not experience one moment of. true 
happinefs, and real untainted enjoyment. 
I am at a lofs to account to myfelf for the va- 
rious perceptions, which prefied upon my mind, 
: as rs 4 : ht] t 
and prevented my teclings from being entirel y ab- 


forbed by gratitude, and by the pleafing fenfa- 


tions, it naturally produces. I love the Englith 
more, perhaps, than any other Frenchman; I have 


‘been con{tantly well treated by the Englith; I 


have friends among them; [ acknowledge the 
many great qualities and advantages which they 
pofiefs. I deteft the horrid crimes, which ftain 
the French revolution, and which deftroyed fo 
many objects of my love and efteem; I am ba-~ 
nifhed from France ; my eftates are confifcated ; 
by the government of my country I am treated 
as a Criminal or corrupt citizen; fevered from all 
held dear, I have been reduced to extreme, in- 
expretiible mifery, by Robefpierre, and the reft 


of the rufians, whom my countrymen have fuf- 


fered to become their tyrants; nor are my mis- 
fortunes yet confummated—and yet, the love of 
my country, this innate feeling, now {o painful 
to me, io clafhing with my prefent fituation, 

Hh 2 holds 
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“~ 


holds an abfolute fway over my foul, and purs 
fiies me here more clofely, than elfewhere. This 
Englith flag, under which I am failing over lakes 
where the French flag was fo long difplayed; 


thefe forts, thefe guns, the fpoils of France, this | 


conftant, obvious proof of our former weaknefs 
and of our misfortunes, give me pain, perplex and 
overpower me to a degree, which Iam at a lofs 
to explain. The fuccefs, laft year, obtained by 
Lord Howe, which the Englifh mention with 
more franknefs, becaufe they fappofe our in- 
tereft ta be intimately connected with theirs; 
the eagerne{s they difplay in announcing new de- 
feats of the French, the accounts of which are 
prefaced by the affurance, that Englifh triumphs 
‘and exertion {hall reinftatc us in the poffeffion of 
our eftates, and followed with congratulations ; 
all thefe: common topics of converlation, which 
our guefts feem to introduce with the beft mten- 
tion, prove more painful to my feelings, as | am 
neceffitated to hide my thoughts, left I thould be 


deemed a fool by the few, in whofe eyes lam no ~ 


Jacobin, no Robefpierrian, and becaufe I am, as 
it were, at crofs purpofes with myfelf. And yet 
‘t is a fentiment rooted, deeply rootedin my 
foul, that 1 would continue poor and banithed, all 
the days of my life, rather jhan owe my refiora- 


tion ta my country and: my efiates, tothe influence of 


foreign 
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foreign powers, and to Britifh pride. 1 hear of 
no defeat of the French armies, without grief, of 
of any:of their triumphs, without my felf-love 
being gratified to a degree, which at times I take 
not fufficient care to conceal*. And yet, not- 


} 


withftanding thefe feelings, the confeftion- of 
which may appear ridiculous in my prefent fitua- 
tion, | cannot difcern the period, when anarchy 
fhall ceafe in my ill-fated country, and liberty, 
regulated by wife and efficient laws, afford hap- 
pinefs at leaft to thofe, who are not banifhed ; 
when France fhall reft her glory on a fafe and 
lafting foundation. 

I do not know, whether thofe of my friends, 
who fhall read thefe lines, will underftand my 
meaning ; and whether they will be more able; 


than I am, to reconcile thefe apparently incon- 


gruous. feelings and perceptions. I have here 
thrown them together, as { felt and conceived 
them. 


* Thefe “ Confeffions d'un Emigré,” which ingenuoutly 
exprefs the true fentiments of a very confiderable part of the 
emigrated French nobility and pentry, are not, it fe¢ms, 
unworthy of the notice of foreign powers, and efpecially of 
our government. A French emigrant, who acted in the 
Weft Indies as field-officer in the Britith fervice, regretted, 
that the “ pavillon chéri”” was not waving at the mait-head 
of the veflel, on board of which he was going to combat 


the French.—-7 ran//. . 
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In addition to the civilities offered here to our 
{mall company, Dupetitthouars experienced one 
of a peculiar complexion, confifting in an offer of 
Jands in Upper Canada, made by Major Seward, 
who, without exprefsly ftating, that he was au- 
thorifed by the Governor to propofe this offer, 
at leaft hinted fomething to that effect. The 
polite, yet peremptory anfwer, returned by Du- 
petitthouars, at once ended the bufinefs. 

The tafte for news is not by far fo prevalent in 
Upper Canada as in the United States. Only 
one new/fpaper is printed in Newark ; and but for 
the fupport granted by government, not the 
fourth part of the expence of the proprietor would 
be refunded by the fale of his papers. It is a fhort 
abitract of the newfpapers of New York and Al- 
bany, accommodated to the principles of the Go- 
vernor; with an epitome of the Quebec Gazette. 
In the front and back of the paper are advertife- 
ments. It is a weekly paper; but very few co- 
pies are fent to fort Erie and Détroit. The 
newfpaper prefs alfo ferves for printing the acts 
of the Legiflature, and the notices and orders 
iffued by the Governor ; and this is its principal 
ufe. In point of news, the fituation at Niagara 
is by no means convenient, efpecially in time of 
war. | 

The Englith fhips are not yet arrived from © 

| Quebec, 
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Quebec, and this day is the fixth of July. The 
intelligence, which reached Philadelphia about 
the time of our departure, has but juft been re- 
ceived at Niagara. ‘They tell us, that they know 
nothing, but what they have learned direétly from 
England. What little information we have been 
able to collect from different quarters, concerning 
the fentiments of the people, and which we 
could only now and then obtain, as we fhould 
otherwife have given offence by too much inqui- 
fitivenefs on this head, coincides in reprefenting 
the nation at large as defirous of tranquillity and 
peace. But the American loyalifts, who have 
actually fuffered by the war, (till harbour enmity 
and hatred againft their native land and country- 
men. Thefe fentiments however are daily de- 
ereafing, and are not fhared by the far greater 
number of emigrants, who arrive from the United 
States, Nova Scotia, and New Brunfwick. There 
are mal-contents in this country ; but their num- 
ber is {mall. Several new fettlers, who migrate 
into this province from the United States, falfely 
profefs an attachment to the Britifh Monarch, 
and curfe the government of the Union, for the 
mere purpofe of thus wheedling themfelves into 
the poffeflion of lands. ‘The high price of pro- 
vifion, the prohibition of a commercial inter- | 
eourfe, and the protracted delivery of the deeds, 

Hh4 | by 
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by which the property of granted lands is con- 
veyed to the occupiers, form, indeed, grounds of 


a a 


much difcontent ; but this is by rio means of a 


=e eet oe. aa ahead. eae 
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nature to caufe uneafinefs to the government, 

which feems even to doubt its exiftence, though, 
in cafe of a war with the United States, it might 
render its fituation extremely critical. 

The Epifcopal is the eftablifhed religion in’ 
Upper Canada. In Detroit, however, half of the 
inhabitants are Roman Catholics; and fome fa- 
milies of Quakers, Baptitts, and Dunkers, are {cat- 
tered through the province, though in fmall 
numbers. ; | 

_ A feventh part of the lands is allotted to the 
fupport of the Proteftant clergy. For the Roman 
Catholic fervice nothing is paid, except in Dé- 
troit. No church has yet been built, even in 
Newark. In the fame halls, where the Legifla- 

. tive and Executive Councils hold their fittings, 
jugglers would be permitted to difplay their tricks, — 
if any fhould ever itray to this remote country. 
Our laft excurfion in the environs of Naryhall 
brought us by Queenftown to one of the Tufca- 
rora villages, which ftands on the Indian terri- 
tory, four miles from Naryhall. One of the 
roads, which lead thither, paffes over mountains, 
that border upon the falls. This road affords fome 
imterefting profpects, fuch as precipices, dreary 
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recefles, wild romantic {cenes as far as the moun- 
tains project over the river, {till hemmed in be- 
tween this double range of high rocks, They 
become truly admirable where the mountains 
flope towards the plain, which feparates them 
from the banks of the-lake; this whole plain, 
Fort Niagara, the bank of the lake, the lake it- 
felf, nay, a part of the oppofite bank, burfting 
at once on your view. . The foil feems every 
where to be of a good quality. 

This Tufcarora village has as dirty and mean 
an appearance as all the other villages we have 
hitherto feen; but the inhabitants, being informed 
of the intended vifit of the Governor, had painted 
themfelves with the utmotft care, and were drefled 
in their moft fafhionable ftyle.. They fancied he 
came to hold an affembly. A booth, covered with 
green branches, before the door of the habitation 
of the chieftain, on‘which the Englith flag was 
waving, was the place fingled out for the ex- 
pected folemnity. The inhabitants were rather 


difappointed, when they learned from the Go-. 


vernor, that he came with no other view but to 
pay them a vifit. He fat down in the booth. 
The Indians were feated on benches placed in a 
femi-circular form; and fmoaked tobacco. As 
many of the young men as could find room fat at 
the end, or {tood Icaning on the rails, General 

Simcoe, 
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Simcoe and ourfelves were in the centre of the 
femi-circle ; women and children were kept at a 
diftance. 

Pa'rerson, an American by birth, whom the 
Indians took prifoner at the age of ten years (he 
is now twenty-five) acted as interpreter to the 
Governor. All his fpeeches, like every difcourfe 
of the Englifh agents addrefled to the Indians, 
turned on the fame fubject. He told them alto, , 
at this time, that the Yankees were brooding over 
fome evil defign again{t them ; that they had no 
other object in view but to rob them of their 
lands; and that their good Father (King George) 
was the true friend of their nation. He alfo re- 


peated, that the maize-thief (T—— P -) 


was a rogue and a liar. 
His fpeech, however, met not with much ap- 








plaufe on the part of the Tufcaroras. The Se- 
neca-Indians had called here a week before, on 
their way to Naryhall, and told them, that they 
were going to the Governor, without entering 
into any particulars refpecting the object of their 
vifit. This circumftance led the Tufcaroras to 
conclude, that fomething very important was in 
negociation between the Senecas and the Gover- 
nor, probably tending to the prejudice of their 
nation; for miftruft, fufpicion, and apprehenfions, 
form the prominent features of the policy of the 

| Indians ; 
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Indians ; and it mutt be confeffed, that this -way 
of thinking is a very natural confequence of the 
conduct of the colonifts towards them, 

The Governor difclaimed al] particular negoci- 
ations with the Senecas; and, in order to divert 
them from this opinion, made ufe of all the com- 
pliments and aflurances, which he thought any 
way fitted to flatter their vanity, or allay their 
fears. He again told them of the Yankees, of the 
maixe-thief, and of King George ; but all this did 
not fatisfy them. His promife of granting them 
lands in Canada, if the Yankees fhould drive 
them from their homes, made no deeper im- 
preffion ; nothing could brighten that cold, nay 
gloomy countenance, which they generally pre- 
ferve while they are treating on bufinefs. The 
extreme care, which they employ to conceal their 
Impreffions on fimilar occafions, may either be 
the effect of a ftudied diffimulation, the neceflity 
of which they may have learned in their inter- 
rourfe with the colonifts, or merely the refult of 
character and habit. This anecdote, however 
trifling in itfelf, fhews how eafily the jealoufy be- 
tween the different Indian nations is roufed a 


difpofition which, like all the other foibles of the, 


Indians, both the Englifh and the Americans turn 
to their advantage. 


There are few Indian villages, where fome per- 
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fons of European defcent have not fettled, who 
generally enjoy a confiderable fhare of influence 
over the tribe. ‘They are commonly people of a 
very indifferent character, attracted by the idle, - 
extravagant, and drunken habits of the Indians. 
It isa general remark, that the whites, who refide 
among them, are extremely vicious, cruel, and co- 
-vetous, and the very worft hufbands and fathers. 
 Tntermitting fevers are very frequent in this 
village. The Indians frequently take the advice 
of the phyfician, whom the Englifh government — 
appoints, and pays on their account; but they, 
far more frequently, take draughts, which they 
prepare themfelves from the juice of herbs. Al- 
though the neighbourhood is much infected with 
rattle-fnakes, yet none of the prefent inhabitants 
of this village were ever bitten by them. Their 
remedy, in this cafe, would confit of falt and 
water, which they think infallible, and fully fuf- 
ficient to effect a cure. 1 ete 
We met on this excurfion an American family, 
who, with fome ‘oxen, cows, and fheep, were 
emigrating to Canada. “‘ We come,” faid they, 
« to the Governor,” whom they did not know, - 
' « to fee whether he will give us land.” “ Aye, 
aye,’ the Governor replied, ‘‘ you are tired of 
the federal government ; you like not any longer 
to have fo many kings; you with again for your 
ne te old 
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old father,’ (it is thus the Governor calls the 
Britifh Monarch when he {peaks with Ameri- 
cans); ‘‘ you are perfectly right ; comie along, 
we love fuch good royalifts as you are, we will 
vive you land.” 

‘On our return from Queenftown we defcended 
in the Governor’s boat the noble river Niagara, 
the banks of which imagination delights to fancy 
coyered with inhabitants, and reclaimed by cul- 
ture from their prefent wild ftate, and views rich 
and charming landfcapes ; but this richnefs, and 
thefe charms, will probably yet, for a confiderable 
time, enchant the eye of fancy alone. 

During our refidence in Naryhall, Mefirs. Du- 
petitthouars and Guillemard took the opportunity 
of the return of a gun-boat, and made an ex- 
eurfion to York. Indolence, politenefs to the Go- 
vernor, and the conviction that I fhould meet with 

“nothing remarkable in that place, united to dif- 


~fuade me from this journey. My friends informed 


me on their return, that this town, which the 
Governor had fixed upon as the capital of Upper 


_ Canada, before he thought of building a capital 


on the Thames, has a fine extenfive road, de- 
tached from the lake by a neck of land of unequal 
breadth, being in fome places a mile, in others 
only fix fcore yards broad ; that the entrance of 


this road is about a mile in width; that m the 
middle 
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middle of it is a fhoal or fand-bank, the narrows 
on each fide of which may be eafily defended by 
works erected on the two points of land at the 
entrance, where two block-houfes have already 
been conftructed ; that this is two miles and half 
long, and a ete wide ; and that the elevation 
of the fhore greatly facilitates its defence by for- 
tifications to be thrown up on the moft con- 
venient points. 

Governor Simcoe intends to make York the 
centre of the naval force on Lake Ontario. 
Only four gun-boats are, at prefent, on this lake ; 
two of which are conitantly employed in tranf- 
porting merchandize; the other two, which 
alone are fit to carry troops and guns, and have 
oars and fails, are lying under fhelter until an oc- 
cafion occurs to convert them to their intended 
purpofe. It is the Governor’s intention to build 
ten fimilar gun-boats on Lake Ontario, and ten 
on Lake Erie. The fhip-carpenters, who con- 
{truct them, refide in the United States, and 
return home every winter. 

There have not been more than twelve houfes 
hitherto built in York. They ftand on the bay 
near the River Dun. The inhabitants do not 
poffefs the faireft chara&ter. One of them is the 
noted Bary, the leader of the German families, 
who, according to the aflertion of Captain Wil- 

liam{ona, 
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liamfon, were decoyed away by the Englith, to 
injure and obftruct the profperity of his fettle- 
ment. 

Notwithftanding the navigation of this river, 
there is a portage of thirty miles between York 
and Lake Simcoe, by which the merchandize, 
that comes from Lake Huron, might reach that 
place in a {traighter line. The barracks, which 
are occupied by the Governor’s regiment, ftand 
on the road, two miles from the town, and near 
the lake ; defertion, I am told, is very frequent 
among the foldiers. 

In a circumference of one hundred and fifty 
miles the Indians are the only neighbours of 
York. They belong to the tribe of the Miflaffo- 
gas. I fhall here obferve, that all, who have 
vifited the Indians in Upper Canada, affure us, 
that Father CuarLevorix has delineated their 
manners with the fame exa¢tnefs and truth, which 
has he in general difplayed in the defcription of 
the countries he traverfed. 

After a refidence of eighteen days at Naryhall, 
we took leave of the Governor on Friday the 10th 
of July. He withed us to ftay a little longer ; 
but Lord Dorcuester’s anfwer had probably 
reached Kingfton by this time; and, notwith- 
ftanding the Governor's true politenefs and gene- 
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rous hofpitality, we were not entirely free from 
apprehenfions of incommoding him. 

I hope that he has been as fatisfied with the 
fincerity and franknefs of Mr. Dupetitthouars and 
myfelf, as we were with his kindnefs. As to 
Mr. Guillemard, I make no mention of him, 
fince, he being an Englifhman, his fituation iS 
altogether different from ours. "We enjoyed in 
the General’s houfe the moft perfe@ freedom of 
opinion, which a man of his diftinguifhed talents 
will always cherifh, and but for which we fhould 
not have been able to continue fo long at Nary- . 
hall as we did. 

Every thing we have feen and heard in this 
part of Upper Canada renders it, in our judg- 
ment, extremely probable, that her dependance 
on England will not be of long duration. The 
fpirit of independance, which prevails in the 
United States, has already gained ground in this 
province, and will, no doubt, be much encreafed 
by a more immediate connection with the United 
States. The comparifon drawn by the inhabi- 
tants of Upper Canada, between the price of com- 
miodities fubject to Engitth duties and cuftoms, — 
and the value of the fame articles on the op-— 
pofite fhore, will be a fufficient fource of envy 
and difcontent. . The navigation being carried 
on 
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on by both countries on the fame lakes and 
canals, it will be impoffible to prevent the cons 
traband-trade ; and this cannot but prove highly 
prejudicial to Great Britain, at leat according to 
the fyftem, by which fhe is guided in the govern-~ 
ment of her colonies. This contraband-trade 
will be a conftant object of difpute between. the 
two ftates, and will furnifh the Governor of Upper 


~ Canada with fufficient pretences for commencing 


and promoting a war. But, a conteft, the na- 
tural confequence of which would be an increafe 
of the price of provifion in Canada far above — 
what it would bear in the United States, could 
not be a popular war. It would be a repetition 
of the American War of the Stamp-a¢t, and of 
the Tea-tax, and would probably be attended 
with the fame confequences. 

The natural order of things at this moment, 
and the univerfal difpofition of nations, announce 
the feparation of Canada from Great Britain as 
anevent, which cannot fail to take place. I know 
nothing, that can prevent it. By great profperity 
and glory, by fignal fucceffes in her wars, and by 
undifturbed tranquillity at home, Great Britain 
may be able to maintain her power over this 
country, as long as confiderable fums fhall be 
expended to promote its population and profpe- 


ity ; as long as it aaah enjoy the moft complete 
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exemption from all the taxes and burthens of 
the mother country; in fine, as long as a mild 
government, by refources prompt and well ap- 
plied, by ufeful public eftablifhments, not yet 
exifting, and by encouragernents held out to all 
claffes and defcriptions of citizens, fhall convince 
a people already invited and qualified by a wife 
‘conftitution to enjoy all the bleffings of liberty, of 
the advantages of a monarchical government, 
which in its benevolent projects unites wifdom of 
conception with rapidity of execution. 

But thefe conditions are znd will hardly be ful-_ 
filled. In our time, perhaps foon, Great Britain 
will lofe this bright jewel of her crown.” In 
regard to Canada, fhe will experience the fame 
fate, as fhe is likely to fhare, fooner or later, fe- 
refpecting her poffeffions ir India; as will befall 
Spain in refpe& to her Florida and Mexico, Por- 


* Readers, endowed with a larger fhare of political faga- 
city, than the author difplays throughout the whole train of 
arguments, on which he grouncs this difmal prefage, will 
probably incline to believe the predicted revolution in Ca- 

“nada not*quite fo near at: hand, as it appears to the Duke,. 
who. feems not to recolleé&, thatthe Britifh government, by 
fubftituting, as he himfelf calls it, * a wife conftitution” 
in the ftead of the ancient conftitutional form of Canada, 

has adopted the very means, to prevent her lofs, which 
at the clofe of his obfervations on this fubjec, he advifes - 
as the only preventive of fuch a calamity.—Z ranflator. 
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tugal in regard to her Brafil, in fhort all European 
powers; refpecting fuch of their colonies at leaft, 
as they poflefs on the continents, unlefs, enlight- 
ened by experience, they thall {peedily change the 
colonial form of government. 

Before I clofe the article. of Niagara, I mutt 
make particular mention of the civility fhewn us 
by Major LirrLenates, adjutant and firft {- 
cretary to the Governor ; a well-bred, mild, and 
amiable man, who has the charge of the whole 
correfpondence of government, and acquits him- 
felf with peculiar ability and application. Major 
Littlehales appeared to poffefs the confidence of 
the country. This is not unfrequently the cafe 
with men in place and power; but his worth, 
politenefs, prudence, and judgment, give this 
officer peculiar claims to the confidence and re- 
fpect; which he univerfally enjoys. 

We embarked for Kingfton on board the 
Onondago, one of the cutters, which compofe the 
naval force on the lake. This cutter is pierced 
for twelve fix-pounders, but carries only fix in 
_ time of peace. When thefe veflels are not laden 
with ftores for the King’s fervice, theyare freighted 
with merchandize, for which the merchants either 
pay freight, or engage to tranfport in their bot- 
‘oms an.equal quantity of the King’s ftores. 

2 The 
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The Onondago is of eighty tons burthen. On 
this occafion, fhe had two detachments on board ; 
one of the fifth regiment, deftined for Kingfton 
to bring money, and another of the Queen's ran- 
"gers, to receive at Montreal new cloathing for the 
regiment. ‘There were, befides, forty-one Cana- 
dians on board, who had conduéted ten veffels 
for the King’s fervice from Montreal to Niagara. 
The cabin-paffengers were, Mr. Richard, Mr. Se- 
ward, whom I have already mentioned, Mr. Bet- 
LEW, who commanded the detachment of the 
fifth regiment, which was going to fetch money, 
Mr. Hit, another officer of the fame regiment, 
who was ill, and was going to Kingfton for the 
recovery of his health, Mr. LEMOINE, an officer 
of the fixtieth regiment, quartered in Kingfton, 
and our party. z? 

The wind was tolerably fair during our pat- 
fage ; this is generally accomplifhed in thirty-fix 
hours ; at times in fixteen; but it took us forty- 
eight hours. Dead calms are frequent, efpecially 
at this time of the year, and laft fometimes five 
days. Scarcely any motion was obfervable on the 
waters of the lake. This paflage, which is one 
hundred and fifty miles long, offers no interefting 
objects ; the coaft foon difappears from your VIEW, » 
efpecially in hot weather, when the horizon 1s 
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clouded with vapours, as when we failed. Ducks’ 
Iflands form, to {peak generally, the only trifling 
danger on this pafiage. They are three in num- 
ber, lying in a line; there is no patiage for fhips 
either between the coaft and the ifland on the 
left, or between this and the middle ifland, on 
account of the rocks under the water, on which 
thips would unavoidably be loft. You muft pafs 
between the middle ifland and that on the right, 
where the water is from four to five miles-in 
width, and fufficiently deep to afford a fafe na- 
vigation. The only danger, to be here encoun- 
tered, might arife from a fudden guft of wind, 
fpringing up the moment, you approach the 


iflands, and driving the {hip into one of the dan- 


gerous channels. ‘To the beft of my knowledge, 
but one fhipwreck has happened here, ‘within 
the memory of man; but no veflel ventures near 
the iflands by night, except when the weather 
is perfectly fair and clear. A more common and 
more real danger arifes from the {torms, which 
frequently on a fudden arife on the lake, render 
it even more boifterous than the fea, and caufe 
the fhips to labour and {train more feverely, on 
account of the fhortnefs of the waves, bounded 
by the {mall extent of the waters, The fhips 
are then in conftant danger of being driven on 


fhore, and would hardly be able to avoid it, if the 
Ii 3 {torms 
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forms lafted longer. But they generally conti- 
ne only for a fhort time, efpecially in fummer, 
and the clearing up of the weather is as fudden 
as was the coming on of the ftorms. They are, 
properly fpeaking, only violent gales of wind, 
which in autumn frequently blow two days toge- 
ther, and fucceed each other very rapidly. Five 
or fix years ago, a fhip was loft, with every hand 
on board, and inftances of this kind are {aid not 
to be uncommon at that time of the year. From 
November until April, the navigation is entirely 
difcontinued on the lake. ars 
During our paflage, Lieutenant Eary, who. 
commanded the cutter, and almoft all our fel- 
low-paflengers, behaved to us, in the moft civil 
and obliging manner. The weather was very 
warm, and had been fo for the laft eight or ten 
days. The mercury in Fahrenheit’s thermome- 
ter ftood, at Naryhall, frequently at ninety-two ; 
but on board the veffel, in the cabin, it was only 
at fixty-four. It is lefs the intenfity of the heat, 
than its peculiar nature, which renders it alto- 
gether intolerable; it is fultry and clofe, and 
more fo by night, than by day, when it is fome- 
times frefhened by a breeze, which is not the 
cafe in the night; the opening of the windows 
affords no relief; you do not perfpire, but feel 
opprefied ; you refpire with difficulty ; your fleep 
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is interrupted and heavy; and you rife more fa- 
tigued, than when you lay down to reft. 

[ have already mentioned, that we had a de- 
tachment of the fifth regiment on board. They 
drefied, before we arrived at Kingfton. Eight 
days before we had feen the Indians painting 
their eyes with lamp-black and red-lead, and 
braiding their hair, to fix in it feathers or horfes’ 
manes, dyed red or blue. This day we faw Eu- 
ropean foldiers plaftering their hair, or if they 
had none, their heads, with a thick white mor- 
tar, which they laid on with a brufh, and after- 
wards raked, like a garden-bed, with an iron 
comb; and then faftening on their head a piece: 
of wood, as large as the palm of the hand, and 
thaped like the bottom of an artichcke, to make 
a cadogan, which they filled with the fame white 
mortar, and raked in the fame manner, as the reft 
of their head-drefs. 

This is a brief fketch of the fpectacle, which 
thefe foldiers exhibited to us, the laft two hours 
of our paflage ; though their toilette was not ex- 


actly. the fame as that of the Indians, yet they 


confulted their looking-glafs with the fame anxi- 


ous care. Thefe obfervations are lefs intended to 
throw a ridicule on the dref$ of foldiers, and the 
childifh attention paid to it in all countries, than 
to check the forwardnefs of thofe, who are ever 
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ready to ridicule all manners and habits, which 
are not their own. The Indian favage would be 
at a lofs, whether to laugh more at the Turk, 
who covers his {horn head with a turban, con- 
taining more or fewer folds in proportion to his 
rank and confequence—at the women in the 
ifland of Melos, whofe petticoats {carcely’ cover 
half their thighs, while their fleeves reach down 
to the ground—or at our belles, who ten years 
ago confined their breafts and waift in huge ftays, 
with falfe hips, and ftrutted along on high heels, 
and who now {crew up their waift to the mid- 
dle of their bofoms, tied round with a girdle, 
which looks more like a rope, than a fafh, wear 
their arms naked up to their fhoulders, and by 
means of tranf parent garments expofe every thing 
to yiew, which formerly they thought themfelves 
obliged to conceal, and all this, forfooth, toréfem- 
ble Grecian ladies, 


Sunday, the 12th of July. 


When Ducks’ IMlands were about twenty miles 
a-{tern of us, the take grew more narrow, and 
the number of iflands encreafed. . They feemed 
all to be well wooded, but are not inhabited, 
and lie nearly all of them along the nght bank, 
On the left is Guenty Bay, which ftretches about 

fifty 
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fifty miles into the country, and the banks of 
which are {aid to be cultivated up to a confider- 
able extent.. The eye dwells with pleafure, once 
more, on cultivated ground. The country looks 
pleafant. The houfes lie clofer, than in any of 
the new fettled parts of Upper Canada, which 
we have hitherto traverfed. The variegated ver- 
dure of the corn-fields embellithes and enriches 
the profpect, charms the eye, and enchants the 
mind. In the back-ground ftands the city of 
Kingfton, on the bay of the fame name, which 
the French, in imitation of the Indians, called 
Cadarakwe. It confifts of about one hundred 
and twenty or one hundred and thirty houfes. 
The ground in the immediate vicinity of the 
city rifes with a gentle fwell, and forms, from 
the lake onwards, as it were, an amphitheatre of 
lands, cleared, but not yet cultivated. None of 
the buildings are diftinguifhed by a more hand- 
fome appearance from the reft. ‘The only ftruc- 
ture, more confpicuous than the others, and in 
front of which the Englith flag is hoifted, is the 
barracks, a {tone building, furrounded with pal- 
lifadoes. 

All the houfes ftand on the northern bank of 
the bay, which ftretches a mile farther into the 
country. -On the fouthern bank are the build- 
ings belonging to the naval force, the wharfs, 
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and the habitations of all the perfons, who be- 
long to that department, The King’s fhips lie 
at anchor near thefe buildings, and confequently 
have a harbour and road feparate from the port 
for merchantmen. _We landed at Port Royal. 
However kingly were the commander. and his 
fhip, he took our money. Governor Simcoe ex-' 
preisly defired us not to pay for our paflage, as 
the cutter was a King’s fhip, and he had amply, 
fupplied us with provifion. But my friend Du- 
petitthouars, as well as myfelf, were fo much dif- 
pleafed with the idea, of making this paflage at 
the expence of the King of England, that we 
ventured to offer our money to Captain Earl. 
Offers of this kind are feldom refufed, nor did 
ours meet with a denial. Yet, it is but juftice to 
add, that Captain Earl is a worthy man, civil, 
attentive, conftantly on the deck, apparently fond 
of his profeffion, and mafter of his bufinef. _ 

No letter from Lord Dorchefter had yet arrived, 
and it was extremely uncertain when it would 
arrive. ‘The calculation, made at Kingfton, re- 
- fpe@ting the probable time of the return of an 
ani{wer, is lefs favourable than what they made 
at Niagara. We hall, perhaps, be obliged-to wait 
a week longer. How much time will be loft for 
our journey, and why? Becaufe Governor Sim- 
coe is not on good terms with Lord Dorchetter ; 

‘and 
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and becaufe he obferves the niceft punctuality, 


from which, in confideration of the letters we 
brought with us, he might well have departed in 
this cafe. Our friend, Mr. Hammond, might 
have faved us this unpleafant delay, by writing 
fooner to Lord Dorchefter, as I requefted him to 
do. Unfortunately fuch accidents cannot be fore- 
feen. If they could, how many things fhould we 
alter in the courfe of our life? We muft wait. 
Patience, patience, and again patience. 
Kingfton is the place, to which Lord Dor- 
chefter withes, that General Simcoe fhould trans- 
fer the feat of government in Upper Canada. In 
this choice he is, perhaps, in a great meafure 1n- 
fluenced by the advantage, which he would thus 
enjoy, of having all the troops, in cafe of an at- 
tack, in the vicinity of Quebec, which is, in his 
opinion, the only tenable place in Lower Canada. 
He thinks, that if the feat of the government of 
Upper Canada were removed to Kingfton, which 
lies nearer to Quebec than any other place, the 
orders and news, which arrive from Europe, would 
reach this place with more rapidity and fatety, 


and would alfo be more rapidly circulated through | 
the province. He further imagines, that the na- 
val ftores, fent from Europe, would here be {afer, 
and-that the refitting of fhips would be cheaper. 
and with more fecurity ere¢ted in Kingfton, whi- 

ther, 
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ther, at all times, they might be fent directly from 
Quebec, at leaft more expeditioufly, than to any 
other place on the lake, where the inconvenience 
of a tedious and uncertain paflage muft be added 
to the expence tor fhifting the cargo on board of 
another veffel. } 

Governor Simcoe, on the contrary, is of opini- 
on, that by the aggregate of his arrangements, the 
_ defence of Upper Canada might be eafily effected. 
He adds, that the wealth of the country, which 
‘he confiders as the neceflary refult of his projects, 
will attract the enemy ; and that if they thould 
make themfelves matters of Upper Canada, it 
would be impoffible to diflodge them. He alfo 
obferves, that, in time of war, by the various 
means of navigation, confiderable parties might be 
eafily fent from Upper Canada to every point of 
the United States, even to Georgia; that Upper 
Canada is the key of the territories of the Indi- 
ans; and that thence fuccours may be eafily fent — 
to every part of Lower Canada, which, on the 
other hand, 1s not able to fend any to Upper Ca- 
nada, at leaft not fo expeditioufly as circum- 
{tances might require. 

As tothe more rapid circulation of orders. and - 
intelligence, and the earlier receipt of them, the 
Governor allows the truth of thefe allegations; — 


but antwers, that, from the vaft extent of Canada, 
it 
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it is extremely improbable, that in cafe of its be- 
ing peopled, this territory fhould be divided only 
into two governments. He adds, that the beft 
method of peopling fuch parts of Canada, as have 
hitherto been explored, would be, to encourage 
the populatior. of the two extremities, in which 
cafe, the profperity of the centre would be more 
eafily and rapidly attained. He further obferves, 
that, in fuch z cafe, Kingfton would become the 
capital of a new province; and that, in regard to 
the more difficult and more expenfive diftnbution 
of fhips, no facility and favings, to be obtained 
under this hezd, could balance the advantage of 
uniting in its centre the whole naval force {tation- 
ed on the lake, and efpecially in a place, where it 
is moft effentially protected againft an attack. 
All men feck after reafons or pretenfions to en- 
large the extent of their authority and power. 
Here, as every where elfe, good and bad reafons 


are alleged in fupport of a fyftem, of a project, 


and efpecially of the interefts of felf-love. Yet. 


power is alfo here, as every where elfe, the bett, 


at leaft the moft decifive of reafons; and if Lord’ 


Dorchefter fhould not be able to prevail upon the 
Britifh government to declare Kingfton the capi- 


_tal of Upper Canada, he will, at leaft, prevent the 


feat of govemment from being eftablifhed be- 


tween the lakes Erie, Huron, and Ontario, ac- 
cording 
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cording to the wifh of General Simcoe. As to 
the project of transferring it to York, he declares 
himielf in a manner by no means favourable to 
that city ; and in this opinion he is joined by all 
the inhabitants of Kingfton, whofe difpleafure at 
their city not becoming the capital of the pro- 
vince 1s greatly increafed by the confideration, 
that, in confequence of this project, their town 
will ceafe to be the emporium of the {mall naval 
force {tationed on this lake. The friends of Kingf- 
ton further allege againft the projet, and not 
without reafon, that York is an unhealthy place, 
and will long remain fo, from the nature of the 
ground, which feparates the bay from the lake. 
Dupetitthouars, who is a zealous partizan of 
York, as far as he confiders it in the light of an 
eftablifhment for the navy, cannot help allowing, 
that it has the air of being an unhealthy place. 


General Simcoe apparently poffeffes the love and 


confidence of all the inhabitants and foldiers. 
But his projects are deemed too extenfive; and, 
aboye all, too coftly, in proportion to the advan- 
tages, which England 1s likely to reap from their 
being carried into effe¢t. 3 
The merchants on the lake, whofe rapacity the 
Governor is endeavouring to-reftrain, lay great 
ftrefs on thefe two objectons, and beftow much > 


praife on Lord Dorchefter's profound wifdom and 
confummate 
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confummate abilities; while, by other accounts, 
he was formerly an ufeful man, but is now fuper- 
annuated. | | 
Lord Dorchefter being an utter ftranger to me, 
I am altogether unqualified to judge of his abili- 
ties and talents. I am alfo unacquainted with 
the amount of the expence, which the execution 
of GovernorSimcoe's plans may require, and with 
the refources which England may poflefs to meet 
them. But I am clearly of opinion, that Great 
Britain cannot fail to reap fignal advantages from 
his views and projects, if they fhould ever be car-, 
ried into effet; and that they compofe a com- 
plete fyftem, which, if properly purfued in all its 
parts, will do great credit to him, who fhall ex- 
ecute it. 

But, at the fame time, all the information we 
here obtain on this fubjeét confirms our opinion, 
that General Simcoe meets with much oppofi- 
tion in his plans; that the jealoufy, which Lord 
Dorchefter fhows in regard to him, and which 1s 
the natural refult of his age and temper of mind, 
is carefully kept alive, by thofe who hold places 
under him; and that, with the exception of grants 
of land, and other matters of government, in re- 
fpect to which the Governor is perfectly inde- 
pendent, he can do and enact nothing without 
the confent of the Governor General. . As to his 
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rooted averfion againft the Americans, I have 
heard it cenfured even by private foldiers; but 
he is allowed by all to poffefs military talents. 

In relating thefe particulars, which finifh the 
picture of the man, I have no other object, but 
faithfully to draw the character of Governor Sim- 
coe, who, being undoubtedly a man of fuperior 
abilities and endowments, deferves to be known.* 

Kingfton, confidered as a town, is much infe- 
d rior to Newark; the number of houfes is nearly 
a equal in both. Kingfton may contain a few more 
: buildings, but they are neither fo large nor fo good 
as at Newark. Many of them are log-houfes, and 
thofe which confift of joiners work, are badly 
conftructed and painted. But few new houfes 
are built. No town-hall, no court-houfe, and 
no prifon have hitherto been conftructed, The 
houfes of two or three merchants’ are conyeni- 
it ently fituated for Joading and unloading ‘hips ; 
| but, in point of ftructure, thefe are not better 
than the reft. Their trade chiefly confifts in pel- 
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* Governor Simcoe has fince left Upper Canada, and 
returned to England, whence he has been fent ‘to St. Do- 
mingo. _ In that colony he has found no opportunity for 
difplaying his military talents, but has endeavoured to curb 
the rapacity of the {mall army in the pay of Great Britain, 
and by this meritorious conduét excited the hatred both of 
the Frenchand Englifh, who have piite it ina aes 
manner.—/uthor. 
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try, which comes acrofs the lake, and in. provi- 
fion from Europe, with which they fupply Upper 
Canada. They act as agents or commiffioners of 
the Montreal Company, who have need of ma- 
gazines in all places, where their goods muft be 
unfhipped. 

The trade of Kingfton, theretore, is not very 
confiderable. The merchant fhips are only three 
innumber, and make but cleven voyages in a 
year. — Kingfton is a ftaple port. -It-1s fituated 
twelve miles above that point of theziver; which 
is confidered as the extremity of the lake. Here 
arrive all the veffels, which fail up the myer of 
St. Lawrence, laden with proyifion brought an 
European fhips to Quebec. 

The barracks are conftructed on the fite of F ort 
Frontenac, which was built by the French, and 
levelled by the Englifth. The latter built thefe 
barracks about fix years ago. During the Ame- 
tican war their troops were conftantly in mo- 
tion; and, in later times, they were quartered in 
an ifland, which the French call [le aux Chev- 
reaux, (Goats’ Ifland) and which the Englifh 
have named Carleton, after Lord Dorchefter. 
Fort Frontenac, which was liable to be attacked 
on all fides, would anfwer no other purpofe but 
to proteét the {mall garrifon, which the F rench 


kept there, againft the attacks of the Indians and 


Vor. I. Kk Englith ; 
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Englith; a part of the garrifon was quartered 
in Cadarakwe, for the proteétion of the French 
trade. Here were alfo built, by Mr. De La- 
SALLE, the firft French fhips, which navigated 
the lake. 

Kingfton feems better fitted for a trading town 
than Newark, were it only for this reafon, that 
the fhips, which arrive at the latter place, and 
are freighted for Lake Eric, pafs by the former, 
to fail again up the river as far as Queen's Town, 
where the portage begins. Nor is its pofition 
equally advantagcous for fharing the trade in pro- 
vifion, with which the lake may one day fupply — 
Lower Canada, England, perhaps all Europe, -if 
Upper Canada fhould ever anfwer the expecta- 
tions entertained by Governor Simcoe. . 

Kingfton is, at prefent, the chief town of the 
middle diftriét of Upper Canada, the moft popu- 
lous part of which is that fituated on Queen's 
Bay. ‘This diftrict not only produces the corn 
requifite for its own confumption, but alo ex- 
ports yearly about three or four thoufand bufhels. 
This grain, which, in winter, is conveyed down 
the river on fledges, is bought by the merchants, 
who éngage, on the arrival of the fhips from 
Europe, to pay its amount in fuch merchandize, 
as the fellers may require. The merchants buy 
this grain for government, which pays for it, ‘in 

ready 
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eeady money, according to the market price at 


Montreal. The agent of government caufes a» 


part to be ground into flour, which he fends to 
the different pofts in Upper Canada, where it 1s 
wanted; and the. furplus he fends to England, 
probably with a view of raifing the importance 


_of the colony in the eftimation of the mother- 


country. The price of flour in Kingfton, 1s, at 
prefent, fix dollars per barrel. 
The diftri@ of Kingfton fupplied, laft year, the 


other parts of Canada with large quantities ‘of 


peafe; the culture of which, introduced but two 


years ago, proves very productive and fuccefsful;: 


In the courfe of laft year, one thoufand barrels 


of falt pork, of two hundred and eight pounds. 


each, were fent from Kingfton to Quebec ; its 
price was cighteen dollars per barrel. The whole 
trade is carried on by merchants, whofe profits 
are the more confiderable, as they fix the price 
of the previfion, which they receive from Eu- 
rope, and either fell in the vicinity, or fhip for 
the remoter parts of Upper Canada, without the 
leaft competition, and juft as they think proper. 


Althouch the number of cultivators is here 
S * = 

. greater than in the diftri@ of Niagara, yet the 
vatt quantity of land under cultivation is not > 


better managed than theirs. The difficulty of 


procuring labourers obftructs’ agricultural im- 
Sn Kk 2 provements, 
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provements, and encourages them to infift on 
enormous wages. 

The procefs of clearing woodlands is here the 
fame, as all over America. The hufbandmen 
harrow the cleared ground two, three, or four 
years fucceffively ; during which ‘time wheat 1s 
fown.: Then they plough, but in a very imperfect 
manner, and fow peafe or oats, and again wheat, 
and fo on, according to the common routine. 
The land yields,: in this. ftate, from twenty to. 
thirty bufhels per: acre. pata | 

Corn, for the winter, is an HE NF a 
aad Auguft till the end of September. 
Snow falls generally in the latter days of Noyem- 
ber; and remains on the ground until the begin- 
ning of April. Under this cover the blade gets 
up remarkably well; the corn ripens in July, and 
the harveft begins about the end of that month, 
For want of reapers, the {cythe is made ufe of, 
which caufes a great wafte of corn, that cannot 
be houfed, and merely ferves for feeding pigs. 
Labourers, whofe common wages are from three 
to four fhillings (Halifax currency), -are paid du- 
ring the harveft atthe rate of one dollar, or fix 
fhillings a day. Some farmers hire Canadians 
for two or three months, to whom they pay fe~ 
ven or eight dollars per month, and find them 
in victuals. It frequently happens, that thefe 

Canadians, 
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Canadians, who bind themfelves by a written 
contract, meet with people offering them more 
money than they receive from their matters, 
which not being allowed to accept, they, of 
courte, grow diflatisfied, and work negligently. 
They muft be procured from the environs of — 
Montreal. Farmers, who have no acquaintance 
in that country, find it difficult to obtain them ; 
and this difficulty deters many cultivators from 
recurring to: that refource, from which they 
might elfe derive confiderable advantages. ‘The 
harveft work is therefore generally performed by 
the family: thus the houfing ofthe crops, though 
it proceed flowly, 1s yet accomplifhed ; but the 
farmer has much additional trouble, and tlie lofs 
he fuftains, by his harveft being leds perfect, far 
exceeds the few dollars, which he would have 
been obliged to {pend in gathering in his crops in 
a more expeditions manner. The. foil, which 
is but of a middling quality in the vicinity of the 
town, is excelicnt about the bay ; many farmers 
poffefs there to the number of one hundred and 

fifty acres of land, thoroughly cleared. | 
The climate of America, efpecially that of Ca- 
nada, encourages the imprudence and covetout- 
nefs of the farmers. There is no danger here, 
as in Europe, of the hay rotting, and the grain 


being fpoiled by rains, if not fpeedily houfed. 
Kk 83 There 
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Or 


There feldom paffes a day without fun-thine: 
the fky is feldom entirely overcaft ; it never rains 
but during thunder-ftorms, and this rain never 
continues longer than two hours. Grain is, be- 
fides, feldom liable here to blights, or any other 
kind of difeafe. 

The cattle are not fubject to contagious dif- 
tempers ; they are numerous, without being re- 
markably fine. The fineft oxen are procured from 
Conneéticut, at the price of feventy or eighty 
dollars a yoke. Cows are brought either from 
the ftate of New York, and thefe are the finett : 
or from Canada: the former coft twenty, and 
the latter fifteen dollars. Thefe are {mall in fize, 
but, in the opinion of the farmers, better milch- 
cows, and are for this reafon preferred. There 
aré no fine bulls in the country; and the gene- 
rality of farmers are not fenfible of the advan- 
tages to be derived from cattle of a fine breed. 
In fummeér the cattle are turned into the woods ; 
in winter, that is, fix months together, they are 
fed on dry fodder, namely, with the. ftraw of 
wheat, rye, or peafe, and on moft farms with hay 
cut on fwampy ground, but by rich and prudent 
farmers with good hay. The hay is frequently 
kept the whole winter within a fort of fence, 
covered with large branches, through which, 


however, the {now finds its way ; but commonly 
it 
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jt is preferved in ricks badly made, and under 
Dutch hay-fheds. The meadows yield to the 
quantity-of four thoufand pounds per acre, but 
no aftercrop. There is no ready market at which 
a farmer can fell that part of his cheefe and but- 
ter, which is not wanted for the ufe of his family. 
Of cheefe and butter, therefore, no more is made, 
than the family need for their own confumption. 
They generally begin in the firft days of May to 
make a provifion for the winter. Some few far- 
mers manufacture coarfe woollens for their own 
clothing ; the more ufual way, however, is to buy 
the clothes.. The farmer.is too bufy, has too lit- 
tle affiftance, and makes his calculations with too 
little judgment, to engage in fuch a multiplicity 
of labours. 

- Sheep are more numerous here than in any 
part of the United States, which we have hither- 
to traverfed. They are either procured from 
Lower Canada, or the ftate of New York, and 
coft three dollars a head. They thrive in this 
country, but are high legged, and of a yery indif- 
ferent fhape. Coarfe wool, when cleaned, cofts 
two fhillings a pound. There are few or no 
wolves, rattle-fnakes, or other noxious animials, 


in this country. 
The farmers make. but little maple-fugar, 
though the woods abound with the trees, from 
Kk 4 which 


 —} 





te 
iii 
‘ 
: 


% 





504 TRAVELS THROUGH 


which it is procured. The Indians import about 
two or three thoufand pounds, and fell it to the 
retail traders for one fhilling a pound. Maple- 
fugar is prepared in much larger quantities in 
Lower Canada. The Canadians eat it here on 
bread, or. make cakes of it, mixed up with flour 
of wheat, or Indian corn. On the maple-tree 
frequently grows a fort of knobs, or funguffes, 
of a very large fize. If thefe excrefcences -be 
torn from the tree, and dried in the fun, they 
form an excellent tindér, which the Indians and 
Canadians ufé to light their pipes. Notwith- 
ftanding the great number of pines, no refin has 
yet been gathered. The culture of hemp and flax 
has been tried, but hitherto without fuccefs ; the 
experiments, however, are continued. - 
The price of wheat is one dollar per bufhel ; 
laft year the price was much lower; but it has 
rifen from the general failure of the harveft. 
Fire-wood, delivered in the town, cofts one doliar 
a cord ; in winter itis conveyed thither in fledges 
fronv all the iflands and banks of the river, which 
are covered with wood. pea Cant See 
_ The river freezes over at the diftance of twenty — 
mules above Kingfton, | zs | 
The price of land is from two fhillings and 
{ix-pence to one dollar per acre, if the twentieth 
part be cleared. This price rifes in proportion 
ae | | to 
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to the number of acres cleared of wood, though 
influenced by occafional circumftances. Two 
hundred actes, one hundred and fifty of which 
were cleared, were very lately fold for one thou- 
fand fix hundred dollars. The expence for cut- 
ting down all the large trees on an acre, and in- 
clofing it with a fence as rude as in the United 
States, amounts to eight dollars. 

There is no repular market in Kingfton ; every 
one provides himfelf with frefh meat as well as 
he can, but frequently it cannot be had on any 
terms. 

For this information I am chiefly indebted to 
Mr. Srewarp, curate in Kingfton, who culti- 
vates himfelf feventy acres, a part of two thou- 
fand acres, which have been granted him as an 
American loyalift. He is a native of Harrifburg 
in Pennfylvania, and feems to have zealoufly em- 
braced the royal caufe in the American war. 
Fifteen hundred pounds fterling, which he had 
placed in the American funds, have been confif- 
cated. Although he continues warmly attached 
to the Britifh Monarch, yet he has become more 


moderate in his political principles ; he has pre- 
ferved fome friends who efpoufed the caufe of 
the Republic, among whom 1s Bifhop WuirTE, 
of Philadelphia. Mr. Steward is a man of much 
general information, mild, open, affable, and uni- 

verfally 
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verfally refpected ; he is very fanguine in his ex- 
peétation that the price of land will rife, and that 
he. fhall then be enabled to portion out his nu- 
merous children, Without being avery fkilful 
farmer, he is perfectly. acquainted with the details 
of agriculture, fo that I can place implicit confi- 
dence on his ftatements, the truth .of which has 
alfo been confirmed by other hufbandmen. 

_ The number of farmers is very fmall about 
Kingfton. Ry Mr. Steward’s report, the agrees 
ment between the land-owner and farmer is ge- 
nérally made for their joint «account, ‘but not 


always faithfully performed. From. his having 


been impofed upon in fuch agreements, he leafed 
out laft year four hundred and thirty acres, which 
are fituated on the bay, and forty of which are 
cleared, for a yearly rent of one hundred and fifty 
bufhels of grain ; on condition that, if at the ex- 
piration of three years his tenant be defirous of 
acquiring. the property of thefe lands, he mutt 
pay him one thoufand dollars ; in default where- 
of, he is bound to quit the land, and will con- 
fequently lofe all the money sad Jabour {pent 
in clearing the ground. 

The clergy of the Epifcopal church are the 
only minifters in Upper Canada, who are paid by. 
government. The members of other seligious 
feéts pay their paftors, if they choofe to have 


any. 
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any. In the diftriét of Kingfton are Baptifts, 
Prefbyterians, Roman Catholics, and Quakers ; 
but they poffefs no building devoted to religious 
worthip. Some of the inhabitants of Kingfton 
are American loyalifts ; but the majority is com- 
pofed of Scots, Englifh, Irth, Germans, and 
Dutchmen. 

The emigration from the United States is not 
confidcrable ; during the laft three or four years 
it has been yery infignificant indeed, but gains 
now, it is afferted, a more promifing appearance. 
This intelligence, which we firft received from 
people attached to the Englifh government, has 
fince been confirmed to us by a great many la- 
bourers. Thefe new colonifts emigrate moft of 
them from the States of Connecticut, Vermont, 
and New Hampfhire. The emigration from Ca- 
nada to the United States is far lefs confiderable. 

If any dependence might be placed on the re- 
port of perfons, who arrived four years ago front 
the River Mohawk, fuch families, as are fui- 
pected of an attachment to Great Britain, are, 


in the United States, looked upon rather with 


an evil eye ; but perhaps they give out fuch re- 
ports, merely that they may mect with a better 
teception in the Britifh poffeffions. 

The inhabitants of the diftrict of Kingfton 


meddle #till lefs with politics than the people. of 
Newark. 
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Newark. No newfpaper is printed in the town; 
that of Newark is the only one publifhed in Up- 
per Canada, which being a mere imperfect ex- 
tract from the Quebec Gazette, is here taken 
in by no one. “I know but of two perfons who 
receive even the Quebec-paper. As to the in-. 
terior of the country, no news penetrates into 
that quarter, a circumftance that | excites there 
very little regret. 

In this diftrict are fome fchools, but they are 
few in number. The children are inftructed in 
reading and writing, and pay each a dollar a 
month. One of the mafters, fuperior to the reft 
in point of knowledge, taught Latin; but he 
has left the {chool, without being fucceeded by 
another inftructor of the fame learning. 

There are yet but very few furgeons in this 
diftrict ; they, who aflume this appellation, con- 
trive to get well paid for their trouble. Ex- 
cepting intermittent fevers, which are rather fre- 
quent in Kingfton, the climate 1s very healthy. 
The houfes, as has already been obferved, are 
built of wood, for reafons which it 1s extremely 
difficult to difcern.. The town is feated on rocky 
ground; and not the fmalleft houfe can be built 
without the foundation being excavated in a rock, 
a fort of ftone which affords the twofold advan- 


tage of Se eafily cut, and of growing hard, 
when 
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when expofed to the air, without cracking in 
the froft. The inhabitants allow that, if brick- 
layers were procured even from Montreal (for 
there are none in this place), building with ftone 
would be lefs expenfive than with-woed. ‘They 
grant that, in addition to the greater folidity .of 
fuch buildings, they would aftord more warmth 
in winter, and more coolnefs in,fummer ;. but 
habit is here; as elfewhere, more powerful than 
reafon. Carpenters wages amount to fixteen 
fhillings a day ; labourers are equally. fearce in 
Newark, and confequently as bad and as dear. 
This diftrict contains no--paupcrs, and; of 
courfe, there exift no poor rates; the taxes. are 
managed in the fame manner as at Newark. 
The roads at Kingfton are much thesfame as 
at. Newark ; they ate kept in good repair by-ten 
days labour, from which none of the inhabitants 
are excepted, all being obliged to work ten days 
at the roads. Labouring pcople complain, and 
not without reafon, that this public burthen ‘has 
not been affeffed in a manner more proportionate 
tothe means of the inhabitants; and calculate, 
with fome degree of Aifcontent, that their ten 
days’ labour is tantamount to a tax of twelve 
dollars and upwards ; for they muft alfo find their 
own victuals when they work on the roads. 


_ There is but one church in Kingfton, and. this, 
though 
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though very lately built, refembles a barn more 
than a church. | 
We had a letter from General Simcoe to the 
Commanding Officer in Kingfton, who, at our 
arrival, was Captain Parr, of the fixticth regi~ 
ment. Six hours after the detachment, com- 
manded by that gentleman, was relieved by an: 
other of the fame regiment, under the orders of 
Major Dozson. This circumftance; however, 
did not prevent Captain Parr from giving us the 
moft obliging proofs of civility and kindnefs. 
He 1s a fon of the aged Governor of Nova Scotia. 
At firft he feems cold, grave, and referved; but 
his countenance brightens on a nearer acquaint- 
ance, and grows more open, gay, and cheerful ; 
he foon fell into an cafy familiarity of converfa- 
tion, which was heightened during our dinner. 
His behaviour was entirely free from ceremony, 
and indicated that he was not mi on bie our 
fociety. wee 
This dinner, which he gave to ck newly ar- 
rived officers, forms for us a remarkable epocha, 
The ingenuity of the Englith in devifing toafts, 
which are to be honoured with bumpers, is well 
known. ‘To decline joining in fuch a toaft would 
be deemed uncivil ; and, although it might be 
more advifeable to fubmit to this charge, than to 


contraé a fickne&, yct fuch energy of chara@er 
is 
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is feldom difplayed on thefe occafions, Unwill- 
ing to oppofe the general will, which becomes 
more imperious. in proportion as heads grow 
warmer, you rcfort to flight deceptions in the 
quantity you drink, in hopes thus to avert the im- 
pending cataftrophe. But this time norie of “us, 
whether French or Englifh, had carried the de- 
ception far enough, and I was concerned to feel, 
the remainder of the evening, that Ihad taken 
tod‘ lively a part in the event of the two de- 
tachments relieving each other. has 

The fixtieth regiment, to which they Nelda? 
is the only regiment in the Englith fervice;ex- 
cépting the guards, which confifts of four bat- 
talions. ‘This regiment, which at the time‘of the 


war of 1757 was compofed only of two‘battalions, 
was raifed in Amcrica, afd as many foreigners as 


Englifhmen were enlifted: Jt was afterwards 
augmented to four battalions, and was confidered, 
as in faét it is {till in many refpects, as a foreign 
regiment. The firft two battalions have never 
yet Ieft America; the two others have been 
ftationed in Jerfey, Guernfey, and the Antilles. 
General AMHeERs' is colonel of this regiment*. 
In point of duty, promotion, and command, the 


* On the death of Lord Amber, His Royal. Highnefs 
the Duke of York was appointed Colonel of the fixtieth 
fegiment.— Tranflator. 


four 
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four battalions are perfectly independent of each 
other. | 
The officers we have feen are well bred and 
extremely, polites,. a2 / Bos * Bg 55 B® 
* *# * £ + * # e Hk oe * 
The general opinion, in regard to Canada, i 1S, 
that. this country proves, at prefent, very bur- 
thenfome to England, and will be ftill more fo 
in future; and that, of confequence, Great 
Britain would confult her true intereft much bet- 
ter by declaring Canada an independent country, 
than; by, preferving it an Englifh colony, at fo 
enormous an expence. The Canadians, fay they, 
will never be fincerely attached to England, fo 
that, if, in time of war, a militia were raifed, 
not half of them would. take up .arms againft 
America, and none perhaps againft France, The 
Britifh government commits, therefore, in their 
opinion, a grofs error, in expending fuch vatt 
fums in attempting to improve and preferve a 
country, which, fooner or later, is fure to fecede 
from Great Britain, and which, did it remain 
faithful to the mother country, could not be of 
real fervice to it for any lengthoftime. 
-Thefe gentlemen further affert, in direct con- 
tradiction to General Simcoe’s opinion, that the 
majority of new fettlers of Upper Canada, who 


emigrate from the United States, and who are 
efteemed 
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efteemed loyalifts,: would certainly affitt thofe 
States, if they marched any troops into that coun- 
try. lam not qualified to form a ‘corre&t judg- 
ment on thefe opinions, which are perhaps mere 
effufions of the difpleafure of officers, obliged to 


-ferve at fo great a diftance from Great Britain .* 


yet they appear to me not altogether deftitute of 
foundation. But, however this may be, all the 
Canadians, we have feen, whether inhabitants of 
the country or failors, conf tantly expreffed the ut- 
moft fatisfaction on meeting with us Frenchmen 
of old France, and evinced a degree of re{fpect and 
obligingnefs, to which we had long been unac- 
cuftomed. I cannot fay much on the character 
of this people; all who came under my obferya- 
tion were full of fpirit, active, gay and merry.’ 
The royal navy 1s not very formidable in this 

place; fix veffcls compofe the whole naval force, 
two of which are {mall. gun-boats, which we faw 


* Whether the political opinions of the officers of the 
fixtieth regiment, ‘alluded to by the Duke, be correctly 
ftated, muft be left to thefe gentlemen to explain. But 
the fuppofition, that Britith officers, from a mere diflike 
to remote garrifons, fhould cenfure adminiftration for not 
Eeendoning a colony, which in the author's opinion js 

‘a bright jewel in the Britifh crown”—* an important 
*“conqueft,” and the lois of which appears to him ‘ a pub-- 


*‘ lic calamity,”. is an effufion of Gallic petulance, which 
fhould not pafs unnoticed.—T? enflator. 
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at Niagara, and which are ftationed at York. T'wo 
fmall fchooners of twelve guns, viz. the Onon- 
dago, in which we took our paflage, and the 
Mohawk, which is juft finifhed; a fmall yacht of 
eighty tons, mounting fix guns, and laftly the 
Miflafoga, of as many guns as the two fchooners, 
which has lately been taken into dock to be re- 
paired, form the reft of it. All thefe veffels are 
built of timber frefh cut down, and not feafoned, 
and for this reafon lafl never longer than fix or 
eight years. To preferve them.even to this time 
requires a thorough repair; they mutt be heaved 
down and caulked, which cofts at leaft from one 
thoufand to one thoufand two hundred guineas. 
The expence for building the largeft of them 
amounts to four thoufand guineas. This 1s an 
enormous’ price, and yet it is not fo high as on 
Lake Erie, whither all forts of naval ftores muft 
be fent from Kingiton, and where the price of la- 
bour is {till higher. The timbers of the Miffafoga, - 
which was built three years ago, are almoft all 
rotten. It is fo eafy to make provifion of fhip: 
timber for many years to come, as this would re- 
quire merely the felling of 1 it, and that too at no. 
great diftance from the place where it is to be 
ufed, that it is difficult to account for this precau- 
tion not yet having been adopted. Two gun- 
boats, which are deftined by Governor Simcoe to~ 
{erve 
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ferve only in time of war, are at prefent on the 
ftocks ; but the carpenters, who work at them, 
are but eight innumber. The extent of the di- 
lapidations and embezzlements, committed at fo 
great a diftance from the mother-country, may be 
eafily conceived. In the courfe of lat winter, a 
judicial enquiry into a charge of this nature was 
inftituted at Kingfton. The commiffioner of the 
navy, and the principal fhip-wright, it was affert- 
ed, had clearly colluded againft the King’s in- 
tereft ; but intereft and proteétion are as pow- 
erful in the New World as in the Old :—for both 
the commiffioner and fhip-wright continue in 
their places. 

_, Captain Bovcuetre commands the naval 
force on Lake Ontario; and is at the head of 
all the marine eftablifhments, yet without the 
leaft power in money-matters. This gentleman 
poffefics the confidence both of Lord Dorchefter 
and Governor Simcoe ; he is a Canadian by birth, 
but entered the Britith feryice, when Canada fell 
into the power of England, While ARNoxp and 
Monrcomery were befieging Quebec, Lord 
Dorchetter, difguifed as a Canadian, ftole on 


board his fhip into that city, on which occafion 


he difplayed much adtivity, intrepidity and cou- 


rage. It is not at all a matter of furprife, that 


Lord Dorchefter fhould bear in mind this emi- 
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nent fervice. By all accounts, “he is altogether 
incorruptible, and an officer, who treats his in- 
feriors with great mildnefs and juftice. 

in regard to: the pay of the royal marine force 
on Lake Ontario; a captain has ten fhillings a 
day, a lieutenant fix, and a fecond heutenant 
three fhillings and fixpence. The feamens wages 
are eight dollars per month. The matters of 
merchantmen have. twenty-five dollars; and the 
failors from nine to ten dollars a month. 

Commodore Bouchette. is among thofe, who 
rott firenuotifly oppofe the project of removing 
to York the -central point of the force on the 
lake; but his family refide at Kingfton; and his 
lands are fituated near that place. Such reafons 
are trequently of fufficient weight to determine 
political opmions. 989, 2 

The defertion among the troops is not fo con 
fiderable from Kingfton, as from the forts Ofwe- 
go, St. John, Niagara, and Detroit ; from all 
thofe potts, in fhort, which he nearer to the 
United States. . Yet, it 1s pretty prevalent in all. 
the garritons of Britifh America. We were told 
by the officers, that the firft two or three years 
after the arrival of the regiment from Europe, 
no foldier deferts, but that envy and habit foon 
corrupt their mind, ‘The difcipline appears to 
me more fevere in the Britith fervice, than it 

) ever 
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ever was in.ours; the men aré treated with lets 
attention and kindneis. ° ) 

» Several regiments employ the Indians to appre 
hend deferters» In addition to theveight dollars, 
which are allowed by government’ for every: des 
ferter, brought back to his regiment, the captains 
promife them eight dollars. out: of their private 
purfe, and infpirit them by:fome: glaffes of rum? 
Thefe Indians :then enter the American territory, 
where they-are acquainted with every footpath; 
every track, which they purfic without ‘ever 
lofing their way, and frequently fall in-with the 
deferter, whom they ftop, bind and*britig-back: 
If the deferter, which is frequently the café, ‘be 
attended by inhabitants of the ‘United States, 


‘the Indians make ‘no: attempt to-ftep him, “but 


the Englith officers place fufficient confidence it" 
the honefty of the Indians to fippofe, that they 
will not fuffer themfelves to be bribed either by 


. money or rum, which the deferters might offer. 


The neareft regular Indian habitations are forty 
miles diftant from Kingfton, and belong to the 
Mohawks. About the fame diftance from the 
town are alfo fome villages of the Miffafogas, and 
wandering tribes of the fame nation aré con- 
ftantly rambling about the banks of the lake, 
pafs.a few nights in one place and a few in an- 
@ther, crofs the river on the confines of the 
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United States; and {top in the iflands. Hunting 
and fifhing are their only employments. They 
are the-filthieft of all the Indians, I have hitherto 
{cen, and have the moft {tupid appearance. They 
are faid to live poorly, to be wicked and thievith, 
and men, women and children all given to drink- 
ing. The uncommon feverity of the winter im 
this country occafions not the leaft alteration in 
their mode of living. In their fmall canoes they 
carry with them fome rolls of the bark of foft 
birch *, which ferve'to cover the huts, built in - 
form. of a cone, wherein they fleep, and which: 
are fupported merely by fome flight props, on 
which reft thefe-portable walls, that at the top 
lea¥é a paflage for the {moke. 

In the month of PRUETT ‘lie nidiaas bring 
wild rice to Kingfton, which grows on the bor- 
ders of the lake, efpecially on the American fide. 
This plant, which loves marfhy ground, fucceeds: 
there remarkably well. The Indians bring yearly. 
from four to five hundred pounds of this rice, 
_ which feveral inhabitants of Kingfton purchafe for 
their own confumption. This rice is of a {mailer 
and darker grain than that, which comes from 
Carolina, Egypt, &c. but grows as white in the 
water, 1s of as ene a flavour, and affoids full as 


aon Betula lenta, Linn. called by the French inhabitants of 
Canada, merifier. ~—Tran/. “ 
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good nourifhment, as the latter. The culture of 
rice would be very ufeful in Europe for the fub- 
fiftence of the poor, efpecially as in thofe parts 
the frequent ufe of it would not prove injurious 
to health, which it certainly does in hot coun- 
tries. Wild rice is faid to be the fame plant, 
which in Canada is called wild oats (folle avoi- 
ne).* 

The fame banks of Lake Ontario, where this 


wild rice grows, produce alfo a fpecies of hemp, 


_ which grows up to.a confiderable height without 


the leaft- culture, and is apparently as ufeful as 
that, which is cultivated in France. Itis {tronger, 
produces more feed, and its tranfplantation to. 
Europe would probably be attended with beneti- 
cial refults. | 
To beguile ennui, and enjoy.a few hours lon- 
ger the fociety of our friend, Captain Parr, we 
accompanied him to the diftance of fix miles 
from Kingfton. His detachment occupied feyen 
veffels, and he had one for himfelf... The foldiers 


were without exception as much intoxicated as 


Tever faw any in the French feryice. On the 


day of their departure they were {carcely able to 


tow, which rendered our tour extremely tedious. 


+ The Duke feems to be mifinformed on this fubjeé. 


“The wild oat (avena fatua) is a plant altogether different 


from wild rice, (oryza fylveftris, Linn.) —2Z ranfl. & 
Li14 On 
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On our return, wind and éurrent were againft 

fo that we proceeded very flowly. Canadians 
rowed our boat, and according to their cuftom 
ceafed not a moment to fing. One of them {ings 
a fong, which the reft repeat, and all row to the 
tune. ‘The fongs’ are gay and merry, and fre- 
quently fomewhat more; they are only. inter- 
rupted by the laugh they occafion. "The Cana-- 
dians, on all their. tours on the water, no fooner 
take hold of the oars, than they ‘begin to fing, 
from which they never ceafe: until they lay the 
oars down again. You fancy yourfelf removed 
into a province of France ; and this illufion is 
fweet. Our whole day, Soci fix o'clock in the 
morning until nine at night, was confumed in 
this tour. So much the better; a day 1 Is gone; 
for although the unwearied politenefS of the offi- _ 
cers.afford us every day in Kingfton a” Gomfort- 
able dinner and agreeable fociety from four to 
€ight o'clock in the evening, yet we cannot but 
feel much ennui in a place, where no fort of 
amufement, no well-informed man, and no books 
fhorten the long lingering day. - 
© Our fituation is extremely unpleafant, and 
might well render us melancholy, did we give 
up our mind to irkfome reflection. Mr. Guille- 
mmardis gone to Montreal, with the Captain. He 
is pero right, for he would have fhared in 


our 
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our wearinefs, without giving us the leaft relief. 
He is a man of fuperior worth. The goodnefs 
of his heart, united to the charms of an enlight- 
ened mind, have long’ infpired mé with the 
ftrongeft attachment for him. His determina- 
tion to’ leave us gavé me, therefore, the “utmott 
concern. | me 

After a hearty breakfatt, ferved up at a place 
fomewhat remote from the troop, we took leave 
of Captain Parr. The place, where we’ break- 
fafted, belongs to Captain Store, a native of 
Connecticut, captain in thé militia of Upper Ca- 
nada, a loyalift and proprictor of feven hundred 
acres of land, by virtue of a grant of the Britith 
government. He is owner of a faw-mull, which 
is fituated on the creek of Guanfignougua, and 
has two movements, one of which works four- 
teen faws, and the other only one. “The former 
may be widened and narrowed; but frequently 
cannot work all at once, from the fize of the logs 
and the thicknefs of the boards. We taw thir- 
teen faws going; a log, fifteen fect in length, 
was cut into boards in thirty-feven. minutes. 
The fame powet, which moves the faws, ‘lifts 
alfo, as it docs near the falls of Niagara, the logs 
en the jack. For the fawing of logs the Captain 
takes half the boards; the price of the latter is 
three fhilli::3 for one hundred feet, if one inch 
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in thicknefs, four fhillings and fixpence, if oné 


inch and half, and five fhillings, if two inches: 


The fame boards, 1f only one inch thick, coft 
five fhillings in Kingfton. On the other fide of 
the creek, facing Dutchmill (this is the name of 
Captain Store’s mill), ftands another mill, which 
belongs to Mr. Jounson, who ufes half the wa- 
ter of the creek. We viewed the latter only at 
a diftance from the fhore; the whole profpedt is 
wild, pleafing and romantic, and made me fin- 
cerely regret my undkilfulnefs in drawing. The 
land is here as good as at Kingfton. 

Although a communication by land is opennd 
between Montreal and Kingfton, and though 
half the road is very good, yet the intercourfe be- 
tween thefe places is moftly carried on by water. 
The rapidity of the ftream does not prevent veffels 
from being worked up the river, and this tedious 
paffage is preferred to that by land, even for the 
troops. All the provifions, with which Canada 
is fupplied from Europe, are tranfported in the 
{ame way; and the whole correfpondence is car- 
ried on by this conveyance, but in a manner ex- 
tremely irregular; at times eight days elapfe 


even in fummer, without any veflel going up 


or coming down the lake. 
During our long refidence in Upper Carats we 


had an opportunity of {eeing a Canadian family, 
who 
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. who were emigrating to the Illinois River. The 


hufband had examined the fettlement laft’ year, 
and was now removing thither with his whole - 


family, confifting of his wife and four children, al} 


embarked in a boat made of bark, fifteen feet in 
length by three in width. While the parents 
were rowing at the: head and ftern, the childrén, 
excepting the oldeft, who: was likewife rowing; 
were feated on mattrefles. or other effects; and 
thus they fang and purfued their voyage of at 
leaft one thoufand one hundred miles. We met 
them at Newark.. They proceed along the banks 
of the lakes and rivers, lie ftill every night, make 
a fort of tents of their fheets fupported by two 
poles, drefs’their fupper, eat-it, wrap themfelves 
up in. their blankets until the momung, fet off at 
eight o'clock, ftop-once a day to a. meal, and 


then purfue their voyage again until the evening. 


They: generally advance from fifteen to twenty 
miles a day, but,.when bad weather'comes on, or 
they meet with rapids or other obftructions, 
which force them to go by land, their progres is 
fhorter, and they frequently re{t a whole day. 
Having fet out from Montreal, they came up Lake 
Ontario; thence they pafs Lake Erie, go up the 


~ Miami River, travel about fix or feven miles by 


land, and then reach the Theakiki River, which 
emptics itfelf into the Illinois, or embark on 
the 
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the Wabafh*, which communicates by féveral 
branches with the Illinois, and thus proceed to the 
{pot where they intend to fettle. New colonifts 
commonly form their ‘fettlements on the banks 
of that river, and chiefly confift of French Ca-« 
nadians. | | | : 

There is another way from Montreal to the 
Illinois, which is faid to be. more frequented than 
the former; namely, up the Ottawas: River or 
Great River + to Niprfling Lake, and thence by 
the French River to Lake Huron. On this way 
you meet with thirty-fix places where the boats 
are to be carried aver land, which, however, are - 
very fhort. From Lake Huron you proceed by 
the Straits of Michillumakkinak to Green Bay, 
thence by the Crocodile River, Roe Lake,-and 
River. Saxe, after a fhort paflage over land to 
Ouifconfing River, which empties itfelf into the 
Miffiffippi, which you defcend as far as the [lli- 
nois,-and thence go-up this river. The way; juft 
pointed out, is much longer than the other, but is 
generally preferred, efpecially by the agents of the — 


* This beautiful river of the north-weft territory is pe- 
culiarly celebrated on account of a copper mine on its 
northern bank, which is the richeft vein of native copper 
that has hitherto been difcovered.-—7ran/1. 

+ The Duke feems mifinformed. as to the appellation of 
the Great River, by which the Miami is meant in America, 
not the Ottawas.—T7an/l scl 


fur- 
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for-trade. On turning to the weftward, this is 
the fame way, which you travel from Montreal as 
far as the Straits of Michillimakkinak, which you. 
leave on the left, to reach Lake Superiour, on 
which you proceed to the great carrying place, 
thence to the Lake of the Woods, and fo on. 
The fettlement on the Illinois is a large’ depét 
for the fur-trade ; nay, it 1s the laf{t principal fac- 
tory in that dirc@tion, the chief magazine of which 
is at Fort Michillimakkinak ; but the agents tra- 
vel one hundred miles farther and traffic even 


‘with the Indians of Louifiana. 


This traffic is chiefly carried on with rum, but 
alfo with guns, eun-powder, balls, blankets, {mall 
coral collars, fmall filver buckles, bracelets, and 
ear-rings, which are all worn by the Indians in 
proportion as they are more or lefs rich. 
~The common ftandard, by which the Indians 
eftimate the value of their ’peltry, is the beaver- 
{kin ; fo many cat-{kins are worth one beaver- 
{kin; buckles, guns, or a certain quantity of rum, 
are worth one or two beaver-fkins, or perhaps 
only a part of one. ‘The traders generally gIVE 
the Indians in fummer a part of the articles they 
want on credit; but the fkins they take in ex- 
change are {old at fo low a price, and the pro- 
vifion they fell vated fo high, that they can well 

afford to give credit, the more fo as the Indians 
are, 





Seen 


526 TRAVELS THROUGH 


~~ 2. 


2 ee 


are, in general, pretty punctual in fulfilling their 
engagements. Thefe Indians hunt, live in fami- 
les rather than in tribes, and are, by all accounts; 
diftinguifhed by the fame vices, the fame quali- 
ties, and the fame manners, as thofe we have had 
an opportunity of obferving in the vicinity of the 
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The trade in thefe parts is carried on not by 
the Hudfon’s Bay Company, but by two or three 
houfes in Montreal, efpecially by Mr. Tonk, to 
whom I am indebted for the communication of 
thefe particulars. The Miffouri River alone has 
hitherto been fhut up againft foreign traders by 
the Spaniards, who have there a fort. Befides 
the Canadian habitations, which ftand along the 
banks of the Illinois either f{cattered or aflembled 
in villages and towns, the Illinois Town contains 
about three thoufand inhabitants. There are alfo- 
fome Canadians, who refide among the Indians, 
and live exactly as they do. All thefe fettlements 
are in the north-weft territory, belonging to the 
United States: for that part of the banks of the 
Miffourt, which appertains to Spain, is not in- 
habited, excepting St. Louis and St. Genevieve, 
for eighty miles from New Orleans, and but very 
thinly peopled beyond this. 

such peltry as is exported in the courfe of trade 
is conveyed to Montreal by the fame way which 
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the traders travel to thefe points. The mouth 
of the Miffiffippi, which by the new treaty with 
Spain has been ceded to the Americans *, and 
the friendly manner in which the Spanifh Go- 
vernor favours this branch of commerce, procure 
their trade a more expeditious and lefs expenfive 
outlet, fo that in this way the expence has been 
leffened one-tenth. By the fame way furs can 
be tran{mitted either to the United States or to 
any part of Europe, as the merchant choofes, 
while all peltry, which reaches Montreal, by the 
Englith laws can be fent only to Great Britain. 
The provifion to be exchanged for thefe articles 
may alfo be bought in the cheapett market, and, 
confequently, at a much lower rate than in Mon- 
treal, where the exorbitant duty on all mer- 
chandize, landed in Canada, and which, more- 
over, Great Britain alone has a right to import, 
raifes their price in an enormous degree. 


-” The furs in the whole of this country are of an 


inferior quality, if compared with the peltry of 
thofe parts which are fituated north of the lakes, 
where the Hudfon’s Bay Company alone carries 
‘on this trade. By Mr. Tode’s account you may 


* By the treaty of 1796, between the United States and 
Spain, the former obtained the free navigation of the Mithi- 
fippi, but not the ceffion of the mouth or rather mouths of 


the river.—Zran/?, 


travel, 
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travel, in an eafy manner, from Montreal.to the 
Illinois‘ in fifteen days, and from the Illinois. to 
New Orleans in twenty. The navigation of the 
Miffiffippi is good, but requires great prudence 
and attention, on account,of the rapidity of the 
{tream, -and-the great ‘number-of trunks of trees 
with which its bed. is filled in feveral places. 
The whele country, through which it flows, is 
extremely fertile and delightful. sie 

- On Wednefday the 22d of July aii the 
long-expected anfwer from Lord Dorchetter. It. 

was of anature to {trike us with amazement—a 
folemn prohibition, drawn up in the ufual form, 
againft, coming to Lower Canada.’ It was im-. 
poffible to expect any thing of that kind. . Mr, 
Hammond, the Englifh Mmuitter to the United 
States, had inyited.us himfelf to vafit Canada, 
and removed the difficulties, which, from the re- 
port of other Englifhmen, I apprehended.on the 
part of the Governor-general,. by affuring me, 
that Lord Dorchefter had requefted him to take 
it for the future entirely upon himfelf, to grant 
pafiports for Lower Canada, as he knew better 
than the Governor-gencral the travellers who 
came from the United States - and that the let- 
ters which he fhould give me would, without 
previoufly concerting with Lord Dorchetter, fe- 


cure me from all unpleafant incidents. I could 
not, 








NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c 529 


not, therefore, entertain the leaft apprehenfion of a 
refufal, as I had not the {mallet reafon to fuppofe 
that Mr. Hammond, who had loaded'me with ci- 
vilities, would have deceived me on this fubject. 
i his Excellency had been pleafed to order 
his Secretary to fend me an order of banifhment, 
which he had not even taken the trouble to fign. 
They told me, by way of confolation, that his 
Excellency was rather weak of intelle@, that he 
did not do any thing himfelf, &c.; that fome 
emigrated F rench prieft might have played me 
this trick by his influence over his Lordfhip’s fe- 
eretary or his miftrefs ;—and well may this be 
the cafe; for, though, Heaven be thanked! I 
have never injured any one, yet I find conftantly 
people in my way, who endeavour to injure me. 
But, be this as it may, a refolution muft be 
taken, and the beft of any 1s, to laugh at the 
difappointment. May it be the only, or at leaft 
the moft ferious fraftration of my hopes, which 


yet awaits me. 


On my arrival in Canada, my Grace was over- 
whelmed with honours, attended by officers, com- 
plimented and reverenced wherever I made my 
appearance ; and now——banifhed from the fame 


country like a mifcreant ! 
’ ° ) . ’ a \ eee” 
“Bt ge nar merite 
e ° ‘ ° 799 
“< Ni cet exces dhonneur ni cette indignite. 
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On fuch occafions, as in many other fituations 
in life, we ought to call to mind, that our own 
fentiments and feclings can alone honour or de- 
grade us, and that confcious rectitude exalts us 
above all villains, great and low, above all fools, 
and all tattlers. . | 

My eagernefs to quit the Englifh poffeffions as - 
foon as poffible, after the receipt of this letter, 
will be eafily conceived; though, upon» the 
whole, I cannot too often repeat, that the civili- 
ties fhewn us by the Englith officers at Kingfton, 
as well as Niagara, deferve our warmett praife. 

Major Dosson being fenfible of the neceffity 
of our leaving Canada with the utmott {fpeed, 
affifted us with true and fincere politenefs, but 
for which we fhould not have been able to attain 
eur end fo foon as we wifhed ; for, generally, no 
. veffel fails from Kingfton to the American coaft 
except twice a year. He lent us his own barge, 
on board of which we embarked, four hours after 
the receipt of the Secretary’s letter, for the United 

States, where no commandant, no governor, no 
minifter, enjoys the night of offending honett 
men with impunity. 

We fhaped our courfe for Ofwego, : ee we 
hoped to meet with an opportunity of a fpeedy 
paflage for Albany.. The four foldiers, who com- 


pofed our crew, were intoxicated to fach a de- 
grec, 
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- gree, that the firft day we fearcely made fifteen 


miles, though we failed twelve of them. Mr. 
Lemoine, the officer who’ commanded them, 
made them pay deat for the delay of the pre- 
ceding day, by obliging them to row this day at 
leait fifty-five miles. We left, at four o’clock in 
the morning, the long ifland where we paffed the 
night. A heavy fall of rain had wetted us through 
to the {kin ; the wind had deftroyed the flight 
covering we had made of branches of trees ; the 
mufquitoes had nearly devoured us; in fhort, we 
had fcarcely enjoyed a moment’s reft. But the 
weather cleared up; the morning grew fine; and 
we foon forgot the fufferings of the preceding 
night. 

We reached Ofwego at half paft eight in the 
evening, having {carcely {topped an hour in the 
whole courfe of the day. This paflage is feldom 
effected in lefs than two days; but inftead of 
coafting along the fhore, we ftretched from the 
place where we breakfatted ftraight over to Of- 
wego, without approaching the land; an under- 
taking, which, but for the fairnets of the weather, 
might have proved extremely hazardous. 

Previous to our departure, we enjoyed the fa- 
tisfaction of hearing the report‘of Admiral Ho- 
tham’s fécond victory in the Mediterranean, and 
of the rapes or oe of four French fhips, 
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with fifteen thoufand land-troops on board, de- 
{tined for Corfica, contradicted by an officer, who 
arrived from Quebec. This a@ion had been fo 
frequently alleged to us, as a proof of the im- 
menfe fuperiority of -Englifh fhips over the 
French, that we felt extremely happy on finding 
the whole report vanifh hike a dream. 

The reftoration of tranquillity and obese in 
eur country depends, at this time, more than 
ever on the fuccefles of the French.—May they 
be as complete as I with. Good God, what 
would have become of us, if Great Britain and 
her allies fhould prove victorious! Jam free— ‘ 
Heaven be thanked !—from the rage againft the 
Englifh nation, which poffeffes fo many French- 
men, and cannot be juftified by the ftill fiercer 
rage of fome Englifhmen againft the French. 
The Englifh are a gallant and great nation; | with 
they might be fincerely allied with France—. * 
a ee ee ee ee ee 

Ofwego 1s one of the potts, which Great Bri- 
tain has hitherto retained, in open violation of 
the treaty of peace, though fhe will be obliged 
to deliver it up to the United States, in the 
courfe of next year... It is a miferable fort,. 
which, in the year 1782, was built at a ¢on- 
fiderable expence by General HaLDIMAN, at 
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that time Governor of Canada. The river Of 
wego, at the mouth of which the fort is feated, 
is at prefent almoft the only courte for American 
veflels to Lake Ontario. The fort is in a ruinous 
{tate; one {ingle baftion, out of five, which form 
the whole of the fortifications, is kept in better 
repair than the reft, and might ferve as a citadel, 
to defend for fome time the other works, inde- 
fenfible by any other means. ‘The prefent gar- 
rifon comfifts of two officers and thirty men, under 
whofe protection a cuftomhoufe-officer fearches 
all the veffels, which fail up or down the river: 
It 1s not lawful to import any other articles 
from the United States into Canada, but grain, 
flour, cattle, and provifion, and no commodities 
are futfered to be exported to the United States, 
without exprefs permiffion from the Governor of 
Upper Canada; nay, this prohibition extends 
even to perfons, who, if they intended to proceed 
to that country without fuch permiffion, would 
be imprifoned. As to the prohibited exports in 
merchandize, they are confifcated, without éx- 
ception, for the benefit of the cuftomhoutfe- 
officer, by whom they are feized. This naturally 
prompts his zeal, and increafes his attention; but 
there are fo many points along the coaft, where 
the contraband trade can be carried on, that it 
will hardly be attempted in this place, where 
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the Americans are fure to encounter fo mary 
difficulties and obftructions. Yet fome veflels, 
now and then, flip out, under favour of the 
night. ‘T'wo or three, which failed in the at- 
tempt, were laft year ‘taken. and condemned. 
The large income of the receiver of cuftoms, 
placed here three years ago, has hitherto been 
confined .to thefe perqurfites. Americans, who 
from an ignorance of the {everity ‘and latitude 
with which Englifh prohibitions are enforced, 
have alarger quantity of provifion on board, than 
the rigour of the Englifh law permits, frequently 
fee the furplus confifcated to the augmentation 
of the cuftoms, which, if exacted by lefs delicate 
hands than thofe of the prefent receiver, might 
be carried to a much larger amount. 

This officer is called Intendant-general : a fine 
title, which ornaments a ftation, that, in fact, 
knows no fuperiors, but has alfo no inferiors, ex- 
cepting a director; who refides at Niagara. The 
Intendant- general has not even a fecretary. His 
pay is ten fhillings a day, and:a ration, which 1s 
eftimated at two. He receives his pay all the year 
round, though the navigation of the lake is en- 
tircly interrupted for five months, and he himfelt 
is feven months abfent from Ofwego. Decorated 
with fuch a title, and furnifhed with fuch an in- 
come, he will hardly be fuppofed to tranfact 
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~himfelf the trifling bufinefs of his place. This is 


entru{ted to a non-commiffioned officer, who 
makes his report. ‘This 1s figned by the Intend- 
ant-general, who, in cafe of abfence from the 
fort, leaves blanks figned on his table. This 
permit, which authorizes all veffels bound for Ca- 
nada, to proceed thither, mutt alfo be figned by 
the commanding officer, for which every veffel 
pays three-fourths of a dollar. © For failing up 
the lake a verbal permit is given gratis. 

The prefent Intendant-general is an interefting 
young man, of the name of Mac-Dona.p, who, 
in addition to his talents and abilities, pofleffes 


_all the peculiar merits, for which his family has 


long been diftinguifhed in Canada. They came 
from Scotland, and fettled here about twenty years 
azo. Mr. Mac-Donald ferved as an officer in the 
American war. He is now on half-pay; his 
brothers hold commiffions in a Canadian regi- 
ment, lately raifed, and one of them is fpeaker of 


the houfe of reprefentatives of Upper Canada. 


A-man of Mr. Mac-Donald’s: extraction, in 
France, would injure his character, in the public 
opinion, by accepting a.place in the cuftoms. In 
England they know better. There, no injurious 
idea attaches to any profeffion, which concurs in 
the execution of the laws; and no blame attaches 


to a nobleman for holding ‘a place in the com- 
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miffion of the cuftoms, or turning merchant. 
He is,on the contrary, refpected as much as if 
he belonged to the church, the army, or the navy, 
or wer: placed in any other honourable fituation. 
Yet, 1 public opinion were altogether founded 
on ‘jut and reafonable principles, it fhould {tig- 
matize all perfons, who hold finecures without 
any ufeful employment, and prefs confequently 
as deal burthens on the State. This, however, 
is notthe cafe in England. 

The number of veflels, which afcend and de- 
{cend the Ofwego during the feven months, the 
navigetion is open, amounts to about thirty a 
montk. By Mr. Mac-Donald’s account far the 
greate; number of them carry new fettlers to 
Upper Canada, at which I am not aftonifhed, it 
being a certain fact, that the emigration from. 
the United States to Canada is far more con- 
fiderable, than from the latter to the former 
county. 

Fort Ofwego is the only. fettlement on the 


-banksof the lake between Kingfton and Niagara, 


excepting Great Sodus, where Captain Willam- 


~ 4on forms one, and which bids. fair, as has already 
-been-cbferved, to become very profperous; it 1s 


thirty miles diftant from the fort. T’welve miles 


behind Ofwego, ftands, on the river, the firft 


This fort mutt therefore 
fhift 


American {fettlement. 
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fhift for itfelf. The officers hunt, read, and 
drink; and the privates do duty, are difpleafed 
with their fituation, and defert. For this reafon 
the oldeft foldiers are felected for the garrifon of 
Ofwego; and yet, though lefs open to tempta- 
tion, they defert to the United States. This-fort,. 
which lies too remote for any communication 
with foreign countries, 1s for five months together 
completely cut off from the reft of the world ;, 
the {now lying then fo deep, that it 1s impoffible 
to go abroad but in {fnow-fhoes. A furgcon, who 
has feven fhillings and fixpence a day, augments. 
the company in Ofwego. ‘The gentleman, who 


fills this place at prefent, contributes much..to 


heighten the pleafure of the fociety, by fubmitting 
to be the general butt of railleries andjefts.. 

The neareft Indian habitations are forty mules’ 
diftant from. Ofwego; and yet: there is an In- 
dian interpreter appointed at this fort, who has. 
three fhillings and fixpence a day and. a ration. 
He was employed during the laft war... In other, 
places his appointment might carry at leaft. fome 
appearance of utility; but here he 3s paid with- 
out having any employment. The commandmg, 
officer has five ‘fhillings a day in addition to the 
pay he enjoys by virtue of his commiffion ; he. 
keeps oxen, cows, fheep, fowls, &e. which,.as.a 
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permanent ftock, one commanding officer leaves 
to his fucceflor at a fettled price. 


The gardens are numerous, and beautiful, in 





if the vicinity of the fort: the lake a; well as the 

_ i | river abounds with fith ; the chace procures 
as ae plenty of game. The officers, therefore, live well 
Bi in this wildernefs, which they call Botany Bay, 
‘ a | and yet wifh to wreft from the Americans. We 
hh my experienced from all of them a very kind recep- 
. an tion. 


ey The land in the nieighbourtioda of Ofwego is 
ue very indifferent; the trees are of a’ middling 
growth, and@ the wood-lands have a poor appear- 
ance His | 
Ht ah As fate would not permit me to fee Lower Ca- 
| Lil nada, | fhall here throw together fome particu- 


TMi lars, I had collected refpecting that country. I 
Phe . éins de ‘ 
van He counted on certifying and arranging them on the 


iy ue {pot; and although 1 have not beer able to do’ 
b am this, yet they fhall not be loft, either to beac e 
\ alee i: or my friends. 

: | a; The people of Canada poffefs the French na- 

; i tional character; they are ative, brave, and in- 


Be duftrious; they undergo the feveref: toils, en- 

; ae dure hardfhips with fortitude, and cnfole and 
i i 4 ; comfort themfelves with {moaking, laighing and 
q | | finging ; they are pleafed with every thing, and 
lia ie : checked 
i 
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checked and difpirited by nothing, neither by 
the length, or exceflive fatigue of a journey, nor 
by the bad quality of their food, 1f their fpirits 
be kept up by pleafantries and jefts. They a7 
employed in all voyages. At the begin HE of 
pring they are called together fre“ the “dif- 
ferent diftri¢ts‘of both provin~*> either for the 
King’s fervice, or that 0% trade. The people, 


employed in this ma? refide about Montreal, 


Sand {ome miles lower down, as far as Quebec. 


Several of them live in Montreal, where they 
carty on a trade, which occupies them in winter. 
Their own inclination and tafte invite them to 
this aétive and roving mode of life. Some,of 
them are farmers, who leave the houfing of the 
harvet to their wives and neighbours ; others 
are artizans, who fhut up their fhops and depart. 
We met fome of them, who were tanners, fad- 
dlers, butchers, joiners, &c. and who by all ac- 
counts were very good workmen. They leave 
their country for a fummer, for one year oF 
more, according to the work, which they are 
called to perform ; and fometimes only for’a fhort 
voyage. In the King’s fervice they are employed 
in working the {hips from Montreal, or rather 
China, which is three miles nearer, up to King= 
fton. This paffage, which 1s rendered extremely 


troublefome by the numerous rapids in the river, 
takes 
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takes up nine days, more or lefs, the’ back paflage 
only three days, and the lading and unlading at 
icaft one. For this voyage they receive two Louis 
dors and are found in victuals; if not employed 
in “Qual fervice, they receive no pay. They 


NOW bee 16 fem as feiloré an board. the fhip- 


ping on the nto Commodore Bouchette is 


much pleafed with Beem. - Their wages amount 
to nine dollars a month beth on board the King’s 


thips, and in merchantmen, CDeaged in the fur- 
trace. : , 

Mr. Macxrwzip was attended by feveral of 
them on: his travels to:the South Sea; he brings 
them back with him from a journey, which, it 
was fuppofed, would extend as far as the former, 
but which he intehds to terminate at the laft 
factory. By the account of the Englifh them- 
felves, who do not like them, they are the beft 
rowers, extremely dexterous in extricating them- 
felves from difficulties, inured to labour, and. 
very fober, though at times they are apt to drink 
rum rather too freely. In this cafe-their gaicty 
grows norfy, while the Englith in a fimilar fitua- 
tion frequently grow fad and melancholy. } 

There exitt few people, among whom crimes 
are léfs frequent, than among the Canadians ; 
murders are never committed, -and thefts very 
feldom; yet the people in general are ignorant. 

But 
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But this defeét is to be imputed lefs to the people, _ 
than the government, whofe fyftem it is to cherifh 
and preferye this ignorance. No colleges have 
yet been eftablifhed in Canada; and the fchools 


are very few in number. Hence it 4s that the 


education even of the riche{t Canadians is much 


neglected ; but few of them write with any to- 
lerable corre¢tnefs of fpelling, and a ftill fmaller 
number poflefs any knowledge, though fome of 
them hold feats in the Legiflatrve Council of the 
province. I muft, however, mention, that I have 
received this information from Englifhmen, whofe 
accounts of the Canadians deferve but little credit, 
from the moft prominent feature of thetr national 
character confifting in a warm attachment to 
France, whieh on every occafion they difplay 
more or lefs, according to the clafs of fociety, to 
which they belong, and to the extent of their 
wifhes and expeétations, relative to the Britith 
government. 

I have already obferved, that all the families 
in Canada have retained the French manners and 
cuftoms; that but very few Canadians, perhaps 
not one in a hundred, underftand the Enghth 
tongue ; that they will not learn it, and that-none 
of thofe,, who underftand that language, - will 
talk it, except thofe, who from the nature -of 

their 
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their employments have a conftant intercourfe 
with the military. : 

The Britifh government has, fince the con- 
queft, from a filly affectation, changed the names 
of the towns, iflands, rivers, nay of the {malleft 
creeks. But the Canadians make no ufe of thefe 
new appellations, but either from affectation or 
habit retain the ancient French names. 


Many members of the Affembly, as well as of 


thal (diet 

Hee seal 

Pit the Legiflative Council of Lower. Canada, are 
a French inhabitants of Canada; the debates are 
a 


carried on there in the French and Englith lan- 
guages; the fpeech of the French member is ims 


a mediately tranflated into Englith, and of the Ni 
ei it lith into French. ; | 
hi i The inveterate hatred of the Enplith again{t 
We the French, which is at once fo ridiculous, fo ab- 
vie a furd, and fo humiliating for the people; infomuch 
bright as 1t proves them to be mere tools of the ambition 
a of their miniftry—this hatred, which the lights, 
in ul diffufed through both countries, and the frequent 
HL if intercourfe between the two nations, had nearly | 
ae | deftroyed in Europe, before the French revolu- 
HE tion broke out, has not abated here in the fame 
iM : degree. No Canadian has juft grounds of com= 
Bak a plaint againft the Britifh government ;. the in- 
| habitants of Canada acknowledge unanimoufly,’ 
ates teh 3 that 

















NORTH AMERICA, CANADA, &c. 543 


that they are better treated than under the an- 
cient French government; but they loye the 
French, torget them not, long after them, hope 
for their arrival, will always love them, and be- 
tray thefe feclings too frequently and in too.frank 
a manner, not to incur the difpleafure ofthe 


_Englith, who even in Europe have not yet made 
an equal progrefs with us in -difcarding the ab- 


{urd prejudices of one people againft another. 
When Lord Dorchefter, at the appearance of 
a war with the United States, tried laft year to 
embody the militia in. Canada, he met every- 
where with remonftrances again{t this meafure. 
A great number of Canadians refufed to enlift at 
all; others declared openly, ‘‘ that if they were 
to act againft the Americans, they, would. cer- 
tainly march in defence of their country, but 
that again{t the French they fhould not march, 
becaufe they would not fight againit their breth- 
ren.’  Thefe declarations and profetiions, com- 
municated to me by Englifh officers, and of con- 
{equence unqueftionably true, were not the ef- 
feéts of Jacobin intrigues; for, it is aflerted, that 
at that very period the emiflaries of the Conven- 
tion complained of the character of the Canadians 
being ayerfe to an infurrection ; but they are the- 
natural refults of their attachment to. France, 


which neither time, nor the mildnefs. of the Eng- 
lifh 
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lifh adminiftration has hitherto been able to ex- 
tirpate.. The notions of liberty and independence 
are, from their political fituation, foreign to their 
minds. They pay no taxes, live well, at an eafy 
rate, and in plenty; within the compafs of their 
comprchenfion they cannot with for any other 
good. They are fo little acquainted with the prin- 
ciples of liberty, that it has coft a great deal of 
trouble to eftablifh juries in their country ; they 
oppofe the introduction of the trial by juries, and 
in civil caufes thefe are not yet in ufe. But they 
love France; this beloved country: engages {till 
their affection. In their eftimation, a Frenchman 
is a being far fuperior to an Englifhman. The 
}rench are the firft nation on carth ; becaufe, at- 
tacked by all Europe, they have repulfed and de- 
feated all Europe. The Canadians confider them- 
felves as Frenchmen; they call themfelves ‘fo; 
France is their native land. Thefe fentiments 
and feelings cannot but be highly valued by a 
Frenchman, who muft love and refpect the good 
people of Canada. But, it wall be eafily con- 
ceived, that they difpleafe the Englith, who fre- 
quently. difplay their ill-humour, efpecially the 
{pitited and impatient Britith officers, by defpif- 


ing and abufing the Canadians. “The French,” 


fay they, “ beat them, ftarved them, and put 
them into irons; they {hould thercfore be treated 
by 
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by.as in the fame. manner.” Such are the opi- 
nions on this amiable and liberal-minded ‘people, 
which you hear delivered during an Englith re- 
paft ; feveral times have I heard them with indig- 
nation. People of more prudence and referve, it 
is truc, do not profeis thefe {entiments in the fame 
rath and public manner :;. but they entertain 
them, and the people of Canada know full well, 
that fuch are, in regard to them, the fentiments 
of the generality of Englifhmen. 

Lower Canada, which pays no more taxes than 
Upper Canada, has of late been obliged to raife a 
yearly contribution of five thoufand pounds fter- 
ling, to meet the public expence for the admini- 
{tration of juftice, legiflature,-and other items in 
this province. This contribution or impott is laid 
on wine, brandy and other articles of luxury; it 
is raifed as.an excife, and confequently is an in- 
directtax, but little burthenfome from its amount, 
as well as from the mode in which it is raifed ; 
and yet it has excited much difcontent and-difz 
pleafure againtt the:reprefentatives, who fanction- 
ed it by their confent. 

This is an outline of the fentiments, which 
prevail among the people of Canada, and which 
I fhould have more clofely examined, had I been 


“permitted to -vifit Lower Canada, .-I have been 
ailured, that Lord Dorchefter, in confequence.of 
Vot. I. Non the 
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the refufal of the Canadians, to be embodied in 
regiments, defired laft year to return to England. 
Whether this be the true motive of his defire to 
refign, which is a certain fa, I know not. © His 
difpleafure may alfo, perhaps, have been excited 
by the marked difapprobation of the Enghifh mi- 
niftry, re{peécting his addrefs to the Indian nation. 
However this may be, his refignation has not. 
been accepted. Lord Dorchefter, from his con- 
{tant good and kind demeanour to the Canadians, 
imagined he was beloved by that nation ; his 
adminiftration has throughout been marked with 
mildnefs and juftice ; he has fupported the new 
conftitution ; he loves the Canadians, but his felf- 
love as well as patriotifm and national pride have 
been much humbled by the fentiments, difplayed 
laft year by the people of Canada.- ree 
I have already mentioned a converfation, in the 
éourfe of which feveral officers delivered it as_ 
their opinion, that it would be for the intereft of 
Great Britain to give up Canada. Thisis the ge- . 
neral opinion of all Englifhmen, who refide in 
this country, excepting fuch as on account of 
their Rations and emoluments hold a different lan- 
guage. “They, who fhare in the government and 
adtniniftration of Canada, the Englith merchants _ 
and families, who have long refided here, are far 
from profeffing thefe principles, from a convic=_ 
= 7 < tion, 
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tion, that in the procef$ of time Great Britain 
will reap confiderable benefits from the poffeéffion 
of Canada. Thefe are not the ideas which I ens 
tertain on this fubjed, confidering either the 
extent or the nature and complexion of the Eng- 
lith adminiftration and government in this part 
of the globe. I conceive, that. -the enormous 


“expence, incurred by Great Britain, is abfolutely 


unneceflary, and that the ftate of independence, 
in which fhe endeavours to keep Canada, does 
not afford the greateft and. moft permanent ad- 
vantage fhe might derive from that country. 
What would be faid of: a miniftry, which 
would attempt to convince England, ‘that the 
proceeds of her trade and extenfive nayigation to. 
Canada fall much fhort. of her yearly expence to 
maintain herfelf in the poffeffion of that colony, 


and propofe to the Britith cabinet, to declare it. 


independent, to affift it with fubfidies. the firft 


years, and immediately to conclude with the Ca- 


nadian government.a treaty of amity and com- 
merce? Such a miniftry would-undoubtedly be 


‘confideréd as a fet of rank Jacobins. And yet 


it is highly probable, that Great Britain, while on 
the one hand the faved a confiderable expenditure, 
would on the other lofe none of her commercial 


advantages, form a.permanent and extenfive con- 
nexion with;Canada; and. would {pare ‘herfelf 
| Nn2 the 
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the humiliation of another colony being difmemi- 
bered from the Britifh.empire. But fuch a refo- 
jution fhould be embraced without any fecret 
views, and hidden projeéts, loyally and frankly ; 
fo that Canada, enjoying all the bleffings of li- 
berty and profperity, might have no juft grounds 
for any finiftrous apprehenfions. However abfurd 
this language may appear, it 1s perhaps precifely 
that, which all European powers fhould, at this 
time, hold to their continental colonies; nay, 
with fome modification, J think it fhould even be 
addrefled to the Weft-Indian Iflands. But away 
with political fpeculations ! | 
>. The Roman Catholic priefts in Upper Canada 
are of the fanie caft as our former country cu- 
rates; their whole ftock of knowledge being con- 
fined to reading and writing, they are of courfe 
unenlightened and fupertftitious. “The French 
revolution has brought thither fome of a fuperior 
chara@ter, who. are probably lefs indolent and 
more tolerant than the former. J am unac- 
quainted with them, but the Britith officers are 
{o aftonithed at feeing French priefts poffefied of 
fome fenfée and knowledge, that, in their opinion, 
they are very clever. | | 
~The only branch of commerce belonging to Ca- 
nada is the fur trade; with the whole extent and 
‘annual amount of which I had fome hopes of 
getting 
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getting acquainted during my intended refidence 
at Montreal. I know from Governor Simcoe; 
that it is far more infignificant, than is generally 
believed, and that a confiderable contraband trade 
in this article is already carried on jm the United 
States, the chief agents of which are Canadian 
merchants. I know alfo, that this contraband 
trade, which they encourage on the nver St. 
Lawrence, may likewife be carried: on,. without 
their affiftance, with the United States, on Lake 
Eric, as well as on feveral points of the banks of 
Lake Ontario; and that the furrender of this 
fort to the United States, and the fubfequent 
American fettlements on the frontiers, will ren- 
der it altogether impoflible, to prevent this con- 
traband trade. Befides, it is well known, that 
the Canadian merchants, who fend the peltry to 
England, are the abfolute mafters of this trade in 
this country, and that a monopoly, which rafes 
the price of commodities to an exorbitant height, 
is the moft powerful incitement to{muggling. 
All the thips, in which the trade between Ca- 


nada and Hurcpe is carried on, are Englifh bot- 


‘toms; none of them belong to merchants of the 


country. Thefe poticfs but a tew veflels, which 


are built at Quebec, and employed in the inland 
trade. In no parts of Britifh America are any 
fhips built, but fuch as nayigate the lakes: even 
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at Halifax, fhips are not built, but merely caulked 
and refitted: No fhips but Englifh bottoms are 
fuffered to {ail from Canada for Europe ; whence 
it is, that, if this navigation be intercepted or 
protracted, the utmoft fearcity of European pro- 
vifion prevails in that country. ‘This year, for 
inf{tance, all the magazines and warchoufes in, 
Canada were empty, on account of the fhips, 
which generally arrive about the 15th of May, 
not having yet come in on the 20th of July. 
Since the 1ft of July, not a bottle of wine, or 


~a yard of cloth, could be procured for money, 


either at Quebec or Montreal. The officers, who 
came from thefe towns, and had not been able to 
fupply their wants, complained of the abfolute 
impoffibility of procuring any necetlary article in 
Canada; and, 1 underftand, the difcontent, 
which prevails on this fubject, is not confined to 

the military. é 
It is agreed, on all hands, that the Canadians 
are indifferent hufbandmen, that agriculture is 
imperfectly under{tood in this’colony, and that, 
in this reipect, the Englifhhave not tranfplanted 
hither either their own’ agricultural - improve- 
ments, or any branch of European fkill. The 
land is good; upon the whole ; the beft, which is 
in the ifland of Montreal, is worth from twenty 
to twenty-four dollars an acre, From this cir- 
3 me cumftance, 
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cumftance, which is certain, the wealth of the 
country may be partly eftimated. : 
The fevere froft, which in winter generally 
prevails in Quebec, caufes the mortar to crack, 
and every year occafions expenfive repairs:at the 
citadel, which never laft long. The other ftrong 
places in Britifh America are conftructed of wood, 


~ which is never feafoned, but ufed as foon as felled, 


and confequently decays very foog. In thé whole 
fort of Ofwego, which was built about eleven 
years ago, there is not one found piece of timber 
to be found ; and for the fame reafon the citadel 
of Halifax, which was conftru¢ted only feven 
years ago, is now rebuilding from the ground, 
This 1s all the information, which I have been 
able to collect, and which, however imperfect it 
be, may yet ferve as a guide to other travellers 
in their purfuits of ufeful knowledge. 

The northern borders of the bafon, which 
holds the waters of the Niagara, juft above the 
falls, confift of a fat and ftrong reddifh earth, 
lying on a, ground of lime-ftone. 

The rocks, between which the ftupendous ca- 
taraét of Niagara rufhes down, are alfo lime-ftone, 
as are numerous fragments of rocks, which appear 
within the chafm, and have undoubtedly been 
{wept away by the tremendous torrent. At the 
bottom of the bafon you {ee alfo large mafles 
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of white ftone, of a fine grain, which the inha- 
bitants affert to be the petrified foam of the fall, 
but which, in fact, appears to confift of vitrio- 
lated lime. It does not effervetce with acids. I 
have tried no other experiments. 

The ground between the falls and Queen’s 
Town 1s.a level tract, fome hundred feet elevated 
above the plain, which joins Lake Ontario, and 
in which the town of Newark, and the fort of 
Niagara are fituated. 

This whole traét feems to confitt of ak and 
free ftone, which contain petrifactions "of fea ani- 
mals. | : | 

Over the plain near Newark are {cattered large 
mafles of a reddith granite, which lie infulated on 
the lime-ftone, like the large blocks of granite, 
which you fee on Mount Saleve; near Geneva ; 
fo that it is impoffible to account for their origin. 

In the environs of Toranto, or York, the foil 1 is 
in fome places fandy, in others light clay ; no 


rocks are here to be found. 


In Kingfton, or Kadarague, on the north-eatt- 
erly extremity of Lake Ontario, you find again 
the argillaceous, fine grained lime-ftone, of a dark 
grey colour. Here, as nearly all along the borders 
of the lake, are found ditterent forts of: flints, 
{chift, quartz, and granite. 

You alfo find at Kingfton,.at no great diftance 

from 





and 
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from the fhore, a large black conglomeration, 

which has the appearance of bafalt, and’ great 

quantities of free-ftone, with petrifactions of fea - 
animals. 

The trees and plants, I have met with in Upper 
Canada, are nearly the fame, which I obferved 
in the northern diftriét of Geneffee. Yet I found 
the buck-eye, called by the Canadians bois chicof, 
the five-leaved ivy, which I have feen branched _ 
thirty feet high around an oak tree, the red cedar, 
the {mall Canadian .cherry (ragou minier), and 


black or fweet birch. I have feen neither a pa- 


paw, nor a cucumber tree. The ginfeng root, 
which is pretty common in the territory of the 
United States, abounds in Canada, but forms here 
not {fo confidcrable an article of trade, as in the 
former country. ‘The Canadians ufe an infufion 
of this root as a cure for pains in the {ftomach, 
efpecially if they proceed from debility; for colds, 
and, in fhort, in all cafes where perfpiration may 
be required. They alfo make ufe of the leaves of 
maiden hair*, which is found in great abundance 
in the vicinity of Kingfton, in{tead of tea. 


* Adianthum capillus veneris, Linn. a plant, from which 
the once celebrated “ /yrop de capillaire” took its name, 
which P. Formius, a phyfician of Montpellier, recommended 
as an univerfal medicine, in his treatife “‘ Qe Adiantho,” 
publifhed 1634,.—Z rani. 
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Mr. Guillemard haying communicated to me 
the journal of his tour ta Lower Canada, I thal 
extract from it fuch particulars, as appear moft 
proper to fill up the deficiencies of the informa- 
tion, which I have myicelf been. able to collect. 
This journal. confirms, upon the whole, the gee 
neral obfervations, which I have made on that 
country. Although the intelligence, gathered by 
Mr. Guillemard, be not altogether as minute as I 
could have wifhed, yet from the corre¢tnefs of 
his judgment, and his character for veracity, the 
truth of his remarks cannot be queftioned. 

The paflage from Kingfton to Quebec is made 
as far as China, wn Canadian veflels of about ten 
or fifteen tons burthen. The navigation from 
China to Montreal being intercepted by the falls 
of St. Louis, this part muft be travelled by land. 
Ships of any burthen may fail from Montreal to 
Quebec. | | 

The rapids are of various defcriptions. They 
are either whirlpools, occafioned by rocks, againft 
which the water ftrikes in its courfe, or ftrong 
declinations of the bed of the river, the rapid . 
motion of which is checked by few or no ob- 
ftruétions. Carried by rapids of this’ nature, 
fhips may advance fixteen miles in an hour. 
Thofe of the former defcription are the moft 
= ee: | dangerous, 
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dangerous, though misfortunes but feldom occur.. 
They are moft frequent on the cedar paflage. 
From Montreal to Quebec the river flows 
with great velocity, but without any rapids. In 
Lake St. Peter* fhips muft keep within a na- 
tural canal, from twenty to fifteen feet in depth ; 
in other places the lake is only from four to fix 
feet deep. It is under contemplation to make a 
canal from China to Montreal, by. which the in- 
terruption of the water conveyance from China 
to Montreal will be removed. | 
There are few or no fettlements between 
Kingfton and St. John’s, the chief place of the 
lower diftrict of Upper Canada, about midway 
between Kinefton and Montreal.f Between 
this place and Montreal they are rather more 
numerous, yet {till few in number, 7 
~ The right banks, belonging to England, are 
more thinly inhabited than the left. The few 
habitations you here meet with lie; almodft all of 


* This lake is a part of St. Lawrence river. Its centre 
is fixty-eight miles above Quebec, and two hundred and 
five north-eaft of Kingfton, at the mouth of Lake Ontario. 
Tranflator. 

St. John’s belongs not to the lower dittraét of Upper 
Canada, but to Lower Canada. By an ordinance of the 7th 
of July, 1796, it has been eftablifhed as the fole port of 
entry and clearance for all goods imported from the interior 
of the United States into Canada. Tranflator. 


them, 








556 7 TRAVELS THROUGH 


them, contiguous to the river. Between Montreal 
and Quebec they ftand more clofely together. 
feven the inland parts are inhabited within three 
or four miles of the fhore ; and fo are almoft all 
the borders of the rivers and brooks which fall 
into the ftream. To judge from the habitations 
and the mode of cultivation, thefe fettlements are 
the worft of any you mect with in the United 
States; on the right fide of the river the planta- 
tions do not extend to fo great a diftance into the 
interior of the country. 

The foil is generally good, efpecially in the 
iflands. It bears a variety of fine trees and ex- 
cellent grafs.. The land in the ifland of Mon- 
treal is efteemed the beft; while in other inha- 
bited parts the price of the land 1s at moft. five 
dollars per acre, it cofts in the ifland of Montreal 
from twenty to twenty-five. There are eftates 
in the vicinity of Quebec either fomewhat better 
cultivated than the reft, or furnifhed with a good 
dwelling-houfe and out-buildings, the lands be- 
longing to which bear a ftill higher price. Upon 
the whole there is but little land fold, either 
from the poverty of the inhabitants, or the diffi- 
culties attending a fale, for reafons which I fhall 
detail in another place. 

Agriculture is as bad in Lower Canada as it 


potiibly can be. ‘In the vicinity of Quebec and 
Montreal 
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Montreal no manure is known but ftable dung, 
and even this the farmers ufed not long ago to 
throw into the river. What is here called culti- 
vated land is, even on the banks of the river, 
neither more nor lefs than ground merely cleared 
in tracts of about forty or fifty acres, and enclofed 
with rough fences. In the mid{t of thefe tracts 
are {mall plots of cultrvated ground fown with 
whiea it, Indian corn, rye, peafe, and clover; they 
very feldom take up the whole fpace enclofed. 
The farmers are a frugal fet of people, but 1g- 
norantandlazy. In order to fucceed in enlarging 
and improving agriculture in this province, the 
Eneglifh government muft. proceed with great 
prudence and perfeverance. For, 1n addition to 
the unhappy prejudices, w hich the inhabitants of 
Canada entertain in common with the farmers 
of all other countries, they alfo fofter a {trong 


miftruft againit cvery thing which they recelye 


from the Englifh ; and this miftruft is grounded 
on the idea, that the Englifh are their conquerors, 
and the French their brethren. 

There are {ome exceptions from this bad agri- 


cultural fyftem, but they are few. The beft cul- 


tivators are always landholders arrived from Eng- 
land. Mr. LTouzy, an Englifh clergyman 112 
Quebec, who arrived very lately from Suffolk in 


England, is now occupied 1 in clearing and culti- 
vating 
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vating in the Englifh manner from feven to eight 
thoufand acres, which he holds from government, 
or at leaft a part of this grant. Should he be 
gifted with fufficient perfeverance to fucceed, 
he cannot fail to become extremely ufeful to this 
part of the globe. In the mean while, it isa 
matter of general aftonifhment in Quebec, that 
he fhould form any fuch eftablifhments at fo great. 
a diftance from the town, and yet this diftance 
exceeds not fifteen miles. 

On the road from Montreal to Quebec the 
dwelling-houfes are fome of them built with 
{mall ftones, and others with wood plaftered over 
with lime, which abounds in the country; the 
infide of fuch of thefe buildings, as are inhabited 
by Canadians, 's miferable and filthy. In moft of 
them, which fiand along the road, and where of 
confequence the death of the King of France is 
known, you fnd his portrait, the print which - 
reprefentts him taking leave of his family, his 
execution, and his laft will. All thefe prints are 
fomething venerable to the Canadians, without 
impairing their attachment to the French. 

Montreal and Quebec refemble two provincial 
towns in Franc: ; the former ftands in a pleafant 


‘and delightful Gtuation ; the latter is feated. half 


on the‘bank of the river and half on the adjoining 
rock. The lower part of the town is inhabited 
> , : by 


% 
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by the merchants and trade’s-people, and the 


upper part by the military. From its pofition, 
encircled as it is with mountains, and from the 


' works conftructed to encreafe its actual {trength, 


Quebec belongs to the fortreffes of the fecond or 
third rank. | 

The military, it feems, enjoy in this city, on 
account of the prefence of the Governor-general, 
and of the great number of officers and other 
perfons attached to the army, the fame diftinction 
in fociety, which the merchants poffefs at Mon- 
treal. 

The Canadian gentry, who refide in towns, are 
much poorer than the Englifh, invited hither 
either by confiderable pay, attached to their 
places, or fome other valuable income. They live 
in general by themfelves ; and as they {pend lets 
than the Englifh, the latter are apt to call them 
avaricious and proud ; and the former fail not to 
return the compliment in a different manner, 
The Englifh merchants are rich and hofpitable. 

In point of furniture, meals, &c. the Englifh 
fafhions and manners prevail, even in fome of the 
moft opulent Canadian families connected with 
adminiftration. - In other Canadian families of 
diftin@tion the French cuftoms have been pre- 


ferved. 
The export and import trade of Canada em- 
ploys 


—_— 








= 
ee a 


Se 
= 


— ~A 
Tee ae 


a em 


ee eee ee ee 


560 TRAVELS THROUGH 


21 —— 
== — 


ploys about thirty veflels, and.is merely carried 
on with and through England. From an extraé 


——- 


of the cuftom-houfe books for 1786, procured 
by Mr. Guillemard, the exports in that year ap- 
pear to have amounted to three hundred and 
twenty-five thoufand one hundred and fixteen 
pounds, Halifax. currency, and the imports to 
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two hundred and forty-three thoufand two hun- 
dred and fixty-two. Since that year not. only 
large quantities of corn have been exported, but 
the trade has, upon the whole, been confiderably 
encreafed by the great agricultural improvements 
made in both provinces, but efpecially in id 
Canada. 

The whole amount of a common harveft in 

Lower Canada is eftimated at four thoufand 

bufhels, three fourths of which are confumed in 
the country. The principal depét of the peltry- 
trade is in Montreal. 

I fhall at the’end of this article {ubjoin fome 
fatisfactory information refpecting this trade, ex- 
tracted from a journal, the veracity of ae 18 

 unqueftionable. . 
_ The navigation of the River St. Lawrence is 
fhut up by froft feven months of the year. ) 
-An iron-work on the Trois Riviéres; and’a- 
diftillery near Quebec, are the only manufactories 
in Canada, and both in a very low ftate. The 
iron- 
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-iron-work cannot even fupply Lower Canada with 
the neceflary articles; it belongs to merchants of 





| Quebec and Montreal, who make no ufe of the 
i machinery employed in England in manufa¢tories 
of that defcription. The iron-ore is found in the 
neighbouring rivers, and alfo in grains on the fur- 
face of the foil. It is very rich, and known by 
the name of St. Maurice ore.. .The work em- 
ploys about twenty workmen, all of them Cana- 
dians; they forge the iron into bars, manufac- 
ture tools for artifans, utenfils, pots, &c. and earn 
three quarters of a dollar a day, but are not board- 
ed by the owners of the work. 

In the diftillery whifky and geneva are diftilled, 
but very little of either. The number of work- 
men is very {mall; their daily wages. confift in 
two fhillings in money and board... The Canadi« 
ans, like the inhabitants of the back country in 
the United States, manufacture themfelves all the 
clothes they want for their families. 

The Roman Catholic religion forms the efta- 
blifhed church in Lower Canada; the minifters 


are fupported by tythes and gifts, and out of the | 
eftates acquired by the clergy. Alli the churches 
an the country belong to the Roman Catholic 
perfuafion, and-are.tolerably well frequented by z 
the people. The clergy of the Epifcopal church i 
are paid by the king; as well as the Proteftant ‘ 
OL. 1. Oo bifhop, 
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bifhop, who is at the fame time bifhop of Upper 
Canada. Divine fervice is performed by’ Pro- | 
teftants, in Roman Catholic churches or chapels, 
at Quebec, Montreal, and Trois Riviéres. In 
the country there is no religious worthip but ac- 
cording to the rites of the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion. 

A-conyent of Ur/elines in Quebec, and another 
in Montreal, and a fociety of Charitable Sifters, 
‘who attend the hofpitals and lazarettoes, are the 
only nunneries of Lower Canada. The revenue 
of the hofpitals confifted in part of anauities, paid 
by the city of Paris, the payment of which was 
dtopped in purfuance of a decree of the French 
National Affembly ; and ‘this deficiency has not 


hitherto been made up in any other manner. Two 


‘Francifcans only, and one Jefuit, are remaining 
‘of the numerous convents of thele orders which 
fabfitted here at the time of the conqueft of Ca- 
nada. -Onc of thefe Francifcans,:1: is aflerted, 
Has, in violation of the treaty, taken the vow 
“Gnce that time, and the Jefuit is rather a prieft, 
swho ftyles himielf a Jefurt, than really a member 
‘ef that religious community. By virtue of a 
erdnt-of his Britannic Majefty, all the eftates in 
‘Canada, which belong to the Jefuits, go to Lord 
‘Amherft at the deceafe of the laft member of 
that community in- the province; and rumour : 


~ - fays, 
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-fays, that ‘the procecds of thefe eftates, ‘enjoyed 
by the for-d1/ant monk, which amount to fifteen 
hundred a year; are the true’ caufe of the enmity 
which fubfifts between Lord Amherft and Lord 
Dorchefter. 

The feminary in Quebec is kept by a fort of 
congregation or fraternity, known by the name 
of the Priefts of St. Sulpice; who, prior ‘to the 
conqueft, poffeffed three fuch houtes; namely» 
oné ir Siam, one in Pondicherry,-and one in 
Qiiebec. Since that time the feminary fapports 
itfelf by its own ‘means. The eftates which it 
pofleffes are confiderable, at leaft in point of ¢x- 
tent, and contain from fifty to fixty thoufand 
acres ; yet, as the feminary poffefles not the right 
to difpofe either of the whole or any part of them, 
arid confequently ‘cannot gain any advantage 
from thefe eftates: but by Geass them out to 
tenants, who pay no more than about a bufhel 
atid a aalf of corn for every ninety or a hundred 
cultivated acres, the proceeds exceed not in the 
whole five hundred dollars per annum. The 
mill, which the feminary pofieffes in the Ifland 
of Moatreal; is let for fomewhat more. 

“Beiés the leGurés‘on theology, which aré de- 
livered j in the feminary, Latin ts alfo ‘taught, and. 
the {cholats are even inftruéted in reading. © This 


bufine®is:confided to young clergythen, who pur- 
Oo 2 fue 
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as in xegard to agricultural improvements. . 
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fue their f{tudies to obtain the order of prieft- 
hood, and are excufed from certain exercifes, 
without which they would not be qualified to 
take orders, on account of their being engaged in 
the initruction of youth. This feminary forms 
the only refource for Canadian families, who with 
to give their children any degree of education, 
and who may certainly obtain it there for ready 
money. 

Upon the whole the work of education in 
Lower Canada is greatly negle@ed, At Sorrel, 
and, Trois Riviéres, are a few {chools, kept by 


nuns, and in other places men or women in- 


ftruct children... But the number of {chools.is, 
upon the whole, fo very {mall, and. the mode of 
inftruction fo defective, that a Canadian who can 
read.is a fort of phenomenon... Frem the major 
part..of thefe fchools being governed by nuns 
and other women, the number. of. the latter, 
who can read, is, contrary to the cuftom of other 
countries, much greater in Canada than that of 
men. 

The Englith. government is charged with de- 
fignedly keeping the people of Canada in igno- — 
rance ; but were it fincerely. defirous of producing 
an advantageous change in this refpeat, it would 
have as great obftacles to furmount on this head 


The 
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The feudal rights. continue in the fame force” 
in Canada as previoufly to the conquett. The 


proprietors, or lords of the manor,. have alien- 


ated or alienate the lands on condition of an ans. 


nual recognition being paid by the tenants, which 
amounts to a bufhel or a bufhel and half of grain, 

At every change, in refpect to the occupiers -of 
land, except in a cafe of a fuccefiion in direct 


lineage, the lord of the manor levies a fee of 


two per cent; and, in cafe of fale, he not only 
receives a twelfth of the purchafe-money, but 
has alfo the right of redeeming the eftate; he 
moreover enjoys the exclufive right of building 
mills, where all the people, who inhabit within 
the precincts of the manor, are obliged to have 
their corn ground. . 

The mills are fo few in number, that fre- 
quently they are thirty-fix miles diftant from the 
farms. The millers dues amount to 4 fourteenth, 
according to law; but the millers are as clever in 
Lower Canada as elfewhere, and contrive to raife 
them to a tenth. The bolting 1s performed by 
the farmers in their own houfes. The mills are 
numerous in the vicinity of Quebec an d Montreal, 
and belong to the femmary. 

On lordfhips of the manor being fold, .a fifth 


Seeman mee —— 
of. the purchafe-moncy goes to the crown; all 
()} 03 thete 
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thefe fees and charges, it will bé ealily conceived, 
greatly impede the fale of eftates. 

Lhe adminittration of juftice’ is exadtly the 
{ame as in Upper Canada. In this refpe& Lower 
Canada is divided into three diftriGs. The penal 
and commer¢ial laws are the fameas in England ; 
but the civib law contfifts of the cuttoms of Paris, 
modified by the conftitutional act of Canada, and 
by fabfequent acts of the legiflative power. Nine- 
teen twentieths of all property, amenable before 
the. courts of juftice, belong to merchants.  Cri- 


minal offences are very feldom committed iy Ca’ 


nada. 

The five thoufand pounds, which laft year were 
voted for the expence of the legiflature, &c. are 
raifed by means of an excife on liquors, 


The climate in Lower Canada is rather dry, 


and very cold in winter ; the {ky is, at all times, 
beautifully clear and ferene. In the months of 
January and February Reaumur’s thermometer 
{tands generally at twentydegrees below the freez- 
ing point. In 1790 it fell quite below the {cale, 
and the quickiilver retreated into the ball. In 
fummer fome days are exceffively hot, and the 
thermomcter ftands at twenty-four degrees ; this 
year it mounted to twenty-eight. The heat in 
fummer, it has been obferved, becomes more in- 
: tenle 
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tenfe and. continues longer, and in winter the 


a“ 


cold grows, More moderate than formerly. The- 


climate is healthy ; epidemical difeafes are very ’ 


rare; but, on account of the fevere cold, can- 
- cerous -fores-in the face and hands are very fre= 
quent. The declination of the magnetic needle 
at Quebec is twelve degrees to thé welt. — 
‘There exits no incorporated municipality either 
at Montreal or Quebec. The police of thefe 


towns is managed by juftices of the peace, who 


- fix the price of provifion, and direct every public 
meafure relative to this fubject. They alfo meet 
once a week for the adminiftration of juttice, 
and decide on petty offences. 

As to. charitable ‘nftitutions, they confitt in 
two hofpitals, one at.. Montreal, the other at 
Quebec, anda lazaretto at the latter place. They 
are inconfiderable and badly managed, efpecially 
in regard to the abilities of the phyficians who 
attend the fick. | 

Throughout all Canada there is m0 public hi- 
brary, except in Quebec, and this 1s {mall and 
confifts moftly of F rench books. From the poli- 
tical fentiments of the truftce and directors of 
this library, it 1s amatter of aftonifhment, to find 
here the works of the French National Affembly. 
Itis fupported by yoluntary contribution. 

No literary fociety exiits “1 Canada, and not 
| Oo 4 three 





Oe 
— 
: 
— 

* 








SSS 


ve 


l Hl 508 TRAVELS THROUGH : v 
Hh 

i three men are known in the whole country to emt 

ak be engaged in feientific purfuits “from love of én 

aa the fcences. Excepting the Quebec almanack, me 

Bi not a fingle book is printed in Canada. Meteo. (ate 

5 . | rological obfervations are made with peculiar care, atl 

j but only for his own amufement, by Doétor inst 
Bi , KNort, phyfician to the army, and a man of el 

| extenfive knowledge. | iw ul peo 

: a Provifion is much cheaper in Lower Canada se 

: than in the United States ; the price of beef is ei, and 

: three or four fous a pound, mutton fix, veal five, wth 1 

and falt pork from cight to twelve Sous: bape. i wh 

key cofts from eighteen pence to two fhillings, a meto 

fowl from fix to eight fous, wheat from fix to enc 

feven fhillings a buthel, oats three, Indian corn ‘it ha 

from five to feven, falt one dollar a bufhel, bread ti Fra 

two fous a pound, and butter eight fous [money “toe 

of Canada, teckoning the dollar at five fhillings. ] vend 

Day-labourers generally earn in fummer two fhil- tlrene 

lings and {ix-pence a day, women half that mo-. ity 

ney ; in winter the wages of the former are one “Dy 

_fthilling and three-pence a day, and the latter-are 7 

paid in the fame proportion as above. A man- u } 

iervant gets about five dollars a month. The, ub 

rent for a good convenient houfe amounts in aig 

Quebee to one hundred and thirty dollars, and be 5 

in Montreal to one hundred and fitty.. The ae 

price of land has already been ftated. I 
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“The markets, both at Montreal and Quebec 
ate but moderately fupplied in comparifon with 
the abundance in the markets of the large towns 
in the United States. 

~Mr. Guillemard in his journal affligns to the 
Canadians the fame character, which I have above 
delineated. The frit clafs, compofed of proprie- 
tors, and people attached to the Britifh govern- 
ment, deteft the French Revolution in every point 
of view, and feem in this refpect even to outdo 
the Englifh miniftry. The fecond clafs of Ca- 
nadians, who form a fort of oppofition againft 
the proprietors and gentry, applaud the principles 
of the French Revolution, but abhor the crimes 
which it has occafioned, without their attach- 
ment to France being in the leaft impaired by 
thefe- atrocities. The third, or laft, clafs.love 
France and the French nation, without a thought 
of the French Revolution, of which they fcarcely 
know any thing at all. 

Lord Dorchetter bears the character of a wor- 
thy man, poffeffed of all the vanity of a darling of 
fortune. His Lady, who 1s much younger than 
her hufband, and determined not to facrifice any 
of the enjoyments which pride can afford, takes 
peculiar care to keep alive the vanity of her 
Lord. oe ns ey. eR BR 
Pag ye ee 
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The fettlements “form, as alteady mentioned, 
a large ftripe of about feven or eight miles in 
breadth on both banks of the river.. The whole 
unfettled country appertains to the Crown, which 
is ever ready to make any grants that may. be 
demanded ; but the formalities, and referyations 
connesed with them, deter many people from 
making applications for land. All the new  {et- 
tlers come from. New England. 

“On both fides of the road: which leads from. 
St. John’s to Quebec, near Lake St. Peter, and 
in the vicinity of the towns of Montreal: and 
Quebec, arefome Indian villages. One of them 


js Loretto, five miles from the latter place. The. 


Indians of Loretto have attained, it 1s aflerted, the. 
laft ftage of civilization, at leaft in point of ‘the 
corruptnefs of morals and manners. No other In-) 
dian Village can, in this refpect, rival Loretto”. - 
‘Thefe Indians, who on working-days drefs hike: 
the Canadians, wear on feafts and fundays their 


ufaal drefs. They cultivate their fields in the 


fame manner as the whites, live like them, and 


foeak the fame language ; they are of the Roman. 


* Loretto, av fmall village of Chriftian Indians of the 
Huron Tribe, north-weft of Quebec, has its name flom a 
chapel built.after the model-of the Santa’ Cafa at Loretto 
in Italy, whence an image of the Holy Virgin has been 
font to the converts*here, refembling that in the famous. 


italian fantuary.—Zran//. 
Catholic 
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3 Catholic perftiafion, and a curate refides in the 

3 village. 

‘The fettlements, which carry 2 more Indian 

S appearance than this village, are farther diftant, 
and not numerous. On defcending the River St. 

Lawrence, you meet with a more flaty foil, andin 
the vicinity of Thoufand Iflands with a range of 
rocks of granite. Thefe ifles apparently confift of 


granite of a reddifh colour, well cryftallized, and 


the chief component part of which is feldtfpar. 


lh Kadanoghqui, between Kingfton and Thou- 


fond Iflands, a {pecies of fteatite is found, confi- 


e derable yeins of which are faid to be difcovered 


in the neighbourhood. The reddifh granite of 
Thoufand Iftands is interfperfed with more perfect 


granite of a larger grain, which 1s very common 


in countries confifting of this fort of ftone, fuch 
as the Alps, the Scotch Highlands, and others. of. 
é lef moment, but of the fame deicription. 
~The rapidity, with which Mr. Guillemard de- 
feended the River St. Lawrence, prevented him 


from ¢ examining the {pecies of ftone of which its 


banks are formed. But at Montreal he had fuf- 


"ficient leifure to enquire into the mineralogy of . 


the country. It confifts, north of the River St. 
. Lawrence, chiefly of lime-ftone ; in the fouth, 


where the. little populous yillage La Prairie 1s 
a fituated, 
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fituated, you find, befides a fort of chert, nothing 
very remarkable on this head. 

The Ifland St. Helena, a little below Mont- 
real, confifts of this tone. On the-banks of the 
river large mafles of granite, quartz, and pud- 
ding-{tone, are found, which feem disjomed from 
the beds to which they formerly belonged, and 
which cannot now be difcovered. The foil on 
the mountains 1s rich and fertile, and full of 


quarries of lime-ftone. | Mines of pit-coal are faid 


to have been difcovered in thefe mountains, 

The houfes in Montreal are moftly built of 
lime-ftone of a dark colour and very compact 
itructure.. It whitens in the fire, and affumes a 
greyifh colour, when expofed to the air and fun. 


The river Sorrel, after having left the bafon by. . 


Chamblee; flows’ along the foot of a broad and 
high range of mountains, called Belocil. — Be- 
tween this river and the river St. Lawrence ex- 
pands a vaft plain, on which neither a rock nor 
ftone is to be found. On digging up the ground 
you find toa confiderable depth ftrata of different 
forts of earth, fand, clay, vegetable carth, and in 
many places another kind of black vegetative 

earth, which bears a clofe refemblance to peat. 
The fummit of the mountain Belocil confifis 
of granite of a dark grey colour and a ftrong 
grain. 
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grain, It contains little mica, but much {choerl. 
The declivity on both fides of the fiimmit con- 
fits of flate of a very compact texture; fome 
pieces, refemble bafalt in fhape and grain. 

On defcending the Sorrel, you fee not a fingle 
rock, and the.banks of this river, which the 
Englifh at prefent call William Henry, confift 
of a fine micaceous loam. 

If you crofs St. Peter's lake on your way to 

the Trois Riviéres, the ground rifes in a ftriking 

manner in the form of terraces; but no. rocks 

‘meet your view. . The fandy banks of the Trois 
Hivieres befpeak a poor foil, exhaufted by culti- 

vation, and deprived of the vegetable earth. Marl 

of a blueifh colour has fortunatcly been difcovered 

under the fand, which .has much ‘contributed: to 

reftore the fertility of the ground. This marl is 
of a fine grain, very compact and light ; it lies 
above the level] of the fiream below the town of 
Trois Riviércs. 

A few miles thence, farther on in the country, 
are the only iron works in Canada ; the ore is 
found in feveral places in the neighbourhood. It 
is bog-ore, and {aid to yield very good iron. | 

Lime-ftone is found as far as Quebec ; its far- 
 therextent isnot known. It 1s of various forms 
and qualities ; in fome places very hard and com= 
~ paét; in others in the ftate of calcarcous {par. 

| : The 
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The colour paffes, by imperfect fhades, from a 
reddith light brown to a dark blue, approaching 
to black. 

South of the river St. Lawrence, near the a. 
fon-fails, lime-ftone is fill found ; but the ground 


confifts chiefly of ftrata of a black, clayey flate, of 
a fine grain, interfperfed with beds of lime-ftone. . 


The conglomerations, which form the banks of 
the river, are of the fame nature as the adjoin- 
ing ftrata, intermixed with different: forts of 
fchoerl and granite, which mutt have been wath- 
ed to this fpot from more elevated oe of the 
country. 

The rock, on y which ftands the citadel of Que- 
bec, is called the Diamond-rock; on account of 
feveral of its fiffures and cavities contaming {pars, 
which by ignorant people are efteemed precious 
{tones. This rock confifts chiefly of {trata of lime- 


ftone, which is in general very compact, and 2 


a dark grey colour. 

Over the plain lying farther up the Gadiry, 
called Abram’s-plain, lime-ftone and large mafles 
of granite are fcattered, which are peculiarly re- 
markable on account of the great quantity of 
fchoerl they contain. Near the river you find va- 
rious forts of pebbles, free-{tone, granite, quartz, 
with fome flate and lime-ftone. 

In Wolfslove the ftrata of ftone- confift of a 

black, 
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black flate, forming an obtufe angle with the 
horizon. In the vicinity of Quebec moft of thefe 
layers have a more perpendicular direction to- 
wards the furface of the earth, than in more 
weftern countries. The high mountains north- 
cat of Quebec are faid to confift of granite. 
Mr. Guillemard has not feen them ; near the falls 
of Montmorency and fomewhat farther up,’ the 
 ftrata confift of lime-ftone, and their Baedtion 
runs Baeey parallel with the horizon. 


t 


Accounts of the Fur-trade, ex rtracted from the your- 
ae nal of Count ANDRIANI,..of | Milan, who tra- 

velled in the interior parts of America in the year 
i 


_The aa important places for the fur-trade are 
the following, viz. 
‘Niagara, Lake- Ontario, Détroit, Lake Ene, Nh- 
chillimakkinak, Lake Huron, yielding 1200 
_ bundles mixed peltry. 


~ Michipicoton - 40 bundles fine peltry. 
OS = “ 30 ditte. 
Alampicon —e ~ ) 4 ditto. 
_ Near the great carry- 
-. “ing-place orportage 1400 ditto. 
Bottom of the lake 20 ditto, 
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Point of the lake -. 90 bundles Ane peltry. 
Bay of Guivaranun - 15 ditto. 


The {kins of beavers, otters, martens, and wild 
cats, are called fine peltry. s 

Mixed peltry are furs, confifting of a mixture 
of the finer forts with a larger number of {kins of 
wolves, foxes, buffaloes, deers, bears. 

The fineft peltry is collected north-weft of the 
lakes in the Britrfh dominions; the furs grow 
coarfer in proportion as you approach nearer to 
the lakes. | 

This fur-trade is carricd on by a company, 
known by the name of the North-wefi Company, 
and two or three other {mall companies. 

The north-weft company, which is generally 
efteemed a privileged company, has no charter ; 
for the preponderance, which it enjoys in this 
trade, it-is merely indebted to the large capital, 
which it employs in the trade, to the unanimity 
of the members, to their unwearied exertion, and 
to the monopoly, which the company has appro- 
priated to itfelf in confequence of the above cir- 
cumftances. 

Its formation took place in the year 1782, 
and originated from the commercial operations of 
fome emiment merchants, who ufed to carry on 
the trade in the country, fituated beyond Lake 


Winnipcey, 
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_. Winnipey, and efpecially of Mefits. ForBisHEr 
and MAcTARISH, who refide at Montreal. The 
fignal fuccefs, which this company met with» 
foon excited the jealoufy of other merchants, and 
eré long three different companies made their 
appearance at the great carrying-place, and ri- 
yalled éach other in the purchafe of furs with a 
degree of emulation, which could not but prove 
highly detrimental to themfelves and advan- 
tageous to the Indians. The north-weft com- 
pany, being more opulent than the reft, made 
ufe of its wealth to ruin its competitors ; no {tone 
was left unturned; the agents of the company's 
rivals were bribed and feduced; and the animo- 
fity between the different traders rofe to fuch a 
height, that they frequently proceeded to blows. 
This petty warfare, which coft feveral lives and 


large fums of money, at length opened the eyes: 


ofthe rival companies. ‘They became fenfible of 
the neceflity of uniting in one body, and the 
north-weft company, sfientially interefted in pre- 
venting any further moleftation of this trade, 
_ made-feveral facrifices, to attain this end. They 
e formed a connection with different members of 
_ the other companics, admitted other merchants to 
a fhare in their trade, and thus: fecured their 
~ extenfive cominerce with the country fituated 
VoL. Is | | Pp norih- 
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north-weft of the lakes, the only fpot where fine 
peltry can be had in abundance. 

Several thoufands of Indians formerly conveyed 
their furs to the great carrying-place. But at 
prefent the company fend their agents a thoufand 
miles into the interior parts of the Indian poffef- 
fions. It frequently happens, that thefe agents 
continue there two years, before they return 
with the peltry, they have purchafed, to the great 
carrying-place. 

The company employ about two thoufand 
men in carrying on this traffic in the interior of 
the Indian country, which is, however, fo ex- 
tremely barren, that whatever articles thefe agents 
{tand in need of either for their cloathing or fub- 


fiftence, muft be fent thither from Montreal with | 


confiderable difficulties and trouble, and, of con 
fequence, at.an exceflive price. 

Near the great carrying-place, where all thefe 
agents meet, and which is the central point of 
this trade, tands a fort, which is kept in good re- 
pair, and garrifoned with fifty men. | . 

The poft of Michillimakkinak is the rallying- 
point of the different Canadian merchants, who 
do not belong te the north-weft company. Their 
agents traffic only with fuch parts, as are feated 
weft and fouth-weft of the lakes, and where the 
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furs are of an inferior quality. They carry on 
this trade in the fame manner as the north-wet 
company, but as thefe {mall companies are lef 
opulent than the former, their agents penetrate 
not fo far into the interior of the country, as 
thofe of the north-weit company. 

The agents fet out from Montreal in the month 
of June, and are fix weeks going to the fort near 
the great cafrying-place. They embark at Mont- 
real in boats, forming parties of eight or ten per- 
fons, proceed on the river St. Lawrence from 
China to the Lake of the Two Mountains; de- 
feend the river Utacoha; crofs Lake Nipiffing ; 
pafs by the French River into Lake Huron; 
proceed to Fort Michillimakkinak ; and thence 
to the great carrying-place. 

This way is fhorter by a hundred miles than 
that by the lakes, but you meet with thirty-fix 
carrying places, feveral of which lie acrofs rocks, 
over which the boats as well as the cargoes muft 
be carried on the backs of the paffengers, and that 
with great precaution, on account of the narrow- 
nefs'of the roads. The boats are but of four 
tons burthen; they are navigated by nine men, 
coft twenty-eight Louis d’or each, and ferve but 
for one voyage. | 

~The fhips, employed in the paflage acrofs the 


lakes, are from one hundred and twenty to one 
Pp2 hundred 
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hundred and thirty tons burthen. Flat-bottomed 
veffels of fifteen tons are alfo made ufe of for this 
purpofe, which are eafily managed by four or five 
men, and are very durable. 

Notwithftanding the advantages, offered by 
this paflage, the former route is preferred for the 
fur-trade, becaufe, although it is attended with 
much trouble, yet it admits of the day of the de- 
parture as well as of the arrival being fixed with 
certainty and exactnefs, which point, on account 
of the wind, cannot be attained on paffing over 
the lakes, and yet is of the utmoft importance 
for the Canada merchants, as they muft neither 
mifs the period of receiving the furs from the in- 
terior of the Indian territory, nor that of expe- 
diting them for Europe; the navigation of the 
river St. Lawrence not being open for a long 
time. 

About. the end of June the agents of the com- 
pany, fent into the interior to trade with the In- 
dians, caufe the articles purchafed to be tran{- 
ported to: their place of rendezvous. 

At this time upwards of one thoufand men are 
frequently affembled in Michillimakkinak, who 
either arrive from Canada to receive the peltry, 
or are agents of the company and Indians, who 
affift the former in conveying thither the furs, 
hey have ape 
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~ As the trade of the north-weft company is far 
more important, than that of the other traders, 
the number of people, affembled in the fort near 
the great carrying-place is of confequence far 
more confiderable at the time of the delivery of 
the fkins; in this place there is frequently a con- 
courfe of one thoufand people and upwards. 

~ The method,. obferved by the agents in their 
trafic with the Indians, is this, that they begin 
with intoxicating them with rum, to over-reach 
them with more facility in the intended bufinefs. 
‘The agents carry on this trafic in thofe villages 
only, where there are no other merchants. 

- It is a circumftance, worthy of notice, that 
‘an ancient French law, enacted at the time, when 
Canada belonged to France, prohibits any rum to. 
be fold to the Indians by the agents on pain of 
the galleys. Hence originates the cuftom, ftll 
obferved at this day, of giving it away; yet this 
isnot done without exception, for many agents 
fell their rum. 

The one thoufand four: hundred bundles of 
fine peltry, from the great carrying-place, which 
according to the price, paid to the petty traders 

in Montreal,’ who collect them in {mall numbers, 
“a are valued at forty pounds fterling each, and which 
by the company are fent to London, fetch there 


cighty-eight thoufand pounds {terling. They form 
| Pp3 about 
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about a moiety of all the fine peltry, yearly ex- 
ported from Canada, without taking into the ac- 
count the furs fent from Labrador, from the bay 
of Chaleurs and Gafpe or Gachepe. 

For thefe one thoufand four hundred bundles 
the north-weft company pay about fixteeen thou- 


fand pounds fterling, and for the proceeds thereof 


fuch articles are purchafed in England, as the In- 
dians are fond of receiving in exchange for their 
peltry, and the chief ftore-houfe of which is at 
Montreal. As the accounts relative to this trade 
- are generally kept in Canada in French money, 
the above fixteen thoufand pounds fterling muft 
be computed in the fame manner, as this actu- 
ally has been done by Count Andriani in his 


journal. 


¥. Commodities purchafed in Eng- 

land - ~ $ - tw. $54,000 
2. Pay for forty guides, interpreters, . 

and conductors of the expedition* 88,000 
3, Pay for one thoufand one hundred 

men, who are employed in the 





Carried forwards, /iv. 442,000 


* Every boat’s company, confifting of eight or ten pere 
fons, has a guide; there is alfo a chief guide in every har- 
bour, where they winter. They are all inhabitants of Ca- 
nada, and receive each two thoufand five hundred livres.— 
Author, | 
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Brought forwards, /v. 442,000 
traffic in the interior of the coun- 
try,and who pafs the winter there, 
without returning to Montreal ; 
one thoufand eight hundred hi- 
yres for each - - 4,980,000 
4. Pay for one thoufand four hundred 
men, employed in defcending 
the river with the boats from the 
great portage to Montreal, and 
afcending it from this. place 
‘thither, and tranfporting the 
merchandize - - . 350,000 
5, Price of the provifion, confumed on 
the paflage from Montreal to the 
great carrying-place, and at the 
latter place, upon an average per . 
year =e : “a 2 eee 


Total amount of all the expence, in- 
curred by the company for one 
thoufand four hundred bundles 

- fine peltry . eee 2 2,776,000 


On comparing the cighty-eight thoufand 
pounds fterling, which the fale of thefe furs pro- 
duces in London, with thefe two millions feven 
hundred and feventy-fix thoufand livres, it fhould 

| Pp4 feem, 
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{eem, that the company faftains a lof of fix hun. 
dred thoufand livres Tournois. But this lofs is 
merely apparent, as will be obvious from the fol- 
lowing ftatement. 

The pay of the men, employed in the trade, as 
mentioned in the above account, is merely no- 
minal; for excepting the forty guides and one 
thoufand four hundred men, who are employed 
in afcending and defcending the river with the 
boats, who receive half their wages. in. cafh, all 
the reft are paid entirely in merchandize, which 
at the great carrying place yields a profit of fifty 
per cent. 

The merchandize, imported on behalf of this 
trade to the above amount of three hundred and 
fifty-four thoufand livres, confifts. of woollen 
blankets, coarfe cloths, thread and worfted rib- 
bands of different colours, vermilion, porcelain 
bracelets, filver trinkets, firelocks, fhot. gunpow- 
der and efpecially ram. In fort Détroit thefe 
articles are fold for three times their ufual value 
in Montreal, in Fort Michillimakkinak four times 
dearer, at the great carrying-place eight times, 
at Lake Winnipeg fixteen times; nay the agents 

‘fix the price ftill | higher at their will and pleafure.. 

- 4s the men, employed in this trade, are paid 
in merchandize, which the-company {ells with an 

enormous profit, it 1s obvious at how cheap a 
zs rate 
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rate thefe people are paid. They purchafe of ‘ 
the company every article, they want; it keeps i 
with them an open account, and as they all winter 
in the interior of the country and beyond lake 
Winnipeg, they pay, of confequence, exceflively 
dear for the blankets, and the clothes, which they 
bring with them for their wives. ‘Thefe menial 
fervants of the company are in general extrava- 
gant, given to drinking and excefs; and thefe 
are exactly the people whom the company wants.. 
The fpeculation on the excefles of thefe people 1 is 
carried fo far, that if ene of them happen to lead 
a regular, fober life, he is burthened with the 
moft laborious work, until by continual ill-treat- 
ment he is driven to drunkennefs and debauchery, 
swhich vices caufe the rum, blankets and trinkets 
to be fold to greater advantage. In 1791, nine 
hundred of thefe menial fervants owed the com- 
pany more than the amount of ten or fifteen years - 
a 
- Thisisjna few words the fyftem of the com- 
pany, at the head of which are Mefirs. Forbifher 
and Madiarith, who pofiefs tw enty-four {hares of 
the forty-fix, of which the company confifts. 
The reft, divided into {fmaller portions, a are dif- 


#: tributed among other merchants in Montreal, a 
who either tranfact bufinefs with the company, | ‘ 
or € 
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or otherwife do not concern themfelves in their 
affairs. 

The north-weft company is to fubfitt fix years : 
at the expiration of which time the dividends are 
to be paid to the fhare-holders; until. that time 
they remain with the capital, 


| Lotal amount of the Fur-trade. 
The whole amount of the peltry, which 

the north-weft company receives 

from the great carrying-place and ex- 

ports from Canada, is eftimated at £. 88,000 
From the Bay of Chaleurs, Gafpe, and 

Labrador - - - 60,000 
From different places in the interior, 

with which the trade is carried on 

by a certain number of merchants, 

who have affociated in Michillimak- 

kinak $8 ge ice = 60,000 


Total,. £. 208,000 





‘That branch of this extenfive trade, which is 
carried on by {mall companies in fuch parts, as 
are fituated below the lakes, is likely foon to fall 
into the hands of merchants in the United States, 
as the free navigation of the Mifhiffippi, ftipulated 


in 
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in the treaty with Spain, opens a more expedi- 
tious, a fafer and lefs expenfive outlet for thefe 
commodities, and a more eafy importation ‘by 
New Orleans to all the marts ofthe United States. 


; 
: 
3 


Amount of the Merchandize, exported from the 
Province of Canada in the Year 1786. 


Rye, 103,824 bufhels, valued et £.20,764 0 0 
Flour, 10,476 bufhels - eet 67 «O-§ 
Bifcuit, 9,317 hundred-weigh: - 6,056 00 
Flax-feed, 10,171 bufhels - °2;,034-4.0 
Oats, 4,015 bufhels - ~ 516 090 
Peafe, 304 bufhels - - 62 16 0 
‘Timber - ~ - - 706 0.0 
Matts, ftaves, planks, fhingles - 8,262 00 
Potafhes - - ~ gus, F724-—0-0 
Maiden hair (adianthum capllus 3 
veneris, Linn.) - = - 186 00 
Horfes, fixty-feven - - 670 9090 
Caft iron - - = eS 960 
Spruce-effence for beer - 211 00 
Shook cafks - - - 516 00 | 
Banala, 1984 hundred-weight 1,289 8 0 
Salmon - ~ - - 759 990 
Potatoes - ° - ° 55 0-@ 
Smoaked falmon - - 68 15 0 ! 
on aa 7 
Carried forward, {. 52,051 9 9 d 
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Brought forward, £.52,651 90 
Onions » - - 300 00 
Pork - seem - 376 00 
Beef “ . - ~ 210 60 
Train oil - + =. 3,200 6°90 
Salt fith and peltry from Labrador, 
from the Bay of Chaleurs and 
Gafpe, according to the litt 
trantmitted by Governor Coxe 60,000 0 0 
Amount of the peltry which comes 
from the great lakes, from the 
factories of the north-weft com- 
pany, and other places, accord- 
ing to the under-mentioned 
detail ~ = = - 225,977: 00 





—_ 





Sum total,  f£. 343,214 9 0 
being the amount entered in the cuftom-houfe 


books of Canada. 


Al detailed Account of the different forts of Peltry, 


exported from Canada in the Year 1786. 


6,213 foxes fkins 
116,623 beavers 
23,684 otters 
5,959 minks 
3,058 weafels 
17,713 bears 


1,659 
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1,659 young bears 
| 126,079 deer {kins in the hair 
: | 202,719 caftors 
| 10,854 racoon 
2,277 wild cat-fkins, loofe 
3,702 ditto in bundles 
7,555 elk 
12,923 wolves 
506 whelps 
64 tygers 
15,007 feal-fkins 
- 480 fquirrel - 





.. Although a variety of circumftances, incident 
to the chace, occafioned by the weather, or ori- 
ginating in the fentiments ef the Indians, can- 
not but produce variations in regard to the quan- 

. tities of peltry yearly received, yet the refults of 

the years 1787, 1788, 1789, 1790 and 1791, 

E nearly correfpond with thofe of 1786; a circum- 
ftance, which as it happens in regard to a trade, z 

; that extends from Labrador to a diftance of three | | 

:. or four hundred miles from Lake Superior, 36. OY 

very remarkable. 


Account 
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| i Account of the Merchandize, imported into Canada : 
a: in the faid Year 1786, extratted Srom the Cuf : 
it tom-houfe Books. | ‘ 
Rum - - ~ =f. 63,032 ” 
Brandy - - - : 225 ¢ 
Molaffes ~ pe - 21,380 re 
Coffee ae - 2,065 : 
= Sugar - - ee 5,269 rs 
Spanifh wine - ~ - 31,288 
Tobacco - | - - 1,316 ‘ 
Salt wo - - 2,912 . 
Chocolate - - - 129 ; 
Sum total, £. 127,616 om 
An exact account of the value of piece-goods . 
has not yet been made out in aregular manner; " 
but in purfuance of an order of Lord Dorchefter, | i 
the fum total of the value of all imports was by % 
the merchants, upon a four years average, deter- " 
‘mined in the following manner, viz, : 
Amount of the above fum ~ £.127,616 00 ; 
: U 
Merchandize for Quebec - 99,700 00 ‘ 
Ditto for Montreal ro 97,800 O00 7 
Amount total of Imports f. 325,116 00 i 
Exports 843,214 9 O 








Balance in favour of Canada {£.18,098 9g 0 








NORTH AMERICA, CANADA; &c, 591 


To the above imports is to be added the value 
of fix thoufand feven hundred and nine barrels ES 
of falt pork, and of one thoufand feven hun- ie 
dred and fifty-four firkins of butter, of about fifty 
or fixty pounds each, for the ufe of the military. 

The imports in the following years 1787, 
1788, 1789, 1790 and 1791, were nearly of the 
fame value, with a difference of about five or fix 
thoufand pounds fterling more or lefs. 

At the clofe of this fhort account of the trade 
of Canada | fhall here repeat once more, that it 
is a faithful extract of the journal of Count An- 

_ driani, of which a friend of his, to whom he had 
communicated it, permitted me to make ufe. 
The abilities and character of Count Andriani, as 
well as the facility, with which he was able to 
make his refearches purfuant to the direction of 
the Britifh government, infpire great confidence 
in the exactnefs of the information, which he 
has colle&ted. I have not been able myfelf to 
fubftantiate the veracity of his accounts ; and be- 
fides it is eafily underftood, that fince the time, | 
when he wrote, fome alterations. may have taken 
place, in point both of the quality and the value S 
of the exports and imports. - a 
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A. 
F, GRICULTURE, ftate of, about Norriftown, 26; at Mr. 
Nicholfon’s farm, 60, 61; at Lancafter, 77; in North- 

amberland, 130; between Lake Senegal and Friendfmill, 217. 
in the diftri@ jof Kingfton, 449; in Upper Canada, 556; in 
Lower Canada, 556. : 

Agues common in Geneffee, 465; attempts to the cure ‘by a 
charm, 466. 

Americans, their condué to the Indians, 83; in cafes of mut 
der, 269. 7 3 

Anecdotes, of a German player, 116: at an inn in Canandaquay 
270; of the Tufcatora Indians, 474; of Governor Simcoe, A76. 

Angelico, farm of, the property of Mr, Nicholfon, late of Go- 
vernor Mifflin, 56; how cultivated, 57; its produce, ib.; 4 
faw-mill, 62. pres alk 

Animals, wild, lefs fierce than in other parts of the globe, 259. 

Afylum, fituation of, 157; a French fettlement, ib.; hiftory of, 
158; the fole property of Mr. Nicholfon, 160; improving 
ftate of, 160 to 163, inclufive; names and numbers of the fa- 

| milies fettled here, 164 to 168, inclufive ; impedimhents to its 
profperity, 168 ; obfervations on its improvements, 17 1, 172. 

Attachment, on the force of female, 502, 303, 304. 


B. 


Ball, manner of playing at, by the Tufcatora Indians, 445. 
Banks, the caufe of the rife of land, 124. 
Barley, price of, at Mr. Robertfon’s farm, it. 
Bath, account of the town of, 254; its fituation, ib. 
Baty, leader of emigrated German families, 478. 
Barwick, defcription of the town of, 146; its inhabitants, 1A7 ; 
price of lands, at, ib. 
Vor. I, a 


Big 














INDEX. 

Big Plain, fituation of, 306: 

Blacons, M. de, travelling companion of the Author’s, 177. 

Block-houfes, how conftruded in America, 382 

Bouchette, Captain, commander of the naval ie on Lake On- 
tario, 515 ; a Canadian by birth, ib. ; poflefies the confidence 
both of Lord Vorchefter and General. Simcoe, ib. E 

Boui, M. de, a native of Aliace, hiftory of, 284; his chara@er, 
286; and that of his fervant, 287. 

Brant, Colonel, chieftain of the Mohawks, 320; an Indian by 
birth, 449; Englith agent with the Indians, 450; potfeffes 
great influence over the Indians, ib. 

Bricks and Tiles, price of, in Northumberland, 130. 

Brotherfarmer, chief of the Senéca Indians, 312;-a great war- 
rior and ftatefman, ib. 

Buffalo Creek, defcription of, $12; a large Indian fettlementy ib. 

Buffalo, village of, 312; its inhabitants Seneca Indians, ib. ; its 
foil and produce, 313. 

Burlington Bay, defcription of, 463. 

Butler, Colonel, Englith agent for the ‘Tufcatora Indians, 447; 
a native of America, ib, ; how rewarded for his loyalty, ib. 


its 


Canada, Upper; when divided into Upper and Lower, 405 ; its 
prefent form of government, ib.; its boundaries, 407; popu- 
lation, ib. 3; leading articles in the new conititution, 408 ; its 
taxes, 431; revenue, 432; pay of the members of the affem- 
bly, ib. ; civil and criminal judicature, 433; divided into dif 
tricts, 434; its militia, and fines for not ferving in, 435, 436 ; 
its numbers, ib. ; how the expences of adminiftration are ‘- 
frayed, ib.; the Governor prefident of an executive council, 
439; its contraband trade, 441; all negroes free, 453; re- 
marks on the conftitution, 455; its religion, 472 ; a feventh 
part of the lands allotted for the clergy, ib.; remarks on the 
teparation of Canada from Great Britain, 480, 481, 482; emi- 
gration from the United States to, 507; burthenfome to Eng- 
land, 512, 546; account of its navy, 513; its trade, 548; its 
&xports and imports, 560; account of merchandize exported 
irom Canada in 17 786, 586; imported into, 590. 

Canada, 
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INDEX. _ 


Canada, Lower, its: population, 407; its religion, 561; nunnex 
ries, 562; education much neglected, 564; juttice, how oad- 

~ sminiftered, 566 ; its climate, ib.;.provifions very cheap, 568. 

Canadians, their attachment to France, 512, 543; aecount of a 
family emigrating to the Illinois River, 522, 523; character of 
the Canadians, 538; how generally employed, 539; good fea- 
men, ib.; guilty of but few crimes, 540; ignorant, 541; well 
treated by. the Englifh government, 542; indifferent hufband- 

men, 550. 

Canal, joining the Skuylkill with the Delaware, 28. 

Canandaqua, chief town of the county of Ontario, 263 ; its fitu« 

ation, ib.; houfes, ib.; agues-very prevalent, 264; no fprings, 

265, : 

Canandaqua Lake, 238. 

—_— , town of, 289: its fituation, 296. 

Chero, at Philadelphia, account of the family of, $; Authot’s 





refpect for, 1b. 
Chippaway Frigate, coft of, 388. 
—- Fort, Captain Hamilton commandant at, 389; his 


— 





civilities to the Author, ib.; defcription of the village of, 395. 
Chipping, Mr. Direétor of Affairs of the United States with the 
Indians, 264. 
Coinage, ftandard of, in New York, 184; in Pennfylvania, ib. 


Colman, Mr. account of his iron-works, 71. 


. 


Cooper, Mr. his character, 133; chief objec of his account in. 


America, ib. ; his lands, ib. 
County Rates, their amount in Montgomery, 27 ; at Reading, 514 
in the State of New York, 1925 in Upper Canada, 452. 
Crooked Lake, account of, 199. 
as 37 
Dash, interefting account of the family of, 141; 
its expences and produce, ib. 
Deblerff’s Inn, fingular account of, 109.. 
Detroit Fort, its fituation, 384; its population, 385 5 
_-pal fettlement in Upper Canada, 427. | : 
Dobfon, Major, commanding officer at Kingfton, 510; on board 


bis baree the Author proceeds to the American coaft, 930. 


their farm, ib. 


the princi- 














INDEX. 

Dollar, value of, in Pennfylvania, 184; at Tioga, ib.; in Upper 

= Canada, 432; in Lower Canada, 568. 

Dorchefter, Lord, Governor-general of the Britith poffeffions in 
North America, 406; his ideas concerning the feat of govern- 
ment of Upper Canada, 491; prohibits the Author to proceed 
to Lower Canada, 582; his adminiftration marked with juftice 
and mildnefs, 546;° his character, 569. | . 

Duck’s Iflands, defeription of, 485 : uninhabited, 488. 

Dunkers, account of, 65; their inftitution, 66, 67; their hiftory 
and doctrines, 67 to 71. 

Dupettitthouars, M. travelling companion of the Author, 178 ; 
embarked in queft of De la Peyroufe, 165; returns to France, 
obtains a fhip and was killed in the Battle of the Nile, note to 
page 166. 


KE 


Fan, Lieutenant, commander of the Onandago cutter, 486, 490. 

Education, greatly neglected in Lower Canada, 564. 

Emigration, frequent in America, 1963 its caufes, 197. 

Englith Navy, its force in Upper Canada, 513; all built of tim- 

ber frefh cut down, 514; ‘price of -buildi ng, ib.; provifion of 
fhip-timber might eafily be made, ib. 

‘Ephrata, village of, 66. 

Erie Fort, defcription of, 382; its commandant Major Pratt, 383; 


duty of the foldiers, ib. their pay and ahoweness, 384; 2 


large ftorehoufe private property, 385. 


Erie Lake, the feat of a battle between General Wayne and the: 


Indians in 1794, 327; account of the fettlement of, 330; agues 
very common, 332, 

Fftates, uncertainty of the poffeffion of, in the county of Lu- 
cern, &c, 151. 


Farmers, prejudices of the American, 12, 57y:192. 
Fifhing Creek, §45, 
Flemming, Pegey, niatey of, taken prifoner by the Indians, 373, 
374, 375. 
Flour, price of, at Robertfon's Mill, 15; at Kentucky, 85; near 
- Friendfmill, 





INDEX, 
Friendfmill,, 220; near. F ortymile Creek; 461 ; at Kingfion,! 
499. 
Fortymile Creek, 460. 
Franklin, Colonel, account of his proceedings near Afylum,’ 156, 
157. Rover | 
Frey, Mr. a German, defcription of his mill,'91; quantity it 
grinds, and workmens’ wages, 92. | 
Friendfmill, account of the fettlement of, 201; founded by the 


. Quakers, ib. ; account of the Lardlady at, 231. 


Fur-Trade, how carried on with the Indians in the IMinois, 525; 
the only branch of commerce belonging to Canada, 548; how 
carried on between: Canada and Europe,'549; names of the 
moft important places in America for that trade, 575; how 
many bundles of peltry colleéted in each, ib.; by whom that 
trade is carried on, 576, 577, 578; account of its expences 
and proceeds, 582;°583; total amount of the fur-trade, 586. 


G, 


Geneffee Flats, their regular inundations, 276; their extent, af fi 

+ belong for the moft part to the Indians, ib.; means of acquir- 
ing it from them, 278. . 

Geneffze River, its courfe rapid and full of windings, 284; the 
water generally muddy and bad, ib. 

Gerbier, hiftory of M. 37. 


Gneifs, rocks of, in the vicinity of Philadelphia, 333 ; veins ‘of, 


~ on the banks of the Safquehannah, 335. 

Granite, between Roxborough and Philadelphia, 10; on ‘Peter $ 
“mountain, 336; of a reddith colour, near Newark, 552; in 
Thoufand Iflands, 571; near Montreal, ib. 


Green, Mr. account of his eftate, 461; his price of purchafe, ib.; 


his produce, ib: ; his family, 463. 
Guillemard, Mr. travelling companion of the Author, 2; his 


journal of Lower Canada, 554. 
Hamilton, Mr.member of the legiflature of Upper Canada, 40%. 


Hamilton, Captain, commandant at Fott Chippaway, 399; his 
civilities to the Author, ib. 


a3 Hamiltoa 
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Hamilton, Mr. proprietor of the town of Lancafter, 76+ his ine 
come, ib. 

Hammond, Mr. Englith minifter at the United States, 380, 529. 

Hand, General, Author’s vifit to, 73. 

Hannah, Brigadier-general, 100. 

Harris, Mr. Lord of the Manor of Harrifbure, 94, 

Harrifburg, chief town of the’county of Dauphin, 94; its founda- 
tion, ib.; unhealthinefs of the town, 95; a mill-dam deftroyed 
by its inhabitants, 965 a prifon and’ feflions-houfe, ib. ; de- 

_ feription of its inhabitants, 98. ! 

Hemp, growing wild on the banks of Lake Ontario, 519, 

Homicide, how atoned for among the Indians, 319. 

Hunt’s Ferry, 151, 


¥ ae 

IIlinois, fettlement on the river, a great depdt for the fur-trade, 
525; population of the [Illinois town, 526. 

Indian Corn, price of at Robertfon’s farm, 11; at Mr. Nichol- 
fon’s, 63. at Kentucky, $5 .‘at Painted Poft, 1953 near 
Friend{mill, 220; at Watkinftown, 262; at Mr. Pitt’s, 272 s 
in Lower Canada, 568. 

Indians, rendered brutal and debauched by the whites, 268 i 
their price when murdered by the latter, 269; delineation of 
their manners and cuftoms, 281; their trade with the Ameri> 
cans, 291 ; attachment to the French, 302; care of their chil+ 
dren, 316; cruelty of putting their parents to death, when old 

‘or infirm, 317; their hofpitality; 319 ; marriages, 328; their 
difeafes, 322; remedies, 323 bite of a rattle-fnake eafily 
cured, 323, 324; their language always figurative, 324; man- 
ner of waging war, 325 ; of making peace, 326; their condu& 
and treatment of prifoners, 339 ta379; bia to apprehend 
Britith deferters, 517. | 

Innkeepers, many of great refpecuabiliey: 4A. 

Inns, great number of, in America, 93. 

Inviolability, places of, among the Indians, 325, 

Johnfon, Mr. of Virginia, hittory of, taken, prifoner by the Andy 
ans,-339 to 373. | 

Juftice, how adminiftered in Lower Cxnatie: 566. | 

Kentucky, 





INDEX. 


x 


K. 


Kentucky, produce of land, at, 85; its population, 86. 

Kingfton, defcription of the city of, 489; its barracks, ib. 3 its 
harbours, 490; intended by Lord Dorchetter as the feat of go- 
yernment of Upper Canada ; his reafons, ib.; the objections 
of Governor Simcoe, 42 ; its trade, 497; a ftaple port, ib. ; 
no regular market, 505; account of its inhabitants, 507 ; 
{chools, and price of learning, 908 5 church, 509. 

Knott, Doétor, phyfician to the army in Canada, his meteorolo- 
gical obfervations, 563 ; a man of extenfive knowledge, ib, 


Be 


Labour, price of, at Robertfon’s, 11; near Reading, 43.; at 
Lanéatter, 78; at Middletown, 93; at MéAlifter’s, 102; in 
Northumberland, 1303 near Mr. Montgomery’s, 144; at Afy- 
jum, 176, at Painted Poft, 1963; in Canandaqua, 266; In 

| Geneffee Flats, 276; near Chippaway, AO1; near Fortymile 

Creek, 461; in the diftrict of Kingfton, 500 ; in Upper Ca- 
nada, 561; in Lower Canada, 568, 3 . 

Lancatter, arrival at the city of, 73; its fituation, 76 ; its popu- 
lation, ib.; difpofition of its inhabitants, 81; its democratic 
focieties, ib. ; churches, 82. , 

Tand, immenfe profits on fpeculation of, in America, 261. 

—, price of, in the: neighbourhood of Norriftown, 6; about 
Reading, 433 near Lancafter, 775 at Kentucky, 89; at Mid- 
dietown, 93; near Harrifburg, 985 about Northumberland, 

~y90; néar Mr. Montgomery's, t445 in the diftrict of rifh- 

4 “ing Creek, 146 3" at Berwick, 1473 at Afylum, 174; at Tioga, 

182; at Newtown, 186 ; near Painted. Pot, 195 ;, between 

Lake Seneca and Friendfimill, 216; at Captain Williamfon’'s, 

240; in Canandaqua, 265; at Canawagas a 

way, ‘401; near Fortymile Creek, 461; inthe diftrice of King- 

fton, 504; in the Iland of Montreal, 550. “ Bees Py 
, produce’ of, at Robertfon’s, 115 at Mr. Nichollop 8, 97 > 
near Lancafter, 73; at Kentucky, 89 5 about Noha 
land, 151; at Afylum, 174; at Colonel. Starret 8, 187; at 


"Squire M<Cornick’s, 191 
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mill, 217; in Canandaqua, 265; at Mr. Pitt’s, 272: in Gee 
riefice Flats, 276; near Fortymile Creek, 461; in the ditrict. 
of Kingfton, 500. 


- 


yards, 215 his litigious difpofition. 
Lime, price of, in Northumberland, 130. 


Limeftone, ftrata of, near Lancafter, 71; in the vicinity of Phila- 


delphia, 334; at the cataract of Niagara, 551; in Kingtton, 

552. 

Littlehales, Major, adjutant and firft fecretary to General Sim- 

coe, 483; his character, ib. ; appears to poifefs the confidence 
of the country, ib. 


Legaux, farm of Mr. 19: defcription of his cottage, 20; vine- 


r 


Loretto, a {mal! village of chriftian Indians, of the Huron Tribes, 


note to page 570; characters and manners of its inhabitants, ib.; 
their religion, ib. | | 


Lotteries, pernicious confequences of, 29, 
Loyalfock, diftri@ of, 173; its extent, 174 


; a corn-mill and 
faw-mill erecting, 177 


M. 


Mac Alifter, Mr. defcription of his farm, mills, &c. 101; culti- 
vation of his land, 102; his romantic fettlement, 104; his cha- 
racter, 105. 3 

Mac Cornick, Squire, his eftate and purchafe of, 191; its pro- 
duce, ib.; his taxes, 193. 

Mac Donald, Mr. intendant-general of Upper Canada, 535; his 
method of tranfaéting bufinefs, 534; his pay, ib. 

Maple Sugar, at F ifhing Creek, 145; its price, 146; made in 
great abundance at Afylum, 176 ; its price at Painted Pott, 
195; made largely in Geneffee, 228 ; the medium produce of 

a tree, ib. ; mode of making maple-fugar, treacle, and vinegar, 
4 1b.; produced in Geneffee Flats, 276; its price, ib. 
~ Marble, quarries of, near Norriftown, 30; on the banks of the 
Skuylkill, 334. | 
Maytown, village of, 87; its inhabitants Germans, 88. 
Metcalf, Captain, an inn-keeper, account of his eftate at Watkinf- 
town, 260 ; faw-mill, 262. : 


Michillimakkinak Fort, an important place for the fur-trade, 525. 
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INDEX. 


Middietown, fituation of,.90; its corn and meal trade, ib. 

Miller, Abraham, of lifhing Creek, account of his farm, 145 ; 
price of labour, ib. 

Miller, Rachael, a notary and companion of Jemima Wilkinfon’s, 

-205,; all the lands purchafed in her name, ib. 

Mineralogical obfervations, 333 to 338 ; 271 to 575, inclufive. 

Miffouri River, the whole fur-trade, on the, engroffed by the 
Spaniards, 526. 

Montgomery, Mr. Author’s arrival at, 143; account of his faw- 
mill, ib. ; price of. labour and. land, 144; the inhabitants in 
this neighbourhood moftly Dutch, ib. ; account of an epidemic 
difeafe fatal to hortes, ib. 

Montreal, account of the town of, 558; principal depot of the 

_peltry-trade, 560.; an hofpital, 567 ; price of houfe-rent, at, 
5683 its markets, 569. a! 

Morris, Mr. his farm at Mountmorris, 282 ; its produce, ib; the 
proprietor of Canawaga, 289. 

Mountmorris, an Indian Village, 280. 

Mountains, Biuc, account of the, 105. 


N. 


Naryhall, the feat of Governor Simcoe, Author’s departure from, 
. 479. 

Navigation, fums raifed by a lottery for inland, 29. 

Nefcopeck, rapid currents, 147. 

Newark, fituation of the town of, 452; its houfes, ib.; fearcity 
of men fervants, 453; the only newfpaper in Upper Canada, 
printed here, 470; no church, 472. , 

Newtown, on the banks of the Tioga, defcription of, 186; its 
price of land, ib. } 

Niagara, defcription of the cataract.of, 390 to $94; beft point 
of view from ‘l'able Rock, 396: 

Niagara River and Lake, 451; abound with great variety of 
fith, ib. oa-4 

Niagara Fort, account of, 457 ; originally conftructed by M. de 
la Tonquiere, ib.; ceded to the United States, 458. 

Nicholfon, Mr. account of his manufactorics, 8. 
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INDEX. 


Nicholfon, Mr. account of his bank of one million acres of jana, | 


162. 
Norris, fettlement of Mr. 224; a pot and pearl afh work, 2 
Norriftown, fituation and buildings of, 24 ; its prifon, ib. 
Northumberland, account of: the ‘county of, 1273 its public 


buildings, ib.; its houfes, 128°; inhabitants moftly Dutch, 129; ‘ 
price of houfe-rent, in, 131; its population, 133: ‘the politis 


cal fentiments of its inhabitants, ib.; refidence of Dr. Prieftley, 
138. I 


Nunneries, in Lower Canada, account of the; 562. 


O. 


Oak, price of, near Reading, 43. 

Oats, price of, at Mr. Nicholfon? s farm, 63; at Old ShiethcHiieh, 
180; at ‘Tioga, 182; at Painted Poft, 195: at °Mr. Pitt’s, 
272; m Lower Canada, 568. : 

Onandago Cutter, burthen of the, 484; on board which the Ag- 
thor embarks for Kingfton, ib.; account of His companions 
and paflage, ib. ; is commanded by Lieutenant Earl, 486. 

Ofwego Fort, account of, 533, 5363 its fituation, 533; defer- 
tion prevalent among the foldiers, 537. t 

Otwego River, its rapids, 539. +e 

Oxen, price of, at Old Shefhequen, 180; at Painted Poit, 196 s 
near Friendfmill, 220 ; in the diftri@ of Kingfton, 502. 


P,. 

Pachiomming Creek, 31, 

Painted Poft, account of the town of, 195; from whence it de- 
rived its name, ib. 

Paper-money, univerfally received in Upper Canada, 387. 

Parker, "Squire, firongly attached to Jemima “Wilkinfon, 2125 
aifumed the name of the Prophet Elijah, 213: 

Parr, Captain, commanding: officer at Kinefton, 510; Author’s 
friendihip for, and civilities received from, 519, 520. 

Peltry, the chief commodity exported from Detroit, 286; how 
valued by the Indians, 525; -inferjor to thofe of Hudfon’s Bay, 
527; fine, what is fo called, 576; mixed; ‘ib. ; fineft where 
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collected, ib.; value thereof, 583 ; amount exported from Ca- 
nada in 1786, 588. 

Penn, William, his diftribution of land, 5. 

 Peyfel Conrad, a German, founder of the order of Dunkers, 67. 

Philadelphia, Author’s departure from, 2; defcription of the 

_ country in its vicinity, 7. 

Phiyn, William, hiftory of, taken prifoner by the Indians, and 
murdered, 378, 379. 

Phyficians, their fees in the United States, 34. 

Pitt, eftate of Mr. 150; its ftock and produce, ib. 

Planks, price of, at Mac Alifter’s mill, 104; in Northumber- 

_ land, 130; at Captain Williamfon’s mill, 251; at Dutchmill, 
521. € 

Plafter of Paris, mixed with the feed, 11, 103. 

Pondrit, the guide, account of, 300, his character, 301. 

Poor’s Rates, unknown at Poxborough, 15; and in the diftrict of 
Kingfton, 509 ;, their amount in Montgomery, 27; at Read- 
ing, 51; in the State of New York, 193; in the county, of 
Ontario, ib. | 

Poplars, Italian, introduced into America, 87; particularly in 
Philadelphia, ib. 

Pot-ath, manufaétured at Afylum, 1773 0n the banks of Lake 
Seneca, 225. 

Potter, Mr. account of his Eftate, 220 ; his character, ib. ; his 

_ corn and faw mills, 227. 

Pottfgrove, country around, 36 ; defcription of the town of, 37 ; 

- its-iron forges, 1b. | ' | 

Pratt, Major, gommandant at Fort Erie, 383 ; his civility to the 
Author and his Friend, 381. 

Prieftly, Dr. account of his reception at New York and at’ Phi- 
dadelphia, 136; he removes to Northumberland, 1375 his-re- 
fidence, 1383; his politics, ib. ; bufied in the inftitution of a 
college, ib. =r ' 

Prieftley, Jofeph, eldeft fon of the Dodtor, his induftrious pur- 
fuits, 139. | 

Proteftant Clergy, a feventh part of the lands in Upper Canada 

_sallotted-for their fupport, 472. 

Puddingftone, large mafies of, near Reading, 339. 


Quakers, 











INDEX, | 


Q. 

» Quakers, account of their fettlement at Friendfmill, 201. 
Quenty Bay, account of, 483, ont 
Quebec, account of the town: of, 558; 

kept, 563; an hofpital and lazaretto, 
ib. ;. an/almanack printed here, 
Canada, 568 ; 


its feminary, by whom 
567 ; its public library, 
the only book printed in all 
price of houfe-rent, 568 ; its markets, 569, 


R, 
Rattlefnake; the bite of a, not dangerous, 258; how cured, 259; 
account of one near Tonowanté, 310 ; its flough pounded ufed 
_ 4s a cleanfer of blood, 324. Ee 


Reading, chief town of the county of Berkthire; 45 


ib. ; manufactory, 463 its population, ib. ; litigioufnefs of its 
inhabitants, 47 ; churches and minifters, ib. > freedom of rehi- 
ligion, 48 ; property of the inhabitants, 49; their public {pirit, 
50 5. markets, 51 5 its. corn trade, 52° 
town, 53. / 
Red Jacket, afaméus warrior, of the Seneca Indians, 267. 
Rice, wild, Srows on the borders of the Lake Ontario, 518, 519; 
brought by the Indians to Kinefton, ib. 
Roads, neglected in Pennfylvania, 4; in Trap, 31; 
repair in the diftri@ of Kinefton, 509. 
Robinfon, Benedi&, eftate of, 216; its cultivation, 217 ; ‘its pro~ 
duce, ib. s his fale of cheefe, and price, 220. 


Robertfon, houfe and mil] of Mr. t0; account‘of- his land and 


produce, 11; his cultivation, 12°; firft mill built in America, ib. 
Roman Catholieé Religion, the eftablithed church in Lower Ca- 
nada, 562, 4 | 


; its fituation, 


many mills ‘near the 


how kept in 


Roxborough, county rates and taxes at, 15. 

Rum, ufe of, its efte&s on the Indians, 449. © ; 

Rye, price of, at Old Shefhequen, 180; at Tioga, 182; at 
Painted Poft, 1953 near F rigid {mill, 22 


S. 


Sencta Indians, their drefs and manners, 267; pay a vifit to Mr, 
‘Chipping, ib.; to Governor Simcoe, 450. 


Seneca 
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eens Lake, 223 ; — of, ib. 5 its _ 2245 its’navi- 
gation, ib. , 

Settlers, firft operations of new, 108, 293 ; their mode of living, 

125.; defcription of their dwellings, 295. | 

Seward, Major, commandant at F ort Niagara, 459. 

_ Shethequen, New, town of, 180. 





, Old, village of, the plantation of Solomon wey; 
at, 178 ; its extent and price for fale, 179. 


Shipack Creek, 31. 

Ship-building, price of, in Upper Canada, 514. 

Simcoe, General, Lieutenant-governor of Upper Canada, 380; 
why he accepted the appointment, 409; his plan for fettling 

_ and peopling Upper Canada, ib. ; his projeé of removing the 
feat of government to the banks of the River de la Francheg, 

now nanied the Thames, 411; his maxims. of government, 
413, 414; his good policy, ib.; his opinion on the produce, 
415+ on the corn and fur-trade, ib.; his projects and views, 
416, 417; his plans of military opinions, 419; Author’s ob- 

_ fervations on his intentions, 420, 421, 422; fentiments in re- 
gard to the United States, 423 to 426, inclufive ; his rancour 
againft them, 428 ; his charaéter, 430 ;, habitation, ib.; aman- 
ner of living, ib. ; character of Mrs. Simcoe, 4315 receives a 
vifit from the Tufcarora Indians, 441; deicription of them, 
442; his project of giving half civilization to the Indians, 447 5 
Author’s remarks thereon, 447, 448, 449; vifits an Indian vil- 
lage, 473; his fpeech on the occation, 474. 

Skuyl, James, hiftory of, taken prifoner by the wean 375, 376, 
377. 

Skaylkill River, defcription of, 36; is achgeed to join the Sua 

_ tara, by a canal, 90. , 

Slow, Mr. hiitory of, 74. 

Smith, Lieutenant Colonel, of the fifth regiment, 452; his houfe 
and garden at Newark, 453 ; his clearing five thoufand acres 
of land, ib. 

Soldiers defert from Canada, 454; the caufe affigned, ibs 5 cere- 
mony of Euroeans in their hair-drefling, 487. 

Specie, fcarcity of, in Upper Canada, 386. 

Springmill, account of, 19. 


Squaw, 
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Squaw, a natne jor an Indian female, 3023; interefting account of 
the kindnefs of one ‘to her brother, 302, 303; reflections on 
female friendthip by the Author, 304. 

Squawhill, an Inlian village, 280; defcription of a hut; ib. 

Starrett, eftate o: Colonel, 187; produce of his land, ib. ; his. 
diftilleries, 188; ’Squire Mac Cornick’s opinion, of, 189. 

Steward, Mr. cu‘ate of Kingtton, 505; his character, ib.; man- 
ner of leafing out his lands, 506. 

Stone, quarries of, near Lancafter, 80; its price; 81. 

Store, Captain ofthe muitia of Upper Canada, 521; defcription 
of his mill, calkd Dutchmill, ib.; his price for fawing, ib. 

puatara River, account of, 91. 

Sunbury, town of, 117 ; its fituation, ib. its public buildings, 

~ 127 ; houfes, 128 ; no market, 130. 

Surgeons, numemus in the diftrict of Providence, 34 ;, their 
fees, ib. | 

Sufquehannah, rapids of the river, 88 ; its banks, ib. ; naviga- 
tion, ib. ; its breadth near Sunbury, 118. 


T; 


Taxes, account of the, in Moiitgoniery, 27; in the diftrict. of 
Providence, 32; at Harrifburg, 97; in the State of New York, 
193; at Watkinftown, 262 ; in Upper Canada, 431. 

Tioga, the name of the only fon of General Simtoe, given him by 
the Mohawk !Imlians; 451% 

Tioga, town and iver of, 181. 

Tode, Mr. at Moatreal, largely concerned in the fur-trade with 
the Indians, 526. 

Tonowanté, account of the Indian village of, 309; here Pondrit 
the guide refides, 508. 

Touzy, Mr. an Englifh clergyman in Quebec, 557; clearing 
feven or eight thoufand acres of land, 1b. | 

Trap, account of the village of, 52; the largeft in the diftrié of 
Providence, ib. 

Trees, fpecies of, between Lancafter and Marytown, 86; near 
Mac Alifter’s, 197 ; at Afylum, 173 ;, in the diftrict of Wal- 
kingftown, 262; in Upper Canada, 553. 

‘Tulpehocken Creek, 115. 


Turnips, - 
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Turnips, how cultivated at Angelico, 61.’ 

Tufcarora Indians, defcription of, 441; pay a vitit’ to Governor 
Simcoe, ib.; account of their drefs and manners, 442. 





; v. 
Vapour Baths, how made by the Indians, 323. 


Ww. 

Wampum, a hell ufed for money among th: Indians, 319; ufed 
as an ornament, and alfo as a ‘pledge for the performance of 
any contract, 321. 

Warren, Mr. account of his farm and produce, 185; its pur- 
chafe, ib. 

Watworth,. Captain, account of, his eftate, 273; defeription of 
his houfe, 274; his price of land, and tems of payment, 275. 

Watkinitown, deftric&t of, 260; a fchool, 262; its price, 1b.; 
ague a common diforder, ib. 

. Wayne, General, concludes a peace with the Indians, 327; its 
manner and form, 327, 328. 

Wheat, price of, at Robertfon’s farm, 11; at Mr. Nicholfon’s, 
63 ; at Old Shefhequen, 180; at Tioga, 182; at Painted Pott, 
195; near Friend{mill, 220; at Watkinttown, 262; in Ca- 
nandaqua, 265; at Mr. Pitt’s, 272: at Mountmorris, 282 
near Fortymile Creek, 461 ; in the diftrit of Kingiton, B04; 
in Lower Canada, 568. 

Whitkey, diftilled frem.rye, 104; from re ib.; its price at 
Mac Alifter’s, ib.; at Jerfey, ib.; mixed with water the com- 

-mon drink, 125 ; diftilleries of, at Colond Starreti’s, from rye, 


189; its price, ib. : eS 
White, Bifhop, of Philadelphia, a friend of Mr. Steward of King- | 
fton, 505. | 


White, Mr. Attorney-general in Upper Canada, 454. 

White, Mr. account of his lands and price, 115; his character, 
114, 

White Horfe Inn, near Pottfgrove, account of the, 40. 

Wilkinfon, Jemima, leader of a fect of Quakers, 291; hiftory of 
her fettlement between Lake Seneca and Crocked Lake, named 
Jerufalem, 204; account of her mecting and her drefs, 205 ; 

- her 
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her doétrines, 206; defcription of her houfe, ib.; her hypo-~ 
erify, ib.; her manner of living, 210; attachment to "Squire 
Parker, 212. ; 

Willkfbarre, Author’s journey to, from Berwick, 148, 149 ; ar- 
rival at, 150; defcription of, 151; chief town in the county 
of Lucern, ib. } 

Williamfon, Captain, founder of the moft extenfivé fettlement in 
America, 249; his purchafe’ of Mr. Morris one million, five 
hundred thoufand:acres, 235 ; his divifion of the lands, 236: 
his plan and fyftem, ib.; his firft fettlers defert him, 237: 
always in the midtt of his poffeffions, 239 > conditions of felling 
his land, 240; his terms of payment, 2415 his public charac- 
ter, 245 ; reflections by the Author, 246; his private charac- 
ter, 249, 250; defcription of. his habitation, 253; mode of liv- 
ing; ib..; account of Mrs. Williamfon, 255; Author’s depar- 
ture from, ib. 

Wilhiamfburg, village of, 283 ; its fituation, ib. 

Withins, Mr. erected a bridge near Lancafter, 80; its annual pro- 
fits, ib. 

Weffahiccon Rivulet, defcription of, 16, 17. 

Wyalufing, village of, 154; ‘its fituation, ib. 

Wyalufing Creek, 154, 


ee | 
York, account of the town of, 478 ; intended by Governor Sim- 
coe, as the centre of the naval force on: Lake Ontario, ib. ; its 
inhabitants not: of the fairef character, ib.; the Indians their 
only neighbours, 479; unhealthinefs of the town, 494, 


LO tra cette 


F, Gillet, Printer, Salifsury-Square, 


\ a -* SS rrr ~~ 
q m 
~ 
i 
~ 
ra 
‘ 
- 
. 
* 
rs, 
< > q 
- ‘ ‘ - - 
4, . “y >. 
; : : et awe cd ad ~J -f - 
‘ » : * ‘ P x= ae t*5. e , ; 2 ol. 
=. > - « " eS _ “ ke " LJ : >. » _—— - ‘ = ¥ : ae. 
bi = 3 








—— ——- > Swans e 








